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1
30 Confusing words


LESSON 30

(
Confusing words

(
Collocations

In this lesson, we will first look at words which are easily confused. Then we will talk about collocations.

1.1
CONFUSING WORDS 1

Example:

No one can always remain (A.  young  

B.  youthful).

Answer: A

1.  The plane crashed, killing all 158 people (A. aboard  B. abroad).

2.  I saw a traffic (A. accident  B. incident) yesterday.

3.  If you take my (A. advice  B. advise) and study hard, you will pass the examination.

4.  This medicine has very little (A. affect  B. effect) on me.

5.  They came to my house (A. all together  B. altogether).

6.  The aged very often feel (A. alone  B. lonely).

7.  I play tennis on (A. alternate  B. alternative) days.

8.  I don’t like this shirt, please show me (A. another  B. the other).

9.  (A. A number of  B. The number of) pupils were caught cheating in the examination.

10.  If you know the answer, please (A. arise  B. rise  C. raise) your hand.

11.  No one can (A. assure  B. ensure  C. insure) success.

12.  After several years’ struggle, he became a boss (A. at the end  B. in the end).

13.  I shall have a hot (A. bath  B. bathe) and go to bed.

14.  He failed (A. because  B. because of) he was lazy.

15.  (A. Beside  B. Besides) English language, I like Chinese literature.

16.  I was (A. born  B. borne) in Hong Kong.

17.  I don’t quite appreciate your (A. childish  B. childlike) behaviour.

18.  Paul paid Peter a (A. complement  B. compliment) on his work.

19.  This book is easily written and is expected to be (A. comprehensive  B. comprehensible).
20.  A spy is a person who tries to get (A. confidant  B. confident  C. confidential) information from other countries.

21.  John earns a (A. considerable  B. considerate) income every month.

22.  There has been (A. continual  B. continuous) rain for a week.

23.  It is easier to give (A. council  B. counsel) than to follow it.

24.  I record my daily events with a (A. dairy  B. diary).

25.  He was (A. deduced  B. deducted) ten marks for that mistake.

26.  Your English is still (A. defective  B. deficient).

27.  He is (A. die  B. dead).

28.  I am (A. disinterested  B. uninterested) in what you say.

29.  The prison food was (A. eatable  B. edible).

30.  Some schools put special (A. emphasis  B. emphasize) on language study.

31.  He put the paper into the (A. envelop  B. envelope).

32.  I go to school (A. everyday  B. every day).

33.  Although this question is easy, (A. few  B. a few) students can answer it.

34.  Although this question is difficult, (A. few  B. a few) students can answer it.

35.  Last year, the government (A. found  B. founded) several new schools.

[Confusing vocabularies 1:

1-20
AAABA BAAAC BBAAB AABBC

21-35
AABBB ABBBA BBABB

1.2
CONFUSING WORDS 2

1. The idea would never work in (A. practice  B. practise).

2. (A. Little  B. A little) care would have prevented the accident.

