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9 How to express future


LESSON 9

· How to express the future
· Listening 3: Maps

B7
We use a number of different verb forms to refer to the FUTURE.


(most important)


(least important)

1 will + Verb

2 be + going to + Verb

3 Present Simple

4 Present Progressive
5 will + be + Verb-ing
6 Others

WILL or BE GOING TO
Will is used for prediction.
I think it’ll rain.
Be + going to is also used for prediction, especially when we have present evidence.

It’s going to rain. (‘I can see the clouds.’)

Steve’s running well. He’s going to* break a few records this afternoon.

* Very often you can use either will or be going to for the same predictions. But be going to cannot usually be used in the main clause of conditional sentences. 


 will
If you take this path, you are going to get home quicker.

All being well, we shall arrive tomorrow.

Stop doing that or I shall get angry.

Ask John and he’ll give you the answer.

EXERCISE — Rewrite the sentences.

Example: 
John is going to buy a new car. (only if he has enough money)
John will buy a new car only if he has enough money.

1.  Are you going to sell your house? (if you can get a good price for it)

2.  The children are going to start Latin next year. (if they pass their exams)

3.  He is going to finish his book this year. (given good luck)

4.  The dog is going to bite the postman. (unless we stop him immediately)
Will is used for expressing a decision, which is made at the moment of speaking:

“Which purse do you want?”
“I’ll take the brown one, please.”
Be going to is also used for talking about what we intend to do, but the decision has been made before the moment of speaking.

(In the afternoon, Mrs. Lee made a decision.)

Mrs. Lee: What shall I cook for supper tonight? I know! I’ll cook a curry. 

(Later in the evening, Mr. Lee phoned home.)

Mr. Lee: Hello! What are we going to have for supper?

Mrs. Lee: We’re going to have a curry.
PRESENT SIMPLE

We also use simple present tense for future time:
It’s the 24th of September next Friday, isn’t it?

If it rains, the match will be cancelled.
I’ll call you as soon as I’m ready.

They cannot leave until they do (or: have done) their work.
Sometimes, either FUTURE or PRESENT may be used.

I hope that the parcel comes in time.  [also will come]

Suppose he loses his way.  [also will lose]
PRESENT PROGRESSIVE or BE GOING TO
Present Progressive is used for arrangement.

I’m taking Mary out for dinner this evening.
I’m going to take Mary out for dinner this evening. (Intention)

( It is raining tomorrow.
( It is going to rain tomorrow.(Prediction)

WILL BE + VERB-ING

Future Progressive is used for a continuous action at a certain time in the future.

This time next week they will be sailing across the North Sea. 
I’ll drive into London next week. (I’ve made up my mind. That’s what I’ve decided.)

I’ll be driving into London next week. (This will happen as a matter of course.)
EXERCISE
1. Which is the most natural question? ‘_____ anything tonight?’
A. Are you doing

B. Will you do

C. Do you do

D. Would you like to do

2. And the most natural answer? ‘Sorry, _____ my hair.’
A. I’m washing

B. I will wash

C. I wash

D. I washed

3. What is the most natural way to complete this arrangement? ‘Do you want to come and see a film? We _____ outside school at 7.”
A. meet

B. will meet

C. ’re meeting

D. met

4. Which is the most natural question? ‘I might meet you at the cinema; what time _____?’
A. is the film starting

B. will the film start

C. does the film start

D. did the film start

5. Which is the most natural future form? ‘If you’re not there, I _____ you a bell on your mobile.’
A. ’m going to give

B. give

C. gave

D. ’ll give

6. Which is the most natural question? ‘What _____ we have for dinner?’
A. will

B. do

C. shall

D. are

AACCDC

xe "future"

xe "present progressive"

xe "future progressive"
(most certain: ‘future as fact’)

(most neutral: ‘future as predicted to happen’)

(least certain: ‘future as outcome of present intention, cause, arrangement, etc.) 
Less certain than (3): 
I intend/hope/expect to arrive tomorrow.
1 Present Simple
2 will + Verb


will + be + Verb-ing

Present Simple (subordinate)

3 be + going to + Verb


Present Progressive
A
You and your partner both have maps of the same town centre.

Ask and answer questions to find the missing information on your town map. You are both outside the station.

Student A: You want to find the park, Fanling Centre, the government office and the swimming pool.

B
You and your partner both have maps of the same town centre.

Ask and answer questions to find the missing information on your town map. You are both outside the station.

Student B: You want to find the tennis court, Sheung Shui police station, the recreation ground and Fung Ying Seen Koon.


Use these phrases:

	Excuse me, is there a … near here?

Excuse me, where’s…, please?



	in




on the left/right


on the corner of (… Street) and (… Road)
at the end of (… Road)
between

next to

opposite



	Thanks very much.

Thank you.

Thanks a lot.



	You’re welcome.

That’s okay.

Not at all.



















































































































