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LESSON 14
· How to read: Inferring
· Comparing writers’ attitudes
Comparing writers’ attitudes

(((((
[image: image1.png]1 o What do you think
about the airport’s
new security measures?

I've been fortunate enough to
experience how the airport is

*  coping just the second day after
the restrictions came into force.
Thanks to all the news stories, I
was aware of the ban and packed
my stuff without any problem.

It takes time for every traveller
{o understand - and remember —
the ban, but as far as T have seen,
the staff at the airport have been
helpful — and cheerful, despite all
the grumbles from passengers.

It isn’t like how we travelled
before, but I think we do have to
co-operate. It’s with the benefit of
hindsight that airports worldwide
are doing this — but what better
can they have done?

Jonny Chung, Pok Fu Lam

For a long time, we have given up
our privacy for security. While this
Temains unchanged, the effect of
the trade-off came to our notice
after the % incident. To avoid
being attacked, governments
enforce different measures to
protect their citizens.

At the same time, many of
these measures, if not all, are at
the citizens’ expense. What is the
main reason for this?

Itis because of their
governments. In a world where the
boundaries between countries are
disappearing, the differences
between countries are exposed.
We should learn how to treasure
other countries’ culture and
tradition, and respect them.

Under these circumstances, it
is unlikely that there would not be
dramatic changes in global
politics. Thus, this type of security
will keep on coming and
eventually there may be CCTV in
homes to monitor our lives.

Annis Kwok Ka-yu, Tsuen Wan




NOTES
Exercise: Transfer of information

What are the writers’ views on the following?

	
	Johnny Chung
	Annis Kwok Ka-yu

	Travellers/passengers


	
	

	Staff at the airport


	
	

	Government


	
	

	Security/Privacy


	
	

	Others: 


	
	


Post-reading writing

What aspect of the text interested you the most?

How do you feel about that aspect of the text?

What experiences have you had that help explain the feelings?

Or

“Eventually there may be CCTV in homes to monitor our lives.” Agree?

Or 

Make any comments you want.
_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Change in the writer’s attitude?

A. (((
B. (((
Read the text below. Find the positive or negative language and underline it. 

(
Peter gazed out of the window, and there beyond the lighthouse, perched high upon a windswept cliff, was Chester Hall, his home for the next four years. The stone walls shone the colour of gold in the autumn sunlight and the school’s towers stood proud above the green meadows of the playing fields. On top of the tallest tower a flag fluttered in the wind, showing defiance to anyone who might brave the dangerous waters of the sea. Peter was still admiring the scene when the train plunged suddenly into a tunnel and he was forced to close the window to keep out a cloud of smoke and coal dust.

(
When the train emerged from the tunnel, the sun was still shining but the view had changed. The line ran past suburban gardens, and then over a narrow bridge that crossed a dirty-looking river. There were small mean-looking red brick houses, a gas tank and what appeared to be a brick-making factory. The train slowed down and crossed a canal where poor, dirty children were throwing stones at a stray dog. There were barges full of coal and cement, and on one of them a rough-looking woman was hanging out some washing.

Passage 14
Read the passages and answer the questions that follow.

Two versions of a historical event

Passage A

The Indian Mutiny started in 1857 and lasted only eighteen months. Indian soldiers shot their European officers, refused to obey lawful orders and restored the old Moghul Emperor Bahadur Shah II. The mutiny started as a result of a mistake. To fire a new type of rifle, soldiers first had to bite through the paper cartridge. Through a misunderstanding on the part of the suppliers, the cartridges had been smeared with a grease containing a little animal fat. This deeply offended many Indian soldiers. The cow is sacred to Hindus, while the pig is unclean and offensive to Muslims.