3. John gave a (A. gold  B. golden) ring to his fiancée.

4. He was (A. hard  B. hardly) hurt at all.

5. Deaf people cannot (A. hear  B. listen).

6. Shakespeare is an (A. imaginary  B. imaginative) writer.

7. Lily was (A. in charge of  B. in the charge of) the baby.

8. Tom is an (A. industrial  B. industrious) student.

9. He was (A. ingenious  B. ingenuous) enough to overcome the limited budget.

10. The milk is (A. in  B. into) the bottle.

11. I am very (A. interesting  B. interested) in my work.

12. How is your sister getting on? I have not seen her (A. late  B. lately).

13. Of iron and gold, the (A. later  B. latter) is more useful and precious.

14. He (A. lays  B. lies) on the grass enjoying the sunshine.

15. He lives in a (A. luxuriant  B. luxurious) house. 

16. Flour is (A. made of  B. made from) wheat.

17. My (A. older  B. elder) brother is a government officer.

18. I need (A. patrol  B. petrol) for my car.

19. Shandong is a (A. peninsula  B. peninsular) province in China.

20. I was interviewed by a (A. personal  B. personnel) manager.

21. The dance ended and we all went off to our (A. respectable  B. respectful  C. respective) seats.

22. He (A. robs  B. steals) me of my money.

23. A thief (A. robs  B. steals) all the ready cash from my house.

24. The long queues of cars in the street made a wonderful (A. scene  B. scenery).

25. Don’t tease her; she is very (A. sensible  B. sensitive) and may lose her temper.

26. I have been waiting here for (A. sometime  B. some time  C. sometimes).

27. No matter how hard I pushed, the car remained (A. stationary  B. stationery).

28. How did the accident (A. take part  B. take place)?

29. (A. There is  B. It is) very hot at the Equator.

30. I (A. used to  B. am used to) smoke.

Collocations

 XE "collocations" 
Collocations are words that are frequently put together. ‘Strong tea’ and ‘heavy drinker’ are typical English collocations; so are ‘by accident’ and ‘so as to’.

An important web site on collocation is www.corpus.byu.edu/bnc  

2.1
Verbal expressions

Find the right object for the verb. 
E.g.
‘To take fright’, ‘to pay a visit’

pay

a trumpet


serve

a habit

work

a child

 

fly

a trick

bear

a miracle


waste

free

beg

a visit



set

time

blow

pardon



play

a flag

keep

one’s temper


break

a purpose

pay

sight of



set

a business

set

asleep



speak

hands

keep

to death



shake

touch with

fall

sail



run

the truth

put

count of



lose

light on

catch

attention



throw

fire to

break

a promise


catch

a prayer

catch

one’s mind


reach

fire

change
conclusion


save

a hand

draw

one’s nose


strike

trouble

blow

a cold



lend

a match

put

a stop to



say

an agreement

earn

an exam



miss

the truth

send

a corner



strike

a chance

have

the time



fall

an end to

tell 

occasion



put

fault with

turn

word



tell

the hour

pass

a living    


find

ill

keep

a train



lay

a meeting

catch

in love



throw

the table

use

one’s word


drive

a tyre

wear

force



blow up

the piano

fall

a look



play

a bargain

pay

a compliment


call

a glance

lose

mercy on


keep

an example

hold

one’s respects


lead

a risk

pay

a lie



run

a secret

tell

a meeting


lose

a busy life

have

heart



set

confidence in

ask

questions


throw

suspicion on 

2.2
‘Give’ and ‘Take’; ‘Make’ and ‘Do’

Divide the following words into two lists: those found with take and those found with give.

Take


Give

to take place

to give rise to

	a cry

a holiday

a laugh


a liking to 

a photograph

a shout


an answer

an explanation 

an interest

breath


care

charge of

consideration to 

examinations

flight

fright
	hold of

leave of

notice of

offence 

one’s word

pains

pity on


place


pleasure in

pride in


rise to


root

shape


steps to

thanks


turns



Divide the following words and expressions into two lists: those found with do and those found with make.
Do


Make

to do a favour

to make a difference

	a choice

a complaint

a confession

a discovery

a face

a favour

a good job

a journey

a kindness

a mistake

a service

a sum


a trip


an escape

an injury

an offer


business

certain


damage

duty 


enquiries

excuses

fast


friends 

	fun of


good


harm

haste


homework

justice to

love 


money 

one’s apologies


one’s best

one’s way

one’s worst

peace 


repairs

right 


room for 

trade


use of

war


way


welcome

wonders

work

wrong 



 XE "time" 
2.3
Collocations with the word 
‘Time’ 
1

at a time (when)
at one time

at that time

at the same time

at the time

at times 
before my time

behind the times

by that time

one/two/etc. at a time 

1.  They raised the alarm at half past eleven, but (already) ___ it was too late.

2.  Yes, I did hear that Dr. Williams had been married, but that was (before I was old enough to understand) ___.

3.  (Sometimes) ___ I get a curious pain in my leg, doctor.

