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LESSON 16

· How to modify a sentence (1)

 XE "adverbs" xe "adverbials"
C
HOW TO MODIFY A SENTENCE

C1
You can always add extra adverbials to the SV… pattern.

I want a cup of tea.



I very much want a cup of tea tonight.



I want a cup of tea because I am thirsty.
C2
A sentence can be modified by 1. sentence adverbs, 2. prepositional phrases, 3. adverb clauses and 4. participle clauses. (See Table 16)

Table 16 What can modify a sentence

	
	
	

	A sentence can be modified by:

1. sentence adverbs

It should be finished by next year.





Hopefully it should be finished by next year.
2. prepositional phrases
The castle is closed.




The castle is closed for urgent repairs.
3. adverb clauses

They got married.




They got married when they were mad.

4. participle clauses

The minister decided to resign.




Accused of dishonesty, the minister decided to resign.



EXAMPLES

	
	He bought an umbrella.
	

	
	
	

	Yesterday
	he bought an umbrella.
	

	On a rainy day
	he bought an umbrella.
	

	
	He bought an umbrella
	because it was raining.

	Seeing some dark clouds in the sky,
	he bought an umbrella.
	

	
	
	


EXERCISE
Modify the following sentence by 1. sentence adverbs, 2. prepositional phrases, 3. adverb clauses and 4. participle clauses.




She kicked the dog.

1. __________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________

3. __________________________________________________________

4. __________________________________________________________

C3
Adverb clauses

	
	1. MANNER: as


Please do it as I have shown you.
2. PLACE: where


Where there is no rain, farming is difficult.
3. TIME: when


When I went out, it was still raining.

4. REASON: because 

He did not go with us because he was busy.
5. RESULT: so … that

It was so hot that we stayed at home all day.
6. PURPOSE: so that

She shouted loudly so that they could hear her.
7. CONDITION: if

If it rains, I shall not go.
8. CONTRAST: although

Although it was cold, he did not light the fire.
9. COMPARISON: than

You did the work better than I expected.

	
	


EXERCISE
Modify the following sentence by different types of adverb clauses.




They bought a football.

1. __________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________

3. __________________________________________________________

4. __________________________________________________________

We have discussed seven types of adverb clauses. In this lesson, we will look at the remaining two.
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CONTRAST
1(a)
Contrast of surprising facts

Fact 1: 
It was raining.

Fact 2:
We went for a walk.

(i) Ways of expressing this kind of contrast:

	 Conjunctions
	 Prepositions
	 Linking adverbs

	 but

 yet

 although

 though

 even though


	 in spite of

 despite


	 however

 nevertheless

 none the less

 yet 
 all the same 
 even so

 still


Conjunctions:
It was raining, but we went for a walk.
Although / Though / Even though it was raining, we went for a walk.
Prepositions:
In spite of / Despite the rain, we went for a walk.
Adverbs:
It was raining. However / Nevertheless, we went for a walk.
(ii) Other ways of expressing this kind of contrast:
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(iii) In general, if the number of main verbs is n, the number of conjunctions is (n-1).

(()  (Al)though it was cold, he did not light the fire.
(()  (Al)though it was cold, but he did not light the fire.
1(b)
Contrast of opposite facts

Fact 1:
In Britain the hottest month of the year is usually July.

Fact 2:
In Australia the coldest month of the year is usually July.

(i) Ways of expressing this kind of contrast:

	 Conjunctions
	 Linking adverbs

	 but

 while

 whereas
	 on the other hand

 in/by contrast

 on the contrary


In Britain the hottest month of the year is usually July, but/while/whereas in Australia the coldest month of the year is usually July.

In Britain the hottest month of the year is usually July. By contrast, July is usually the coldest month of the year in Australia.
(ii) Compare:

Donald is not foolish. However, he is lazy.

Donald is not foolish. On the contrary, he is very clever.
She is not rich. However, she is always ready to help her friends.

He is not proud. On the contrary, he is very modest.

On the one hand, he did not like the film; on the other hand, he did not wish to offend her by telling her this.

EXERCISE 1 — Rewrite the sentences as directed.
1.  They listened carefully but they could not make out what the dying man was saying. (Begin with ‘Although’.)
2.  Though John was ill, he attended the wedding party. (Begin with ‘In spite’.)
3.  He was the first to arrive though he lived in the New Territories. (Use ‘but’.)

4.  Rupert was very strong, and yet he could not lift the weight. (Begin with ‘Though’.)

5.  He is very rich but he is not content with what he already has. (Begin with ‘However’.)

6.  Mr. Dai is old but he still leads an active life. (Begin with ‘In spite’.)

7.  For all you say, I still think that he is a good man. (Begin with ‘No matter’.)

8.  Mary was busy but she volunteered to help us. (Use ‘as’.)

9.  Although the old man is wealthy, he is unhappy. (Use ‘riches’.)

10.  The weather was bad. The beach was crowded with holidaymakers. (Begin with ‘Notwithstanding’.)
COMPARISON
2(a)
Equal comparison
The camera costs as much as the TV set does.

