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24 How to modify a noun


LESSON 24

· How to modify a noun
 XE "adjectives" 
Table 24.1 Noun modifiers

	
	
	

	A noun can be modified by:

1. adjectives


She is a girl.





She is a beautiful girl.
2. nouns


I bought a clock.





I bought an alarm clock.
3. prepositional phrases
The company had a profit.




The company had a profit of $30 million.
4. participles


The window was big.




The broken window was big.
5. adjective clauses

The man was very handsome.




The man who jumped to his death was very handsome.



Example

	the
	clock
	

	
	
	

	the old
	clock
	

	the alarm
	clock
	

	the
	clock
	on the desk

	the
	clock
	that I bought yesterday

	the
	clock
	broken by my son


EXERCISE 1

Modify the nouns given.





a girl

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

EXERCISE 2 — Combine the following sentences with suitable adjective clauses. Use a comma / commas where necessary.
Examples

My eldest sister is a clerk. She will be married to Mr. Lee next month.

My eldest sister, who will be married to Mr. Lee next month, is a clerk. 

The novel is a bestseller. I am reading it now.
The novel which/that I am reading now is a bestseller.
1.  This is the purse. Albert found it.
2.  I know Paul. He is a member of our school basketball team.
3.  My aunt left hospital this morning. She was injured by a falling bottle a couple of days ago.
4.  Mr. Smith has been in Hong Kong for years. We know him well.
5.  Helen is living with her grandparents now. Her parents have gone abroad.
6.  The police have not found the boy. The boy’s parents are afraid that he has been kidnapped.
7.  Mr. and Mrs. Lee are very sad. Their youngest son was drowned in the pool at a construction site.
8.  The girl is my classmate. Her brother was bitten by a rabid dog.
9.  I have never been to Switzerland. It is famous for its scenery.
10.  Your brother is very naughty. The teacher punished him yesterday.

Table 24.2 Defining and non-defining clauses

	
	Defining clause

is used to define the noun. Without it, the meaning of the sentence may be unclear.

	Non-defining clause

only gives additional information. Without it, the sentence is still well understood.


	
	
who/whom – persons


which – things


that – both

	
, who/whom – persons

, which – things


, that – both

	
	Where’s the girl who/that sells the tickets?
Could you iron the trousers which/that are hanging up behind the door?
He’s a man (whom/that) people like at first sight.
	Anita Mui, who died of cervical cancer, sang the song ‘Dr. IQ’.
Smallpox, which once killed millions of people, has now been wiped out.
The small man in the raincoat, whom nobody recognized, turned out to be the prime minister.
Who(m)/which CANNOT be omitted.



ADJECTIVES  XE "adjectives" 
Adjectives describe the qualities of people, things, places, etc. 
She is a beautiful girl. Her father is an old man. 
She is beautiful, but her sister is growing old.
1.1
Some adjectives cannot be placed before the noun.

(() an afraid boy
(() a drunk man

(() two alike girls

I saw a drunken man last night.

He was very drunk last night.

They all look alike to me.
1.2 
Some adjectives are placed after the noun.

Dave Jones is the president elect.

(a)
Adjectives ending in -ible or -able may come after the noun. 
Are there any tickets available?

This memorandum is to be distributed to the teachers responsible.

(b) 
Adjectives come after something, everything, anything, nothing, somebody, anywhere, etc.
Let’s go somewhere quiet.

She has done something silly.

(c)
After some verbs, an adjective can follow the object:
I like my coffee black.
My mother keeps the kitchen very tidy.
1.3
The usual order

Determiner—general—size/age/shape/colour—participle—style/nationality—material—use—Noun
A
small
black
leather
bag



Long
blond
hair

An
old

Turkish
carpet

A
beautiful

renaissance
church

EXERCISE — Arrange the adjectives supplied in the correct order before these nouns.
Example: 

a handbag (black, leather, shiny, small)

a small shiny black leather handbag
1.  a household (well-ordered, quiet)

2.  a farmhouse (Tudor, old, fine)

3.  a garden (French, formal, beautiful)
4.  a figurine (Japanese, porcelain, delicate, pink)
5.  an ashtray (expensive, glass, green, Venetian)

6.  a horse (Arab, splendid, white)

7.  some wine (fine, old, Spanish)
8.  a lecture (long, technical, boring)

9.  a servant (elderly, slow, incompetent)
1.4
ADJECTIVE PATTERNS

(a) Adjective + prepositional phrase

I’m angry with Jim.

I’m angry at what he said.

They’re worried about the exams.

I live close to the station.

(b) Adjective + that-clause

I’m happy that you have arrived safely.
It’s essential that the parcel (should) arrive safely.
It’s important that we (should) be there on time.
(c) Adjective + to-infinitive

We are delighted to meet you.
The plane is due to take off at 7 p.m.
They are ready to sign the agreement.
It is difficult to park these big cars.
These big cars are difficult to park.
It is easy for a thief to break into this house.
This house is easy for a thief to break into.
 XE "comparatives" 

 XE "superlatives" 
1.5
COMPARATIVES and SUPERLATIVES

OTHER MODIFIERS

2
NOUNS

The noun alarm is a modifier of clock in alarm clock; the noun sports is a modifier of car in sports car. Other examples include:
a police officer
a chicken farm

a trouser pocket
a billiard table
a haemorrhoid sufferer

a chance meeting

a ten-pound note 

an eight-month-old baby 

a two-hour delay
(OR: a two hours’ delay; NOT: a two-hours’ delay)
Quality Migrant Admission Scheme
3
PREPOSITIONAL PHRASES

They can be modifiers after a noun.

I was attracted by the smile on her face.

The company suffered a loss of $60 million.

