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7 How to express the past


LESSON 7

· How to express the past 

· Listening 2: Floor plans

A
HOW TO WRITE A SENTENCE

A1
SENTENCE STRUCTURE: 
S + V…  =  NOUN PHRASE  +  VERB PHRASE

A2
Different verbs fit different verb patterns. A verb may have more than one verb pattern.
A3
If you want to ask questions, you will need to change the pattern. 

A4
The most important linking verb is BE.

S V N
Football is my favourite sport.
S V adj.
The manager is busy.

S V prep….
The children are at the zoo.

A5
S V to-infinitive... 
I want to ask you a question.

S V wh-to-infinitive...
I don’t know what to say.

S V N bare infinitive...
I saw him take the dictionary.

S V –ing...
I enjoy dancing.

B
VERBS

B1
Table 1.2 Forms of main verb

	1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12
	V(s)

V-ed

Will* V

has/have V-ed

had V-ed

will* have V-ed 

is/am/are V-ing

was/were V-ing

will* be V-ing 

has/have been V-ing

had been V-ing

will* have been V-ing 
	ACTIVE


PASSIVE

take(s)


is/am/are taken
took


was/were taken
will* take 

will* be taken 
has/have taken

has/have been taken
had taken


had been taken
will* have taken 

will* have been taken
is/am/are taking

is/am/are being taken
was/were taking

was/were being taken
will* be taking 


---
has/have been taking

---
had been taking


---
will* have been taking 

---


	* In general, modals follow the same pattern as will/shall.


B2
In simple present, the verb after third-person singular subjects ends in -s/-es/-ies.

We use simple present, for universal truths, present habits, orders, requests, etc. 

We also use simple present, tense for future time:
It’s the 24th of September next Friday, isn’t it?

If it rains, the match will be cancelled.
B3
The UNREAL past tense can refer to present or future time.

I wish he were here now.

If I were you, I would work harder.
The UNREAL past perfect tense refers to past time.

I wish he had been here yesterday.

If I had studied harder, I wouldn’t have failed the exam. 
CONDITIONALS:

TYPE 0
for permanent truth:

If a baby is hungry, it cries.
TYPE 1
 for something possible:

If it rains, I shall/will/can/may not go.
TYPE 2
 for something unreal (present/future):

If I were you, I should/would not do that.
TYPE 3
 for something unreal (past):

If it had rained, I would have stayed at home. (But it did not rain yesterday.)
B4
There are many ways of expressing the past. For example, we may use

(i) simple past tense

(ii) present perfect tense

(iii) past perfect tense

(iv) used to + V

PRESENT PERFECT or SIMPLE PAST?
	PRESENT PERFECT 
so far, up to now, till now, hitherto, 
since Thursday, since I met you

lately, latterly

for the present, for now, 
for the time being

	PAST 
a week ago, 
earlier this year,
last Monday,
the other day, 
yesterday morning, yesterday


The Present Perfect differs from the Simple Past on three counts, viz. continuation up to the present, present result, and indefinite time.
	Simple past
	PRESENT

	(          Present perfect
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


TIME


xe "present perfect"
(a)
We use present perfect tense when we talk about something that began in the past and has continued up to the present. 
They have known each other since they were children.

May I take a rest now? I have read twenty pages of that awful book.

(b)
We use present perfect for more recent past actions.

I have just finished my homework.

Who’s eaten my sandwich?
(c)
We use present perfect for experiences.

I have never been to Beijing.
This is the first time I’ve studied at a night school.

· Explain why different tenses are used in the following sentences:
He was once a policeman.
He has visited the Space Museum once.
PAST PERFECT or SIMPLE PAST?

	Past perfect
Simple past
	PRESENT

	(            (          Present perfect
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


TIME



Past perfect tense is seldom used alone. It is usually used in a complex sentence for an action completed BEFORE another past action (“Past in the past”)
When we arrived at the party, they had eaten all the food.

I had already finished my work before my friends arrived.
When I’d written all my letters, I did some gardening.

We also use past perfect tense for unreal past time: [See B3]
EXERCISE — Put the verbs in brackets into the correct tense, Simple Past or Past Perfect.
1.  The fire (burn) for three hours when the firemen arrived.

2.  The patient (die) already by the time the doctor (arrive).

3.  Until the aeroplane (take off), we (can) not hear ourselves speak.

4.  His neighbours (will) not speak to him until he (apologize).

5.  They (be) not able to make the pudding until the maid (bring) the eggs.
USED TO or SIMPLE PAST?

Used to is always Past Tense. There is no Present form use(s) to.
He used to play cards a lot.