4.  I never thought of it (while it was happening) ___, but later I realized that I ought to have been more careful.

5.  War broke out in 1914, but I was only a baby (then) ___.

6.  He made his fortune (during the period when) ___ others were going bankrupt.

7.  If you think that, you are hopelessly (out of date in your ideas) ___.

8.  (Once) ___ I thought I should like to be an engine driver, but I grew out of that.

9.  It’s very narrow. You’ll have to go along (one by one) ___.

2

for a time 
for the time being

in time 

in time(s) of

on time 

once upon a time

time after time, time and time again

to time 


1.  The train drew into the station (at the scheduled hour) ___.

2.  (During a certain period) ___ the two cars were abreast, but gradually one went ahead.

3.  It is very difficult to keep the trains running (according to plan) ___ in the winter.

4.  He is still very young. He’ll learn to do it (eventually) ___.

5.  (Once) ___ there was a poor woodcutter, who …

6.  I’ve told you that (repeatedly) ___ and still you don’t do it right.

7.  (When there’s a) ___ drought it is often forbidden to use water for the garden.

8.  Let’s leave the problem (temporarily) ___; we can return to it later.

2.4
Useful expressions with the word 
‘Age’
 XE "age" 

Age (noun):

He came to Hong Kong at the age of 10.

He started painting at an early age.

She finds it difficult to get along with friends of her (own) age.

Young people of all ages like popular music.

Children over the age of 12 must pay full fare.

It is illegal to sell cigarettes to children who are under age.

My mother is beginning to feel her age.

Behave yourself and act your age!

Your mother looks very young. She certainly does not look her age.

Some people will get very bad-tempered in their old age.

You are lucky if you can retire in your middle age.

War can be very destructive in the nuclear age.

In the age of the computer, everything seems to move on very fast.

I have not seen him for ages.
It takes ages to become fluent in a foreign language.

It took him ages to finish his work.

Age (verb):
Too much exposure to the sun will age the skin.

The population of Hong Kong is aging at an alarming rate.

My father’s memory gets worse and worse as he ages.

Aged (adjective):
A group of children aged 10 has been chosen to do the experiment.

The victim was a middle-aged woman.

The government has the responsibility to care for the sick and the aged.

EXERCISE

1. David Beckham is so popular that soccer fans __________________ are fond of him.

2. You are not a child any more. So __________________ and stop being so childish.

3. Where have you been? I have been waiting for you _______________.

4. Persons __________________ 18 are not allowed to place bets in off-course betting centres.

5. We are now living in _________ _________ information.

6. I do not think elderly people in Hong Kong are well taken care of. There are not enough care and attention centres for __________ ________.

