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PAPER 3: Expressing opinions & suggestions

1
PAPER 3: Making everybody active


MAKING EVERYBODY ACTIVE

· By helping others in a discussion you will help yourself as this shows your awareness of the need for the group as a whole to work towards a common goal.

Table 2 Making everybody active

	
	MAKING EVERYBODY ACTIVE
	

	
	What do you think, Terry?

Don’t you agree, Ivan?

Do you agree, Kay?

I don’t know what Polly thinks but…
You’re very quiet, Judy.

You haven’t said anything so far, Anna.

You haven’t said much so far, Chris.

Let’s hear what Michelle thinks.

Let’s hear what Maggie says.

Let’s hear what Kit has to say.

	
	( Last lesson, we talked about:

Starting a discussion

· Let’s start, shall we?

Today we’re going to discuss…
The first point is…
Does anyone have any ideas?

Asking for clarification

· I’m sorry I don’t quite understand your point. Would you mind explaining it again?
· What do you mean?
Giving clarification
· Well, what I’m trying to say is …
· Well, what I mean is …


ASKING FOR OPINIONS, EXPRESSING OPINIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

Table 3 Asking for and expressing opinions

	
	ASKING FOR OPINIONS
	EXPRESSING OPINIONS

	
	What do you think about/of…?

What is your opinion about/on/of…?

How do you feel about…?
(Has anybody got) any (other) ideas about…?

What would you suggest?

What about…?

How about…?

Would/Will it be a good idea to…?

Will/Won’t/Would/Wouldn’t/Do/Don’t you agree that…?


	I think that…
I feel…
In my opinion…
As far as I am concerned…
I’d (just) like to point out that…
I’d (just) like to say…
GIVING REASONS AND EXAMPLES
I think the main reason (for…) is …
I believe… because…
I don’t believe… for several reasons. First, … Then…
For example…



Practice 2

Read the discussion topics below. Decide what your opinions or suggestions are for each sub-topic and think of one reason and a supporting example. Write your answers in the spaces provided in the table. When you have finished, share your ideas with a partner.
Discuss with your group which of the two activities shown in the pictures below — a day trip to the New Territories or a tour around Hong Kong Island — would be more suitable for a group of European students.

      


 HYPERLINK "http://images.google.com.hk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.expreference.com/uploaded_images/hong-kong-harbor-737079.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.playthegameoflife.org/2006_08_01_archive.html&usg=___Z9o522UhkmsQVFTViMTXxQPR10=&h=350&w=457&sz=35&hl=en&start=9&tbnid=0o40Q4wWCuVhPM:&tbnh=98&tbnw=128&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dhong%2Bkong%2Bcity%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den" 

  


You may want to talk about the following sub-topics:
	Sub-topic
	Opinion or suggestion
	Reason
	Supporting example

	How much it costs
	
	
	

	How students can travel around
	
	
	

	What activities students can do
	
	
	












































