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LESSON 27
· Prepositions
 XE "prepositions" 

 XE "prepositional phrases" 

1
PREPOSITIONAL PHRASES can be:

(a) adverbials

On Friday, the Prime Minister will make a press statement.

The castle is closed for urgent repairs.

(b) modifiers after a noun

the smile on her face

a loss of $200 million
a girl in a red dress

a woman in gold earrings

a lady with a black handbag

a man with red hair

a boy with a limp

a man of violent temper

a man of fifty-three

(a man in his early/late/mid fifties)

a man of/with common sense.

(In general, with suggests less permanent conditions.)

EXERCISE 1 — Fill in the blanks with prepositions.
1.  A girl ___ about sixteen ___ a pearl necklace.

2.  A young fellow ___ a broken leg.

3.  She was laid up ___ the flu.

4.  Four young men ___ pleasant appearance ___ grey suits.

5.  That lady ___ red ___ a shopping basket is my sister.
EXERCISE 2 — Fill in the blanks with the prepositional phrases given.
at hand
at once
by all means
by the way
in common
in the end
on any account
on purpose
out of order
out of sight
1.  (Certainly) ___ borrow my book if you want to.

2.  (Incidentally) ___, the book you lost was found in the train, and you must go to the office to claim it.

3.  I took my watch to the watchmaker because it was (not going right) ___.

4.  It is wise to have a doctor (near by) ___ in case of emergency.

5.  It’s surprising they got married. They seem to have no interests (which they share) ___.

6.  She told her children that they must not, (whatever happened) ___, play with matches.
7.  The novel ended happily, and the young couple were married (at last) ___.

8.  We stood waving until the train was (could not be seen any more) ___.

9.  When you tell him something he always does the opposite (deliberately) ___.
10.  You must act (immediately) ___ if you are to save his life.
 XE "prepositional verbs" 

 XE "phrasal verbs" 
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A preposition sometimes follows a verb or an adjective, and forms an IDIOM with it.

Fill in the blanks with prepositions.

1. You will have to abide ___ the discipline of our college.

2. He was absent ___ school.

3. Nic Tse was charged ___ conspiracy to pervert the course of justice.
4. Keep ___ the grass.

5. There is no sure key ___ a man’s character.
6. She is rather sensitive ___ criticism.

7. The man is believed to have set the house ___ fire. (set fire ___ the house.)

8. It’s shivering ___ cold. 

9. If you don’t stop shouting ___ me, I’ll come and hit you.

10. This wine’s typical ___ the region.
3
PHRASAL VERBS often look like PREPOSITIONAL VERBS but we can see they are different when we use a pronoun as an object.

Phrasal verb:

I looked up the word.

( I looked the word up.

( I looked it up.

Prepositional verb:

I looked at the painting.

( I looked it at.  (
( I looked at it.  (
Phrasal-prepositional verb:

I looked forward to seeing you soon.

	 cut down 
	 =reduce

	 cut in
	 =interrupt

	 cut off
	 =isolate

	 cut out
	 =eliminate

	 cut up
	 =upset


1.  We shall have to cut ___ our expenses this year.

2.  He has had to cut ___ smoking since his illness.

3.  She is very cut ___ about her failure in the examination.

4.  The island is cut ___ from the mainland.

5.  Jane is impolite. She always cut ___ when others are talking.

	 look after
	 =take care of

	 look away
	 =turn the eyes aside

	 look down on
	 =despise

	 look for
	 =search for

	 look forward to
	 =wait eagerly

	 look in
	 =pay a call

	 look into
	 =investigate

	 look out
	 =be watchful

	 look over
	 =examine

	 look up
	 =find out

	 look up to
	 =respect


1.  Men are all equal. We should not look ___ others.

2.  Mother warns me to look ___ when crossing the road.

3.  Mr. Chan is kind and generous. Everybody looks ___ him.

4.  We should look ___ the contents of the document before signing it.

5.  Nurses are responsible for looking ___ patients.

6.  I hate him very much. Whenever I see him, I look ___.

7.  The applicant is looking ___ a reply from the company.

8.  The detective decides to look ___ the case.

9.  I am looking ___ my lost watch.

10.  Look ___ the meaning of this word in the dictionary.

11.  Why don’t you look ___ (on me) next time you’re in town?

( It may be easier to remember the phrasal or prepositional verbs if we group them according to the prepositions used. For example:

carry on

get on

go on

keep on

put on

take on

turn on
(A) On indicates continuation of a movement or action.

carry on

Carry on reading where you left off last time.

get on

How are you getting on with your studies?

go on

Nothing happens. So go on with your work.

keep on

The teacher keeps on repeating the same point.

(B) On is related to “surface” or “area”.

put on

In winter, we usually put on more clothes.

take on

John took on this part-time job to earn more money.

turn on

The success of a picnic usually turns on the weather.

PREPOSITIONS 1

1.  The mistake was ___ your negligence.

A.  due to 

B.  owing to

C.  because

D.  on account

2.  She is happy because she is ___ her present achievements.

A.  satisfactory with

B.  content with

C.  contented with

D.  please with

3.  ‘I’ve passed the examination,’ she said ___.

A.  with a contented smile

B.  with a content smile

C.  in a content manner

D.  with a content air

4.  The teacher is ___ his work.

A.  satisfied with

B.  satisfied by

C.  satisfactory to

D.  satisfactory for

5.  Fearing that his son might come to harm, the rich businessman ___ the kidnappers’ demands.

A.  agreed with

B.  agreed to

C.  gave away to

D.  submitted with

6.  I disagree ___ your giving up the project.

A.  to

B.  with

C.  in

D.  at

7.  She ___ jeans today.

A.  puts on

B.  dresses in

C.  dresses

D.  is wearing

8.  The teacher was ___ Tom’s breaking the window.

A.  angry about

B.  angry with

C.  furious with

D.  annoyed

9.  We congratulate Tom ___ his success in the examination.

A.  for

B.  on

C.  at

D.  because

10.  At the sight of the policemen, the robbers ___ the back door.

A.  ran after

B.  dashed off

C.  rushed on to

D.  made for

11.  Owing to the bad weather, the picnic was ___ until next Sunday.

A.  put off

B.  called off

C.  taken off

D.  broken off

12.  Mr. Lee looks ___ from overwork.

A.  run down

B.  run out

C.  tired down

D.  exhausted up

13.  He’s in a bad humour today. ___ of what he says.

A.  Pay no attention

B.  Ignore

C.  Turn a deaf ear

D.  Take no notice

14.  Teachers should be concerned ___ the growth of the younger generation.

A.  with

B.  in

C.  for

D.  by

15.  ___ of the huge crowds the singer had drawn, the organizer has decided to add four more shows to her week-long season at the Lee Theatre.

A.  With a view

B.  In view

C.  With regard

D.  As regards

16.  When Mrs. Lee heard that her husband was among the victims of the air crash, she ___ tears.

A.  burst out

B.  burst into

C.  was overcome with

D.  was seized with

17.  A 17-year-old youth was yesterday brought to Western Court ___ a murder and two wounding charges.

A.  for

B.  with

C.  on

D.  of

18.  As I was waiting for a bus, a man ran ___ me with a policeman close behind him.

A.  passed

B.  past

C.  pass

D.  pasting

19.  His parents did not take in what he said.

This means that his parents did not ___

A.  let him finish his story.

B.  understand what he told them.

C.  believe him.

D.  know what he intended to do.

20.  I’m fed up with her gossip.

This shows that the writer ___

A.  is tired of listening to her idle talk about others.

B.  is fond of listening to her gossip.

C.  enjoys listening to her strange stories.

D.  is keen on listening to her adventures in strange lands.

21.  Her plan to further her studies abroad fell through in the end.

We learn from this that ___

A.  she managed to further her studies abroad.

B.  her efforts to further her studies abroad came to nothing.

C.  her plan was strongly opposed.

D.  she succeeded in carrying out her plan at last.

22.  No sooner had she heard of her husband’s death than she passed out.

We are told that the woman ___ as soon as she heard the bad news.

