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Lesson 5
1
5 How to use infinitives & -ing forms (1)


LESSON 5

· How to use infinitives and –ing forms (1)

· Listening 1: Patterns and shapes
In this lesson, we will focus on the following sentence structures:
	1
	S V to-infinitive... 

	3
	S V bare infinitive...

	
	S V N to-infinitive...
	
	S V N bare infinitive...

	2
	S V wh-to-infinitive...
	4
	S V –ing...

	
	S V N wh-to-infinitive...
	
	S V N –ing...


A
HOW TO WRITE A SENTENCE

A1
SENTENCE STRUCTURE
S + V…  =  
  NOUN PHRASE   +   VERB PHRASE

A2
Different verbs fit different verb patterns. A verb may have more than one verb pattern.
A3
If you want to ask questions, you will need to change the pattern. 

A4
The most important linking verb is BE.

S V N

Football is my favourite sport.
S V adj.

The manager is busy.

S V prep….
The children are at the zoo.

A5
S V to-infinitive... 
I want to ask you a question.

S V wh-to-infinitive...
I don’t know what to say.

S V N bare infinitive...
I saw him take the dictionary.

S V –ing...

I enjoy dancing.

Table 5.1 Verbs that are followed by to-infinitive, bare infinitive and –ing 

	(a)

V + to-infinitive
	(b)

V + basic form
	(c)

V + -ing 

	afford

agree

appear

arrange

ask

attempt

bear

beg

begin

care

choose

consent
	dare

decide

determine
expect

fail

forget

happen

hate

help

hesitate

hope
	intend 

learn

like

love

manage

mean

neglect
offer

prefer

prepare

pretend
	promise 
propose
refuse

regret

remember

seem

start

swear

trouble

try

want

wish
	will, would
shall, should

can, could
may, might
must

do, does, did
had better

would rather

can do nothing but

cannot but

cannot help but

cannot choose but

can but
	acknowledge

admit
anticipate

appreciate

avoid

celebrate

consider

contemplate

defer

delay

deny

detest

dislike 
doubt
	endure
enjoy

escape

excuse

face

fancy

finish

forgive

imagine
include

involve mention

mind

miss
	pardon

postpone
practise
recall

recollect
report

resent

resist

risk

save

suggest
tolerate

understand

	V + N + to-infinitive
	V + N + basic form
	be any/some/no use/good V-ing…
burst out crying/laughing
can’t help V-ing…
can’t stand V-ing…
feel like V-ing…
go swimming/shopping
keep (on) doing some thing
prevent somebody (from) V-ing…
spend time/money doing something
waste time/money doing something

	advise

allow

ask

bear

beg

cause

command

compel

encourage

expect
	forbid

force

get
hate

help
instruct

intend

invite

leave
like
	mean

need

oblige

order

permit

persuade
prefer

press

recommend
	request

remind

teach

tell

tempt

trouble

want

warn

wish
	make
let
see
watch, notice, observe 
hear
feel
smell

	


TO-INFINITIVE

Some uses of TO-INFINITIVES:

(a) with wh-words:

I don’t know what to do.
(b) after adjectives:
I am very glad to see you again.
(c) to express purpose:
He stopped for a minute to rest.
(… in order to / so as to rest.)
(d) to express result:
He is too young to go to school.
= He is not old enough to go to school.
(e) others:
To err is human, to forgive divine.
Forms of TO-INFINITIVES

(1) to break
Mother told us not to tell lies.
(2) to be broken

This film ought not to be seen by children
(3) to be breaking

Fanny is likely to be waiting for us now.
(4) to have broken

I am sorry to have kept you waiting.
(5) to have been broken

The book is said to have been translated into Chinese.
The active form “to blame” has passive meaning.
Nobody was to blame for the accident.
EXERCISE 1
1.  How many friends are going _____ to your birthday party?

