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1
Starting a discussion


THE HKCEE ORAL EXAMINATION (Group Interaction)
STARTING A DISCUSSION: You will not receive extra marks for starting the discussion.
1.

Let’s start, shall we?

Let’s begin.

Shall we start the discussion?

2.

Today we’re going to discuss…
We need to make suggestions about… /

We need to give advice on…/

We need to choose between… /

We need to discuss the pros and cons of…
3.

The first point is…
The first sub-topic we have to discuss is…
4.

Does anyone have any ideas?

What does everybody think?

ASKING FOR CLARIFICATION OR MORE INFORMATION:

I’m sorry I don’t quite understand your point. Would you mind explaining it again?

Could you please explain what you mean by that statement?

Would you mind giving us some more information about...?

Table 1 Asking for clarification

	
	ASKING FOR CLARIFICATION
	GIVING CLARIFICATION

	
	(I’m sorry but) I don’t (quite) understand what you are trying to say.

Could you explain what you mean (by this), please? 

What do you mean?

(I’m afraid) I don’t (really) understand what you mean by this.

I’m not (quite) sure I understand that.

I’m not (quite) sure I follow you.

I’m not (quite) sure I know what you mean.


	(Well,) what I’m trying to say is that…
(Well,) what I mean is…
(Well,) the point is…


Practice 1

Read the following discussion topic and write suitable introductions. You can use the four steps above to help you. When you have finished, practise reading the introductions with a partner.
Discuss with your group which of the following methods of transport would be the best for travelling to Beijing for a school trip? 

    

  

  


You may want to talk about:

· length of travelling time

· ___________________________

· ___________________________

· ___________________________











