A.  died

B.  lost control of herself

C.  became hysterical

D.  became unconscious

23.  The unemployed man made away with himself yesterday.

From this we learn that the poor man ___ yesterday.

A.  ran away

B.  killed himself

C.  went into hiding

D.  avoided seeing all his friends and relatives by locking himself in his hut.

24.  Our plan to buy a video cassette recorder paid off at last.

We know that the writer ___

A.  had to pay a lot of money to buy the cassette recorder.

B.  bought the cassette recorder by monthly instalments.

C.  had at last owned a cassette recorder.

D.  had at the last moment given up his plan to buy a cassette recorder.

25.  The results of the entrance examination will be announced in due course.

We can expect to hear the results of the examination ___

A.  soon.

B.  by and by.

C.  in a fortnight.

D.  sooner or later.

26.  When a mysterious explosion crippled Apollo 13, the whole world was anxious ___ the astronauts’ safety.

A.  over

B.  for

C.  with

D.  of

27.  In case I win the race I shall treat you ___ a grand dinner.

A.  for

B.  with

C.  in

D.  to

28.  Is this the woman ___ you proposed yesterday?

A.  from whom

B.  who to

C.  in whom

D.  to whom

29.  Her name is ___ the tip of my tongue.

A.  on

B.  in

C.  with

D.  at

30.  He was disappointed ___ his hopes.

A.  with

B.  in

C.  on

D.  for

31.  She sets no bounds ___ her desires

A.  to

B.  with

C.  in

D.  for

32.  The refugees were hoping ___ hope that they would be allowed to stay in Hong Kong.

A.  upon

B.  over

C.  against

D.  by

33.  To do that would be to ___.

A.  court disaster

B.  court for disaster

C.  court with disaster

D.  court on disaster

34.  I regret to say that your work falls short ___ my expectations.

A.  in

B.  of

C.  with

D.  by

35.  I have fallen behind ___ my rent.

A.  on

B.  for

C.  with

D.  at

36.  When is your passport due ___ renewal?

A.  to

B.  for

C.  in

D.  with

37.  ___ the last three years, she has been ___ my employ.

A.  Since / of

B.  For / on

C.  Over / under

D.  For / in

38.  My father is now in Canada ___ business.

A.  on 

B.  in

C.  at

D.  by

39.  Don’t jump ___ conclusions; you ought to think it over again.

A.  on

B.  to

C.  up

D.  in

40.  The thugs made off with the stolen money ___ cover of darkness.

A.  in

B.  on

C.  under

D.  over

41.  ___ his brother, John is very intelligent.

A.  With contrast to

B.  On contrast to

C.  As contrast with

D.  In contrast to

42.  He was in London ___ four days ago.

A.  for

B.  before

C.  until

D.  during

43.  Don’t ply him ___ drink; he has to drive us home!

A.  by

B.  in

C.  on

D.  with

44.  His reputation was ___ stake.

A.  at

B.  in

C.  on

D.  by

PHRASAL VERBS

1.  You’d better leave your luggage here. Later on you can ___ it.

A.  call for

B.  call at

C.  call in 

D.  call on

2.  The Police Commissioner ___ all civic-minded citizens to cooperate with the police in combating violent crimes.

A.  called for

B.  called at

C.  called on

D.  called in

3.  Does this train ___ every station?

A.  call at

B.  call for

C.  call with

D.  call by

4.  Can’t you ___ from such bad habits as gambling and excessive drinking?

A.  break off

B.  break down

C.  break out

D.  break away

5.  It is still a mystery why she ___ her engagement to John.

A.  broke down

B.  broke out

C.  broke off

D.  broke into

6.  He is an out-and-out spendthrift. He ___ all the money he won in the lottery in a week.

A.  ran out

B.  ran up

C.  ran through

D.  ran over

7.  You look ___. What’s the matter?

A.  run over

B.  run up

C.  run through

D.  run down

8.  It’s obvious that his book is becoming more and more popular. It has already ___ twelve editions.

A.  run up

B.  run on

C.  run through

D.  run into

9.  The Customs officials asked the suspected smuggler to ___ his pockets.

A.  turn off

B.  turn on

C.  turn over

D.  turn out

10.  The fertilizer factory in Kwun Tong ___ 700 tons of phosphate a day.

A.  turns in

B.  turns up

C.  turns out

D.  turns over

11.  The tenant was ___ of the house for not paying his rent.

A.  turned up

B.  turned out

C.  turned off

D.  turned down

12.  The whole town ___ to welcome the Queen.

A.  turned out

B.  turned in

C.  turned over

D.  turned away

13.  “John, you’ll have to work specially hard to ___ being late yesterday,” said the teacher.

