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LESSON 35
· Figures of speech
· Introduction to English literature
A figure of speech is a word or phrase used in a non-literal sense to add rhetorical force or interest to a spoken or written passage. 

E.g. The carpet of green leaves is traditional in autumn.
Simile and metaphor are the two most important figures of speech.

Simile:

e.g. Jack was as brave as a lion.
Metaphor:
e.g. Jack was a lion.

Simile:

e.g. My mother-in-law was like a tigress.
Metaphor:
e.g. My mother-in-law was a tigress.

( 
Read:
一切有為法 如夢幻泡影

如露亦如電 應作如是觀

—金剛般若波羅蜜多經

All of the existent, conditional dharmas

Are like dreams, illusions, bubbles, shadows;

Like dew and also like lightning:

Thus should they be contemplated.
—Vajracchedikā prajñāpāramitā Sutra

( Are the words in bold similes or metaphors?

Exercise 1
Underline the similes and metaphors in the following poems.

Carl Sandburg (1878-1967), 
US writer, noted especially 
for his poetry, often written 
in free verse. 

Fog

The fog comes

on little cat feet.

It sits looking

over harbor and city

on silent haunches

and then moves on.

Emily Dickinson (1830-86), 
American poet. Her poems 
reflect the struggles 
of her reclusive life.
I’m Nobody

I’m nobody, who are you?

Are you nobody too?

Then there’s a pair of us.

Don’t tell — they’d banish us, you know.

How dreary to be somebody,

How public — like a frog —

To tell your name the livelong June

To an admiring bog.
Personification is another figure of speech.

E.g. Father Time will wait for no man.
Oxymoron: a figure of speech in which two opposing ideas are put together for emphasis:
bitter-sweet, a busy idler, cruel kindness, etc.

Hyperbole: deliberate exaggeration for effects

There must be millions of rats in this field.
Euphemism: saying something unpleasant in an inoffensive way

The soldiers fell in battle.

He was guilty of a terminological inexactitude.

Exercise 2
Match the figures of speech to the sentences or phrases on the right. The first one has been done as an example
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Simile

Metaphor

Personification

Oxymoron

Hyperbole

Euphemism


	(
(
(
(
(
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	(Waves as high as Mount Everest.

(His father has passed away.

(The bus slipped into the stream of traffic.

(His air is one of friendly hostility.

(Sport that wrinkled Care derides,

And Laughter holding both his sides. 

(On the crown of the hill there was a castle.
(He is not quite his normal self.

(The house is like a bus.

(He embraced her a thousand times.

(Faith unfaithful kept him falsely true.

(I’ve told you a million times not to use that word!

(He has fallen asleep.

	
	
	


Exercise 3

Underline the metaphors/similes and circle the words personified. The first one has been done as an example.

A youth is impetuous fire. A maid is ice and desire. The world wags on. A rose will bloom. It then will fade. So does a youth. So does the fairest maid.

Love is in love with me. Some may think only to marry. Others will tease and tarry. Mine is the very best parry. Cupid rules us all. 

Caper the caper; sing me the song. Death will come soon to hush us along. Sweeter than honey and bitter as gall, Cupid he rules us all.

What Is A Youth

What is a youth?

Impetuous fire.

What is a maid?

Ice and desire.

The world wags on.

A rose will bloom.

It then will fade.

So does a youth.

So does the fairest maid.

Comes a time when one sweet smile

Has its season for awhile.

Then Love’s in love with me.

Some may think only to marry.

Others will tease and tarry.

Mine is the very best parry,

Cupid he rules us all.

Caper the caper; sing me the song.

Death will come soon to hush us along.

Sweeter than honey and bitter as gall,
Love is the pastime that never will pall.

Sweeter than honey and bitter as gall,

Cupid he rules us all.

(20 second flute interlude)

A rose will bloom.

It then will fade.

So does a youth.

So does the fairest maid.

RHYME

Goldfinger

John Barry, Leslie Bricusse & Anthony Newley, Shirley Bassey
Goldfinger

He’s the man, the man with the _______________ touch.

A _______________ touch

Such a cold finger

Beckons you to enter his web of sin,

But don’t go in.

Golden words he will pour in your _______________,

But his lies can’t disguise what you _______________,

For a golden girl knows when he’s kissed her,

It’s the kiss of death from

Mister Goldfinger.

Pretty girl, beware of this heart of _______________.

This heart is _______________.

Golden words he will pour in your _______________,

But his lies can’t disguise what you ________________,

For a golden girl knows when he’s kissed her,

It’s the kiss of death from

Mister Goldfinger.

Pretty girl, beware of this heart of ________________.

This heart is ________________.

He loves only gold,

Only gold.

He loves gold.

He loves only gold,

Only gold.

He loves gold.

The ‘-eep’ Words

Add one or two consonants in front of the ‘-eep’ which best completes the meaning.
1. The man was caught for ……eeping through a keyhole at the ladies who were getting dressed.

2. My uncle, who has been living in New Zealand for thirty years, owns a big farm where livestock like cattle, pigs and ……eep are kept.

