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8 How to express continuous actions


LESSON 8

· How to express continuous actions
· Writing articles

xe "tense"

 XE "present"

xe "past"

xe "simple past"

xe "continuous"
Tense is not the same as time!

The relation between time and tense is shown below:

Past


Present



Future

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Past perfect
	
Present perfect
	

Future perfect
	



* Not all verbs have the CONTINUOUS aspect.

B1
Table 1.2 Forms of main verb

	1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12
	V(s)

V-ed

will* V

has/have V-ed

had V-ed

will* have V-ed 

is/am/are V-ing

was/were V-ing

will* be V-ing 

has/have been V-ing

had been V-ing

will* have been V-ing 
	ACTIVE


PASSIVE

take(s)


is/am/are taken
took


was/were taken
will* take 


will* be taken 
has/have taken

has/have been taken
had taken


had been taken
will* have taken 

will* have been taken
is/am/are taking

is/am/are being taken
was/were taking

was/were being taken
will* be taking 


---
has/have been taking


---
had been taking


---
will* have been taking 

---


	* In general, modals follow the same pattern as will/shall.


B2
In simple present, the verb after third-person singular subjects ends in -s/-es/-ies.

We use simple present, for universal truths, present habits, orders, requests, etc. 

We also use simple present, tense for future time:
It’s the 24th of September next Friday, isn’t it?

If it rains, the match will be cancelled.
B3
The UNREAL past tense can refer to present or future time.

I wish he were here now.

If I were you, I would work harder.
The UNREAL past perfect tense refers to past time.

I wish he had been here yesterday.

If I had studied harder, I wouldn’t have failed the exam. 
CONDITIONALS:

TYPE 0
for permanent truth:

If a baby is hungry, it cries.
TYPE 1
 for something possible:

If it rains, I shall/will/can/may not go.
TYPE 2
 for something unreal (present/future):

If I were you, I should/would not do that.
TYPE 3
 for something unreal (past):

If it had rained, I would have stayed at home. (But it did not rain yesterday.)
B4
There are many ways of expressing the past.: simple past, present perfect, past perfect , etc.

	PRESENT PERFECT 
so far, up to now, till now, hitherto, 
since Thursday, since I met you

lately, latterly

for the present, for now, 
for the time being
	PAST 
a week ago, 
earlier this year,
last Monday,
the other day, 
yesterday morning, yesterday


B5
Present perfect or present perfect progressive?

xe "present perfect"

xe "present perfect continuous"

xe "present perfect progressive"
	
	      PRESENT

	Present perfect
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Present perfect progressive
	
	

	
	
	
	


TIME

We use present perfect when we talk about something that began in the past and has continued up to the present. 
May I take a rest now? I have read twenty pages of that awful book.

We use present perfect progressive if the action continues into the future.
She won’t stop reading although she has been sitting there with her book for the last three hours or so.

You’ve been reading that book for ages.

( You’ve read that book for ages.
The word all emphasizes the meaning of continuous action:

I have been waiting for you all morning.
I have been telephoning you all morning.

I have telephoned you at least four times this morning. (If the number of times an action is repeated is mentioned, the continuous tense is not used)
We use present perfect for more recent past actions.

I have just finished my homework.

Who’s eaten my sandwich?

We use present perfect progressive if the results of the activity can still be seen.
Who’s been eating my sandwich? (Some is left)

It’s been raining. (The streets are wet.)
EXERCISE — Put the verbs in brackets into the correct tense, Present Perfect or Present Perfect Progressive.
1.  They just (arrive) from New York.
2.  They (live) here since January.
3.  We (wait) on the platform since three o’clock.
4.  She (write) letters all morning, but I (not start) to write any yet.
5.  Since when you (have) that new car?

Past perfect or past perfect progressive?xe "past perfect"

xe "past perfect continuous"
	
	PAST
	
	PRESENT

	
	Past perfect
	
	Present perfect
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Past perfect progressive
	
	Present perfect progressive
	

	TIME 
	
	
	
	
	
	



Past perfect progressive is used to express actions that had been going on continuously to a point of past time.

When Flora arrived, Mr. Dai had been lecturing for twenty minutes. 

Compare (a) and (b) and see if you can feel the difference between the past perfect and past perfect progressive.

(a)  She did not want to stop although she had been reading for two hours.
(b)  She did not want to read that novel because she had read it before.
B6
Some verbs do NOT have the PROGRESSIVE aspect. *xe "progressive"
want
I am wanting to tell you a secret.
saw
I was seeing a dog yesterday. 
* But all verbs have -ing forms.
Table 8 Verbs that do not usually have the Progressive aspect 
	Verb
	Example

	feel, see, hear, smell, taste, (notice, recognize, sound, seem, appear)
	I could feel / felt something hard under my foot.
? ( I was feeling…
I could smell / smelt onions cooking.

