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3 How to express unreal meaning


LESSON 3

· How to express unreal meaning

· Conditionals
 XE "unreal meaning" 
In Lesson 2, we learned how to ask questions and discussed the various uses of simple present tense. In this lesson, we will talk about past tense and the difference between tense and time. 

A
HOW TO WRITE A SENTENCE

A1
SENTENCE STRUCTURE
S + V…  =  
  NOUN PHRASE   +   VERB PHRASE

A2
Different verbs fit different verb patterns. 


A verb may have more than one verb pattern.
A3
If you want to ask questions, you will need to change the pattern. 

I want a cup of tea.  

(Statement: SVN pattern)



Do you want a cup of tea?  
(Yes-no question)



What do you want?  

(WH-question)

B
VERB
B1
Table 1.2 Forms of main verb

	1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12
	V(s)

V-ed

will* V

has/have V-ed

had V-ed

will* have V-ed 

is/am/are V-ing

was/were V-ing

will* be V-ing 

has/have been V-ing

had been V-ing

will* have been V-ing 
	ACTIVE


PASSIVE

take(s)


is/am/are taken
took


was/were taken
will* take 

will* be taken 
has/have taken

has/have been taken
had taken

had been taken
will* have taken 

will* have been taken
is/am/are taking

is/am/are being taken
was/were taking

was/were being taken
will* be taking 


---
has/have been taking

---
had been taking


---
will* have been taking 

---


	* In general, modals follow the same pattern as will/shall.


B2
In simple present, the verb after third-person singular subjects ends in -s/-es/-ies.

We use simple present, for universal truths, present habits, orders, requests, etc. 

We also use simple present, tense for future time:
(a) It is used for future certainties.
It’s the 24th of September next Friday, isn’t it?

(b) Instead of future tense, it is used in adverb clauses.

If it rains, the match will be cancelled.
B3
PAST tense is used to indicate not only temporal distance (time), but also social and hypothetical distance.

Temporal distance (past time):
We discussed the topic a week ago.
Social distance:
Would you open the door, please?
Hypothetical distance (unreal past):
Winston, if I were married to you, I would put poison in your coffee. [See Tables 3.1 & 3.2]
Tense is not the same as time!

The UNREAL PAST tense can refer to present or future time.

I wish he were here now.

If I were you, I would work harder.
EXERCISE 1a
Example:


I do not have a rocket.


If I had one, I’d fly to the moon. (I wish I had a rocket.)
1.
I do not have ___________________________.


If I had one, I’d _________________________________________

2.
I do not ________________________________.


If I ___________________________________________________

3.
What would you do if you won the Mark Six first prize of HK$10,000,000?
__________________________________________________

The UNREAL PAST PERFECT tense refers to past time.

I wish he had been here yesterday.

If I had studied harder, I wouldn’t have failed the exam. 
EXERCISE 1b
Example:


I did not get up at six.


If I had got up at six, I would have caught the train. I wouldn’t have been late. (I wish I had got up earlier.)

1.
I did not _________________________________


If I had ____________________________________________

2.
What would you have done if you had had three holidays last week?
______________________________________________________

Table 3.1 Summary of verb phrases expressing UNREAL meaning

	
	In if clauses
	In main clauses

	Present time

e.g.
	Past tense

If I had enough money,
	would + verb

I would retire early.


	Future time

e.g.
	Past tense / were to / would
If you lent (or would lend) me your bicycle tomorrow,

(with modal meanings:

could/would/might/should + V)


	would + verb

I would get home quite easily.

(with modal meanings:

could/would/might/should + V)

	Past time

e.g.
	Past perfect tense

If you had driven more carefully,

(with modal meanings:

could/would/might/should + have + past participle)
	would have + past participle

you would have avoided this accident.

(with modal meanings:

could/would/might/should + have + past participle)


(
In what type(s) of conditionals are unreal past and unreal past perfect used?

Type 0:

If a baby is hungry, it cries.
Type 1:

If it rains, I will stay at home.
Type 2:

If I were you, I should/would not do that.
Type 3:
If it had rained, I would have stayed at home. (But it did not rain yesterday.)
C
CONDITION
C1
There are four main types of conditionals.

	
	 IF-CLAUSE
	 MAIN CLAUSE

	0
	 Present
	is
	 Present
cries

	1
	 Present 
 Should + V
	study

should study
	 Future 
will pass

 Modal
may/can pass

	2
	 Past

 Should + V
 Were to + V
	studied

should study

were to study
	 Conditional
would pass
 Modal
might/could pass

	3
	 Past perfect
	had studied
	 Conditional perfect
would have passed

 Modal perfect
might/could have passed


TYPE 0
for permanent truth:




If a baby is hungry, it cries.
TYPE 1
 for something possible:

If it rains, I shall/will/can/may not go.
If it rains, I will stay at home.
If it should rain, I will stay at home.

Should it rain, I will stay at home.

TYPE 2
 for something unreal (present/future):

If I were you, I should/would not do that.
If it rained, I would stay at home.

If it should rain, I would stay at home.

Should it rain, I would stay at home.

If it were to rain, I would stay at home.

Were it to rain, I would stay at home.

TYPE 3
 for something unreal (past):

If it had rained, I would have stayed at home. (But it did not rain yesterday.)
Had it rained, I would have stayed at home.

 XE "unreal" 
EXERCISE 2
Write sentence chains with if to show how things could have been different.

