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LESSON 10

· How to use passive

In 1-9, we talked about sentence structures, questions and tenses. We also learned linking verbs, infinitives and -ing forms. In this lesson, we will briefly discuss the sentence structure SVO and the main functions of passive voice. 

A
HOW TO WRITE A SENTENCE

A1
SENTENCE STRUCTURE: 
S + V…  =  NOUN PHRASE  +  VERB PHRASE

A2
Different verbs fit different verb patterns. A verb may have more than one verb pattern.
A3
If you want to ask questions, you will need to change the pattern. 

A4
The most important linking verb is BE.

S VL N
Football is my favourite sport.
S VL adj.
The manager is busy.

S VL prep….
The children are at the zoo.

A5
S V to-infinitive... 
I want to ask you a question.

S V wh-to-infinitive...
I don’t know what to say.

S V N bare infinitive...
I saw him take the dictionary.

S V –ing...
I enjoy dancing.

Table 5.1 Verbs that are followed by to-infinitive, bare infinitive and –ing 

	(a)

V + to-infinitive
	(b)

V + basic form
	(c)

V + -ing 

	afford

agree

appear

arrange

ask

attempt

bear

beg

begin

care

choose

consent
	dare

decide

determine
expect

fail

forget

happen

hate

help

hesitate

hope
	intend 

learn

like

love

manage

mean

neglect
offer

prefer

prepare

pretend
	promise 
propose
refuse

regret

remember

seem

start

swear

trouble

try

want

wish
	will, would
shall, should

can, could
may, might
must

do, does, did
had better

would rather

can do nothing but

cannot but

cannot help but

cannot choose but

can but
	acknowledge

admit
anticipate

appreciate

avoid

celebrate

consider

contemplate

defer

delay

deny

detest

dislike 
doubt
	endure
enjoy

escape

excuse

face

fancy

finish

forgive

imagine
include

involve 
mention

mind

miss
	pardon

postpone
practise
recall

recollect
report

resent

resist

risk

save

suggest
tolerate

understand

	V + N + to-infinitive
	V + N + basic form
	be any/some/no use/good V-ing…
burst out crying/laughing
can’t help V-ing…
can’t stand V-ing…
feel like V-ing…
go swimming/shopping
keep (on) doing some thing
prevent somebody (from) V-ing…
spend time/money doing something
waste time/money doing something

	advise

allow

ask

bear

beg

cause

command

compel

encourage

expect
	forbid

force

get
hate

help
instruct

intend

invite

leave
like
	mean

need

oblige

order

permit

persuade
prefer

press

recommend
	request

remind

teach

tell

tempt

trouble

want

warn

wish
	make
let
see
watch, notice, observe 
hear
feel
smell

	


Table 5.2 Forms of to-infinitives and –ing forms

	1.  to break

2.  to be broken

3.  to be breaking

4.  to have broken

5.  to have been broken
	1.  taking

2.  being taken

3.  having taken

4.  having been taken




A6
SVTO

The verb needs a noun to follow it, and is called transitive verb.

The object becomes subject in the passive.
Everyone enjoyed the show. 

( The show was enjoyed by everyone.
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PASSIVE = BE + PAST PARTICIPLE





ACTIVE



Simple present


take(s)


is/am/are taken
Simple past


took


was/were taken
Simple future


will/shall take

will/shall* be taken
Present perfect


has/have taken

has/have been taken
Past perfect


had taken

had been taken
Future perfect


will/shall have taken
will/shall* have been taken
Present progressive

is/am/are taking

is/am/are being taken
Past progressive


was/were taking

was/were being taken
Future progressive

will be taking


---

Present perfect progressive
has/have been taking

---

Past perfect progressive

had been taking


---

Future perfect progressive

will have been taking

---

* Modal passive follows the same pattern as will/shall: can/could be taken, may/might be taken, must be taken, etc.
[See Table 1]
The PASSIVE is used more frequently in written English, where it gives an impersonal effect; this is especially so in scientific writing and objective reporting.

They have decided to increase taxation this year.

( 
It has been decided to increase taxation this year.
Someone has stolen the jewels from the bedroom.

(
The jewels have been stolen from the bedroom.
Negligence causes many serious accidents.

(
Many serious accidents are caused by negligence.
EXERCISE 1 — Change the following into passive sentences.
1.  You cannot expect children to understand these problems

2.  They announced the arrival of the next plane over the loudspeakers.

3.  You must understand clearly that this is the last time I shall allow it. (It must be …)

4.  He disappeared and no one has seen him again.

5.  Did you grow these vegetables in your own garden?

SVTOO


Some verbs often have two objects in an active sentence, so there are two possible passive forms.

He gave me the letter.
(
The letter was given to me.
(
I was given the letter.
The second of these two forms is much more common in English.
They showed me the palace where the king lived.

