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LESSON 17

· How to modify a sentence (2): Participle clauses

 XE "adverbs" xe "adverbials"
C
HOW TO MODIFY A SENTENCE

C1
You can always add extra adverbials to the SV… pattern.


Table 16 What can modify a sentence

	A sentence can be modified by:

1. sentence adverbs
It should be finished by next year.




Hopefully it should be finished by next year.

2. prepositional phrases
The castle is closed.



The castle is closed for urgent repairs.

3. adverb clauses
They got married.




They got married when they were mad.

4. participle clauses
The minister decided to resign.



Accused of dishonesty, the minister decided to resign.




C2
Adverb clauses

	
	1. as

Please do it as I have shown you.
2. where

Where there is no rain, farming is difficult.
3. when

When I went out, it was still raining.

4. because 
He did not go with us because he was busy.
5. so … that
It was so hot that we stayed at home all day.
6. so that

She shouted loudly so that they could hear her.
7. if

If it rains, I shall not go.
8. although
Although it was cold, he did not light the fire.
9. than

You did the work better than I expected.



He was absent because he was ill. 
He was absent because of his illness. 
It was so hot that we stayed at home all day. [so + adj./adv. + that…]
It was such a hot day that we stayed at home all day. [such + (a) noun + that…]

The question was so difficult that I could not answer it.
The question was too difficult for me to answer.
The question was not easy enough for me to answer.

He is working hard so that / in order that he can / may pass the exam.

He is working hard to / in order to / so as to pass the exam. 

He is working hard with a view to / in hopes of passing the exam.

It was raining, but we went for a walk.
Although / Though / Even though it was raining, we went for a walk.
In spite of / Despite the rain, we went for a walk.
It was raining. However / Nevertheless, we went for a walk.
C3
 In general, if the number of main verbs is n, the number of conjunctions is (n-1).

(()  (Al)though it was cold, he did not light the fire.
(()  (Al)though it was cold, but he did not light the fire.
C4
Compare like with like – Parallelism

(()  Jane’s coat is like Mary. 
(()  Jane’s coat is like Mary’s. 
(()  Jane’s coat is the same as Mary’s.

(()  Jane’s coat is different from Mary’s.

ADVERBIAL PARTICIPLE CLAUSES/PHRASES
 XE "participle clauses/phrases" 
1
Some participle clauses are similar to adverb clauses.

2
Usually the participle clause/phrase refers to the subject.

My wife had a long talk with Sally, explaining why she didn’t want the children to play together.
?


(()  Travelling in the car, the scenery in England is beautiful.

(()  Travelling in the car, I found the scenery in England beautiful.

The second sentence is correct because the participle clause/phrase (travelling in the car) refers to the subject I, not the scenery. 

Exceptions are some common expressions, as shown below:

Beginning tomorrow, Aaron’s new book will be available.

Considering her age, she’s very active.

Judging from what you said, the book is worth reading.
There will be five of us going, including Aaron.

(OR: There will be five of us going, Aaron included.)
3
Participle phrases/clauses are common with perfect participles.

Having failed to qualify as a lawyer, she took up teaching.

Having finished all my letters, I had a drink and went out.
EXERCISE 1

1.  _____ by the police, the thief ran as fast as he could.

A.  Chasing

B.  Having chased

C.  Chased

D.  To chase

2.  _____ her homework, she went to play.

A.  Finished

B.  After finished

C.  Having been finished

D.  Having finished

3.  _____ in a traffic accident recently, he dares not drive anymore.

A.  Having been hurt

B.  Having hurt

C.  He has hurt

D.  He having hurt

4.  There are a lot of people _____ at the bus stop.

A.  to wait

B.  wait

C.  waited

D.  waiting
5.  _____ what it was like ten years ago, the school has changed a lot.

A.  Compared

B.  Comparing with

C.  Comparing to

D.  Compared with

4
The subject in the participle phrase should not be dropped if it is different from the subject in the main clause.

Same subjects:

Aaron felt cold.

Aaron put on his coat.

( 
Feeling cold, Aaron put on his coat.
He was not used to noise.
He did not like city life.
( 
Not being used to noise, he did not like city life.

Different subjects:

It was a cold day. 
Aaron put on his coat.
( 
It being a cold day, Aaron put on his coat.

Her mother had not returned.
She could not go with us.
( 
Her mother not having returned, she could not go with us.

EXERCISE 2 — Combine the following pairs of sentences, using present or past participles.
1.  He felt tired. He took a rest.

2.  We saw the accident. We dialled 999.

3.  He took the children to Ocean Park. He forgot he had an engagement on Sunday afternoon.

4.  She did not want to offend her parents. She cancelled her trip to Macau.

5.  Mei Lan was not there yesterday. She did not know what happened.

6.  Mary was laid up with the flu. She could not attend the meeting.

7.  The injured man was discharged from hospital. He had been given treatment for his injuries.

8.  The boy had not prepared his lesson. He could not answer the teacher’s questions.



























boys are stronger than girls.

























































































Generally speaking,


Strictly speaking,


Roughly speaking,





the Minister decided to resign.





Being a woman of firm views,


Since she was a woman of firm views,





Accused of dishonesty by the media,


After he had been accused of dishonesty by the media,





Margaret decided to resign.






























