? ( I was smelling …


	believe, forget, guess, think, imagine, know, suppose, understand, (consider (認為), mean, agree, suggest, realize, note, remember, recall, recollect, trust, suspect, doubt, wonder, expect)
Feel (= think認為), see and hear 
	I believe in fair play.

( I am believing in fair play.

I guess you are right.

? ( I am guessing you’re right.
We feel that you have so much to offer. 

I see your point.

I hear Kate Jones is engaged to someone called Jack.


	hate, hope, intend, like, love, prefer, regret, want, wish, (refuse, dislike, fear, desire, care (for), don’t mind, forgive, can’t stand, can’t bear (to))

	She loves working on a farm.
? ( i'm lovin’ it

	be, belong to, contain, consist of, cost, depend on, deserve, have, matter, own, resemble, (possess, need, owe, concern)
	The carpet belongs to me.

( The carpet is belonging to me.

Your age doesn’t matter.

( Your age isn’t mattering.



EXERCISE 1 — Tick the correct sentences.

1. I see a picture.

2. I am seeing a picture.
3. I am seeing my lawyer this afternoon. (consulting)
4. I heard some noise.

5. I was hearing some noise.

6. I have been hearing a lot about him lately. (receiving news)

7. I felt my heart beating wildly.

8. I was feeling my heart beating.
9. He was feeling his leg for broken bones.

10. I am not feeling well today.
11. I think you are wrong.

12. I am thinking you are wrong.

13. Mr. Dai is thinking about selling his car.

14. I expect that we’ll be back on Monday.

15. I am expecting that we’ll back on Monday.

16. We are expecting Arnold today. (waiting for)
	Hear, Listen or Sound?

I can’t hear what he’s saying.
You’re not listening to what he’s saying.
That sounds like Martha’s voice.
I can see a bus in the distance.
I’m looking at a bus in the distance.
You look tired.


EXERCISE 2 — Put the verbs in brackets into the correct tense, Simple Present or Present Progressive.
1.  You (listen) to what I am saying? You 
(understand) me?
2.  I (notice) Mary (wear) a new hat today.
3.  She (not understand) what you (mean).
4.  I (need) a new suit. They (offer) special prices at the tailor’s this week.

5.  You (smell) gas? I (think) the new stove is leaking.
6.  He (be) tall.
Choose the best answer from the choices given.
TENSES 
1. This time tomorrow I ___ to Switzerland.
A.  fly