(
I was shown the palace where the king lived.

EXERCISE 2 — Change the following into passive sentences.
1.  They promised Mary a new doll for her birthday.

2.  Someone will give you new instructions before you leave.

3.  Did anyone send you the photographs which they promised you?

4.  No one has ever taught the pupils to do that exercise.

5.  They showed her carefully how to do it.
In general, only verbs with transitive functions are used in the passive voice.

Mr. Dai is teaching this class. 
(
This class is being taught by Mr. Dai.
He died. (No passive)

However, some transitive verbs cannot be used in the passive.

They have a nice house.

( A nice house is had … 
My shoes don’t fit me.

( I’m not fitted by my shoes.

She resembles her mother.

( Her mother is resembled by her.

Some prepositional verbs (and phrasal verbs) can be used in passive structures.

People talked about the wedding feast for many years.
(
The wedding feast was talked about for many years. 

I don’t like people looking at me.
(
I don’t like being looked at.

They have turned down all our suggestions.
(
All our suggestions have been turned down.

However, we can’t say 

( I was agreed with by everybody. 

( The room was walked into. 

There are no clear rules about this; you have to learn, one by one, which expressions can be used in the passive.
The President was called upon to make a speech.

Some improvement in the weather can be hoped for later next week.

I’m not going to stand here and be shouted at by a crowd of ignorant fools!

That chair’s not to be sat on.
The children have been very well looked after.
EXERCISE 3 — Change the following into passive sentences.
1.  Look how well they have brought those children up.

2.  You should look all these words up in a dictionary.

3.  Now that someone has pointed out my mistakes to me, I hope to do better.

4.  Be careful what you say, as they will take down all your words.
5.  He wishes to see that they have carried out his instructions.

6.  They shared the money out long ago.
xe "passive"

xe "transitive verb"

xe "v.t."
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Why is there a misunderstanding?

There is a misunderstanding because promote is a transitive verb. This means that it must have an object, e.g. I think we should promote Mr Darling. He’s been doing an excellent job.
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Raymond should have used a passive construction.

E.g. 
I was promoted.

I’ve been promoted. 

Or he could have said:
 

I was given a promotion.
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Calvin

Joe 
Dai


Who’s right?

No preposition is needed when discuss is used as a verb, 

E.g.
We were discussing the new project.

But when the word discussion is used, then about is the correct preposition: 

We had a very stimulating discussion about the new project.


Fill in the following blanks with appropriate prepositions.

She constantly demanded more money.

Her demand _____ money was quite unreasonable.

The minister emphasized the importance of scientific research.

There must be greater emphasis _____ scientific research.

He mentioned various new initiatives.

He made mention _____ various new initiatives.

Mrs. Wong described her journey to the Himalayas.

Mrs. Wong gave us a vivid description _____ her journey to the Himalayas.

These children lack all the essential vitamins in their diet.

There’s a deplorable lack _____ vitamins in the diet of these children.
xe "passive"

xe "transitive verb"

xe "v.t."
Choose the best answer from the choices given.

VOICES

1. He ___ in the examination because he was lazy.

A.  failed

B.  was failed

C.  had been failed

D.  was be failed

2. ___ that he was once a famous athlete.

A.  He was said

B.  It says

C.  It is said

D.  He is said

3. The injured passengers ___ to hospital immediately.

A.  was being rushed

B.  were rushed

C.  rushed

D.  rushing

4. The fire ___ at about three and ___ twenty minutes later.

A.  was started / put out

B.  was started / was put out

C.  started / was put out

D.  started / put out

5. Which of the following sentences is correct?

A.  By whom was taken by the police?

B.  Who was the police take?

C.  Who were the police take?

D.  Who was taken by the police?

6. The door ___ and in came Tom with a group of children.

A.  was opening

B.  was opened

C.  opened

D.  was being opened

7. Books in the reference section ___ to be taken out.

A.  do not allow

B.  does not allow

C.  are not allowed

D.  is not allow

8. ___ that war will not break out between the two countries.

A.  It hopes

B.  It is hoped

C.  It is hoping

D.  We are hoped

9. She ___ as soon as she heard of the sudden death of her husband.

A.  faints

B.  is fainted

C.  was fainted

D.  fainted

10. He ___ the statue by hand.

A.  was made

B.  making

C.  made

D.  has been made

11. There will be four of us going, ___

A.  included John.

B.  John included.

C.  John including.

D.  John was included.

12. We must prevent 

A.  the same mistake from being repeated.

B.  the same mistake from repeating.

C.  Joan from being made the same mistake.

D.  Joan from made the same mistake.

13. ___ that Mr. Chan has jumped bail.