4
PARTICIPLES

The choice of present (or –ing*) and past participles [e.g. taking and taken] depends on:


(a) the action: continuing or completed

People are running out of the burning house.

The fire victims looked at their burnt huts.

(b) the meaning: active or passive

The man giving the lecture is an expert.
The lecture given by the expert is useful.
The film was boring.
We were all bored to death.

(Exceptions: 
a grown-up daughter, 
an escaped prisoner, 
a retired general, 
faded colours, 
vanished civilization, etc.)
* 
Present participles and gerunds have the same form (i.e. -ing form), but participles are adjectives whereas gerunds are nouns.
Participles are placed close to the nouns they describe, and altering their positions may give different meanings.

a concerned expression

the people concerned, 

an involved explanation

the people involved,

an adopted child
the solution adopted,

PARTICIPLE CLAUSES

 XE "participle clauses" 
The window (which was) broken yesterday has been repaired.
The men (who were) involved (in the fight) were sent to the police station.
Can you see the girl (who was) dancing with your brother?
ADJECTIVE CLAUSES

I’ve lost the watch.

Which watch?

I’ve lost the watch that I bought yesterday.
5.1
Defining & non-defining clauses
 XE "defining & non-defining clauses" 
	DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSE

(identifying or restrictive)


	

	(a) It is used to define the noun. Without it, the meaning of the sentence may be unclear.

	
Where’s the girl?


(But: Which girl?)

Where’s the girl who/that sells the tickets?
The man who jumped to his death was very handsome.



	

	(b) Relative pronouns:


who(m) – persons


which – things


that – both 



	
He who respects others is constantly respected.


Could you iron the trousers which/that are hanging up behind the door?

	

	(c) The relative pronoun can be omitted if it refers to the object in the clause.


	
He’s a man (whom/that) people like at first sight.

[In the clause “people like the man at first sight”, the man is the object.]


I’ve lost the watch (which/that) I bought this morning.

[In “I bought the watch this morning”, the watch is the object.]



Mr Dai bought a book.

Mr Dai, who taught at Caritas, bought a book.

	NON-DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSE


(non-identifying or non-restrictive)


	

	(a) It only gives additional information. Without it, the sentence is still well understood.

	Anita Mui, who died of cervical cancer, sang the song ‘Dr. IQ’.
(Without “who died of cervical cancer”, we still know who we are talking about.)


	

	(b) Relative pronouns and comma(s).


, who(m) – persons

, which – things


, that – both



	
Smallpox, which once killed 
millions of people, has now been wiped out.
It’s a family of six children, all of whom are studying law.

	

	(c) The relative pronoun CANNOT be omitted.



	The small man in the raincoat, whom nobody recognized, turned out to be the prime minister.
I passed him a large glass of lemonade, which he drank immediately.



 XE "that" 

 XE "which" 

 XE "who" 

 XE "whom" 
5.2
WHOSE can be used for both persons and things.

When I looked through the window I saw a girl whose beauty took my breath away. 
This is Dai, whose sister you met last week.
It was a story whose implication I did not realize at the time.
Some people prefer “of which” instead of “whose” for things.

It was a story the implication of which I did not realize at the time.

 XE "whose" 
5.3
WHEN, WHERE and WHY are sometimes used instead of at which, in which and for which:

Can you suggest a time when it will be convenient to meet? (…a time at which… )
I know a wood where you can find mushrooms. (…a wood in which…)

Is there any reason why you should leave early? (…any reason for which…)
 XE "when" 

 XE "where" 

 XE "why" 
EXERCISE 2 (ANSWERS)

1.  This is the purse WHICH/THAT Albert found.

2.  I know Paul, WHO is a member of our school basketball team.

3.  My aunt, WHO was injured by a falling bottle a couple of days ago, left hospital this morning.

4.  Mr. Smith, WHOM we know well, has been in Hong Kong for years. 

5.  Helen, WHOSE parents have gone abroad, is living with her grandparents now.
6.  The police have not found the boy WHOSE parents are afraid that he has been kidnapped.

7.  Mr. and Mrs. Lee, WHOSE youngest son was drowned in the pool at a construction site, are very sad.

8.  The girl WHOSE brother was bitten by a rabid dog is my classmate.

9.  I have never been to Switzerland, WHICH is famous for its scenery.

10.  Your brother, WHOM the teacher punished yesterday, is very naughty. 

EXERCISE 3 — Place a relative in the spaces only where it is necessary.
1.  Is this the cupboard ___ you keep the linen in?

2.  That is the hotel in ___ we stayed last summer.

3.  Is that the man to ___ you lent the money?

4.  Mr. Jones, ___ is sitting in that corner, is our managing director.

5.  The man ___ is wearing the bowler hat is our secretary.

6.  This car, for ___ I paid a lot of money, is now out-of-date.

7.  The car ___ you can see over there belongs to John.

8.  Give me all the money ___ you have.

9.  Is this the book ___ you want me to read?

10.  Where is the man ___ did that?

EXERCISE 4
1. There goes the girl ___.

A.  I was telling you

B.  I was telling about

C.  I was telling you about

D.  for whom I was telling

2. “Here lies the queen ___ her emperor-husband built this monument in the 17th century,” said the guide.

A.  in remembrance of who

B.  in which remembrance

C.  in our remembrance

D.  in remembrance of whom

1-3 CD






















































1-syllable: 


    quick, quicker, quickest�
�
2-syllable, ending in -y: 


    happy, happier, happiest�
�
Others: 


    exact, more exact, most exact


    beautiful, more beautiful, most beautiful�
�



However, some two-syllable adjectives can take either -er/-est or more/most:


common, commoner, commonest


common, more common, most common








































































































If you want to cut your own hair, why don’t you do it at home?





