A.  make up for

B.  make for

C.  make up with

D.  make with

14.  Will you ___ your promise?

A.  stand by

B.  stand up

C.  stand on

D.  stand in

15.  To the surprise of all, the challenger ___ the reigning boxing champion in all the ten rounds.

A.  stood up for

B.  stood to

C.  stood up with

D.  stood up to

16.  Do all the people in China admire Communism and all it ___?

A.  stands by

B.  stands for

C.  stands up

D.  stands with

PREPOSITIONS 2

1.  You’d better act ___ my advice before it is too late.

A.  at

B.  on

C.  for

D.  off

2.  You are my friend. I hope you will back me ___ in this argument.

A.  at

B.  on

C.  in

D.  up

3.  I checked ___ late at the hotel so I missed the train.

A.  for

B.  off

C.  out

D.  in

4.  The police had successfully crack ___ the triad societies.

A.  up to

B.  down on

C.  in

D.  out

5.  That heartless husband did ___ his wife by poisoning her.

A.  away with

B.  down with

C.  over

D.  out

6.  The lawyer is still drawing ___ the contract for the sale.

A.  on

B.  off

C.  up

D.  out

7.  The volcano suddenly blew ___ and the whole city perished.

A.  out

B.  in

C.  off

D.  up

8.  If you go on shoplifting, you will end ___ in jail.

A.  up

B.  off

C.  at

D.  out

9.  He was very depressed when all his plans fell ___.

A.  out

B.  through

C.  off

D.  over

10.  John fell ___ Mary over some trifles.

A.  in with

B.  out with

C.  off

D.  for

11.  It’s no use hanging ___ here. Nothing is going to happen.

A.  around

B.  over

C.  back

D.  up

12.  John finds it hard to live ___ his father’s expectations.

A.  on

B.  down

C.  up in

D.  up to

13.  I have put on much weight. I need to let my dresses ___ a bit.

A.  down

B.  off

C.  out

D.  in

14.  We are counting on you. Don’t let us ___.

A.  down

B.  off

C.  out

D.  in

15.  The principal let the naughty student ___ with a warning.

A.  down

B.  off

C.  out

D.  in

16.  Having been sick for months, John’s father passed ___ last night.

A.  out

B.  down

C.  by

D.  away

17.  As soon as I get my salary, I will pay ___ my debts.

A.  in

B.  on

C.  out

D.  off

18.  I don’t know why she picks ___ him all the time. She seems to hate him.

A.  up

B.  off

C.  on

D.  in

19.  I have picked ___ some Italian during my visit there.

A.  up

B.  off

C.  on

D.  at

20.  Be patient, the train will pull ___ soon.

A.  up

B.  on

C.  in

D.  down

21.  You can rely on me. I will stand ___ you whenever you need me.

A.  up

B.  by

C.  on

D.  at

22.  This symbol stands ___ love and liberty.

A.  on

B.  for

C.  up

D.  by

23.  Be always ready to stand ___ your own principles.

A.  up at

B.  on at

C.  up for

D.  out for

24.  He has thrown ___ a very good job and gone off somewhere.

A.  up

B.  on

C.  over

D.  off

25.  The assassination has triggered ___ a war between the two nations.

A.  up

B.  on

C.  over

D.  off

26.  Would you lend me your pen? Mine has run ___ ink.

A.  over

B.  into

C.  off

D.  out of

27.  This theory has been fully tested ___ and there is practical confirmation.

A.  in

B.  out

C.  down

D.  into

28.  John has followed the plan ___ to the end.

A.  through 

B.  on

C.  up

D.  off

29.  That gambler diced his fortune ___ at the casino.

A.  through

B.  away

C.  off

D.  out

30.  The shoplifter ran ___ before we could catch him.

A.  over

B.  into

C.  off

D.  out

31.  The thief was still at large. The police were beating ___ for him.

A.  about 

B.  down

C.  in

D.  out

32.  It was very hot and John took a shower to cool himself ___.

A.  down

B.  up

C.  over

D.  off

33.  These experts are capable of ironing ___ any problems that arise.

A.  into

B.  out

C.  away

D.  off

34.  We expected him to die months ago but he lingered ___ in pain.

A.  around

B.  away

C.  on

D.  off

35.  The new TV station manages to sign ___ most of the best performers.

A.  in

B.  out

C.  up

D.  off
PREPOSITIONS 3

Fill in the following blanks with the most suitable preposition. If no word is required, write X.
1. I am in dire need ________ money.

2. Mice are scared ________ cats.

3. Smoking is hazardous ________ health.

4. The notice says, “Keep ________ the grass.”
5. Don’t shout. The trial is ________ progress.

6. If the train is ________ schedule, she can be here at 4:30 p.m.

7. I’m tired ________ going out for lunch every day.

8. The noise is disturbing me. I cannot concentrate ________ my work.

9. I know him well. I can assure you ________ his honesty.

10. It is late now. I shall accompany ________ May home.

11. Don’t be jealous ________ others’ wealth and success.

12. The Government should provide the people ________ welfare services.

13. There is little hope in curing him ________ his disease.

14. John resembles ________ his father.

15. ________ my opinion, this problem is ________ of the question.

16. The fire victims were put ________ at the temporary housing estate.

17. ________ view ________ the rise in crime rate, the police have strengthened patrols of the area.

18. Don’t worry ________ her health. She is ________ the mend.

19. A monument was set up ________ memory ________ the late Emperor.

20. A lot of difficulties cropped ________ when the plan was implemented ________.

21. The famous swimmer carries ________ six gold medals in the Olympics.

22. The little girl was arrested ________ a charge ________ shoplifting.

23. John fails to live ________ ________ his parents’ expectation.

24. You’re leaving tomorrow. I’ll come to see you ________.

25. Please teach me. I lack ________ experience.

26. The student’s mind is occupied ________ tests and examinations.

27. I am now ________ diet. I do not want to put ________ weight.

28. John is interested ________ and fond ________ sailing.

29. You should not feel inferior ________ the others.

30. Are you satisfied ________ my performance?

If paying  (31)  crossed cheque or money order, make it payable  (32)  “The Urban Council”. To avoid refunds or requests  (33)  additional payment, leave the amount  (34)  payment blank but write a maximum limit between the crossed lines  (35)  the cheque. 

When I look  (36)  at the past and think how much time has been wasted  (37)  vain, how much time was lost  (38)  ignorance  (39)  how to live, how often I sinned  (40)  my heart and spirit, my heart bleeds.

The Library offers an  (41) –line computer search service  (42)  all students and faculty  (43)  the University. If users find the printed indexes or abstracts inadequate  (44)  their research needs, they may apply  (45)  the reference librarian  (46)  this service.

 (47)  the book “A Room  (48)  A View”, Lucy and Charlotte travel  (49)  Florence and live  (50)  the Pensione Bertolini where they encounter  (51)  the uncouth Mr. Emerson and his son George. George always takes care  (52)  Lucy and one day gives her an unexpected kiss, which makes the two shocked ladies cut short their stay. When they return  (53)  home, Lucy accepts a proposal  (54)  marriage  (55)  Cecil. However, George’s appearance disturbs Lucy and she plans another trip abroad, breaking  (56)  Cecil and leaving George.  (57)  the last moment, Lucy realizes what she has gone  (58)  such pains to conceal – that she and George are   (59)  love. They take their honeymoon  (60)  the Pensione Bertolini, overlooking a magnificent view  (61)  Florence.

PREPOSITIONS 1

1…..ABAAB BDABD

11…AADCB BCBCA

21…BDBCA BDDAB

31…ACABC BDABC

41…DCDA

PHRASAL VERBS

1…..ACADC CDDDC

11…BAAAD B

PREPOSITIONS 2

1…..BDCBA CDABB

11…ADCAB DDCAC

21…BBCAD DBABC

31…ADBCC 

PREPOSITIONS 3

1. of

2. of

3. to

4. off

5. in

6. on

7. of

8. on

9. of

10. X

11. of

12. with

13. of

14. X

15. In, out

16. up

17. In, of

18. about, on

19. in, of

20. up, X

21. off

22. on, of

23. up to

24. off

25. X

26. with

27. on, on

28. in, of

29. to

30. with

31. by

32. to

33. for

34. of

35. of

36. back

37. in

38. in

39. of

40. against

41. on

42. to

43. of

44. for

45. to

46. for

47. In

48. with

49. to

50. at/in

51. X

52. of

53. X

54. of

55. from

56. with

57. At

58. to

59. in

60. at/in

61. of

PREPOSITIONAL PHRASES

1.1
AT 

at table


at work
at any rate

at the same time

at first sight 

at times

at war


at will 


at hand


at a loss
at most


at a profit

at last


at heart

at once


at all costs

1.  He felt perfectly well before dinner, but while (he was eating) ___ he had to retire.

2.  I am (unable) ___ to explain where all the money has gone.

3.  She is only twenty-five. (Anyhow) ___, that is what she says.

4.  Most people find it difficult to read and listen to the radio (simultaneously) ___.

5.  (Sometimes) ___ I think he isn’t quite right in his head.

6.  I took a dislike to her (from the moment I saw her) ___.

7.  Most people don’t like being disturbed (while they are working) ___.

8.  Sweden has not been (fighting) ___ with her neighbours for over two hundred years.

9.  If you arrange to sit near the television set you can turn it off (when you want) ___.
10.  I haven’t much money on me. I can lend you (not more than) ___ $30.
11.  He had been waiting for half an hour when, (finally) ___, she came.
12.  He bought his stock when prices were low and now he’s sold it (for more money than he paid) ___.
13.  He’s not really such a bad fellow (basically) ___.
14.  You must act (immediately) ___ if you are to save his life.
15.  We must recover the stolen goods (whatever it may cost us) ___.
16.  It is wise to have a doctor (near by) ___ in case of emergency.