They brought as much food as they could carry.

The vegetables are not as/so cheap as they were last week.

She’s wearing the same dress as her sister wore last year.

I’ve never dreamed of such a wonderful job as they offered me last week.

2(b)
Unequal comparison

The camera costs more than the TV set does.

The concert lasted longer than we expected.

The President is more nervous than he looks.

The Eiffel Tower is 150 metres higher than Notre Dame.

(The Eiffel Tower is twice as high as Notre Dame.

 Notre Dame is half as high as the Eiffel Tower.)


2(c)
Compare like with like – Parallelism

Jane’s coat is like Mary. 
(()
Jane’s coat is like Mary’s. 
(()

Similarly,
Jane’s coat is the same as Mary’s.

Jane’s coat is different from Mary’s.

What’s the difference between Mary’s and Jane’s coats?
She gave me more help than he. (=She gave me more help than he gave me.)

She gave me more help than him. (=She gave me more help than she gave him.)
EXERCISE 2 — Rewrite the sentences as directed.
1.  My friend is clever. You are clever. (Use ‘just as’.)

2.  Alice writes better than I. (Use ‘as … as’ and begin with “I …”.)
3.  Peter is the most diligent boy in my class. (Use ‘more diligent’.)

4.  How is a donkey different from a mule? (Use ‘difference’.)
5.  I am two years older than he. (Use ‘senior’.)

6.  This is the highest building in Hong Kong. (Use ‘as … as’.)
EXERCISE 3 — Circular situations: make sentences like the one in the example.

EXAMPLE: 

He drives fast; he gets nervous.

The faster he drives, the more nervous he gets; and the more nervous he gets, the faster he drives.

1.
He eats ice cream; he gets fat. (The more ice cream…)

2.
He reads; he forgets.

3.
She ignores him; he loves her.

4.
She buys shoes; she wants shoes.

5.
We spend money; we have friends.

6.
I sleep; I’m tired.

7.
(Make your own sentence.)


Why study?

The more I study, the more I know.

The more I know, the more I forget.

The more I forget, the less I know.

So why study?

EXERCISE 4 — Choose the words from Column II which best complete the meaning of the statements in Column I. Write the LETTER of the group of words you choose in the spaces provided. Each group in Column II can only be used once. The first one has been done for you.
	
Column I
1. Since you are running a fever

  H  
2. No sooner had he heard the news
_____

3. It was not until yesterday

_____

4. It was because he was late again
_____

5. He swam so well


_____

6. He is talking about the subject

_____

7. The child is too tall


_____

8. The child is not tall enough

_____

9. John was so cold


_____

10. Of the three brothers


_____

11. The more he listened


_____


	Column II
A. that he won three prizes.

B. lest he should be punished.

C. that his teeth were chattering.

D. as if he were an expert.

E. when he lost control of himself.

F. to reach the top shelf.

G. John is the cleverest.

H. you’d better stay in bed.

I. than he flew into a rage.

J. that he was punished.

K. to sit at the front of the class.

L. John is more diligent than Tom.

M. why he was told to stay behind after school.

N. that he finished his composition.

O. so as to set a good example.

P. the more interested he became.

Q. in order not to hurt her feelings.




I, N, J, A, D, K, F, C, G, P

EXERCISE 4 — Rewrite the following sentences.
1. Mrs. Smith is the wisest member of the family and of her four daughters Jane is the prettiest. (Use the comparatives of ‘wise’ and ‘pretty’.)

2. She succeeded more than they had expected.

= She succeeded beyond …
3. The man was fined by the judge because of his unruly behaviour in court.

= The man was fined by the judge for contempt …
4. Do you know the reason for his constant silence?

= Do you know why…
5. He whistled so as to attract her attention. (Use ‘so that’.)

6. As soon as the storm commenced, the boat upset. (Rewrite this as a simple sentence)

7. She feared to speak when he was there.

= She feared to speak in …
8. I last saw him three weeks ago. 

= I have not seen him …
I last saw him three weeks ago. 

= Three weeks have passed …
9. It was only last Sunday that I saw her again. (Use ‘until’ and begin with ‘I did not …’.)

10. I can go only after I have finished my homework. (Use ‘until’.)

11. I won’t do it if you don’t agree. (Use ‘unless’.)

Answers

1.  Mrs. Smith is wiser than any other members of the family and Jane is prettier than any of her other three daughters.

2.  She succeeded beyond their expectation.

3.  … of court. 

4.  Do you know why he is constantly remaining silent?

5.  He whistled so that he could attract her attention.

6.  The boat upset at the very commencement of the storm.

7.  She feared to speak in his presence.

8.  I have not seen him for the last three weeks.

Three weeks have passed since I last saw him.





















































































This coat is 





much


a lot


somewhat


a little


no


not any





cheaper than that one.





he failed to remedy the situation.





Although he had much experience,


With/for all his experience,





Although they tried very hard,


Hard as they tried,


However / No matter how hard they tried,





they could not find the source of the mysterious gas.
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