3. You don’t have to worry about Mrs Lee. She is only ……eeping for joy.

4. It took me almost an hour to finish walking this ……eep path. What a tough job!

5. Could you please ask the maid to ……eep the floor to remove the crumbs?

6. If you want to leave a message, please do it after the ……eep.

7. Look! The tortoise is ……eeping towards the sleeping dog.

8. The robber stabbed the man in the back and a ……eep wound was left.

Periods of English Literature

Period


Century
Famous writers

Middle English Period

11th-15th
Geoffrey Chaucer

The Renaissance

16th-17th
William Shakespeare, John Donne,







Christopher Marlowe, John Milton

The Augustan Age

17th-18th
Jonathan Swift, Alexander Pope,
Daniel Defoe

The Romantic Period

18th-19th 
Jane Austen, Lord Byron, 

Percy Bysshe Shelley, Mary Shelley
The Victorian Period

19th 

Charlotte Brontë, Emily Brontë, 

Charles Dickens, Oscar Wilde

The Modern Period

20th

George Bernard Shaw, Virginia Woolf, 

James Joyce, George Orwell
The Renaissance




William Shakespeare (1564-1616)

English dramatist and poet. He was born and died at Stratford-upon-Avon but spent most of his life as an actor and playwright in London. His plays are written mostly in blank verse and include comedies, such as A Midsummer Night’s Dream and As You Like It; historical plays, including Richard III and Henry V; and the four great tragedies: Hamlet, King Lear, Macbeth and Othello. He also wrote 154 sonnets and a few long poems.

xe "Shakespeare"
Men are like April when they woo, December

when they wed. Maids are May when they are maids, but 

the sky changes when they are wives.  

—As You Like It, IV, 1
Love sought is good, but given unsought is better.

—Twelfth Night, III, 1
But love is blind, and lovers cannot see

The pretty follies that themselves commit.

—The Merchant of Venice, II, 6
Sigh no more, ladies, sigh no more,

  Men were deceivers ever,

One foot in sea and one on shore,

  To one thing constant never.

—Much Ado About Nothing, II, 3
The Augustan Age

Jonathan Swift (1667-1745)

Irish satirist, poet, and Anglican cleric; known as Dean Swift. He is best known for Gulliver’s Travels (1726), a satire on human society in the form of a fantastic tale of travels in imaginary lands.




Alexander Pope (1688-1744)

English poet. A major figure of the Augustan age, he is famous for his caustic wit and metrical skill, in particular his use of the heroic couplet. Notable works: The Rape of the Lock (1712); An Essay on Man (1733-4).

A little learning is a dangerous thing;
Drink deep, or taste not the Pierian spring.

—Essay on Criticism




The Romantic Period

Percy Bysshe Shelley (1792-1822)

English poet. He was a leading figure of the romantic movement with radical political views. Notable works include Queen Mab (1813), Prometheus Unbound (1820), Adonais (1821), and shorter lyrics, including the odes “To the West Wind’ and ‘To a Skylark’ (both 1820).

If Winter comes, can Spring be far behind?

—Ode to the West Wind



Mary Shelley (1797-1851)

English writer. She eloped with Percy Bysshe Shelley in 1814 and married him in 1816. She is chiefly remembered as the author of the Gothic novel Frankenstein, or the Modern Prometheus (1818).




The Victorian Period

Charles Dickens (1812-70)

English novelist. His novels are notable for their satirical humour and treatment of contemporary social problems, including the plight of the urban poor and the corruption and inefficiency of the legal system. Memorable characters such as Scrooge and Mr Micawber contributed to his work’s popular appeal. Some of his most famous novels are Oliver Twist (1837-8), A Christmas Carol (1843), David Copperfield (1850), and Great Expectations (1860-1).




Oscar Wilde (1854-1900)

Irish dramatist, novelist, poet, and wit. His advocacy of ‘art for art’s sake’ is evident in his only novel, The Picture of Dorian Gray (1890). As a dramatist he achieved success with the comedies Lady Windermere’s Fan (1892) and The Importance of Being Earnest (1895). Wilde was imprisoned (1895-7) for homosexual offences and died in exile.



When one is in love, one always begins by deceiving one’s self, and one always ends by deceiving others. That is what the world calls a romance.

Men marry because they are tired; women, because they are curious: both are disappointed.

Children begin by loving their parents; as they grow older they judge them; sometimes they forgive them.

— The Picture of Dorian Gray
The Modern Period

George Bernard Shaw (1856-1950)

Irish dramatist and writer. His best-known plays combine comedy with a questioning of conventional morality and thought; they include Man and Superman (1903), Pygmalion (1913), and St. Joan (1923). A socialist, he became an active member of the Fabian Society. Nobel Prize for Literature (1925).




George Orwell (1903-50)

British novelist and essayist, born in India. His work is characterized by his concern about social injustice. His most famous works are Animal Farm (1945), a satire on Communism as it developed under Stalin, and Nineteen Eighty-four (1949), a dystopian account of a future state in which every aspect of life is controlled by Big Brother.
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