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Lesson 4

1
4 Linking verbs


LESSON 4

· How to read (1): skimming and scanning

· Linking verbs: SVN, SVadj. & SVprep.

In this lesson, we are going to look at two basic skills of reading, i.e. skimming and scanning. Then we will discuss the sentence structure of SVN/adj/prep.

HOW TO READ (1)
Predicting

You can use the title to predict what the article is about.

Skimming for gist
After you predict, you should try to get a general feel or ‘gist’ for what the text is about. You can do this by skimming (i.e. reading quickly) the first and last paragraphs and the first sentence of every body paragraph in the text.

Identifying topic sentences 

You may need to skim again for the main idea of each paragraph. Sentences that summarize the main idea of a paragraph are called topic sentences.

Scanning to locate information 

When we scan, we look through the passage quickly to find key words and phrases that help to locate the information we are looking for. We do not read every word in the passage. (We don’t read every word in a dictionary or telephone directory!)

Recognizing paraphrasing
Paraphrasing is when information in the text is expressed using different words.

LINKING VERBS in SVN/adj./prep.

xe "linking verbs"
In this lesson, we will talk about linking verbs and the sentence structures SVN, SV adj. and SV prep.
A
HOW TO WRITE A SENTENCE

A1
SENTENCE STRUCTURE
S + V…  =    NOUN PHRASE   +   VERB PHRASE

A2
Different verbs fit different verb patterns. A verb may have more than one verb pattern.
A3
If you want to ask questions, you will need to change the pattern. 

A4
The most important linking verb is BE.

The chief patterns for linking verbs are

1. S V N

Football is my favourite sport.
2. S V adj.

The manager is busy.

3.
S V prep….
The children are at the zoo.


Here is a list of the main linking verbs other than BE.


(Tick the pattern as appropriate.)

	 (a) verbs of ‘seeming’ or ‘perception’
	SVN
	S V adj.
	S V prep.

	
It looks a fine day.


The patient is looking much better.


The show seemed * a great success.


The class seems rather restless.


This appeared * the only solution.


The children appear happy enough.


That sounds * a good idea.


The party sounded very noisy.


I felt * a complete idiot.


The teachers are feeling very annoyed.


This soup smells delicious.


Our apples tasted rather sour.
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*  In American English, this pattern is very rare. The following patterns can be used instead.


The show seemed to be a great success.

This appeared to be the only solution.


That sounds like a good idea.

The object looked like a flying saucer.


The milk tastes as if it has been boiled.


It seems/appears as if the earth is gradually moving nearer to the sun.


(Tick the pattern as appropriate.)

	 (b) verbs of ‘becoming’
	SVN
	S V adj.
	S V prep.

	
The hotel has become quite famous.


Margaret became a famous singer.


The couple ended up married.


He ended up chairman of the club.


Many thieves end up in prison.


We must get ready to go.


A large dog got into the garden.


Children grow tired easily.


Your lectures have proved very useful.


Mr James has proved a good boss.


The weather has turned very cold.


The dinner turned out delicious.


Her illness may turn out a blessing.

 (c) verbs of ‘remaining’


The president remains popular.


Ann and Jim remain good friends.


You should remain in bed.


The witness kept silent.


The children must keep out of sight.


The soldiers stayed perfectly still.


You’d better stay at school.
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When you believe
Many nights we’ve prayed
With no proof anyone could hear
In our hearts a hopeful song
We barely understood
Now we are not afraid
Although we know there’s much to fear
We were moving mountains
Long before we know we could

There can be miracles
When you believe
Though hope is frail
It’s hard to kill
Who knows what miracles
You can achieve
When you believe
Somehow you will
You will when you believe
In this time of fear
When prayer so often proves in vain
Hope seems like the summer birds
Too swiftly flown away
And now I’m standing here
My hearts so full I can’t explain
Seeking faith and speaking words
I never thought I’d say
(  Are there any linking verbs?















































































































