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PAPER 3: Bringing back to the point


	
	( So far we have learned the following:
Starting a discussion

· Let’s start, shall we?

Today we’re going to discuss…
The first point is…
Does anyone have any ideas?

Asking for & giving clarification

· I’m sorry I don’t quite understand your point. Would you mind explaining it again?
· What do you mean?
· Well, what I’m trying to say is …

· Well, what I mean is …

Making everybody active 

Asking for & expressing opinions
· You haven’t said much so far, Mr. Wong. What do you think?

· Wouldn’t you agree that…?

· I think…

· I’d (just) like to say…

Expressing agreement & disagreement
+
I agree with what you have just said.

+
You’re right. That’s exactly what I think.
−
I'm afraid I don’t agree with you because...
−
I understand what you’re saying, but I think... 
−
I see your point but…
−
Don’t you think we’d better…?

Interrupting
· Sorry (to interrupt) but…
· Uh, could I ask a question?


BRINGING A DISCUSSION BACK TO THE POINT

Table 9 Bringing a discussion back to the point

	
	(I’m afraid) that’s not the point.

This isn’t (very) relevant, (is it)?
Perhaps we could get back to the main point.

That’s off the point.




MOVING THE DISCUSSION ON

Table 10 Moving the discussion on
	
	Well, I think we should move on to the next point/sub-topic.

Well, I think we’ve covered that point. The next point is…
Well, I don’t think there’s anything more to say on that point.

Well, let’s move on.


















































