1.2
BY
by luck 


by degrees

by accident

by yourself 
by mistake

by day, night

by design 

by the way
by no means

by sight


by all means 

by far 

1.  A bat is one of those animals that sleep (during the day) ___ and fly (during the night) ___.

2.  (It was lucky that) ___ I met him just outside the station, or I should never have known that he was going away.

3.  That knob was put on the machine (intentionally) ___ so that you could switch it off in an emergency.

4.  Of course, everybody knows Mr. Jones (to look at) ___, but I think very few have ever spoken to him.

5.  I’m sure you can’t possibly carry all that (alone) ___. Let me help you.

6.  The Jones are (much) ___ the richest people in this town.

7.  Don’t punish him. He only broke that cup (accidentally) ___.

8.  This letter isn’t for me. It got delivered here (in error) ___.

9.  This exercise is (certainly not) ___ so difficult as it appears.

10.   (Certainly) ___ borrow my book if you want to.

11.  They told her that the injured child was learning to walk again (gradually) ___.

12.  (Incidentally) ___, the book you lost was found in the train, and you must go to the office to claim it.

1.3
IN
in a way 

in tears

in the end 

in fun
in pieces


in common
in time


in itself
in need


in debt

in a hurry 

in all

in that case 

in a word

in particular


in sight, cf. out of sight

in place, cf. out of place

in turn, cf. out of turn
1.  It’s surprising they got married. They seem to have no interests (which they share) ___.

2.  Don’t be offended. I only said it (as a joke) ___.

3.  The novel ended happily, and the young couple were married (at last) ___.

4.  I suppose he’ll pay (eventually) ___, but it seems a long time to wait.

5.  Her priceless antique vase fell on the floor and was broken (completely) ___.

6.  He came downstairs (crying) ___ and said that his elder brother had hit him.

7.  What you say is, (understood in one way) ___, true; but I should express it differently.

8.  This exercise is not (inherently) ___ difficult but just needs care and patience.
9.  The exercise was full of mistakes, badly written, incomplete, careless; (to express it briefly) ___, quite useless.
10.  If you include the members of the family, there were fifty-two people there (altogether) ___.
11.  (Specially) ___, I want to impress on you the need for extreme caution.
12.  You will not often find a mean man helping anyone (who needs anything) ___.
13.  If you go on throwing your money about like that you’ll soon find yourself (owing money) ___.
14.  You tell me you are feeling sick. (If that is true) ___, you should go to bed straight away.
15.  You’ll have to finish that (quickly) ___ if you want to catch the post.
16.  The workers came to the cashier (one by one) ___ to draw their pay.
17.  There was nobody (to be seen) ___ when we came round the corner.
18.  After the charwoman has dusted my desk, nothing seems to be (where it ought) ___.

1.4
OUT OF
*out of work

out of breath

*out of sight

out of control

*out of danger

out of date

*out of order

out of the question

*out of use

*out of turn

*out of doors

*out of stock

*out of reach

*out of practice

*
A phrase of opposite meaning is formed with in or within.

1.  He has been (unemployed) ___ for some years.

2.  We stood waving until the train was (could not be seen any more) ___.

3.  The doctor told her that her son was (safe) ___.

4.  I took my watch to the watchmaker because it was (not going right) ___.

5.  This mine has been (disused) ___ for a long time.

6.  It is most important that this experiment should not get (so that you cannot control it) ___.

7.  It is a pity not to be (outside) ___ on such a lovely day.

8.  The shopkeeper was sorry he could not supply the material as it was (no longer available) ___.

9.  When there are little children about, matchboxes should be kept (where they cannot be reached) ___.

10.  Such a solution (cannot be considered) ___.

11.  Those opinions are now considered (old fashioned) ___.

12.  He ran all the way home and arrived (panting) ___.

13.  Wait! It’s my turn. You mustn’t play (in the wrong order) ___.

14.  I haven’t played tennis for years. I (lack practice) ___.

1.5
ON
on purpose

on the other hand

on any account 

on the whole
on my account

on second thoughts
on foot


on fire

on business

on guard

on a visit

on a journey
1.  When you tell him something he always does the opposite (deliberately) ___.

2.  Mr. Smith has had to hurry to town (to do some business) ___.

3.  This student always makes a lot of mistakes. (However) ___, his writing is legible.

4.  If it is a fine morning I always go (walking) ___ to the office.

5.  You can, of course, do as you please, but (generally speaking) ___, I think it would be wiser to postpone it.

6.  I met my wife while I was (visiting) ___ London.

7.  When they got back from the cinema they found their house (burning) ___.

8.  We left two men (guarding) ___, while we went to fetch the police.

9.  I think it is much better to make an early start (if you are going to travel) ___.

10.  I’m quite safe. There’s no need to worry (about me) ___.

11.  She told her children that they must not, (whatever happened) ___, play with matches.

12.  (On thinking it over) ___, I’ve decided it would be better to travel by sea.

1.6
A preposition sometimes follows a verb or an adjective, and forms an IDIOM with it.

1.  You will have to abide ___ (keep to) the discipline of our college.

2.  He was absent ___ school.

3.  His illness accounts ___ his absence.

4.  The old servant was accused ___ (charged with) theft. [acquit, convict, innocent]

5.  I am not accustomed ___ such treatment. [used to]

6.  This book is specially adapted (modified) ___ Asian students.

The play is adapted ___ one of Tolstoy’s novels.
7.  Our college is adjacent ___ the Central Library.

8.  Her behaviour is adverse ___ (contrary to) the interests of the family.

9.  From her eyes you could see that she was deeply afflicted ___ (full of) sorrow.

10.  Don’t be afraid ___ the dog! It won’t bite you. [scared of, nervous of, frightened of/by, terrified of/by]

11.  I entirely agree ___ you.

Let’s try to agree ___ a date. (decide)

He cheerfully agreed ___ my proposal.

12.  His speech was agreeable (pleasing) ___ all.

13.  Your speech amounts ___ (is) a grave insult to us all.

14.  I’m pretty angry ___ you ___ not telling me.

What are you so angry ___? 

[anger, cross, furious, upset, annoyed, disgusted, disappointed, pleased, impressed + with or about/at]

15.  I must apologize ___ disturbing you. [sorry for, forgive … for]

16.  We intend to appeal ___ the High Court ___ the decision of the City Magistrate.

17.  I have no appetite (relish) ___ food.

18.  He spoke in a manner appropriate ___ (proper for) the occasion.

19.  She has a special aptitude (natural inclination) ___ music.

20.  What time do we arrive ___ the station?

He arrived ___ New York last night.

21.  You should be ashamed ___ what you have done. 
22.  She asked ___ a loan of $1000 ___ me.

She asked me ___ a loan of $1000.

He’s always asking silly questions.

23.  I can assure you ___ his honesty.

24.  We were all astonished ___ your failure in the exam. [startled, shocked, surprised, alarmed, amazed]

25.  I attach (give) no value ___ his talk.

The old woman was deeply attached ___ (had a great affection for) the little child.

26.  He was not aware (conscious) ___ what was going on against him. 

27.  She begged a favour ___ me.

She begged me ___ a favour.

