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LESSON 19

· Inversion

INVERSION

A9
The SV pattern can sometimes be inverted.  XE "inversion" 
1
The subject-helping verb order is inverted in:
(a) questions
Have you seen John?
(b) certain exclamation
Isn’t it cold!
(c) response with so, neither, nor
“I don’t like Aaron.”

“Nor/Neither do I.”

“My mother’s ill this week.”

“So’s my sister.”

Cf.
She travelled a great deal, as did most of her friends.
BUT: 


“That’s Frank, look!” 

“So it is!”
(Here so does not mean also.)

2
Other uses of inversion are more formal.
(a) Inversion is used when a sentence starts with a negative word/phrase, like Hardly, Scarcely, No sooner… than, Never, Rarely, Seldom, Little, Under no circumstances, At no time, In no way, On no account, Not only, etc. 
Under no circumstances can we accept cheques.

Hardly had I arrived when a quarrel broke out.
Not only did we lose all our money, but we also came close to losing our lives.
(b) Inversion is used in some clauses starting with only…
Only then did I understand what she meant.

Only after a year did he begin to see the results of his experiment.

(c) Inversion can replace some adverb clauses of condition.
Had I known what was going to happen, I would never have left her alone.
(= If I had known what was going to happen…)

Should you need any help, please let us know.
EXERCISE — Reconstruct these sentences so that the adverb in italics comes at the beginning of the sentence.
1.  He had hardly finished his dinner when the servant came rushing in.

2.  You know little of what goes on behind the scenes.

3.  You know even less of what the ministers are thinking.

4.  He not only showed her how to do it but offered to help her as well.

5.  I have never in all my life seen such a sight as this.

6.  There has rarely been such a gathering of celebrities in our house.

7.  You could nowhere find a better adviser.

8.  I heard only by chance that his mother had died.

3
Subject-verb (not helping verb) inversion

(a) It is used when a sentence starts with adverbials of place and the verb indicates direction, position or movement, e.g. be, sit, lie, stand, come/go, walk, etc.
Under a tree was sitting one of the most beautiful girls I have ever seen.

On the bed lay a fat old man.
Here comes Aaron! 

There goes the bus. 

(BUT: There it goes.)

(b) Inversion may be used after direct speech, especially if the subject is a long one.
“Let’s go,” suggested Aaron. (OR: … Aaron suggested.)

“Who’s crying?” shouted the fat man in the corner.

BUT

“My little sister is,” I answered.
INVERSION

1.  Only by working hard ___.

A.  you can pass the examination

B.  you will pass the examination

C.  can you pass the examination

D.  can’t you pass the examination

2.  She was so worried about the results of the examination that ___.

A.  could she not sleep

B.  couldn’t she sleep

C.  could not she sleep

D.  she could not sleep

3.  ___, I would have told you.

A.  If you had asked me

B.  Were you to ask me

C.  Should you ask me

D.  Were you asked me

4.  Which of the following is correct?

A.  Hardly she heard the news did she go home.

B.  Hardly had she heard the news than she go home.

C.  Hardly she had heard the news and went she home.

D.  Hardly had she heard the news when she went home.

5.  Never before in Hong Kong ___.

A.  has there been such a massive increase in licence fees and duty on new cars

B.  there was such a massive increase in licence fees and duty on new cars

C.  has it been such a massive increase in licence fees and duty on new cars

D.  it was such a massive increase in licence fees and duty on new cars

6.  She said, ___.

A.  “What a tall building is it!”

B.  “What tall is that building!”

C.  “What a tall building it is!”

D.  “What a tall building is it?”

7.  Tom has learned about it ___.

A.  and neither have I

B.  and so do I

C.  and I haven’t either

D.  but I haven’t

8.  Not until ___ will you be allowed to leave.

A.  you have finished your work

B.  have you finished your work

C.  do you finish your work

D.  did you finish your work

9.  Mary dislikes boiled eggs ___.

A.  and neither do I

B.  and so do I

C.  and her brother is not either

D.  and her brother does not, too

10.  In my opinion, ___ than the others.

A.  he has a greater chance

B.  has he a greater chance

C.  does he have a greater chance

D.  did he had a greater chance
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