A.  to have invited
B.  to be inviting
C.  to invite
D.  to be invited

2.  Undernourishment happens when food has _____ among too many siblings.

A.  to be sharing

B.  to be shared

C.  to share

D.  shared
INFINITIVE WITHOUT TO
INFINITIVE WITHOUT TO is used after certain verbs and idioms [See Table 5.1(b)].
It’s raining: we’d better go inside.

He’d rather try and fail than give up.
He could do nothing but forgive her.
I saw him open the window.
They make him pay back the money.
(
However, to-infinitive is used when these verbs are in passive voice.

He was seen to open the window.

He was made to pay back the money.

Either bare infinitive or to-infinitive can be used after help:

Please help Mary (to) find her glasses.
EXERCISE 2 — Rewrite these sentences.
1.  It would be a good thing for you to check your answers again. (Use ‘had better’.)
2.  She took your dictionary. I saw her. (Combine beginning ‘I saw’.)
3.  She said that. Someone heard her. (Combine beginning ‘She was heard’.)
4.  I prefer to go to the Peak rather than to see a film. (Use ‘would rather’.)
5.  I could only agree to his demand. I had no choice. (Combine using ‘could not but’.) 
6.  I’ll ask him to repair the typewriter immediately. (Begin ‘I’ll have’.)

EXERCISE 3 — Underline the infinitives without to.
Give me time
To realise my crime
Let me love and steal
I have danced inside your eyes
How can I be real

Do you really want to hurt me
Do you really want to make me cry

Precious kisses
Words that burn me
Lovers never ask you why
In my heart the fire’s burning
Choose my colour
Find a star
Precious people always tell me
That’s a step
A step too far

Chorus:
Do you really want to hurt me
Do you really want to make me cry
Do you really want to hurt me
Do you really want to make me cry

Words are few
I have spoken
I could waste a thousand years
Wrapped in sorrow words are token
Come inside and catch my tears
You’ve been talking but believe me
If it’s true you do not know
This boy loves without a reason
I’m prepared to let you go
If it’s love you want from me
Then take it away
Everything is not what you see
It’s over today  (chorus)
EXERCISE 4 — Fill in each blank with the correct form of the verb in brackets.
1.  She wishes ___ (be) a nurse after she finishes school.

2.  I saw her ___ (take) your book.

3.  I will not ___ (let) you ___ (do) it.

4.  Did you ___ (hear) anybody ___ (knock) at the door?

5.  He could ___ (feel) his heart ___ (beat) very fast.

6.  Why should we ___ (stop) here?

7.  You need not ___ (answer) all the questions.

8.  He made me ___ (eat) all the cakes.

9.  Her father did not ___ (allow) her ___ (go) to the party.

10.  Could you ___ (explain) this question to me?

-ING FORMS
-ING FORMS may be used after:

(a) certain verbs and phrases [See Table 5.1(c)]
She enjoys reading.

The actress avoids being seen by the reporters.

There’s nothing to prevent him (from) doing it.

(() Do you mind my making a suggestion?

(() Do you mind me making a suggestion? (Informal)
It’s no use complaining now.

(= It is useless to complain / complaining now.)

He could not help laughing.
She can’t stand being kept waiting.

I don’t feel like swimming today. (= I don’t want to swim today.)

EXERCISE 5 — Rewrite these sentences.
1.  Will you please wait a moment? (Use ‘mind’.)
2.  Don’t argue with him any more. (Begin with ‘Stop’.)
3.  He said that he had not gone out on the night of the crime. (Use ‘denied’.)
4.  Their proposal is worthy of consideration. (Use ‘worth’.)
5.  We could not solve this problem. (Use ‘succeed’.)
6.  Is he able to handle I/E documents independently? (Use ‘capable’.)
(b) prepositions
She is interested in reading.

I look forward to seeing you soon.
(
TO is a preposition in the following phrases:

amount to
be accustomed to
be devoted to
be equal to
be opposed to
be used to
confess to
consent to
in addition to
look forward to
object to
prefer … to
when it comes to
with a view to
Table 5.2 Forms of to-infinitives and 
–ing forms
	Forms of to-infinitives:

1.  to break

2.  to be broken

3.  to be breaking

4.  to have broken

5.  to have been broken

Mother told us not to tell lies.
This film ought not to be seen by children.
Fanny is likely to be waiting for us now.
I am sorry to have kept you waiting.
The book is said to have been translated into Chinese.


