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LESSON 22

(
Subject-verb agreement
1(a)
After a singular third-person subject, a verb used in simple present tense should end with an “s”, “es” or “ies”.

xe "third-person singular"
This is my new car; it runs very well.

She kisses him.

Dai tries to open the door. 

But have instead of has is used in the following sentence. Why?

It is essential that every child have the same educational opportunities.
It is because we have used the subjunctive mood.
1(b)
The forms of subjunctives are:

(i)
basic forms
Present:
I go, he go, she go, etc.
Past:
I go, he go, she go, etc.
Compare:

He leaves the country.
They insisted that he leave the country.
(ii)
BE and WERE
Present:
I be, he be, they be, etc.

Past:
I were, he were, etc.

We insist that a meeting be held as soon as possible.

= We insist that a meeting should be held as soon as possible.
1(c)
Subjunctives can be used after:
(i)
if/suppose, as if, I wish 
If I were a king, I would give you a house.
If he were to tell us the truth, we could help him.
He ran as if the devil were after him.
[See Table 3.2]
(ii)
insist, order, command, demand, recommend, suggest, request, ask, propose, require, advise, etc.

The judge recommended that he not be released for at least five years.
(iii)
It is important/essential/vital, necessary, desirable, imperative, advisable, etc.

It is essential that every child have the same educational opportunities.

Subjunctives are also used in expressions like as it were, God save the King, Long live the Queen, God bless you!
She’s a sort of Chinese Madonna, as it were. (so to speak)

EXERCISE — Select the verb form that would be appropriate in formal writing, and write it down in the blank.
1. If I __________ you, I would make an effort to come to work on time. (was, were)

2. We did not know if she __________ the right person to ask. (was, were)

3. The commander acts as though he __________ ready for combat at any time. (was, were)

4. If he __________ to work a little harder, he would have no trouble getting into a very good university. (was, were)

5. I believe strongly that if the committee __________ to pass the amendment our problems would be solved. (was, were)

6. If I __________ given a second interview, I am sure that I would be offered the position. (am, were)

7. Had the train arrived a few minutes earlier, we __________ have made the first act of the play. (will, would)

8. If England were to score now, it __________ completely change the game. (will, would)

2
Most of the time the verb agrees with the meaning of the subject.

A number of my friends think I should take a rest.

A group of us have decided to give up the plan.

A lot of trouble is caused by racism.

A lot of problems are caused by unemployment.

The majority of the damage is easy to repair.

The majority of criminals are non-violent.
They each play several instruments.

Each day is different from the next.

Neither plan really suits me.

Each of them is broken.

One of my earrings has fallen off.

Either of the houses is big enough.


None of, neither of and not either of can be followed by both singular and plural verbs.
None of my friends are/is likely to come.

Neither of them want/s to come.

I don’t think either of them is/are at home.

EXERCISE — Fill in the blanks with either the singular or the plural form of the verbs in brackets.
1.  The present whereabouts of the rich businessman ___ (to be) a mystery.

2.  A lot of money ___ (to have) been spent on the project.

3.  I think every boy and every girl in this class ___ (to be) working hard.

4.  It is you, not Tom, who ___ (to be) to blame for what has happened.

5.  What they have done ___ (to have) put us in an embarrassing situation.

6.  None of the guests ___ (to have) arrived.

7.  I wonder if the committee ___ (to be) still divided in opinion.

8.  Neither of your brothers ___ (to be) in the playground.
9.  There ___ (to be) one or two mistakes in your composition.

10.  Tom, as well as his sisters, ___ (to have) been invited to the party.

11.  Not even one of these books ___ (to be) interesting.

12.  No two men ___ (to be) exactly alike.

13.  A large number of poultry ___ (to be) kept on that farm.

14.  Reading books ___ (to be) my hobby.

15.  The old ___ (to be) not to be regarded as a burden to the family.

16.  How much ___ (to do) these jeans cost?

17.  My friend and colleague ___ (to have) been admitted to hospital.

18.  More than one refugee ___ (to have) been detained by the police.

19.  The long and the short of the matter ___ (to be) that they both ended in jail.

20.  Either you or he ___ (to have) taken my dictionary.

3
Team, family, government, etc.* can be singular or plural. 

We use singular verbs or pronouns when we mean the organization (thing), while plural verbs or pronouns refer to its members (people). **
The team are playing magnificently, aren’t they?

A team that has skilful members is more likely to win.

My family, who are incomparably wonderful, do all they can for me.

The average family, which now consists of about four members, is much smaller than it used to be.
The government is/are in favour of economic sanctions.

*
committee, club, class, school, union, choir, orchestra, staff, jury, firm, The BBC, The Labour Party, etc.
**
In AmE a singular verb is required here.

4(a)
Some subjects look like plural *, but they take singular verbs.

More than one person is going to lose his job.

Fish and chips is getting very expensive.

Five pounds doesn’t buy as much as it used to.

Measles takes a long time to get over.

Politics is a complicated business.

* 
news, billiards, draughts, The United States, The United Nations, athletics, mathematics, a series, a means, a works, crossroads, barracks, headquarters, etc.
4(b)
Some subjects look like singular, but they take plural verbs.
Cattle were allowed to graze here.

The police are searching for the escaped prisoner.

People are funny. 

(BUT: a people = a nation)

The youth of today don’t know what they want. 

(BUT: a youth = a young 
man)
xe "anyone"

xe "anybody"

xe "someone"
xe "somebody"

xe "everyone"
xe "everybody"

xe "nobody"

xe "no one"
5
Anybody, somebody, nobody and everybody take singular verbs but plural pronouns.

If anyone wants to give their name for the trip to China, will they please do it as soon as possible?

When a person has no will to live, they are often very difficult to help.

Singular pronouns can be used, but they sound more formal.

When a person has no will to live, he is often very difficult to help.
1. is/are, 2. has, 3. is, 4. are, 5. has, 6. have, 7. are, 8. is, 9. are, 10. has, 11. is, 12. are, 13. are, 14. is, 15. are, 16. do, 17. has, 18. has, 19. is, 20. has
EXERCISE — Rewrite these sentences as directed.

1.  When I got there, I found that both my uncle and my aunt were waiting at the airport. (Use “as well as”.)

2.  A lot of problems have cropped up. (Begin with “Many a”.)

3.  One of us is mistaken. (Use “either … or”.)

4.  Both my brother and I were present at yesterday’s meeting. (Use “neither … nor”.)

5.  Only Cindy and her sister were opposed to the plan. (Begin with “No one but”.)

6.  In addition to a flyover, some new roads have been built in that district. (Begin with “Not only”.)

7.  Every student in the class is present today. (Begin with “All”.)

8.  There were a lot of people at the concert last night. (Use “audience” for “people”.)

9.  The whole school is busy making preparations for the School Open Day Exhibition. (Begin with “All”.)

10.  These scissors are not sharp. (Begin with “This pair”.)

1. When I got there, I found that my uncle, as well as my aunt, was waiting at the airport.

2. Many a problem has cropped up.

3. Either you or I am mistaken.

4. Neither my brother nor I was absent from yesterday’s meeting.

5. No one but Cindy and her sister was opposed to the plan.

6. Not only a flyover but also some new roads have been built in that district.

7. All the students in the class are present today.

8. There was a large audience at the concert last night.

9. All the teachers and students of that school are busy making preparations for the School Open Day Exhibition.

10. This pair of scissors is not sharp.

















































































































