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LESSON 15

· How? Where? When? Why?

In 13, we talked about place (where?). In this lesson, we will first look at manner (how?) and time (when?). Then we will discuss reason, result and purpose (why?). 

HOW?

 XE "how" 

 XE "when" 

 XE "where" 


How did he face his problems?
AS, AS IF, AS THOUGH

 XE "as" 

 XE "as if" 

 XE "as though" 

 XE "like" 
When in Rome, do as the Romans do.

She looks as if / as though she were unhappy.

As you sow, so you shall reap. (Proverb)
She sings as a professional singer does. [conj.]
She sings like a professional singer. [prep.]
WHERE?



Where did you live?
WHERE, WHEREVER

 XE "wherever" 

 XE "where" 
Where there is a will, there is a way.

He will be happy wherever he lives.

WHEN?

When are you going to learn to drive?
(i)
WHEN, WHENEVER, WHILE, AS, NOW (THAT)

I will ask him when he comes tomorrow.
(()
I will ask him when he will come tomorrow. 
(()
I was watching TV while my sister was doing her homework.

The wind became stronger as the day went on.
 XE "when" 

 XE "whenever" 

 XE "while" 

 XE "as" 
(ii)
BEFORE, UNTIL, TILL [conjunction or preposition]
He did not learn the truth until yesterday.

It was not until yesterday that he learned the truth. (Emphatic form)
Not until yesterday did he learn the truth. (Inversion)

 XE "before" 

 XE "until" 

 XE "till" 
(iii)
AFTER, SINCE [conjunction or preposition]
After she left school, she worked in a hospital.  [conjunction]

After leaving school, she worked in a hospital.  [preposition]
 XE "after" 

 XE "since" 
(iv)
AS SOON AS, NO SOONER… THAN, HARDLY… WHEN
He started back home as soon as he saw it.
He had no sooner seen it than he started back home.

= No sooner had he seen it than he started back home. 

He had scarcely/hardly seen it when/before he started back home.

= Scarcely/Hardly had he seen it when he started back home. 
 XE "as soon as" 

 XE "no sooner… than" 

 XE "hardly… when" 
EXERCISE
Fill in each blank with when, while or as. For some questions, there may be more than one possible answer.

1.  __________ John was five, he went to Singapore with his parents.

2.  We have fewer cells __________ we get older.

3.  My mother cut herself __________ she was cooking dinner.

4.  Do you remember __________ we went camping with John and Jane?

5.  Helen was on a business trip to France __________ she met her husband.

6.  It’s hard to imagine life in the days __________ there was no electricity.

7.  His temper got worse __________ he grew older.

8.  I was very good at Physics and Chemistry __________ I was at school.

9.  My parents were watching TV in the living room __________ I was reading in my bedroom.

10. __________ I do my homework, I feel tired and sleepy.

11. John was doing his homework __________ the door bell rang.

12. __________ Mary matured, she became wiser.

13. __________ you were playing tennis, I went to the library.

14. My father retired __________ he was sixty-five.

15. __________ I was your age, I did not know anything about computers.

16. Jane blushes __________ people tease and make fun of her.

17. The students handed in their work __________ they finished answering all the questions.

18. We were all sound asleep __________ the burglar broke into the house.

19. Tom always puts the blame on others __________ he makes a mistake.

20. Do you remember the days __________ we used to go canoeing in Sai Kung?

Prepositions of Time

At XE "at" 
5:30 p.m. / that time / dinner time

Christmas / Easter 

present / this moment 
first / last / the beginning of / the end of
dawn / daybreak / sunrise / dusk / sunset 

noon / midday / night / midnight

In XE "in" 
the morning / the afternoon / the evening

March / 1997 / the twentieth century

spring / summer / the past / (the) future 

modern times / war time / one’s time / one’s day

these days / those days

his absence / the presence of

On XE "on" 
his birthday / Sunday / Monday / that day / a cold day

one’s arrival 

the instant 

this occasion / several occasions
By XE "by" 
Applications for the post should be sent in by June 1.
Since, For XE "for" 

 XE "since" 
I haven’t seen her since last week.

I haven’t seen her for several days.