28.  I half-believe ___ horoscopes.

Don’t believe her. I don’t believe a word she says.

29.  Exercise is beneficial ___ (good for) health. [detrimental, hazardous, injurious, harmful, inimical, prejudicial to]

30.  I have no bias ___ him. [prejudice against]

31.  The little urchin is blind ___ one eye.

He is blind ___ (unconscious of) his son’s defects. [deaf to]

32.  His face was blue ___ cold. [red with anger/embarrassment, green with envy, white with fear, rage, etc.]

33.  I don’t like to borrow money ___ my friends.

34.  I bumped ___ Lewis in Upper Street yesterday.

35.  We are busy watching TV.

I am busy ___ my calculation. 

36.  I don’t care ___ your problems – I’ve got enough of my own.

Would you care ___ a cup of tea?

I’d hate to get old without anyone to care ___ me.

If we can find somebody to take care ___ the children, we can have a week’s holiday by ourselves.

37.  Nic Tse was charged ___ conspiracy to pervert the course of justice. [accused of]

38.  He was cleared ___ the blame. 

39.  The MTR station is close ___ my house.

40.  Life is compared ___ a dream.

Compare your translation ___ the model translation on the blackboard.

41.  He is bound to compensate you ___ your loss.

42.  He complained ___ the manger ___ the insolent behaviour of the office boy.

Nowadays he often complains ___ an acute pain in the chest.

43.  I cannot concentrate ___ my work.

44.  Don’t concern yourself ___ other people’s affairs.

I am very much concerned (worried) ___ the future of this country. [anxious for]
Five hundred people were concerned (implicated, involved) ___ the riot.

45.  He was confident ___ his success in the exam. [diffident of]

46.  I must congratulate you ___ your design for the new building. 

47.  True happiness consists ___ contentment.

Our team consists ___ (has) eleven members.

48.  Poor families have to cope ___ a lot of strain.

49.  Nobody can cure him ___ his bad habits.

There is as yet no cure ___ cancer.

50.  My friends deals (trades) ___ second-hand cars.

Never deal (behave) roughly ___ your subordinates.

51.  I have decided to dedicate (devote) my life___ teaching the underprivileged.

52.  He is deficient ___ musical taste.

Many poor children suffer from a deficiency ___ food.

53.  It was he who delivered (freed) me ___ mental anxiety.

I am instructed to deliver (give) the letter ___ him only.

54.  He had no courage to demand an explanation ___ me.
55.  It depends ___ the weather. [dependent, hinge, count; rely, reckon; But: independent of, independence of/from]

56.  Never despair (lose hope ) ___ success.

57.  Those who deviate (go away) ___ the path of virtue have to suffer. 

58.  He died ___ cholera.

He died ___ terrible bleeding.

He was prepared to die ___ his country.

59.  You’re very different ___ your brother.

60.  I’m having difficulty ___ my daughter’s homework.

You won’t have much difficulty (___) getting to know people in Italy.

61.  We ought to have another discussion ___ this year’s budget. 

It’s nice to discuss philosophy when you’re drunk.

62.  Let us dispose ___ (finish) this matter first.

63.  Learn to distinguish right ___ wrong.
It is not easy to distinguish ___ the two sets of necklaces.

64.  Western Germany was divided ___ three different occupation zones after the war.

65.  I often dreamed ___ being famous when I was younger.

66.  Who’s the old lady all dressed ___ green?

67.  Pop music has a very bad effect ___ me. 

68.  He is not eligible ___ (qualified for) entry into form six.

69.  At last the truth emerged (came out) ___ his long-winded statement.

70.  The room is empty ___ furniture. 

71.  Fresh air and sound diet are essential ___ (necessary for) good health.

72.  His name was excluded (dropped) ___ the final list of competitors.

The rent of the flat is exclusive ___ (not including) the rates. [exempt from]

73.  Please could you explain this poem ___ me?

I can’t think of any explanation ___ what’s happened.

I want an explanation ___ your behaviour.

74.  He was exposed ___ (subjected to) the dangers in society at a very early age.

75.  They are familiar ___ the place.

The place is familiar ___ them.

76.  I have no fancy (liking) ___ this type of work.

77.  Your work is far ___ being satisfactory.
78.  Most of the articles are free ___ duty.
He is free ___ his friend’s money.
This home appliance will set you free ___ drudgery.

79.  I’m grateful ___ you ___ your help. [indebted, obliged to … for]

80.  That man is greedy ___ money. [hungry for]

81.  His marriage proved to be a great hindrance (obstacle) ___ his idealism. [impediment to]

82.  You have hit ___ (got at) the right solution.

83.  He is always hostile (opposed) ___ every plan that I suggest.

84.  I don’t like the idea ___ getting married yet.

85.  Your solution is identical ___ mine.

86.  The boss has been ill ___ flu for the last week.

87.  He is now immune ___ infection.

88.  The old teacher is indulgent (kind and sympathetic) ___ his pupils.

She seldom indulges ___ smoking or drinking.

89.  You should not feel inferior ___ the others. [superior to]

90.  The jungle was infested ___ (full of) poisonous snakes.

91.  I inquired ___ my mother ___ the painful event.

92.  George’s feather insisted ___ paying.

93.  Dai is interested ___ English Literature. [fond of]

94.  I do not like those who interfere (meddle) ___ me or ___ my personal affairs.

95.  Never jump (rush) ___ conclusion without looking into the whole matter in detail.

She jumped ___ joy to see her long lost husband.

96.  Keep ___ the grass.

97.  There is no sure key ___ a man’s character.

98.  People have always been very kind ___ me. [nice, polite, rude to] 
99.  Lack ___ time prevented me from writing to you.

100.  I hate being laughed ___. [smile at]

101.  He is liable ___ (likely to get) suspension for fighting within the school premises.

102.  Please listen ___ what he is saying.

103.  She is advised to live ___ milk only. (subsist on)

He lives ___ begging.

Great men live ___ some lofty ideals.

104.  He longed ___ a long rest.

105.  When I went to see him, I found him lost (absorbed) ___ deep thought.

I wonder how he is lost ___ (has nothing of) all sense of shame.

106.  This table is made ___ teak wood.

Flour is made ___ wheat.

107.  How long have you been married ___ Sheila? 

108.  He is no match ___ (equal of) me.

109.  What’s the matter ___ you this morning? [wrong with]

110.  We all were moved ___ tears at the pitiable plight of the poor widow.

111.  Magnanimity is natural ___ him.

112.  I am in need ___ money.

113.  He was found negligent ___ his duties.

114.  His mind is occupied ___ tests and exams.
115.  How many people participated ___ the conference? [take part in]
116.  Excuse me, sir, you haven’t paid ___ your beer.

117.  Such a violent outbreak of temper is peculiar ___ him.

118.  He continued to persevere (persist) ___ his attempts.

119.  It is wrong for a man to play ___ (treat lightly) a woman’s affection.

120.  Every person should prepare himself ___ the misfortunes of life.

121.  Your party prevented everybody ___ sleeping last night. [debar from, deter from]

122.  Prior ___ (before) her departure, she had a long talk with us.

123.  She is proficient ___ (good at) Mathematics. [adept in, expert in, versed in]

124.  The new servant is rather prone (given) ___ idleness.

125.  I want proof ___ your love. Lend me twenty pounds.

126.  It is essential for you to provide (make provision) ___ him.

An expatriate officer is usually provided ___ accommodation. [supplied with]

127.  Are you ready ___ the journey?

128.  Nobody knows the reason ___ his disappearance.

It is no good trying to reason (argue) ___ him.