B.  will fly

C.  will be flying

D.  am flying

2.  Success ___ of the blue.

A.  comes not out

B.  not comes out

C.  does come out

D.  does not come out

3.  Young children ___ to their mother and ___ on her very much.

A.  are attached … rely

B.  attach … rely

C.  are attached … are relied

D.  are attaching … rely

4.  Agnes ___ if you laugh at her poor taste.

A.  will embarrass

B.  embarrasses

C.  will be embarrassed

D.  is embarrassed

5.  Mr. Dai ___ here for ten years next July.

A.  will be teaching

B.  will have taught

C.  will be taught

D.  will have been teaching

6.  Everybody ___ with her but nobody ___ to say what he ___ .

A.  agrees … prepares … thinks

B.  is agreeing… is preparing … is thinking

C.  agrees … is prepared … is thinking

D.  is agreed … is prepared … is thinking

7.  I hate meeting Mary so when she entered the room I ___.

A.  was leaving

B.  left

C.  leave

D.  was left
8.  This is the first time Mary ___ to a concert.

A.  will go

B.  goes

C.  has been

D.  is going

9.  It is high time the government ___ some action to solve the pollution problem.

A.  takes

B.  is taking

C.  has taken

D.  took

10.  It ___ dangerous to board a train as it ___ the platform.

A.  is … leaves

B.  is … is leaving

C.  will be … leaves

D.  has been … is leaving

11.  I ___ something burning. Let’s ___ out what is wrong.

A.  smell … find

B.  am smelling … to find

C.  have smelt … find

D.  will smell … to find

12.  It ___ for days and it does not look like it ___ for some time yet.

A.  has rained … has stopped

B.  has been raining … will stop

C.  rained … will be stopping

D.  has rained … has stopped

13.  Mary quickly ran to the bus stop because she ___ she was late.

A.  thought

B.  was thinking

C.  had thought

D.  would think

14.  Lately, there ___ an increase in bus fare.

A.  has been

B.  was

C.  had

D.  would be

15.  I still remember my days at the kindergarten as if it ___ yesterday.

A.  was

B.  were

C.  would be

D.  had been

16.  I wish I ___ a lawyer.

A.  am

B.  was

C.  were

D.  had been
17.  The fire ___ out in a moment. You don’t have to pour water over it.

A.  is gone

B.  will go

C.  has gone

D.  would have gone

18.  By June 2006, Henry ___ from the university.

A.  will graduate

B.  is graduating

C.  has graduated

D.  will have graduated

19.  The lights in the sitting room ___ on all nights.

A.  left

B.  have left

C.  have been left

D.  had left

20.  I ___ a book now. By the end of this week I ___ it.

A.  read … shall finish

B.  am reading … have finished

C.  am reading … shall have finished

D.  have read … have finished

21.  While I ___ to school the other day, I ___ into John.

A.  had gone … ran

B.  was going … was running

C.  was going … ran

D.  went … was running

22.  Kitty ___ in the library. I think she ___ home already.

A.  has not been … went

B.  was not … is going

C.  was not … has gone

D.  had not been … had gone

23.  We ___ supper when Aunt Jane suddenly turned up.

A.  were having

B.  had

C.  had had

D.  have been having

24.  John told Mary that he ___ what he was doing over there.

A.  just asked

B.  had just asked

C.  was just asked

D.  had just been asked
25.  Last year only five people ___ by snakes but none of them ___.

A.  were bitten … died

B.  were bitten … was died

C.  have been bitten … was died

D.  had bitten … died

26.  A few days ago, I ___ my legs when I ___ down some stairs at school.

A.  had hurted … was falling

B.  was hurting … fell

C.  hurted … was falling

D.  hurt … fell

27.  You ___ me the truth but you did not.

A.  should have told

B.  should tell

C.  told

D.  had told

28.  John ___ on the project for three hours and he said he ___ it.
A.  worked … finished almost

B.  had worked … had almost finishing

C.  worked … had almost finished

D.  had been working … had almost finished

29.  When Susan arrived, I ___ writing the letter and it was ready for posting.
A.  was finishing

B.  had finished

C.  finished

D.  would finish

30.  I ___ in Shatin. At that time, I always ___ up early because I ___ to travel a long way to school.

A.  was used to live … was getting … had had

B.  used to live … got … had

C.  have used to live … got … have

D.  used to living … got … had
31.  Here ___ !

A.  comes he

B.  is coming he

C.  he comes

D.  he is coming
32.  His uncle ___ a factory in the New Territories.

A.  own

B.  owns

C.  is owning

D.  was owning

33.  This is the first time the pop group ___ to Hong Kong.

A.  came

B.  come

C.  comes

D.  has come

34.  I wish I ___ the answer before the test yesterday.

A.  know

B.  knew

C.  has known

D.  had known

35.  I would rather you ___ it yesterday.

A.  do

B.  have done

C.  had done

D.  did

36.  They ___ at the airport by now.

A.  should arrive

B.  arrive

C.  should have arrived

D.  are arriving

37.  If only he ___ here now.

A.  had been 

B.  be

C.  was

D.  were

38.  They have known each other since they ___ children.

A.  are

B.  have been

C.  were

D.  had been

39.  Where have you been? I ___ for you all morning.

A.  am looking

B.  look

C.  looked

D.  have been looking

40.  A few years ago, I lived in Shatin. I always ___ up early.

A.  get

B.  would get

C.  got 

D.  am getting

41.  At the age of twelve Janet ___ two medals.

A.  has already won

B.  already win

C.  had already won

D.  had already win
42.  Unless the weather ___ fine tomorrow, we won’t go camping.

A.  shall be

B.  will

C.  will be

D.  is

43.  Your application ___ now.

A.  is considering

B.  considers

C.  is considered

D.  is being considered

44.  Some day you ___ down the offer.

A.  will regret turning

B.  regret turning

C.  will regret to turn

D.  regret to turn

45.  Providing you ___ no objection, I ___ your name as reference.

A.  had had / would give

B.  will have / should give

C.  have /shall give

D.  would have / should give

46.  “I’m sorry I can’t give you any explanation. You’d better ___ the manager.”

A.  inquire of

B.  inquire

C.  inquire with

D.  to inquire

47.  “Why didn’t you ___ when you were robbed of your money?”

A.  rise a hue and cry

B.  raise a hue and cry

C.  rise a hue and a cry

D.  raise a hue and a cry

48.  “Go and quickly dial 999. Here comes the man who ___ the money from me yesterday.”

A.  stole

B.  robbed

C.  threatened

D.  thief

49.  “How many languages ___ apart from Chinese?”

A.  are you speaking

B.  will you be speaking

C.  do you speak

D.  you speak

50.  Suppose that it ___ possible to live on the moon, would you like to move over there?

A.  was

B.  were

C.  is

D.  shall be

51.  “On Wednesday evening John and I ___ to buy a new television set; but John was suddenly ill, so we didn’t go.”

