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LESSON 31
· Sounds and letters

If you have any problems in reading the phonetic symbols, please download the IPA Fonts from the website http://www.phon.ucl.ac.uk/home/wells/fonts.htm. It is very easy!

Sounds and letters

Practice 
Read the following aloud.

Though the rough cough and hiccough plough me through, 

I (a thorough worker) ought to cross the lough.
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English is a language where the spelling does not mirror the pronunciation, as demonstrated by the above example (in which the spelling “ough” can be pronounced as /((, (f, (f, (p, a(, u(, (, ((, (x, (k/).

The words “food”, “good” and “blood” are pronounced with different vowels — /u(/, /( and /(/, respectively. So are “mould” and “should/would” (pronounced with the vowels /((/ and /(/, respectively), despite the orthographic similarity. 
Blood and flood are not like food,

Nor is mould like should and would.

















































