1. He worked hard ( passed exams ( went to university ( studied languages ( learnt Chinese ( went to China ( went climbing in Tibet ( tried to climb Everest ( disappeared in a snowstorm

If he hadn’t worked so hard, he wouldn’t have passed his exams. If he hadn’t passed his exams, he wouldn’t have gone to university. If he hadn’t gone to university, …
2. He bought a bicycle ( went for ride in country ( fell off ( woke up in hospital ( met beautiful nurse ( wrote best-selling novel about her ( got rich ( married beautiful nurse and had three charming children ( lived happily ever after

If he hadn’t bought a bicycle, …
(
There are four main types of conditionals.
0
If a baby is hungry, it cries.

1
If it rains, I will not go.

2
If I were you, I would not do that.

3
If it had rained, I would have stayed at home. 
C2
There are NOT only four types of conditionals. They can be mixed.

If you had been more careful with your money, you would not be in want now.

If you wanted to save your time, you should have bought your ticket.
Other forms of condition:

If you are hungry, please help yourself.

If you’ll come this way, I’ll show you our latest fashions.

If you won’t agree, there’ll be trouble.

If I wanted anything, I always got it.

If she went to school in 1962 then she’s older than I thought.
EXERCISE 3
Fill in each blank with the correct form of the verb in brackets.
1.
If they had invited me, I _____ (come) to the party last night.
2.
If I knew the answer, I _____ (tell) you.

3.
If we put a piece of wood on water, it _____ (float).

4.
If she were here, she _____ (know) what to do.

5.
If he has time tomorrow, he _____ (go) to the airport to see you off.

6.
If the weather _____ (be) fine last Sunday, we _____ (go) for a picnic.

7.
I will give her the book if she _____ (come) again next Saturday.

8.
The old woman _____ (die) if the fireman had not rescued her.

9.
She will join us for hiking if she _____ (be) free tomorrow morning.

10.
Water changes into steam if we _____ (boil) it to 100(C.

11.
I would accept the offer if I ____ (be) you.

12.
He would have been killed if the driver _____ (not stop) in time.

13.
If you _____ (see) her tomorrow, please give her my regards.

14.
If we _____ (not hurry), we will be late for the meeting.

15. They _____ (not forgive) you if you did not apologize.
16. If he _____ (hear) the news, he would be very happy.
17. If she _____ (work) harder, she will get higher marks.
18. If you _____ (come) yesterday, you would have seen Teresa.
19. If your brother _____ (be) here now, he would be able to give us some advice.
20. If we ____ (feel) cold, we put on more clothes.
If you go away
If you go away on this summer day,
Then you might as well take the sun away;
All the birds that flew in the summer sky,
When our love was new and our hearts were high;
When the day was young and the night was long,
And the moon stood still for the night bird’s song.
If you go away, if you go away, if you go away.
But if you stay, I’ll make you a day
Like no day has been, or will be again;
We’ll sail the sun, we’ll ride on the rain,
We’ll talk to the trees and worship the wind.
Then if you go, I’ll understand,
Leave me just enough love to hold in my hand,
If you go away, if you go away, if you go away.


If you go away, as I know you will, you must tell the world to stop turning
Till you return again, if you ever do, for what good is love without loving you,
Can I tell you now, as you turn to go, I’ll be dying slowly till the next hello,
If you go away, if you go away, if you go away.


But if you stay, I’ll make you a night
Like no night has been, or will be again.
I’ll sail on your smile, I’ll ride on your touch,
I’ll talk to your eyes that I love so much.
But if you go, I won’t cry,
Though the good is gone from the word goodbye,
If you go away, if you go away, if you go away.


If you go away, as I know you must,
There’ll be nothing left in the world to trust,
Just an empty room, full of empty space,
Like the empty look I see on your face.
I’d have been the shadow of your dog
If I thought it might have kept me by your side.
If you go away, if you go away, if you go away.
	V in If-clause
	V in main clause

	go
	might take

	stay
	’ll make

’ll sail

’ll ride

’ll talk

(’ll) worship

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


C3
Apart from if, many other conjunctions are used in clauses of condition:

I will go even if it rains tomorrow.

I will not go unless he asks me.

Whether we succeed or fail, we should have to do our best.

So/As long as you fed him, he would be cooperative.

The climb is safe provided that you are careful. [= ‘only if’]

The loan is offered on condition that it is repaid within 12 months. [formal]
Granting/Granted that this is true, what follows?

Supposing she tells you the truth, will you forgive her?
C4
Compare the use of the preposition but for and Types 2 and 3 conditionals:

If it were not for her objection, we would invite them.

Were it not for her objection, we would invite them.

But for her objection, we would invite them.
If it had not been for the rain, we would have gone for a picnic yesterday.

Had it not been for the rain, we would have gone for a picnic yesterday.

But for the rain, we would have gone for a picnic yesterday.
UNREAL PAST again

Apart from (a) I wish…, (b) types 2 and 3 conditionals, unreal past is also used after (c) if only…, (d) it is time…, (e) I would rather you…, (f) as if…, (g) suppose…, etc.
Table 3.2 Unreal past / past perfect is used after:

	(a) I wish…
(b) If…
(c) If only…! 

(d) It is (about/high) time…
(e) I would rather you/he…
(f) …as if / as though…
(g) Suppose/imagine…

	I wish I were a king.

If he were here now, he might solve the problem.

If only I were rich!
It is high time we told her the truth.

[= It is time for us to tell her the truth.] 
I’d rather you didn’t do that. 
He ran as if the devil were after him. 
Suppose the world were flat.


EXERCISE 4

Replace the verbs in brackets by the correct tense, Simple Past or Past Perfect:

1.  Suppose I (do) what you ask! What would become of me?

2.  Mary wishes John (come) back a bit earlier from the office. He’s always late for dinner.
3.  I wish the train (not arrive) so late; then I could have got home before breakfast.
4.  She says she’d rather he (leave) tomorrow instead of today.
5.  If only we (do) as we were told! This would never have happened.

















































































































