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(
There is  and It is
1
There + be + noun phrase
English sentences do not usually begin with an indefinite noun phrase.

E.g.
A knife is on the table.
This is ‘good grammar’ but we do not say it. Instead, we prefer to begin the sentence with there + be, then place the indefinite subject after be.


There is a knife on the table.

There is nobody outside 

   (cf. Nobody is outside.)
There are some topics that are best discussed in private.

   (cf. Some topics are best discussed in private.)

The effect of this structure is to give the postponed indefinite subject greater prominence. 

There is somebody knocking on the door.

There is a cat.

EXERCISE 1.1

Tick the indefinite subject(s).

(1) someone

(2) Simon

(3) a short break

(4) a knife

(5) the knife

(6) she

* An indefinite subject cannot normally be 

(a) a personal pronoun

(b) a phrase beginning with the
(c) a phrase beginning with this, that, these, those
(d) a name


EXERCISE 1.2

Tick the correct sentence(s).

(1) Enough knives aren’t in the kitchen.

(2) Are there any oranges?

(3) There will now be a short break.

(4) Nothing was to do.

(5) The kitchen is downstairs.

(6) The party will be tomorrow.


EXERCISE 1.3

Tick the correct sentence(s).

(a) It is a cat.

(b) It is the cat.

(c) There is a cat.

(d) There is the cat.

(e) There is a cat there.

(f) There is the cat there.

2
Anticipatory it

It is unusual to have a noun clause as the subject of the sentence:

That the season has started so early seems a pity.

Instead, the subject is usually moved to the end and its position is taken by it:

It seems a pity that the season has started so early.
EXERCISE 2.1 —Change the following sentences in the same way as in the examples:
(a) To speak English well is difficult.
=It is difficult to speak English well.

(b) What you mean is not clear.

   =It is not clear what you mean.
1.
Whether we should accept the 
money or not is a serious question.

2.
That he should say such things is 
incredible.

3.
Where he went to still remains a 
mystery.

4.
That he will return tomorrow 
seems very improbable.

5.
To make fun of her is easy, but to 
do so is cruel.

6.
What they discussed in the meeting is not known.

EXERCISE 2.2

Example:

It is very surprising to me that he has not yet arrived.
=That he has not yet arrived is very surprising to me.

1.
It is perfectly easy to be wise after 
the event.

2.
It has been a great pleasure for me 
to meet your sister.

3.
It seemed the most natural thing in 
the world to get married.

4.
It proved quite impossible to get 
them to stay.

5.
It appears very likely that they will 
come.

6.
It is most unusual to see swallows 
in the wintertime in England.
3
Cleft sentences

Thomas Edison invented the electric lamp.
It was Thomas Edison who (or that) invented the electric lamp. 

EXERCISE 3.1

Examples:

(a)
John met the new manager.

=It was John who met the new manager. 
John met the new manager.
=It was the new manager (that) John met.
(b) 
Yesterday afternoon John met the new manager.
=It was yesterday afternoon that John met the new manager.
John met the new manager in the street.

=It was in the street that John met the new manager.

Reconstruct these sentences in order to put emphasis on the words in italics:

1.
I saw him in the street only last week.
2.
The doctors make all the money.

3.
No. I’ve lost my book.
4.
We met them in the park.
5.
I hope to go to the theatre tonight.
6.
He is angry because you have lost all his papers.
EXERCISE 3.2

Examples:
(a)
It was the postman I met at the gate.


Who was it you met at the gate?

(b)
It was at the bottom of the garden I lost my handkerchief.


Where was it you lost your handkerchief?

(c)
It is because he is very tired that he has stayed at home.


Why is it he has stayed at home?

Form the questions to which the words in italics are the answers; the correct interrogative words are given:
1.
It was only last week that I met her for the first time. (when)

2.
It is three years since we met. (how long)

3.
It’s his dictionary he’s looking for. (what)

4.
It was because he was ill that he couldn’t come. (why)

5.
It was on this very spot that she died. (where)

6.
It was my fault that the vase got broken. (whose fault)















































