	–ing forms:

1.  taking

2.  being taken

3.  having taken

4.  having been taken

Seeing is believing.

They avoid being seen in public.
I regret (not) having seen the film. (past action)
The book was banned after having been sold for years.



(c) worth and busy
The book is well worth reading.

She is busy doing her homework.
Compare:

She is busy answering the calls.

She is too busy to answer the call.

EXERCISE 6
1. Academic training is supposed _____ students for a more mature and profound way _____.

A.  to equip … of thinking
B.  to equip … to think
C.  to be equipping … of thinking
D.  to equipping … to think

2. You are not allowed _____ in the library.

A.  to eat

B.  eat

C.  eating
D.  ate
Infinitives & -ing forms

Choose the best answer from the choices given.
1. We cannot but ___ sorry for his failure

A.  feel

B.  feeling

C.  to feel

D.  be feeling

2. You ought ___ of yourself.

A.  to ashamed

B.  ashamed

C.  be ashamed

D.  to be ashamed

3. She was made ___ the contract.

A.  to sign

B.  sign

C.  signing

D.  signed

4. We’d better ___ an umbrella with us.

A.  taken

B.  to take

C.  took

D.  take

5. It is time for the children ___ to bed.

A.  went

B.  go

C.  to go

D.  going

6. X: Would you like to join 
us in a walk?
Y: ___

A.  Much obliged.

B.  You’re welcome.

C.  I’d love to.

D.  I don’t think she will.

7. You need not ___ the dishes.

A.  wash

B.  to wash

C.  washing

D.  be washed

8. You ___ on the ground.

A.  must not throw litter

B.  must not to throw litter

C.  must to not throw litter

D.  must throw not litter

9. She said she ___ for dinner.

A.  might late

B.  might lated

C.  might was late

D.  might be late

10. Did you hear the baby ___ last night?

A.  cried

B.  cry

C.  to cry

D.  cries

11. I saw him ___ and take the book.

A.  came

B.  to come

C.  coming

D.  come

12. We had a lot of things ___ yesterday.

A.  to attend

B.  doing

C.  to attend to

D.  attend to

13. He warned us ___ near that dog.

A.  did not go

B.  must not go

C.  not went

D.  not to go

14. She found ___ in time.

A.  she impossible to finish the work

B.  it impossible to finish the work

C.  impossible to finish the work

D.  impossible she finished the work

15. I hope you’ll advise me ___

A.  to do what.

B.  what to do.

C.  what I to do.

D.  what shall I do?

16. I’m thirsty. I want to get something ___.

A.  to drink

B.  to be drunk

C.  I to drunk

D.  I drink

17. ___ you have to practise constantly.