He used to live in the countryside.
I didn’t use to like opera, but now I’m getting interested. (OR: I used not / usedn’t (usen’t) to like opera, …)
Did you use to play cricket at school? (OR: Used you to …)
( I used to have worked all afternoon. (Not occur with the Perfect Aspect)

Used to is followed by infinitive.

Do not mix it up with be used to, which is followed by –ing or a noun phrase. 
In the pattern be used to + -ing/noun, used is an adjective (= ‘accustomed’) and to is a preposition.

You can say what you like. I’m used to being criticized.

EXERCISE
Which of the following sentences are wrong? 
1. He uses to play cards a lot.

2. He was used to play cards a lot.

3. I used to go to France seven times.

4. I used to live in Chester for three years.

5. It’s difficult to understand Scottish people if you’re not used to their accent.

6. When I was younger I was used to walking long distances, but now I’m out of practice.

7. An electric typewriter’s easy: you’ll be used to it in a few hours.

8. You’ll soon get used to living in the country.

9. When we were children, we used to play in that wood, and you always used to hide from me.

Irregular verbs

	Infinitive
	Past Tense
	Past Participle

	be
	
	

	beat
	
	

	become
	
	

	begin
	
	

	bend
	
	

	bite
	
	

	bleed
	
	

	blow
	
	

	break
	
	

	bring
	
	

	build
	
	

	burn
	
	

	burst
	
	

	buy
	
	

	catch
	
	

	choose
	
	

	come
	
	

	cost
	
	

	cut
	
	

	dig
	
	

	do
	
	

	draw
	
	

	drink
	
	

	drive
	
	

	eat
	
	

	fall
	
	

	feed
	
	

	feel
	
	

	fight
	
	

	find
	
	

	fly
	
	

	forbid
	
	

	freeze
	
	

	get
	
	

	give
	
	

	go
	
	

	grow
	
	

	hang
	
	

	hear
	
	

	hide
	
	

	hit
	
	

	hold
	
	

	hurt
	
	

	keep
	
	

	kneel
	
	

	know
	
	

	lay
	
	

	lead
	
	

	leave
	
	

	lend
	
	

	let
	
	

	Infinitive
	Past Tense
	Past Participle

	lie
	
	

	lose
	
	

	make
	
	

	mean
	
	

	meet
	
	

	pay
	
	

	put
	
	

	read
	
	

	ride
	
	

	ring
	
	

	rise
	
	

	run
	
	

	say
	
	

	see
	
	

	seek
	
	

	sell
	
	

	send
	
	

	set
	
	

	shake
	
	

	shine
	
	

	shoot
	
	

	show
	
	

	shut
	
	

	sing
	
	

	sink
	
	

	sit
	
	

	sleep
	
	

	slide
	
	

	smell
	
	

	speak
	
	

	speed
	
	

	spell
	
	

	spend
	
	

	spit
	
	

	spread
	
	

	stand
	
	

	steal
	
	

	strike
	
	

	swear
	
	

	sweep
	
	

	swim
	
	

	take
	
	

	teach
	
	

	tear
	
	

	tell
	
	

	think
	
	

	throw
	
	

	wake
	
	

	wear
	
	

	win
	
	

	write
	
	


GROUP DISCUSSION: PLANS

Room 302 is your classroom. Now you may move to one of the following rooms: 101, 206 or 304. Discuss with your group which room you would choose. Why?

	((
 Toilets
	Rm. 306
	Rm. 305
	Rm. 304


	
	Stairs
	SAN WAN ROAD

	||||||||||||||

|||||stairs
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Rm. 303


	

	Third Floor
	
	
	Rm. 302


	

	
	
	
	Rm. 301


	

	
	
	
	||||stairs||||
	

	
	
	
	||||||||||||||||||||
	


	((
 Toilets
	Rm. 206
	Rm. 205

Head-master
	Rm. 204


	
	Stairs
	SAN WAN ROAD

	||||||||||||||

|||||stairs
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Rm. 203


	

	Second Floor
	
	
	Rm. 202


	

	
	
	
	Rm. 201


	

	
	
	
	||||stairs||||
	

	
	
	
	||||||||||||||||||||
	


	((
 Toilets
	Rm. 106
	Rm. 105
	Rm. 104


	
	Stairs
	SAN WAN ROAD

	||||||||||||||

|||||stairs
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Rm. 103


	

	First Floor
	
	
	Rm. 102


	

	
	
	
	Rm. 101


	

	
	
	
	||||stairs||||
	

	
	
	
	||||||||||||||||||||
	


((
bus stop
















































































