7. This English course is only for learners __________________ between 8-10.

8. My little sister is very mature and she does not like to make friends with people _______________.

9. My grandmother used to be very fit and healthy, but now she is beginning to _______________.

10. That the population __________ ________ is a problem faced by governments in a lot of developed countries.

Verbal Expressions
pay a visit

earn a living

serve a purpose

miss a chance

work a miracle

send word

fly a flag


strike the hour

bear a child

have occasion

waste time

fall ill


beg one’s pardon

tell the time

set free


put an end to

blow a trumpet

turn a corner

play a trick

tell the truth


keep one’s temper
pass an exam

break a habit

find fault with

pay attention

keep one’s word

set fire to

lay the table

set sail


catch a train

speak the truth

throw a glance

keep count of 

use force

shake hands

drive a bargain

fall asleep

wear a look

run a business

blow up a tyre

put to death

fall in love

lose touch with

play the piano

catch sight of

pay a compliment

throw light on

call a meeting

break a promise

lose heart

catch fire

keep a secret

catch a cold

hold a meeting

reach an agreement
lead a busy life


change one’s mind
pay one's respects

save trouble

run a risk

draw a conclusion
tell a lie


strike a match

lose confidence in

blow one's nose

have mercy on

lend a hand

set an example

put a stop to

ask questions

say a prayer

throw suspicion on 

	Take
	
	Give
	Take/Give

	a holiday

a liking to

a photograph


an interest 

breath


care


charge of  

examinations


flight


fright


hold of


leave of


notice of

	pains


pity on


place


pleasure in

pride in


root
 

steps to

turns



	a cry

a laugh

a shout


an answer

an explanation 

consideration to

rise to

thanks


	offence

one’s word 

shape 


	Make
	
	Do
	Do/Make

	a choice


a complaint

a confession

a difference


a discovery

a face


a journey, a trip

a mistake

an escape

an offer


certain


enquiries

excuses

	fast


friends
 

fun of


haste
 

love, war, peace

money


one’s apologies

room for 

use of


way, one’s way


welcome

	a favour, a kindness

a good job

a service

an injury

business

damage, harm

duty

homework

justice to

one’s best

one’s worst

right, wrong

trade

wonders

work
	good

repairs




WORDS 1
Choose the best answer from the choices given.
1. The old man lives ___ and feels ___.