Until, From … to (till/until), Between … and XE "until" 

 XE "from… to/till" 
He will not be here until 5 o’clock.
The Exhibition will be open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. (between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.) 
 XE "between… and" 
No preposition
last week / last Friday /next month / next year

this week / that year / every day / two days ago

the day before yesterday

the day after tomorrow
EXERCISE
1. ___ the middle of the day;

___ midday / noon

2. ___ the daytime; 

___ day

3. ___ Christmas; 

___ Christmas Day/Eve

4. ___ Saturday; 

___ weekend

5. ___ September 25, 1981; 

___ September, 1981

6. ___ the afternoon of May 22; 

___ the afternoon; 

___ Friday morning; 

___ the morning

7. ___ the instant; 

___ once

8. We seldom go out ___ night.

___ the night of July 12, we went to visit our grandparents.

___ Saturday night, we went to visit our grandparents.

___ the night when the crime was committed, the neighbours heard a scream.

9. Although he was held up by traffic congestion, he managed to arrive ___ time for his train.

The train pulled in ___ time.

10. ___ the end of the variety show, all the singers and actresses came out to answer the curtain calls.

She was ___ the end of her patience.

At first the new boy failed in many subjects but he managed to keep up with the rest of the class ___ the end.

11. He has been ill ___ last week.

He has been ill ___ the last week.

12. I will call on you sometime ___ this week.
Position and Order of Adverbs
 XE "adverbs: position and order" 
The usual order in which adverbs follow the verb is:
Manner—Place—Time 

  (how?)
(where?) (when?)
They have been studying hard at home all day.
They played football enthusiastically in the rain yesterday.
However, 


(a) we often put the adverb of place straight after the verb of movement:

They walked to the theatre in a hurry last night.

We flew to Rome by BOAC last summer.

(b) we often put adverbs of time right at the beginning of the sentence, particularly if it is a long sentence with other adverbs in it:
Yesterday he unexpectedly flew to Berlin by the afternoon plane.

At three in the morning I heard a loud knock on the front door.

EXERCISE 1 — Put the adverb before the verb.
1. We are working on our theses. (still)

2. They have not finished doing their homework. (yet)

3. I have told you a thousand times not to do it. (already)

4. We had come in when the telephone rang. (only just)

EXERCISE 2 — Put the adverb of manner before the verb and all the other adverbs at the end of the sentence:
1. They went out to get some fresh air. (gladly, in the park)

2. I believe they will come. (firmly, home)

3. They were dancing together. (all last night)

4. He put the money away. (carefully, in his purse)

5. I heard a cry. (distinctly, outside)

6. You can’t want so much to drink. (possibly)

EXERCISE 3 — Place the adverbs supplied in the correct place in the sentence:
1. Take this. (immediately, to your mother)

2. Come! (immediately, here)

3. They returned. (with their friends, at eleven o’clock, to their hotel)

4. He has been sitting. (for ten minutes, quite quietly, on that chair)

5. The goalkeeper remained. (all through the game, lazily, in the goalmouth)

6. He went to fetch his coat. (upstairs, a few minutes ago)
7. I have been working. (all day, in this room)
8. He was born. (in 1943, in Paris)
9. Look! (at this sentence, carefully)
10. I have been living. (in Rome, quietly, at the station)
WHY? 
 XE "adverb clauses" 

 XE "why" 

 XE "reason" 

 XE "because" 

 XE "as" 
REASON
 XE "since" 

 XE "because of" 

 XE "owing to" 

 XE "due to" 

 XE "out of" 
1(a)
Conjunctions may be used to give reasons.
BECAUSE

AS

SINCE

He did not go with us because he was busy.

It was because he was busy that he did not go with us. (Emphatic form)

He criticized you not because he hated you but because he did not want to see you do wrong.
As/Since he was busy, he did not go with us.

now that
seeing that
for

Now that you are well again, you may take part in the competition.
Seeing that Monica was not well, the teacher exempted her from the PE lesson.
I couldn’t stay, for the area was violent. (rather formal; written; not used at the beginning of a sentence)

1(b)
Prepositions can also be used to give reasons.
BECAUSE OF

ON ACCOUNT OF

OWING TO

He was absent because he was ill. 
He was absent because of his illness. 
The rice crop failed on account of bad weather. (rather formal)

The game was cancelled owing to bad weather. (rather formal)

due to

out of

for
The failure of the rice crop was due to bad weather. (commonly used after verb-to-be)
He gave the beggar some money out of pity. (used together with pity, kindness, concern, curiosity, jealousy, etc.)

She was criticized for not handing in her work on time. 
= She was criticized because she did not hand in her work on time.
1(c)
In written English, there are other ways of expressing reason and cause.
Luckily, none of the passengers were killed in the fire. The reason (explanation) for this was that the seats were not flammable, and everyone had time to escape through the emergency doors.

The reason (why) he lost the court case was that he doesn’t have a witness.

EXERCISE — Which of the following sentences are correct?
1. He was absent because he was ill. 
2. He was absent because of his illness. 
3. His absence was due to his illness.