A.  You want to speak English well

B.  To able to speak English well

C.  To be able to speak English well

D.  Being able to speak English well
18. She got up early ___ the first ferry.

A.  she wanted to catch

B.  to be caught

C.  so as for catching

D.  in order to catch

19. He was ___ to get the book from the top shelf.

A.  too tall

B.  not small enough

C.  not enough tall

D.  not tall enough

20. We jumped with joy ___.

A.  heard of your success

B.  when heard of your success

C.  to hear of your success

D.  to have heard of your success

21. They went home ___.

A.  finding their flat had been burgled

B.  found their flat had been burgled

C.  to have found their flat had been burgled

D.  only to find their flat had been burgled
22. Her parents were disappointed ___ her failure in the examination.

A.  learned

B.  learning of

C.  to learn of

D.  to learn

23. I’m sorry ___ in answering your letter.

A.  having delayed

B.  delaying

C.  to have delayed

D.  to have been delayed

24. You ___ answer the question in a complete sentence.

A.  do not need

B.  need not

C.  are not necessary to

D.  are no need to

25. We consider him ___ for the post.

A.  is qualified

B.  was qualified

C.  to qualified

D.  to be qualified

26. How many guests ___ to the party?

A.  are going to invite

B.  is coming

C.  have Agnes invited

D.  are going to be invited

27. He seems ___ in the past years.

A.  to make great progress

B.  making great progress

C.  made great progress

D.  to have made great progress

28. Oh, Tom, you’ve broken a cup again. You ought ___ when you washed it.

A.  be careful

B.  to careful

C.  to be careful

D.  to have been careful

29. We enjoyed ourselves at the picnic last Sunday. You ___.

A.  should come

B.  should be coming

C.  should have come

D.  should not have come
30. You ought to ___ now – not watching television.

A.  worked

B.  work

C.  have worked

D.  be working

31. This kind of malpractice has ___.

A.  to stopped

B.  to be stopped

C.  to be stopping

D.  be stopped

32. Don’t let anybody ___ about my accident.

A.  to know

B.  knowing

C.  know

D.  knew

33. Hurry up! I can see a bus number 102 ___.

A.  came

B.  come

C.  coming

D.  to come

34. I’m sure Mary will ___.

A.  success

B.  successful

C.  successfully

D.  succeed

35. It was indeed foolish ___ her to make that remark.

A.  for

B.  of

C.  with

D.  to

36. Her plan is ___.

A.  she finds a job as soon as she leaves school

B.  will find a job as soon as she finished her secondary education

C.  to find a job as soon as she finishes her school certificate examination

D.  she trying to find a job as soon as possible

37. Children ___ this lift unless accompanied by adults.

A.  do not permit use

B.  do not permit to use

C.  are not permitted used

D.  are not permitted to use

38. There is no need ___.

A.  for Mary to do the exercise again

B.  Mary does the exercise again

C.  for Mary should do the exercise again

D.  of Mary to do the exercise again

39. She ___ her father that she had lost her ID card.

A.  dare not tell

B.  dared not to tell

C.  did not dared tell

D.  did not dare to tell

40. Jack ___ his brother against doing that.

A.  was difficult to persuade

B.  was difficulty to persuade

C.  found difficulty to persuade

D.  found it difficult to persuade

REVISION

1. Do you know which verbs are followed by infinitives and which are followed by -ing forms? Make two lists.
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	Verbs followed by infinitives
	Verbs followed by -ing forms



	
	


2. Put in the correct forms of the verbs.

1. You can’t help (like) him.

2. We decided (stay) at home.

3. We expect (hear) from Ann soon.

4. Do you fancy (go) out tonight?

5. I don’t feel like (cook).

6. When do you finish (study)?

7. I’ve given up (smoke).

8. Imagine (be) married to her!
9. I managed (find) a taxi.

10. Would you mind (pass) the bread?

11. I missed (see) the beginning of the film.

12. She pretended (be) ill.

13. Don’t put off (see) the doctor.

14. He spends ages (talk) on the phone.

15. I want (see) the manager.

16. Do you enjoy (watch) football?

PATTERNS AND SHAPES
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Noun
__________
__________
__________
__________
__________


Adjective
__________
__________
__________
__________
__________


What shape is this desk?

What shape’s your bedroom?

What shape’s an orange?

Look at the different lines. Which one is wavy/dotted/curved/zigzagged/straight?




Draw a _______________ line, please.

Sign your name on the _______________ line.

The chair’s got a ________________ back.

His jacket has a _______________ pattern.

I can’t draw a _______________ line without a ruler.

Look at the patterns. Which one is plain/striped/checked/flowered/spotted?





	agree	avoid	can’t help


dare	decide	deny	expect


	(can’t) face	fail	fancy


feel like	finish	give up


	happen	hope	imagine


	keep (on)	manage	mean


mind	miss	offer	postpone


	practise	prepare	pretend


	promise	put off	refuse


risk	seem	spend time


	(can’t) stand	suggest
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