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33 Stress and weak forms


LESSON 33

· Stress and weak forms

· Love or money

If you have any problems in reading the phonetic symbols, please download the IPA Fonts from the website http://www.phon.ucl.ac.uk/home/wells/fonts.htm. It is very easy!

STRESS
 XE "stress" 
A sound knowledge of stress improves not only your spoken English, but also your listening ability. 

1
The addition of suffix may or may not affect the place of stress.

1.1
Stress-carrying suffixes

1.  -ee: refugee

/ ref ju (d(i( /
employ + -ee
absent + -ee
2.  -eer: mountaineer
/ ma(nt ( (n(ə /
engine + -eer (engineer)
profit + -eer
3.  -ese: Portuguese
/ p(( t( ə (gi(z /

4.  -ette: cigarette
/ s(g ə (ret /

5.  -esque: picturesque 
/ pik t(ә (resk /
1.2
Neutral suffixes


comfort + -able


power + -less


anchor + -age


hurried + -ly


refuse + -al (refusal)

punish + -ment


wide + -en (widen)

yellow + -ness


wonder + -ful 


poison + -ous


amaze + -ing (amazing)

glory + -fy (glorify)


devil + -ish


other + -wise


bird + -like


fun + -y (funny)

1.3
Stress-moving suffixes


advantage + -eous (advantageous)
injure + -ious (injurious)


photo + -graphy



tranquil + -ity (tranquillity)


proverb + -ial



reflex + -ive 


climate + -ic (climatic)


embryo + -logy

2
A two-word phrase (first element adjectival) is pronounced with late stress. 

next ׀time


weekly ׀lessons
But a compound (first element nominal) is pronounced with early stress.

׀bedtime


׀blockbuster


׀Christmas card


׀music lessons

Sometimes a compound has a different meaning from the corresponding phrase.


a dark ׀room  


a ׀darkroom (a room for developing photographs)


a yellow ׀hammer


a ׀yellowhammer (a kind of bird)


a green ׀house


a ׀greenhouse (a building used for growing plants)


a moving ׀van



a ׀moving van (to carry furniture when one moves house)
 XE "compound words" 
Exercise
Compound words
When you hear the number, say the item.

(a) First element adjectival, stress on second element.

1. loudspeaker

2. bad-tempered

3. headquarters

4. second-class

5. three-wheeler

(b) First element nominal, stress on first element.

1. typewriter

2. car-ferry

3. sunrise

4. suitcase

5. tea-cup

(c) Mixture of types (a) and (b).

1. long-suffering

2. gunman

3. shoelace

4. red-blooded

5. gearbox

6. overweight

3
Change in stress may result in changing the meaning or part of speech.



progress /׀pr(( gres/ (noun)
progress /prə ׀gres/ (verb)


project /׀pr( d(ekt/ (noun) 
project /prə ׀d(ekt/ (verb)


protest /׀pr(( test/ (noun)
protest /prə ׀test/ (verb)


export /׀eks p((t/ (noun)
export /ik ׀sp((t/ (verb)


import /׀ım p((t/ (noun)
import /ım ׀p((t/ (verb)


content /׀k(n tent/ (noun)
content /kən ׀tent/ (verb/adjective)
Exercise
Word-class pairs
You will hear the number of the item and its word-class. Stress the second syllable if it is a verb; stress the first syllable if it is a noun or adjective.

	1. abstract (adjective)

2. conduct (verb)

3. contract (noun)

4. contrast (verb)

5. desert (noun)

6. escort (noun)

7. export (verb)

8. import (noun)

9. insult (verb)


	10. object (noun)

11. perfect (adjective)

12. permit (verb)

13. present (adjective)

14. produce (verb)

15. protest (noun)

16. rebel (verb)

17. record (noun)

18. subject (noun)




Put stress marks ( ׀ ) to the underlined words:


a perfect plan


to perfect a plan



a working permit

to permit him to do it



an unidentified object

to object to a proposal



a new record


to record your voice

Pronounce the following words.
1.
tail 
4.
charge


retail
surcharge


retailer

2.
age
5.
face



manage
surface


manager

3.
chase
6.
surcharge


purchase
surface


purchaser
surprised


WEAK FORMS
 XE "weak forms" 
1 Many English function words, articles, pronouns, prepositions, auxiliaries, modals, etc. have more than one pronunciation. 
They have a strong form, containing a strong vowel, and a weak form, containing a weak vowel. An example is at, with strong form /æt/ and weak form /ət/. It is important for learners of English to use weak forms appropriately. Otherwise, listeners may think they are emphasizing a word where this is not really so.

ə 
ə 
ə 
ə
I’m going to the shops to buy some eggs.

Exercise
Listen to the tape now. Write down the sentences and underline the words that are stressed.

We can wait ________________________________________________

How do the _________________________________________________

There are some ______________________________________________

She took ___________________________________________________
The basket __________________________________________________
Why should a ________________________________________________

You ought ___________________________________________________
He wants to __________________________________________________
Have you taken _______________________________________________

It’s true that he was ____________________________________________
 
Strong form
Weak form

a
(


am 
(

an 
(

and


are 
((


as 



at 



but
(


can 


could 
(

do 
(


does 
(

for 
((



from 
(

had 


has 


have 


he
(


her
((



him
(
(
his
(

(
must 
(

of 
(


shall 
(

((((
she
((

(

should
((

((
some 
(


than
(
((
that
(
((
the
((

(((
them
(
((

there
(

((

to 
(


us
(


was 
(

we
(


were 
((


you
(


your
((

 unusual
Exercise
Sentences for repetition

Listen and repeat:
 
We can wait for the bus.




(((

How do the lights work?




(((((

There are some new books I must read.


(((((

She took her aunt for a drive.



((((

The basket was full of things to eat.



(((((((((

Why should a man earn more than a woman?

(((((((((((
You ought to have your own car.

(((((((
He wants to come and see us at home.

(((((
Have you taken them from that box?

(((((((

It’s true that he was late, but his car could have broken down.

((((((((

(((

I shall take as much as I want.

(((((((((

Why am I too late to see him today?

(((((((

2
When sentence-initial, his, her, he, him, have, has, had are pronounced with the , i.e. 
3
In final position, strong forms are used: ((((((
((((
((((((((













































CAREER	2


DEVELOPMENT 



