A.  went

B.  would go

C.  had gone

D.  were going

52.  John ___ his father in many ways.

A.  resembles with

B.  resembles

C.  resembles like

D.  resembles to

53.  He wondered whether his son was ___ in his studies.

A.  progressive

B.  progressed

C.  progressing

D.  being progressed

54.  “He must have known we ___ here.”

A.  are coming

B.  have come

C.  were

D.  are

55.  Last Saturday I went to buy a new dress, but the shops ___ closed, I decided to go to the cinema instead.

A.  are

B.  were

C.  were being

D.  being

56.  “Would you mind telling me why ___?”

A.  you were absent yesterday

B.  were you absent yesterday

C.  you had been absent yesterday

D.  you have been absent yesterday

57.  The driver lost control and ___ the embankment.

A.  crashed

B.  collided

C.  bumped

D.  hit

58.  ___ that there will be a cabinet reshuffle.

A.  Rumour is it

B.  It has rumour

C.  There is rumoured

D.  Rumour has it

59.  A storm ___ to come.

A.  bounds

B.  bounded

C.  is bounded

D.  was bound

Answers

Tenses

1-10
CDACD CBCDB

11-20
ABAAB CBDCC

21-30
CCADA DADBB

31-40
CBDDC CDCDC

41-50
CDDAC ABACB

51-59 DBCCD ADDD

TENSES (JUNIOR)

1. What ___ for a living while you were in Macau?

A.  do you do

B.  did you do

C.  have you done

D.  are you doing

2. I ___ my parent’s youngest son.

A.  have been

B.  shall be

C.  am 

D.  am being

3. He ___ to a friend when I met him yesterday.

A.  talked

B.  was talking

C.  have talked

D.  would talk

4. I cannot remember ___ my umbrella.

A.  where did I leave

B.  where I did leave

C.  where I left

D.  I left where

5. He ___ it yet, but he will finish it soon.

A.  does not finish

B.  is not finished

C.  has not finished

D.  would not finish

6. They ___ for you when the train arrives.

A.  will wait

B.  will be waited

C.  will be waiting

D.  will have waited

7. It ___ a long time since I saw him last.

A.  was

B.  has been

C.  had been

D.  being

8. The naughty boy did it again just after he ___ not to.

A.  had warned

B.  was being warned

C.  has been warned

D.  had been warned

9. The book ___ of twelve chapters.

A.  consists

B.  is consist

C.  is consisting

D.  is consisted

10. By this time tomorrow I ___ reading this book.

A.  will finish

B.  shall have finished

C.  shall be finished

D.  shall be finishing

11. She ___ to persuade her husband to give up smoking but so far she has not succeeded.

A.  is trying

B.  has been trying

C.  tries

D.  has tried

12. Your application letter ___ in your own handwriting.

A.  must write

B.  ought to write

C.  should be written

D.  has to write

13. Our classroom ___ every day.

A.  is cleaned

B.  cleans

C.  will clean

D.  has cleaned

14. I may ___ for dinner. Please don’t wait for me.

A.  am late

B.  be late

C.  late

D.  will not come

15. Flora: Why didn’t you tell 
Elton, Tom?

Tom:  I didn’t see him. He 
___ when I got there.

A.  left

B.  had already left

C.  is still talking

D.  has not finished talking yet

16. While the workers ___ cards, the light suddenly went out.

A.  play

B.  are playing

C.  were played

D.  were playing

17. “Oh, what a beautiful dress!” Mary said when she saw Helen wearing her new dress. “When ___ it?”

A.  has she bought

B.  have you bought

C.  did you buy

D.  will you buy

18. X: Are you going to Tom’s 
party?

Y: I don’t know. I haven’t 
received his invitation 
___.

A.  yet

B.  still

C.  already

D.  then

19. When I arrived at the scene, the firemen ___ the fire.

A.  was putting out

B.  had put out

C.  put out

D.  will put out

20. When he ___ his birthday next week, he will be thirteen years old.

A.  will celebrate

B.  celebrates

C.  did celebrate

D.  celebrated

Writing articles

2004 HKCEE English Language Syllabus B Paper 1 Q. 1
Imagine that you won a competition in a film magazine and the prize was spending a weekend with your favourite movie star in America. Now the magazine wants you to write an article describing what you did together with the movie star and how you felt about him/her at the end of your stay.

Write your article. If you wish, you may use the names of real movie stars in your article.

2005 HKCEE English Language Syllabus B Paper 1 Q. 3
Your school recently conducted a ‘Working Week’ Scheme during which students could choose to work as one of the following:

A reporter

A teacher

A restaurant cook

A flight attendant

A photographer

You took part in the scheme. Now your careers advisor has asked you to write an article for the school magazine describing your experience during ‘Working Week’ and how you felt about the job you chose.
















































































