129.  It will be a long time before she completely recovers ___ her illness.

130.  Regardless ___ (without caring for) her mother’s sickness, she went to the party.

131.  Hong Kong is remarkable (notable) ___ her skyscrapers in the Far East.

132.  Jennifer reminds me ___ a girl I was at school with.

133.  I do not wish to resort ___ (take to) force to make my point.

134.  Who’s responsible ___ the shopping this week?

135.  He has now retired ___ active service.

136.  The customs were searching ___ drugs when I came through the airport. They searched everybody’s luggage, and they searched the man in front of me from head to foot.

137.  She is rather sensitive ___ criticism.

138.  The man is believed to have set the house ___ fire. (set fire ___ the house.)

139.  It’s shivering ___ cold. [trembling with fear, rage; shaking with anger]

140.  If you don’t stop shouting ___ me, I’ll come and hit you.

Mary shouted ___ us to come in and swim. [throw at/to] 

141.  Her handbag is similar ___ mine.

142.  She boldly stared him ___ the face.

He stared ___ me when I was passing by.

143.  They have to start again ___ the very beginning.

144.  Some people would rather succeed ___ business than love. [unsuccessful in/at]

145.  He has been suffering ___ influenza for the last three days.

146.  I am extremely susceptible ___ (easily affected by) cold.

147.  She is sure ___ the answer.

148.  I have no sympathy ___ idlers.
149.  This pudding tastes ___ (has the flavour of) mangoes.

She has no taste (liking) ___ dancing.

150.  I hate the thought___ going back to work.

151.  The book treats ___ traditional Chinese painting.

During our stay at his house, we were treated ___ politeness.

We were treated ___ a scrumptious dinner by him.

152.  This wine’s typical ___ the region.

153.  I shall wait ___ you here tomorrow.

He waits ___ his wife hand and foot. (attend to her every need).

154.  I wish to warn you ___ the consequences of your highly objectionable behaviour.

Lee’s teacher warned him ___ working too hard.

The list is by no means exhaustive. When in doubt, consult a good dictionary.

PHRASAL/PREPOSITIONAL VERBS

2.1

	 break down
	1=burst into tears

2=have mechanical trouble

	 break into
	 =enter by stealth

	 break off
	 =stop suddenly

	 break out
	 =start

	 break through
	 =force a way through

	 break up
	1=disintegrate

2=end the school term

3=disperse

	 break with
	 =end a friendship with 


	 bring about
	 =cause to happen

	 bring back
	 =call to mind

	 bring in
	 =introduce

	 bring off
	1=succeed against difficulties

2=rescue

	 bring on
	 =precipitate

	 bring out
	1=develop

2=publish

	 bring round
	1=revive someone

2=convert

	 bring up
	 =educate


1.  His car broke ___ when he was only half way home.

2.  She broke ___ when she heard of her mother’s death.

3.  The ice on the lake breaks ___ in spring.

4.  When do the children break ___ for the Christmas holidays?

5.  He broke ___ in the middle of a sentence, when she came in.

6.  The police was trying to break ___ the troublemakers.

7.  The fire broke ___ at 4 a.m. this morning.

8.  The brave soldiers broke ___ the enemy lines.

9.  A thief must have broken ___ the house when we were out.

10.  I had broken ___ him because he was exploiting me.

1.  The Government is bringing ___ some reforms in the tax system.

2.  Reading diaries often brings ___ sweet memories.

3.  The couple has brought ___ their children well.

4.  He is rather stubborn. It is not easy to bring him ___ to our views.

5.  Teachers should bring ___ the best in each student.

6.  The cold weather has brought my rheumatism ___ again.

7.  The dry weather has brought ___ a water shortage in the country.

8.  He really is an extraordinary man. He’s brought the deal ___ in spite of everything.

9.  They worked for three hours to bring him ___ after the accident.

10.  I am going to bring ___ another book on multiple choice questions in English.

11.  They brought ___ the passengers of the wrecked ship.

2.2

	 call at
	 =visit a place

	 call for
	 =demand

	 call in
	 =request the return of

	 call off
	 =cancel

	 call on
	 =visit a person

	 call up
	 =summon, or telephone


	 carried away
	 =enchanted

	 carry off
	1=achieve triumphantly

2=win

	 carry on
	 =continue

	 carry out
	 =execute

	 carry over
	 =transfer

	 carry through
	 =help


	 come about
	 =happen

	 come across
	 =meet unexpectedly

	 come apart
	 =disintegrate

	 come by
	 =obtain by doubtful means

	 come off
	 =take place, succeed

	 come round
	 =revive

	 come through 
	 =survive

	 come up with
	1=think of

2=overtake

	 come upon
	 =discover unexpectedly


1.  He called ___ my house on his way past.

2.  Call me ___ when you are ready to leave.

3.  If you need any help, just call ___ us.

4.  We shall have to call the party __ if it rains.

5.  The library is calling ___ all outstanding books.

6.  The emergency calls ___ immediate attention.
1.  He carried his performance ___ triumphantly.

2.  You must carry ___ my instructions to the letter.

3.  When you have added it all up, carry the sum ___ to the next page.

4.  Carry ___ reading where you left off last time.

5.  Keep your head and don’t let yourself be carried ___.

6.  Her bravery and courage carried her ___ (in) times of hardship.

7.  After months of practice, he manages to carry ___ all the prizes.

1.  Jane has come ___ some new solutions to the problem.

2.  I don’t know how John comes ___ such a great amount of money.

3.  I came ___ him last week.

4.  Despite the danger, he managed to come ___.

5.  The machine came ___ just when it was started.

6.  Thanks to his father’s help, his plans came ___.

7.  The unconscious man slowly began to come ___.

8.  Nobody knew how the accident came ___.

9.  The archaeologists came ___ a tomb of the sixth century AD.

10.  Let’s go slowly so that our classmates may come ___ us.

2.3

	 do away with
	 =abolish

	 done for
	 =useless or broken

	 do in
	 =kill

	 do out
	 =sweep and clean

	 do up
	1=fasten

2=redecorate a house/room

	 do with
	1=manage with, be glad of

2=tolerate

	 do without
	 =manage without


	 get about
	 =move about

	 get across
	 =be understood

	 get along
	 =be in good terms

	 get at
	 =reach

	 getting at
	 =trying to say

	 get away
	 =escape

	 get back
	 =return 

	 get even with
	 =have revenge on

	 get in the way
	 =come obstructive

	 get on
	 =make progress

	 get over
	 =overcome

	 get up
	 =organize


1.  Robert, do your shoes ___ before leaving the house.

2.  Can you lend me your pen? Mine’s done ___.

3.  She can’t do ___ her hot-water bottle on these cold nights.

4.  Get out of here or I’ll do you ___.

5.  Our business could do ___ another $50,000 capital.

6.  I have my room done ___ once a week.

7.  It’s about time we had the bedroom done ___.

8.  That’s a practice that should be done ___.

9.  I cannot do ___ him and his abominable behaviour any longer.
1.  I don’t know what you’re getting ___. Please explain.

