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Lesson 34
1
34 Linking and intonation

LESSON 34

· Linking 

· Intonation

If you have any problems in reading the phonetic symbols, please download the IPA Fonts from the website http://www.phon.ucl.ac.uk/home/wells/fonts.htm. It is very easy!

LINKING
1.1
Words are usually uttered in a continuum, all linked up together, like this:

ə 
ə 
ə 
ə
an egg
a fried egg

a box of eggs



Rock and roll


not at all



look at it


come on


1.2
In British English (RP), a word said in isolation never ends in . 



far



near

Nevertheless, in connected speech an  may be pronounced if the next word begins with a vowel sound — R-linking.

far away  


  

far out  
near enough  
Practice 


1.  once and for all



2.  first of all



3.  Once upon a time, there was an old and sick and poor lady.



4.  I’ve tried my best. What else do you want?



5.  Isn’t it a pity that the art is being lost?     



6.  I don’t like him at all.



7.  After all, he’s your classmate.



8.  What is it about? Let’s look at it more closely.

INTONATION
xe "intonation"

xe "tones"
TONES

Exercise 1
Repetition of tones

Listen and repeat:

Fall:

\ yes
\ no
\ well
\ four

Rise:

/ yes
/ no
/ well
/ four

Fall-rise:
\/ yes
\/ no
\/ well
\/ four

Rise-fall:
/\ yes
/\ no
/\ well
/\ four

Level:

_ yes
_ no
_ well
_ four

Exercise 2
Production of tones

When you hear the number, say the syllable with the tone indicated:

1. / them

2. \ why

3. \/ well

4. \ John

5. / what

6. /\ no

7. \ here

8. \/ you

9. / now

10. \ end

Exercise 3
Identification

You will hear each syllable twice. Write an appropriate tone symbol.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Now check your answers.

Exercise 4
Production in context

When you hear the sentence, say the response with the tone indicated.

Hello, is that 661071?




/ yes

Do you know any scientists?



\/ some

Keep away from that road!



\ why

How many dogs have you got?



\ two

Have you ever heard such a terrible thing?

/\ no

What colour is your car?



\ red

Do you want my plate?




/ please

Don’t you like it?




\/ yes

You haven’t seen my watch, have you?


/ no

What was the weather like?



\ wet

USE OF TONES

2.1
Falling tone is used in statements, wh-questions and commands.


2.2
Rising tone is used in yes-no questions (and some statements and wh-questions).

(a)
yes-no questions:

(b)
statements (soothing or encouraging)

(c)
wh-questions (showing interest)

2.3
Fall-rise tone is used in apologies and requests.



THE TONIC SYLLABLE

Exercise 1
Identifying the tonic 


syllable

Listen and repeat, then underline the tonic syllable.

1. We could go by bus

2. Of course it’s broken

3. The car was where I’d left it

4. How much is the biggest one

5. I knew it would go wrong

6. It was too cold

7. Here it is

8. That was a loud noise

9. We could go from Manchester

10. Have you finished

Now check your answers.

Exercise 2
Pronouncing the tonic 

syllable

When you hear the number, say the item with the tonic syllable in the place indicated, using a falling tone:

1. Don’t do that
2. Don’t do that

3. Don’t do that

4. Write your name
5. Write your name

6. Write your name

7. Here’s my pen
8. Here’s my pen

9. Here’s my pen
10. Why don’t you try
11. Why don’t you try

12. Why don’t you try

13. Why don’t you try

TAG-QUESTIONSxe "tag-questions"

xe "question tags"

Choose the correct answer and ask the question, paying attention to the intonation. 

1. You could hardly recognize her, ___?

A.  could you

B.  could I

C.  couldn’t you

D.  couldn’t I

2. That is not the way to do it, ___?

A.  is that

B.  isn’t that

C.  is it

D.  are they

3. There was no one in the classroom, ___?

A.  was there

B.  wasn’t there

C.  was it

D.  wasn’t it

4. Everything is going on well, ___?

A.  isn’t it

B.  is it

C.  aren’t they

D.  are they

5. Everybody enjoyed the programme, ___?

A.  aren’t they

B.  didn’t they

C.  isn’t he

D.  didn’t he

6. None of the news was good, ___?

A.  wasn’t it

B.  was it

C.  weren’t they

D.  were they

7. What a magnificent sight, ___?

A.  will you

B.  won’t it

C.  is it

D.  isn’t it

8. Little progress has been made in the peace talks, ___?

A.  has it

B.  hasn’t it

C.  has been it

D.  hasn’t been it

9. You need some help, ___?

A.  need you

B.  needn’t you

C.  do you

D.  don’t you

10. You’d better listen to him, ___?

A.  had you

B.  hadn’t you

C.  would you

D.  wouldn’t you

11. Be quiet, ___?

A.  will you

B.  won’t you

C.  shall we

D.  aren’t you

12. I’m sure you like it, ___?

A.  aren’t I

B.  am I

C.  don’t you

D.  do you

13. X: Mr. Chan is admitted 
to hospital.

Y: Oh, ___?