4. His absence was caused by his illness.

5. The reason for his absence was his illness.
6. The cause of his absence was that he was ill.
RESULT

 XE "result" 

 XE "purpose" 
2(a)
Conjunctions may be used to give results.

 XE "so" 

 XE "so that" 
SO

So that

With the result that

He did not work hard, (and) so he failed in the exam.
The prisoners had a secret radio, so that they could receive messages from the outside world.

There had been no rain for six months, with the result that the ground was as hard as iron.


 XE "so… that" 

 XE "such… that" 
SO… THAT

SUCH… THAT
It was so hot that we stayed at home all day. 


[so + adj./adv. + that…]
It was such a hot day that we stayed at home all day. 


[such + (a) noun + that…]

She interested me so much that I was not aware how time passed.
We have had so much rain that most of our land is flooded.
The question was so difficult that I could not answer it.

The question was too difficult for me to answer.

The question was not easy enough for me to answer.

I was 'that tired I couldn’t keep my eyes open.

2(b)
There are other ways of expressing result in linking sentences.

He worked very hard. As a result, he passed the examination with five credits.
Thus, therefore, consequently and hence are formal.
PURPOSE

 XE "in order that" 

 XE "in order to" 
 XE "so as to" 

 XE "with a view to" 
3
Conjunctions may be used to give purposes.
SO THAT

In order that
She shouted loudly so that / in order that they could (or might) hear her.
He is working hard so that / in order that he can / may pass the exam.
He is working hard to / in order to / so as to pass the exam. 
He is working hard with a view to / in hopes of passing the exam.

He brought the letter so that / in order that I could read it.
He brought the letter for me to read. (N.B. without “it”)
lest
for fear that
in case
She works hard lest she should fail in the examination.

She took her coat with her in case it rained.
 XE "lest" 

 XE "for fear that" 
EXERCISE 1 — Rewrite these sentences as directed.

1. They were late because their car broke down. (Begin with ‘It was …’.)

2. We put off the picnic because the weather was bad. (Use ‘on account of’.)

3. Mrs Wong retired at the age of 42 because she was in poor health. (Begin with ‘Owing’.)

EXERCISE 2 — Rewrite these sentences as directed.
1.  She was very tired. She went to bed early. (Combine using ‘so … that’.)

2.  He is very clever. He almost always gets full marks. (Combine using ‘such … that’.)

3.  The load was so heavy that she could not carry it. (First use ‘too … to’ and then use ‘enough’.)

4. She was too frightened to say a word. (Use ‘so … that’.)

5. She did not run fast enough to catch up with the others. (Use ‘so … that’.)

6. They were so naughty that they were often punished by their parents. (Rewrite the sentence using ‘such … that’.)

EXERCISE 3 — Rewrite these sentences as directed.
1.  Henry switched on his desk lamp. He wanted to read the novel. (Combine using ‘so that’.)

2.  He waved his shirt. He wanted to attract their attention. (Combine using ‘in order to’.)

3.  She carried the vase very carefully. She did not want to break it. (Combine using ‘so as to’.)
4.  He made it a rule to read the English newspaper every day so that he could improve his English. (Begin with ‘With a view to’.)

5.  She always set her alarm clock before going to bed so that she will not be late for school. (Use ‘lest’.)

6.  She runs every morning to keep fit. (Use ‘so that’.)

Writing an argumentative essay

‘Eating at home is better than eating in restaurants’. Do you agree? Give reasons. (Sample)

‘It is more important to be clever than beautiful or handsome.’ Do you agree?

Write a letter to the editor of the Young Post giving your opinions. Start your letter ‘Dear Editor’, and sign it ‘Chris Wong’. Do not write an address. (2007)

Your school building is going to be pulled down as part of the redevelopment of the area. Write an article for your school magazine saying why you think this is or is not a good idea. (2008)

Homework

Write about 250 words on ONE of the following topics:
1 Some say that illegal downloading from the Internet is no different to theft and should be punished by imprisonment, not fines. Write an essay arguing EITHER for OR against tougher penalties for downloading material illegally from the Internet.

2 ‘We should help Hong Kong’s needy people before we help people in other countries.’ Do you agree? Write an editorial, giving reasons for your viewpoint.

3 ‘A good job is not the most important thing in life.’ Do you agree? Give reasons.


































bravely.


in a responsible manner.


with great courage.


as his father once did.






























































so that / in order that + clause





so as to / in order to + infinitive





with a view to


in the hope of


in hopes of


with the purpose of 	  + -ing


with the intention of


for





Very soon.


Next year.


In the spring.


As soon as I reach the age of 17.








I lived





upstairs.


under the bridge.


where he is living now.





He faced his problems