2.  Last night, two prisoners got ___.

3.  He could not get ___ since he was ill.

4.  The committee is getting ___ a party to celebrate Christmas.

5.  We have found a way to get ___ the difficulty.

6.  When is he getting ___?

7.  If nothing gets ___, we will surely win.

8.  The two boys are not getting ___ well.

9.  He has done me much wrong. I’ll get ___ him.

10.  Though I have repeated several times, my meaning cannot get ___.

11.  You’re tall. Can you get ___ that lamp high on the wall?

12.  How are you getting ___ with your studies?

2.4
	 give away
	1=reveal

2=make a present of sth

	 give in
	 =surrender

	 give off
	 =emit

	 give out
	1=distribute

2=be exhausted

	 give up
	 =stop trying

	 give way to
	 =yield to


	 go after
	 =pursue

	 go against
	 =oppose

	 go ahead
	 =proceed on

	 go back on
	 =fail to keep

	 go by
	 =follow

	 go for
	 =attack

	 go in for
	 =take up a hobby/career

	 go into
	 =investigate

	 go off
	1=explode

2=proceed

	 go on
	 =continue

	 go out
	 =become extinguished

	 go through
	 =suffer

	 go without
	 =manage without


1.  The factories give ___ a lot of black smoke.

2.  Trust me, I shall not give ___ your secrets.

3.  Despite the difficulty, we should not give ___.

4.  The teacher is giving ___ the test paper.

5.  The soldiers couldn’t resist and were forced to give ___.

6.  We should not give ___ their unreasonable demands.

7.  His reserves of energy gave ___ as he neared the end of the course.

8.  She gave ___ all her old clothes before leaving the country.

1.  John’s youngest son is going ___ medicine.

2.  Luckily the bomb that fell near our house never went ___.

3.  Don’t let the fire go ___ while I’m away.

4.  The dog went ___ the stranger.

5.  Don’t trust him. He always goes ___ his promises.

6.  No one can go ___ food and water for months.

7.  The two brothers are going ___ the same girl.

8.  She has gone ___ a lot since her husband was killed.

9.  Nothing happens. So go ___ with your work.

10.  Go ___ the rules or you will be punished.

11.  You have made your father very angry. Don’t go ___ him anymore.

12.  Don’t go ___ with the project until you are told.

13.  The policeman will go ___ the matter.

14.  I am sure the ceremony will go ___ smoothly.

2.5
	 keep away
	 =avoid going near

	 keep back
	1=prevent from advancing

2=conceal

	 keep in
	 =detain

	 keep in with
	 =remain on friendly 

   terms with

	 keep off
	 =stay away from

	 keep on
	 =continue

	 keep out
	 =prevent from entering

	 keep to oneself
	 =avoid meeting people

	 keep up
	 =maintain 

	 keep up with
	 =catch up with


	 let down
	 =disappoint

	 let off
	1=cause to explode

2=excuse

	 let on
	 =reveal a secret

	 let oneself in for
	 =involve oneself in loss, 

   difficulty, etc.

	 let up
	 =become less strong


1.  The notice said, “Keep ___ the grass.”

2.  Keep ___ from that room. It is full of explosives.

3.  You have made great improvement. Keep it ___.

4.  He is suspicious of others and always keeps ___.

5.  Jane works so quickly that no one can keep ___ him.

6.  The dog is very dirty. Keep it ___.

7.  The teacher keeps ___ repeating the same point.

8.  The soldiers were so brave that they were hard to be kept ___.

9.  It’s most important to keep ___ your neighbours.

10.  I shall keep ___ nothing from you.

11.  The class was kept ___ because the boys were noisy.
1.  Children love letting ___ fireworks.

2.  If you behave like that you are letting ___ trouble.

3.  Please let me ___. I promise not to do it again.

4.  He promised to deliver the stuff today and has let us ___ again.

5.  He knew where the boy was hiding but he didn’t let ___.

6.  The rain is letting ___.

2.6
	 look after
	 =take care of

	 look away
	 =turn the eyes aside

	 look down on
	 =despise

	 look for
	 =search for

	 look forward to
	 =wait eagerly

	 look in
	 =pay a call

	 look into
	 =investigate

	 look out
	 =be watchful

	 look over
	 =examine

	 look up
	 =find out

	 look up to
	 =respect


	 make away with
	 =kill

	 make for
	 =go towards

	 make off
	 =escape

	 make out
	1=understand

2=prepare in writing

	 make over
	 =transfer properly

	 make up
	1=invent 

2=use cosmetics

3=complete

	 make up for
	 =compensate

	 make up to
	 =flatter


	 put across
	 =convey

	 put by
	 =save

	 put in for
	 =apply formally for

	 put off
	1=postpone

2=repel

	 put on
	 =wear

	 put out
	1=extinguish

2=disconcert

	 put through
	 =connect a call

	 put up
	1=raise

2=offer/take lodging

	 put up with
	 =tolerate


12.  Men are all equal. We should not look ___ others.

13.  Mother warns me to look ___ when crossing the road.

14.  Mr. Chan is kind and generous. Everybody looks ___ him.

15.  We should look ___ the contents of the document before signing it.

16.  Nurses are responsible for looking ___ patients.

17.  I hate him very much. Whenever I see him, I look ___.

18.  The applicant is looking ___ a reply from the company.

19.  The detective decides to look ___ the case.

20.  I am looking ___ my lost watch.

21.  Look ___ the meaning of this word in the dictionary.

22.  Why don’t you look ___ (on me) next time you’re in town?

1.  I will not believe her. She made ___ the whole story.

2.  When the police arrived, the thieves made ___.

3.  The teacher spoke so fast that I could not make ___ what she was saying.

4.  The match will start soon. The spectators are making ___ the stadium.

5.  We still need two men to make ___ the team.

6.  Men don’t like girls who make ___ too much.

7.  Please make ___ the bill and I’ll pay it immediately.

8.  You’ll have to work specially hard to make ___ the days you were away sick.

9.  Look! There he is making ___ her again. He’s wasting his time.

10.  He made his fortune ___ to his son before he died.

11.  Leslie made ___ himself on 1 April, 2003.
1.  I would not put ___ his nonsense if I were you.

2.  She has put ___ her ideas well. I understand every part of it.

3.  The fire was put ___ eventually.

4.  Wait a minute, the operator will put you ___.

5.  Owing to the rain, the picnic was put ___ until next Friday.

6.  Come to my house, I can put you ___ for tonight.

7.  In winter, we usually put ___ more clothes.

8.  Put ___ your hand before asking any question.

9.  She was very put ___ when he spoke to her like that.

10.  The delegates put ___ at the best hotel in town.

11.  I must confess that his appearance puts me ___.

12.  Every month he puts ___ five hundred dollars.

13.  I have already put ___ leave.
2.7
	 take after
	 =resemble

	 take down
	 =write down

	 take in
	 =deceive

	 take off
	1=leave the ground and rise

2=make fun of

	 take on
	 =undertake

	 take over
	 =take control of

	 take to
	1=get into a habit 

2=begin to like

	 take up
	1=engage in (as a hobby, etc.)