European officers, unaware of the content of the fat, at first denied that it was derived from animals. Later, vegetable fats were used but the change was too late to stop the mutiny. The rebels soon captured Delhi, slaughtering British women and children. These and other cruel atrocities angered the British troops, who fought back bravely. Delhi was recaptured after bitter fighting. Bahadur Shah was captured but his life was spared to show the mercy of the British. Reinforcements were sent from Britain and, with the aid of loyal forces, the rebellion was quickly put down.

As a result of this incident, the system of administration in India was improved and greater promotion opportunities were created for Indian soldiers.

Passage B


The first great Indian patriotic uprising occurred in 1857. The British imperialists had for years attempted to destroy the traditions, culture and religions of India, and to replace them with a foreign language and type of society. The underlying cause of the uprising was the opposition of an enslaved people to their colonial exploiters. This hatred reached bursting point when British officers deliberately ordered Indian troops to lick animal fats. Nothing could restrain the anger of the troops.


For many months, loyal troops defeated the British on all fronts, despite a frantic call by the British for reinforcements. The imperialist troops fought with desperate savagery, adding further to their crimes against our country. When they at last recaptured Delhi, three unarmed descendants of Bahadur Shah were shot in cold blood. Regardless of sex or age, no Indian was spared as the British arrogantly marched across the country seeking revenge for their humiliation. Eventually the loyal forces were betrayed by ambitious traitors, and the uprising was put down in 1858.


Although the gallant patriotic movement did not succeed, it forced the British to pay far more attention to the rightful claims of our people.

1. Compared with the second passage, Passage A is … …
A. more pro-Indian.

B. less emotional.

C. more personal.

D. less restrained.

2. The major way in which the second passage differs from the first is … …
A. by describing the British forces as imperialists.

B. by viewing the event from an Indian point of view.

C. in its use of a greater number of emotional adjectives and adverbs.

D. by its failure to show the real causes of the event.

3. What effect is achieved in the first passage by saying the event ‘lasted only eighteen months’ and by referring to it as an ‘incident’?

A. This seeks to show that it was the Indians who were in the wrong.

B. It makes the British position seem stronger.

C. It seeks to reduce the importance of the event.

D. It reminds us that other things were happening in India at this time.

4. Which of these expressions in Passage A shows some concern for the Indian point of view?

A. ‘deeply offended’ (line 11)

B. ‘lawful orders’ (line 4)

C. ‘bitter fighting’ (line 22)

D. ‘his life was spared’ (line 23)

5. Why do both accounts mention animal fats?

A. They were probably written by the same man.

B. These were the immediate cause of the trouble.

C. Both sides wanted to blame the makers of the rifles.

D. Both parties were looking for an excuse to start a war.

6. In the sentence ‘These and other cruel atrocities angered the British troops, who fought back bravely’ (lines 19-21), which word can be omitted without altering the meaning?

A. cruel

B. who

C. fought

D. bravely

7. In their references to Bahadur Shah, both passages … …
A. show their appreciation of the old emperor.

B. contain untrue information intended to deceive readers.

C. reveal an understanding of European history.

D. use his capture for propaganda purposes.

8. In line 25, ‘loyal forces’ are mentioned. These men are referred to as … … in the second passage.

A. imperialists

B. aliens

C. patriots

D. traitors

9. In the expression ‘they restored Bahadur Shah II’ (line 4), ‘restored’ means … …
A. put back.

B. boxed up.

C. improved.

D. got rid of.

10. Two animals are mentioned in these passages. From these references, we can conclude that … …
A. neither Hindus nor Muslims like to drink milk.

B. both Hindus and Muslims are vegetarians.

C. Hindus will not kill cattle and Muslims will not eat pork.

D. neither Hindus nor Muslims will eat beef.

11. ‘The fat was derived from animals.’ Here, ‘derived’ (line 16) means … …
A. stolen.

B. obtained.

C. borrowed.

D. kept away.

12. If a man denies a statement (line 15), he … …
A. is probably not telling the truth.

B. says that it is not the truth.

C. shows that he is anxious to find out the truth.

D. shows a lack of concern for the truth.

Two versions of a historical event
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