A.  It has rumour

B.  There has rumoured

C.  It has been rumoured

D.  There has been rumoured

14. He ___ yesterday at the age of 74.

A.  killed

B.  was dead

C.  was died

D.  died

15. The little girl ___ like a slave.

A.  made to work

B.  was made to work

C.  was made work

D.  was made worked

16. They ___ by the hour.

A.  are paid the workers

B.  are being paid the workers

C.  have been paid the workers

D.  paid the workers

17. A new swimming-pool ___ in the district.

A.  will build

B.  is going to build

C.  is going to be built

D.  has built

18. The thief is believed ___ to the other premises by using the same method.

A.  have gained entry

B.  have entered

C.  to have gained entry

D.  to have been gained entry

19. The car Mr. Lam was driving ___ a lorry parked at the side of the road.

A.  is crashed into

B.  was run into

C.  rammed

D.  clashed

20. Mr. Lam ___ in the accident yesterday.

A.  did not hurt seriously

B.  was not hurt himself seriously

C.  was not badly hurt

D.  was not suffered serious injuries

21. ___, he felt quite relieved.

A.  Having been told her the truth

B.  Having told her the truth

C.  He had been told her the truth

D.  He was told her the truth

22. To our great disappointment, the match ___ yesterday.

A.  put off

B.  postponed

C.  was cancelled

D.  were called off

23. The notice ___, ‘No dogs allowed in this park.’

A.  reads

B.  is read

C.  is said

D.  speaks

24. Silence must ___ as consent.

A.  not always read

B.  not always reads

C.  not always is read

D.  not always be read

25. I ___ tomorrow, I’m afraid.

A.  shall not be freed

B.  will not be free

C.  shall not free

D.  am not freed

26. Behave yourself, Tom. Your father ___

A.  are watch.

B.  is watched.

C.  is watching.

D.  watched.

27. Don’t use this glass. It ___

A.  cracks.

B.  is cracked.

C.  is cracking.

D.  cracked.

28. Our car ___ when we were half way up the Peak.

A.  breaking down

B.  broke down

C.  was broken down

D.  had been broken down

29. The new novel ___ well.

A.  is sold

B.  is being sold

C.  sells

D.  is sell
IN/TRANSITIVE VERBS

EXERCISE 1

1. He found it difficult to handle the situation because he ___ experience.

A.  lacked

B.  lacking

C.  lacked of

D.  lacking in

2. The price of gold ___ again.

A.  has raised

B.  has rose

C.  has risen

D.  higher

3. The wounded suspect ___ unconscious on the ground.

A.  lies

B.  laid

C.  laying

D.  lain

4. He wishes to ___ the job.

A.  apply to

B.  apply in

C.  apply for

D.  apply

5. They ___ the importance of keeping Hong Kong clean.

A.  discuss

B.  discuss about

C.  discuss of

D.  discussing

6. X: Who broke the 
window?

Y: ___

A.  Your brother breaks.

B.  Your brother broke.

C.  Your brother did.

D.  Your brother had.

7. X: Do you like boiled 
eggs?

Y: ___

A.  No, I like.

B.  Yes, I like.

C.  No, I hate.

D.  Yes, I do.

8. The new book ___ an article which interests me very much.

A.  consists

B.  is composed of

C.  composed of

D.  contains

9. Prices are ___ as a result of inflation which has swept through the world.

A.  scoring

B.  soaring

C.  raising

D.  upgrading

10. In the six-car-pile-up in the cross-harbour tunnel yesterday, the driver of a private car ___ severe injuries.

A.  sustained from

B.  suffered from

C.  sustained

D.  was suffered from

11. He found it difficult to handle the situation because he ___ experience.

A.  lacked

B.  lacks 

C.  lacked of

D.  devoid of

12. The workers ___ higher wages.

A.  demanded for

B.  wished

C.  requested for

D.  made a request for

13. Impressed by his efficiency, the manager decided to ___ his salary.

A.  raise

B.  rise

C.  uplift

D.  higher

14. The police are ___ the case.

A.  investigating into

B.  looking into

C.  inquiring

D.  examining into

15. You must ___ from smoking too much, John. You’re going to ruin your health.

A.  restrain

B.  retain

C.  refrain

D.  restrict

16. The police are ___ the man believed to have been involved in the hold-up.

A.  search

B.  searching for

C.  finding

D.  trying to look for

17. A stranger ___ of me the way to the Airport.

A.  asked

B.  told

C.  enquired

D.  questioned

18. At breakfast, he ___ the headlines of the newspaper.

A.  looked

B.  glanced at

C.  see

D.  watched over

19. He ___ our proposal.

A.  opposed to

B.  objected

C.  has a strong objection to

D.  envied us for

20. The doctor has ___

A.  cured her the disease.

B.  cured her of her tuberculosis.

C.  healed her asthma.

D.  treated her cancer.

21. She complained ___ she had at the canteen.

A.  the food

B.  with us about

C.  about the food

D.  made a complaint with us of the food

22. A teenager ___

A.  robbed her watch.

B.  robbed him his watch.

C.  robbed my son’s watch from him

D.  robbed my mother of her watch.