2=occupy


	 turn down
	 =reject

	 turn in
	 =go to bed

	 turn on
	1=depend on

2=attack

	 turn out
	1=eject

2=produce

3=prove to be

	 turn up
	 =appear unexpectedly


1.  Honest people are easily taken ___.

2.  Jane takes ___ her mother in many respects.

3.  When his business fell through, he took ___ drinking.

4.  The students are taking ___ what the teacher is saying.

5.  John took ___ this part-time job to earn more money.

6.  Since his father’s death, David has taken ___ the business.

7.  The plane took ___ punctually.

8.  I took ___ stamp collecting as my hobby when I was young.

9.  We shall have to move the wardrobe. It takes ___ too much space.

10.  That boy is always taking ___ his teacher’s manner.

11.  You know I don’t really take ___ her very much.

1.  He was turned ___ of his house for not paying his rent.

2.  Her brother turned ___ last night. They thought he was in France.

3.  The travellers turned ___ the moment they arrived in the village.

4.  This factory turns ___ 100 new cars a day.

5.  They have turned ___ our offer of financial aid.

6.  The cake turned ___ a great success.

7.  The success of a picnic usually turns ___ the weather.

8.  The dog turned ___ me and bit me in the leg.
The lists are by no means exhaustive. When in doubt, consult
Prepositional phrases

AT 

1. at table

2. at a loss

3. At any rate

4. at the same time

5. At times

6. at first sight

7. at work

8. at war

9. at will

10. at most

11. at last

12. at a profit

13. at heart

14. at once
15. at all costs

16. at hand

BY

1. by day, by night

2. By luck
3. by design

4. by sight

5. by yourself

6. by far

7. by accident

8. by mistake

9. by no means

10. By all means

11. by degrees

12. By the way

IN
1. in common

2. in fun

3. in the end

4. in time

5. in pieces

6. in tears

7. in a way

8. in itself

9. in a word

10. in all

11. In particular

12. in need

13. in debt

14. In that case

15. in a hurry

16. in turn

17. in sight

18. in place

OUT OF

1. out of work

2. out of sight

3. out of danger

4. out of order

5. out of use

6. out of control

7. out of doors

8. out of stock

9. out of reach

10. out of the question

11. out of date

12. out of breath

13. out of turn

14. out of practice

ON

1. on purpose

2. on business

3. On the other hand

4. of foot

5. on the whole

6. on a visit to

7. on fire

8. on guard

9. on a journey

10. on my account

11. on any account

12. On second thoughts

1. abide by

2. absent from

3. accounts for

4. accused of

5. accustomed to

6. adapted for, from

7. adjacent to

8. adverse to

9. afflicted with

10. afraid of

11. agree with, on, to

12. agreeable to

13. amounts to

14. angry with, for, at/about

15. apologize for

16. appeal to, against

17. appetite for

18. appropriate to

19. aptitude for

20. arrive at, in

21. ashamed of

22. asked for a loan of me; for

23. assure you of his honesty

24. astonished at

25. attach no value to; attached to

26. aware of

27. begged the favour of me; for

28. believe in

29. beneficial to

30. bias against

31. blind in/of in eye; to

32. blue with

33. borrow from

34. bumped into

35. busy with/at/over

36. care about, for, for; take care of

37. charged with

38. cleared of

39. close to

40. compared to, with

41. compensate for

42. complained to the manager about; of

43. concentrate on

44. concern yourself with; concerned about, in

45. confident of

46. congratulate you on

47. consists in, of

48. cope with

49. cure him of; no cure for

50. deals in, with

51. dedicate to

52. deficient in, deficiency of

53. delivered from, to

54. demand from

55. depends on

56. despair of

57. deviate from

58. died of, from, for

59. different from

60. difficulty with, (in)

61. discussion about/on

62. dispose of

63. distinguish right from wrong; between

64. divided into

65. dreamed of

66. dressed in
67. effect on

68. eligible for
69. emerged from

70. empty of

71. essential to

72. excluded from; exclusive of
73. explain to; explanation for, of

74. exposed to

75. familiar with, to

76. fancy for

77. far from

78. free of, with, from

79. grateful to you for

80. greedy for

81. hindrance to

82. hit at

83. hostile to

84. idea of

85. identical to

86. ill of

87. immune from

88. indulgent to, indulges in

89. inferior to

90. infested with

91. inquired of my mother about

92. insisted on

93. interested in

94. interfere with, in

95. jump to conclusion, with

96. Keep off

97. key to

98. kind to

99. Lack of

100. laughed at

101. liable to

102. listen to

103. live on, by, for

104. longed for

105. lost in deep thought, to

106. made of, from

107. married to

108. match for

109. the matter with

110. moved to tears

111. natural to

112. in need of

113. negligent of

114. occupied with

115. participated in

116. paid for

117. peculiar to

118. persevere in

119. play with

120. prepare for

121. prevented from

122. Prior to

123. proficient in

124. prone to

125. proof of

126. provide for; provided with

127. ready for

128. reason for; reason with

129. recovers from

130. Regardless of

131. remarkable for
132. reminds me of

133. resort to

134. responsible for

135. retired from

136. searching for

137. sensitive to

138. set the house on fire; set fire to

139. shivering with

140. shouting at, to

141. similar to

142. stared him in the face; stared at

143. start from

144. succeed in

145. suffering from

146. susceptible to

147. sure of

148. sympathy for

149. tastes of; no taste for

150. thought of

151. treats of; treated with, to

152. typical of

153. wait for, upon/on

154. warn you of, against

Phrasal verbs and prepositional verbs
Break

1. broke down

2. broke down

3. breaks up

4. break up

5. broke off

6. break up

7. broke out

8. broke through

9. broken into

10. broken with

Bring

1. bringing in

2. brings back

3. brought up

4. bring him round

5. bring out

6. brought my rheumatism on

7. brought about

8. brought the deal off

9. bring him round

10. bring out

11. brought off

Call

1. called at

2. Call me up

3. call on us

4. call the party off

5. calling in

6. calls for

Carry

1. carried off

2. carry out

3. carry the sum over

4. Carry on

5. carried away

6. carried her through

7. carry off

Come

1. come up with

2. comes by

3. came across

4. come through

5. came part

6. came off

7. come round

8. came about

9. came upon

10. come up with

Do

1. do your shoes up

2. done for

3. do without

4. do you in

5. do with

6. done out

7. done up

8. done away with

9. do with

Get

1. getting at

2. got away

3. get about

4. getting up

5. get over

6. getting back

7. gets in the way

8. getting along

9. get even with

10. get across

11. get at

12. getting on

Give

1. give off

2. give away

3. give up

4. giving out

5. give in

6. give way to

7. gave out

8. gave away

Go

1. going in for

2. went off

3. go out

4. went for

5. goes back on

6. go without

7. going after

8. gone through

9. go on

10. Go by

11. go against

12. go ahead

13. go into

14. go off

Keep

1. Keep off

2. Keep away

3. Keep it up

4. keeps to himself

5. keep up with

6. Keep it out

7. keeps on

8. kept back

9. keep in with

10. keep back

11. kept in

Let

1. letting off

2. letting yourself in for

3. let me off

4. let us down

5. let on

6. letting up

Look

1. down on

2. look out

3. looks up to

4. look over

5. looking after

6. look away

7. looking forward to

8. look into

9. looking for

10. Look up

11. look in

Make

1. made up

2. made off

3. make out

4. making for

5. make up

6. make up

7. make out

8. make up for

9. making up to

10. made his fortune over

11. made away with

Put

1. put up with

2. put across

3. put out

4. put you through

5. put off

6. put you up

7. put on

8. Put up

9. put out

10. put up

11. puts me off

12. puts by

13. put in for

Take

1. taken in

2. takes after

3. took to

4. taking down

5. took on

6. taken over

7. took off

8. took up

9. takes up

10. taking off

11. take to

Turn

1. turned out

2. turned up

3. turned in

4. turns out

5. turned down

6. turned out

7. turns on

8. turned on






















































