A.  lonely… alone

B.  alone… lonely

C.  alonely… lonely

D.  lonely… lonesome

2. That’s ___. I cannot imagine he would behave like that.

A.  incredulous

B.  increditable

C.  credible

D.  incredible

3. Do you understand what the notice ___?

A.  wrote

B.  spoke

C.  told

D.  said

4. After receiving treatment, the injured victim is ___ from hospital.

A.  disengaged

B.  dispensed

C.  despised

D.  discharged

5. The computer is really an ___ invention.

A.  ingenious

B.  ingenuous

C.  ingenuine

D.  impossible

6. The matter is highly ___. You must keep your mouth sealed.

A.  confident

B.  confined

C.  confidential

D.  concealed

7. David was sacked because he was ___ of his duties.

A.  neglect

B.  negligent

C.  negligence

D.  negligible

8. Swimming is one of my ___ pastimes.

A.  favourite

B.  favourable

C.  unfavourable

D.  flavourable

9. He felt very disappointed because she ___ his invitation to dinner.

A.  rejected

B.  dejected

C.  reclined

D.  declined

10. If you want to ___ our goal, you must try hard.

A.  gain 

B.  obtain

C.  achieve

D.  acquire

11. You are not allowed to leave the hall ___ you are told to do so.

A.  so

B.  until

C.  except

D.  since

12. John’s father has strong influence on him. His words ___ weight.

A.  carry

B.  mean

C.  affect

D.  are

13. Jane loves writing and she often ___ articles to the school newspaper.

A.  issue

B.  subscribe

C.  contribute

D.  distribute

14. Mother’s dishes smell ___. She is really a good cook.

A.  appetising

B.  appetite

C.  appetise

D.  appeal

15. There are ___ seven members in the committee.

A.  together

B.  all together

C.  altogether

D.  together with

16. John’s ___ to drugs made him become penniless.

A.  devotion

B.  addiction

C.  preference

D.  passion

17. I was ___ by a loud sound.

A.  woke

B.  awoke

C.  awake

D.  awakened

18. My watch does not have to be ___ up every day.

A.  winded

B.  wounded

C.  wound

D.  wind

19. The manager is worried about the ___ decrease in the sales.

A.  marked

B.  prominent

C.  noticed

D.  distinguished

20. The high-income families are not ___ for low-cost housing.

A.  legible

B.  eligible

C.  able

D.  capable

21. The football match was ___ for a fortnight because of the rain.

A.  postponed

B.  cancelled

C.  delayed

D.  abolished

22. My father is ___ with my results in the examination.

A.  satisfies

B.  satisfying

C.  satisfactory

D.  satisfied

23. The Clean Hong Kong Campaign is now in full ___.

A.  scale

B.  swing

C.  operation

D.  action

24. They look so alike that it is hard to ___ one from the other.

A.  make

B.  say

C.  tell

D.  see

25. This is not an ___ list. You can add some more ideas of your own.

A.  exhaustion

B.  exhaustive

C.  exhausting

D.  exhausted

26. John is very stubborn. He pays no ___ to his father’s words.

A.  heed

B.  ear

C.  service

D.  charge

27. AIDS is an ___ disease.

A.  inevitable

B.  imposing

C.  indifferent

D.  incurable

28. Henry is a ___ writer. He publishes many books each year.

A.  profitable

B.  poor

C.  prolific

D.  productive

29. Winnie is very responsible. She ___ her duty well.

A.  carries off

B.  performs

C.  acts

D.  works

30. She suffered ___ burns in the fire.

A.  minor

B.  light

C.  small

D.  little
31. This ___ campaign aims to win public interest in the new book.

A.  publicized

B.  publicity

C.  publication

D.  public

32. Connie will leave for Mexico ___.

A.  recently

B.  quickly

C.  shortly

D.  lately

33. I have been working on this for 5 years. ___ I have it completed.

A.  Lastly

B.  Later

C.  Latter

D.  At last

34. To children, ice cream is something ___.

A.  irresistible

B.  admirable

C.  lovable

D.  favourable

35. The firemen tried hard to ___ the blaze.

A.  relinquish

B.  distinguish

C.  extinguish

D.  anguish

36. This drama ___ is not to be missed.

A.  serious

B.  serial

C.  sequel

D.  series

37. After much effort, the infectious disease was finally brought under ___.

A.  order

B.  control

C.  cure

D.  management

38. All the committee members of the Students’ Association are ___.

A.  picked

B.  chosen

C.  elected

D.  selected

39. John is in heavy debts because he spends his money ___.

A.  extravagantly

B.  luxuriously

C.  extraordinarily

D.  lavishly

40. In face of danger, don’t ___ but keep calm.

A.  frightened

B.  afraid

C.  scare

D.  panic

41. The dentist filled all the ___ in my teeth.

A.  holes

B.  cavities

C.  hollows

D.  cracks

42. He has been working very late for seven ___ days.

A.  continuous

B.  consecutive

C.  continual

D.  consequent

43. The ___ in the kitchen are newly bought.

A.  kit

B.  apparatus

C.  utensils

D.  instruments

44. Only a little girl ___ in the plane crash.

A.  lived

B.  persisted

C.  alive

D.  survived

45. The opera will ___ after a short break.

A.  resume

B.  continue

C.  last

D.  sing

46. The construction is near ___, we can soon move into the new flat.

A.  ending

B.  completion

C.  finished

D.  final

47. Can you please ___ me a good dictionary for reference?

A.  borrow

B.  introduce

C.  recommend

D.  tell

48. David is not welcomed by his family. He is the black ___ of the family.

