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What you need to know about Paper 3

(
What you need to know about PAPER 3
 XE "HKCEE Paper IV" 
In this lesson, we will talk about HKCEE Paper 3. You will be given hints about the oral examination. 

PAPER 3
(15%)

1. Part A: Group discussion 

(preparation: 5 minutes; 

discussion: 6 minutes per group)

2. Part B: Individual response

(one minute per candidate)

Instructions

· The exams will take place from 4:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

· Without an admission form you will not be allowed to take the exam; you may apply for a rescheduling within 3 working days.

· You must turn your mobile phone off. Otherwise, you will receive a mark penalty or even be disqualified from the whole examination.
· Do not bring recorders to the exam centre. Do not eat (including chewing gum) in the exam centre, but you may drink water.
· You should bring a pen/pencil for jotting down notes during the preparation period.

1. Reporting Room

· If you arrive at the centre more than 15 minutes late, you may have to apply for rescheduling.

· The waiting room supervisor will:

· check your admission form and ID card, and assign you to an exam group.

· give you an adhesive coloured label and 2 score sheets.
· You should:

· check the information printed on your score sheets. Do not write on them.
· place the label on your chest so that the examiners can see it clearly.

· wait for the instructions from the waiting room supervisor who will direct you to the preparation room.

· You may have to wait some time. It is advisable for you to eat something before going to the exam centre.

· You must stay in your seat and must not talk to other candidates.

· Requests to go to the toilet should be made within the first 15 minutes of the reporting time. 

2. Preparation Room

· After you have entered the room, you must not consult any books/notes/reference materials. Otherwise, you will receive a mark penalty or be disqualified from the examination.

· You must take the seat assigned by the preparation room supervisor.

· You will be given a question paper with instructions and a notecard for making notes. The instructions will be for Part A only. There will not be any preparation time for Part B.
· You will be given 5 minutes to prepare for Part A of the examination.

· You may make notes on the notecard provided, but must not write anything on the question paper.

· After the 5-minute preparation time, you should stop reading and writing and turn over the question paper.
· You must leave the question paper on the desk, but can take your notecard with you to the examination room.
The preparation room supervisor will direct you to the examination room after the preparation time.

3. Examination Room

· Hand your score sheets to the two examiners.
The examination is a test of your ability to communicate and you should adopt the language and the communication skills appropriate to the situation and the task.

Communication skills include appropriate greetings, polite requests and thanks, eye contact and posture. Do not slouch in your seats staring at the notecard. Speak in an audible voice.
Part A: Group discussion
· You are not allowed to make notes during the group discussion. But you may refer to the notecard.
· The guidelines given in the question paper are suggestions only – they do not have to be followed rigidly – they can even be ignored if you wish, as long as you stay on the given topic. 
· By helping others in a discussion you will help yourself as this shows your awareness of group dynamics and the need for the group as a whole to work towards a common goal. But challenging others, asking for clarification, disagreeing or expressing doubts are all a natural part of group interaction and you would help each other, and yourself, much more if you were more willing to agree with each other less.

STARTING A DISCUSSION: You will not receive extra marks for starting the discussion.
Today we will be discussing (what students can do to help fight pollution in Hong Kong).  If no one minds, I’ll start. I think...

Our topic today is (youth crime in Hong Kong).  I’ll begin, if you like. I think...

OFFERING YOUR OPINION;

GIVING REASONS AND EXAMPLES
I think the main reason (why young people steal) is (they feel that they need money in order to enjoy life).

I believe ... because...

I don’t believe ... for several reasons. First, (I think many young people are bored and they think that a life of crime will bring them some excitement). Then (even young people from wealthy families are involved in crime). For example...

AGREEING AND DISAGREEING: 
+
Yes, I agree with what you just said about...


You’re right. That’s exactly what I think.

−
I'm afraid I don’t agree with you because...


I understand what you’re saying, but I think...

ASKING FOR CLARIFICATION OR MORE INFORMATION:

I’m sorry I don’t quite understand your point. Would you mind explaining it again?

Could you please explain what you mean by that statement?

Would you mind giving us some more information about...?
You should not worry about coming to a definite conclusion. The focus is to test your communication skills.
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This section follows directly after the group discussion. No preparation time will be given. You will be asked a question based on the discussion and perhaps some follow-up questions. Most likely the question will ask for your stance or opinions on the issue. You should:

· understand the question

· ask for clarification if you are not sure

· give a clear and direct answer with reasons
You can refer to your notecard, but try not to repeat points that have already been made in Part A.

You should not speak any Chinese when you are giving an individual response. Otherwise, marks will be deducted.

It is better to say more, as long as it is relevant to the question, and be less concerned about whether or not what you say is grammatically correct. The examiner is judging you more on your ability to communicate your ideas and opinions clearly than on grammatical accuracy.

	Problem
	How to respond

	You do not hear the examiner’s question.
	“Sorry, could you repeat the question, please? I didn’t hear you properly.”

	You do not understand the examiner’s question
	“Sorry, but I don’t understand what you mean.”

	The examiner does not understand your response to his/her question.
	“Well, what I’m trying to say is…”

















































