23. The teacher ___ some students to help him with the preparation work.

A.  picked up
B.  chose out

C.  selected

D.  sought for

24. He promised to ___ my suggestion.

A.  consider

B.  consider about

C.  think

D.  discuss about

25. The chairman concluded his welcoming speech by wishing them ___ in their work.

A.  succeed

B.  success

C.  succession

D.  to be successive

26. I don’t ___ you, Mary. Please ___ louder.

A.  listen / talk

B.  listen to / tell

C.  hear / say

D.  hear /speak
27. They took a map with them for fear that they should ___ their way.

A.  lose

B.  loosen

C.  loose

D.  lost

28. We ___ old people who have no one to take care of.

A.  sympathize

B.  have unhappiness for

C.  feel sympathy for

D.  sorry

29. He ___ in the corner reading a magazine.

A.  seated

B.  awaited

C.  sat

D.  settled

30. The teacher ___ to us the importance of punctuality.

A.  told

B.  advised

C.  emphasized on

D.  explained

31. Much to our disappointment, our team ___ the match yesterday.

A.  won

B.  lost

C.  was defeated

D.  was beaten

32. X: Is Mr. Wong ill?

Y: ___

A.  Not that I hear.

B.  Not that I listen.

C.  Not that I understand.

D.  Not that I know of.

33. She is in need ___

A.  we advise.

B.  our advice.

C.  of your advice.

D.  that you advise to her.

34. She ___ what she has said.

A.  apologized

B.  felt sorry

C.  regrets

D.  resents of

35. He ___ his key without ___ it long.

A.  looked for / seeking

B.  searched / finding

C.  found / searching for

D.  found / looking

EXERCISE 2

Choose the correct answer.
1.  He (lacks, lacks of) experience.

2.  Do you think she will (marry, marry with) that old man?

3.  She (demanded, demanded for) an immediate answer of him.

4.  I don’t think the shopkeeper will (lower, lower down) the price even if you bargain with him.

5.  The price of gold (has raised, has risen) again.

6.  I (doubt, doubt about) the truth of what he has told us.

7.  She (suspected, suspected about) the truth of his account.

8.  She (accompanied, accompanied with) her mother to the dentist.

9.  He (resembles, resembles to) his father.

10.  John (regretted, regretted for) what he had done.

11.  I heard someone (knock, knock at) the door.

12.  He is (listening, listening to) the music.

13.  She does not (wish, wish for) any reward.

14.  He wishes to (apply, apply for) the job.

15.  They are (searching, searching for) the missing child.

16.  Almost every day we (hear, hear of) robberies being committed in the territory.

17.  She noticed a stranger (enter, enter into) the building.

18.  Three times three (equals, equals to) nine.

19.  His success (exceeds, exceeds beyond) all expectations.

20.  The wounded suspect (lay, laid) unconscious on the ground.

EXERCISE 3
Rewrite the following sentences.
1.  Are you afraid of ghosts? (“fear”)

2.  She shows a lack of confidence. (“lack”)

3.  Mr. Dai is the owner of this car. (“belongs”)

4.  It doesn’t matter to me if she comes with us. (“mind”)

5.  His speech at the debate made a deep impression on us. (“impress”)

EXERCISE 4
Fill in the blanks.

1.  I had checked the door before I __________ (leave).

2.  Up till now, he never __________ (lend) me anything.

3.  Here __________ (come) our idol.

4.  Don’t disturb him. He __________ (revise) his books now.

5.  I __________ (read) in yesterday’s paper that a boy __________ (steal) a watch and __________ (sell) it. The police __________ (look) for him everywhere but __________ (not find) him.

HOW TO READ (2)

Getting meaning from context
Getting meaning from context is an important skill because a word can have different meanings depending on the context (the words and sentences before and after it).

Tom ran the marathon in three hours.

Mr Lee ran a restaurant for twenty years.

He ran his fingers through his hair.
The meeting ran late.

Last year, TVB ran a series on the world’s tallest buildings.
Understanding reference words 
Reference words may refer back to people, places, things or issues stated previously in the text. Sometimes they refer to information that appears later in the text. They include:

· pronouns, e.g. they, her, it, one, this, those, most.
· synonyms, e.g. illegal could be referred to as unlawful.

· general words, e.g. murder could be referred to as the crime.
· summarising words, e.g. the problem, the issue.



Hey, it should be discuss on.



































Hey, it should be discuss on.
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Why don’t we get on with it and discuss the new project?
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Let’s discuss about the new project.
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Oh, I promoted.





Whom did you promote?





You’re looking very pleased, Raymond. Why’s that?