A.  person

B.  member

C.  cattle

D.  sheep

49. The new leader played a ___ role in bringing about reforms.

A.  head

B.  principle

C.  key

D.  first

50. Before a meeting, the chairman usually prepares the ___.

A.  venue

B.  agenda

C.  minutes

D.  attendance

WORDS 2

1. People who are blind from birth have no ___ of colour.

A.  prospect

B.  sight

C.  concept

D.  sensation

2. The other day, I ___ an old school friend on the ferry.

A.  bumped into

B.  stumbled over

C.  cam into contact with

D.  ran over

3. On Patricia’s winning the prize, Mabel grew ___ with envy.

A.  white

B.  yellow

C.  black

D.  green

4. She was ___ while pouring hot water into the jug.

A.  burnt

B.  scalded

C.  scorched

D.  boiled

5. Her fingers ___ with the bitter cold.

A.  tingled

B.  tinkled

C.  twinkled

D.  tangled

6. She is an open-hearted woman. This means she is ___

A.  generous

B.  frank and sincere

C.  kind-hearted

D.  heart-broken

7. The thugs gained entry into the premises ___ repairs.

A.  under the pretext of

B.  on the pretext under

C.  posing like

D.  imitating as

8. My ___ both fall in February.

A.  wife and my daughter birthday

B.  wife’s and my daughter birthdays

C.  wife’s and my daughter’s birthdays

D.  wife’s and my daughter’s birthday’s

9. We are visiting ___ this Sunday.

A.  Johnson’s and Thomson knitting factory

B.  John’s and Thomson’s knitting factory

C.  Johnson’s and Thomson knitting’s factory

D.  Johnson and Thomson’s knitting factory

10. Our school is situated ___.

A.  only a stone’s throw away

B.  only a stone throw away

C.  only a stone throw’s away

D.  only stone a throw away

11. ___ were killed during the Second World War.

A.  Hundreds of thousands people

B.  Hundred of thousand of people

C.  Hundred thousands people

D.  Hundreds of thousands of people

12. Gambling, drinking and extravagance were his ___.

A.  ruins

B.  ruin

C.  ruined

D.  ruining

13. He was conspicuous by his absence. This means that ___.

A.  nobody noticed his absence

B.  everybody noticed his absence

C.  his absence was deliberate

D.  his absence was not at all deliberate

14. If I were given a chance, I could always ___ your allegations.

A.  retract

B.  refuse

C.  remind

D.  refute

15. His book was a flop. This means that ___.

A.  his book was a success

B.  his book was a failure

C.  his book was a spectacular success

D.  all the copies of his books were sold out

Words

Words 1

1-20
BDDDA CBADC
BACAC BDCAB

21-40
ADBCB ADCBA
BCDAC DBCAD

41-50
BBCDA BCDCB

Words 2

1-15
CADBA BACDA
DBBDB
2.3
Collocations with the word 
‘Time’ (answers)

1

10.  They raised the alarm at half past eleven, but (already) by that time it was too late.

11.  Yes, I did hear that Dr. Williams had been married, but that was (before I was old enough to understand) before my time.
12.  (Sometimes) At times I get a curious pain in my leg, doctor.

13.  I never thought of it (while it was happening) at the time, but later I realized that I ought to have been more careful.

14.  War broke out in 1914, but I was only a baby (then) at that time.
15.  He made his fortune (during the period when) at a time (when) others were going bankrupt.

16.  If you think that, you are hopelessly (out of date in your ideas) behind the times.
17.  (Once) At one time I thought I should like to be an engine driver, but I grew out of that.

18.  It’s very narrow. You’ll have to go along (one by one) one at a time.
2

9.  The train drew into the station (at the scheduled hour) on time.
10.  (During a certain period) For a time the two cars were abreast, but gradually one went ahead.

11.  It is very difficult to keep the trains running (according to plan) to time in the winter.

12.  He is still very young. He’ll learn to do it (eventually) in time.
13.  (Once) Once upon a time there was a poor woodcutter, who …

14.  I’ve told you that (repeatedly) time after time (time and time again) and still you don’t do it right.

15.  (When there’s a) In time(s) of drought it is often forbidden to use water for the garden.

16.  Let’s leave the problem (temporarily) for the time being; we can return to it later.

2.4
Useful expressions with the word 
‘Age’ (answers)

11. David Beckham is so popular that soccer fans of all ages are fond of him.

12. You are not a child any more. So act your age and stop being so childish.

13. Where have you been? I have been waiting for you for ages.
14. Persons under the age of 18 are not allowed to place bets in off-course betting centres.

15. We are now living in the age of information.

16. I do not think elderly people in Hong Kong are well taken care of. There are not enough care and attention centres for the aged.
17. This English course is only for learners of the age between 8-10.

18. My little sister is very mature and she does not like to make friends with people of her (own) age.
19. My grandmother used to be very fit and healthy, but now she is beginning to feel her age.
20. That the population is aging is a problem faced by governments in a lot of developed countries.
























































