A.  he is, isn’t he

B.  he isn’t, is he

C.  he is, is he

D.  he isn’t, isn’t he

14. He has a sense of humour, ___?

A.  doesn’t he

B.  hasn’t he

C.  does he

D.  has he

15. Let us sit out the next dance, ___?

A.  will you

B.  let us not

C.  shall we

D.  shan’t we

16. Jane said that she wouldn’t come to the party, ___?

A.  did she

B.  didn’t she

C.  would she

D.  wouldn’t she

17. I am very good at making cakes, ___?

A.  isn’t it

B.  don’t I

C.  aren’t I

D.  haven’t I

18. What a nice day, ___?

A.  isn’t it

B.  doesn’t it

C.  won’t it

D.  is it

19. Let’s not invite Gertrude to the party, ___?

A.  shall we

B.  shan’t we

C.  will she

D.  won’t she

20. You and I ought to have cooperated with each other, ___?

A.  oughtn’t you

B.  oughtn’t I

C.  ought we

D.  oughtn’t we

21. John’s got a lot of good friends, ___?

A.  doesn’t he

B.  isn’t he

C.  hasn’t he

D.  wasn’t he

22. You need the dictionary now, ___?

A.  do you

B.  don’t you

C.  need you

D.  needn’t you

23. I have to do it now, ___?

A.  have I

B.  haven’t I

C.  don’t I

D.  do I

24. David dared to cheat in the examination, ___?

A.  dares he

B.  daren’t he

C.  did he

D.  didn’t he

25. Nothing is difficult if you try, ___?

A.  is it

B.  isn’t it

C.  do you

D.  don’t you

26. Winnie seldom arrives on time, ___?

A.  is she

B.  isn’t she

C.  does she

D.  doesn’t she

27. Mary has a lot of housework to do, ___?

A.  has she

B.  hasn’t she

C.  does she

D.  doesn’t she

28. None of us know Italian, ___?

A.  do we

B.  don’t we

C.  is it

D.  isn’t it

29. Father, I wish to go to that show, ___?

A.  wish I

B.  would I

C.  may I

D.  have I

30. Mrs. Wong hasn’t agreed to our proposal yet, ___?

A.  does she

B.  doesn’t she

C.  has she

D.  hasn’t she

31. You needn’t do all the work alone, ___?

A.  need you

B.  needn’t you

C.  do you

D.  don’t you

Tones: Exercise 3

1. \/ one

2. \ two

3. / three

4. /\ four

5. \ five

6. / six

7. \ now

8. \/ you

9. /\ more

10. / us

The tonic syllable

1. We could go by bus
2. Of course it’s broken

3. The car was where I’d left it

4. How much is the biggest one

5. I knew it would go wrong

6. It was too cold
7. Here it is

8. That was a loud noise

9. We could go from Manchester

10. Have you finished

ANSWERS

Question tags
1-10
ACAAB BDADB

11-20
BCCBC BCAAD

21-30
CBCDA CDACC

31
A














































Did John post that letter?








Falling tone (to force the other person to agree with you):





		It’s cold today, isn’t it?		








		It was a very good film, wasn’t it?	











Rising tone (not to force the other person to agree with you, but to ask him to give his opinion):





		You’re coming to tea with us, aren’t you?











(a)	apologies:





		 


		I am very sorry.








(b)	requests:





  		 


		Shut the window.		 	Don’t make me angry.
































Practice


1) Ask the following question, paying attention to the intonation.








Could you tell me where the bank is please?








2) Ask the question again, but substitute the bank with


the post office, 


the chemist’s,


the bus station and 


(d) 	the police station.





BUT use rising tone if the statements are intended to be soothing or encouraging:








I shan’t be long. 			John’ll be here soon.











I won’t drive too fast.











(b)	wh-questions (business-like):








Who on earth was that?








Which?








BUT use rising tone if you want to show more interest:








How’s your daughter?











(c)	strong commands:








Don’t be a stupid idiot.











Come and have dinner with us.





statements (complete and definite):








It was quite good.			I liked it very much.





























