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( In the last two lessons, we learned the following:

	
	Starting a discussion

· Let’s start, shall we?

Today we’re going to discuss…
The first point is…
Does anyone have any ideas?

Asking for & giving clarification

· I’m sorry I don’t quite understand your point. Would you mind explaining it again?
· What do you mean?
· Well, what I’m trying to say is …
· Well, what I mean is …

	Making everybody active
· You haven’t said much so far, Mr Wong. 

· What do you think, Mr Wong?

Asking for & expressing opinions

· What do you think about…?
· What is your opinion about…?

· I think…
· I’d (just) like to say…
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Table 4 Introducing a point and expressing agreement

	
	INTRODUCING A POINT
	EXPRESSING AGREEMENT

	
	I’m sure that…
It seems (quite clear) that…
It seems obvious that…
Wouldn’t you agree/say that…?
The most important problem seems to be…

	Yes, you’re right.

That’s right.

I agree with you.

Certainly.

Of course.

I couldn’t agree more.

I fully agree with what you have just said.

That’s (exactly) what I think.

(I think) there is a lot of truth in that argument.

That’s (certainly/definitely) something worth consideration.








(
The guidelines given in the question paper are merely suggestions – they do not have to be followed rigidly – they can even be ignored if you wish, as long as you stay on the given topic. 
EXPRESSING DISAGREEMENT



Table 5 Expressing disagreement

	
	EXPRESSING DISAGREEMENT
	

	
	I’m afraid I disagree with you.

I’m sorry I’m not sure about that.

Yes, but…
I don’t think that’s a good idea.

Oh, do you really think so?

(I’m afraid) that’s (quite) out of the question.


	


Table 6 Introducing an opposite point

	
	INTRODUCING A POINT
	INTRODUCING AN OPPOSITE POINT

	
	I’m sure that…
It seems quite clear that…
It seems obvious that…
Wouldn’t you agree that…?

	I see your point but…
Possibly, but on the other hand…
True, but if you look at this from a different point of view…
Yes, but looking at this from another point of view…



	
	EXPRESSING DOUBT
	DEALING WITH DOUBTS & OBJECTIONS

	
	Yes, but…
I take/see your point but…
I see what you mean but…
That’s all very well but…
That’s true (I suppose) but…
That’s easier said than done. You see…

	I can assure you that…
You needn’t worry about…
Look at it in another way…
This may seem impossible/improbable to you but…



EXPRESSING SUGGESTIONS 

Table 7 Expressing suggestions and alternative suggestions

	
	EXPRESSING SUGGESTIONS
	EXPRESSING ALTERNATIVE 

	
	Don’t you think we could/should…?

Don’t you think it would be a good idea to…?

Why don’t we…?

Why not…?

Let’s…
Can/Can’t/Could/Couldn’t we…?


	SUGGESTIONS
Don’t you think we’d better…?

Can’t/Couldn’t we … instead?

(I must say) I’d rather…
Wouldn’t it be better if…?

Wouldn’t it be better to…?

Don’t you think it would be better if/to…?




(
Challenging others, asking for clarification, disagreeing or expressing doubts are all a natural part of group interaction and candidates would help each other, and themselves, much more if they were more willing to agree with each other less.
Practice 3
Respond to the suggestions below using the hints in the brackets. Use different expressions for agreeing and disagreeing each time.
1. How about having an inter-class volleyball competition for Health and Fitness Week? 
(Agree and give a reason why.)
2. Why don’t they raise some money for the trip? 

(Agree and give a further suggestion.)
3. I suggest that we only take children who can swim to the swimming pool. 

(Disagree and give a reason why.)
4. I think the English class should buy their NET a pen as a goodbye present.

(Disagree and given an alternative suggestion.)
5. Perhaps the old people would enjoy going to Lantau Island for the day.

(Disagree and give a reason and an alternative suggestion.)

She sings very well, don’t you agree?





Positive agreement:





It certainly wasn’t.





I agree (that it wasn’t).





Definitely not.








The programme wasn’t very interesting, was it?








Yes, (she does).





Yes, definitely.





I couldn’t agree more.








I quite agree.





No, I’m afraid it wasn’t.





Agreement with a negative:





Yes but (on the other hand) it hits the rich rather than the poor.








Disagreeing: (It is more polite to disagree partly than wholly.)





I’m afraid I disagree with you.








True, but then no tax is perfectly fair.








This tax is unfair, don’t you think?





Well, it’s unfair to some people perhaps.











