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2 How to ask questions


LESSON 2

· How to ask questions

· Parts of speech
In Lesson 1 we learned how to write and revise a sentence. It was mentioned in A1 that the basic sentence structure SV... has to be changed if you want to ask questions. In this lesson, we will look at two main types of questions: yes-no questions and wh-questions.
A
HOW TO WRITE A SENTENCE

A1
SENTENCE STRUCTURE
S + V…  =  
  NOUN PHRASE   +   VERB PHRASE

A2
Different verbs fit different verb patterns. 


A verb may have more than one verb pattern.
A3
If you want to ask questions, you will need to change the pattern. 

I want a cup of tea.  

(Statement: SVN pattern)



Do you want a cup of tea?  
(Yes-no question)



What do you want?  

(WH-question)

YES-NO QUESTIONS XE "yes-no questions" 
1. Look for the helping verb. Form yes-no questions by S-VH inversion.

They were going to school.

Were they going to school?
2. If there is no helping verb, use DO, DOES or DID to form questions. (See Table 2.1)
They understand the question.

Do they understand the question?

Table 2.1 Yes-no questions

	
	
	

	
	AFFIRMATIVE (NEGATIVE)
	INTERROGATIVE

	
	
	

	SIMPLE
	
	

	
	They (do not) go. He goes. (He does not go.)
	Do they go? Does he go?

	
	They went. (They did not go.)
	Did they go?

	
	They will (not) go.
	Will they go?

	
	
	

	PERFECT
	
	

	
	They have (not) gone. He has (not) gone.
	Have they gone? Has he gone?

	
	They had (not) gone.
	Had they gone?

	
	They will (not) have gone.
	Will they have gone?

	
	
	

	PROGRESSIVE

	
	They are (not) going. He is (not) going.
	Are they going? Is he going?

	
	They were (not) going. He was (not) going.
	Were they going? Was he going?

	
	They will (not) be going.
	Will they be going?

	
	They have (not) been going. He has (not) …
	Have they been going? Has he…?

	
	They had (not) been going.
	Had they been going?

	
	They will (not) have been going.
	Will they have been going?

	
	
	


EXERCISE 1

Turn each sentence below into a question that can be answered by yes or no.
[image: image1.jpg]


The largest human brains are those of idiots

Humans are able to lose substantial portions of the brain without undue suffering. The main part of the human brain is divided into two hemispheres. One hemisphere dominates the other. Messages from one hemisphere can reach the other. But the brain avoids the need for constant cross-references. 
1. The largest human brains are those of idiots.
2. Humans are able to lose substantial portions of the brain without undue suffering.
3. The main part of the human brain is divided into two hemispheres.
4. One hemisphere dominates the other.
5. Messages from one hemisphere can reach the other.
6. But the brain avoids the need for constant cross-references.
EXERCISE 2

Q
‘Have you got a big window in your bedroom?’
A
‘Yes, I have. / No, I haven’t.’
Q
‘Have you got any pictures on the walls?’
A
_________________________________________________

Q
‘Has it got a shower?’
A
_________________________________________________

Q
‘Is there a TV in your room?’
A
_________________________________________________

Q
‘Are there any books on the shelves?’
A
_________________________________________________

Q
‘Is the bed by the window?’
A
_________________________________________________

Q
‘Are your CDs on your desk?’
A
_________________________________________________

Q*
‘Where’s your computer?

A
_________________________________________________

Q*
‘Where are your clothes?

A
_________________________________________________

WH-QUESTIONS  XE "wh-questions" 
xe "who"

xe "where"

xe "how"

xe "whose"

xe "why"

xe "what"

xe "which"

xe "when"
Table 2.2 WH-questions
	 WHO? — about a person or some people.

Who does he live with now?


	 WHOSE? — who something belongs to.

Whose baby is this?


	 WHAT? — about something.


What are you reading?







What magazine are you reading?

	Use WHICH? instead of what when there is a limited set of possibilities to choose from.

	Which coat do you like best? The green, the red, or the blue?

	 WHEN? — the time at which something happens.

	When did you go to Russia?

	 WHERE? — what place.


Where are you staying?


	 WHY? — a reason or cause.


Why did the plants die?


	 HOW? —the way or manner in which something happens or is done.

How long? — length of time.
How often? — frequency. 
How + adjective/adverb? — degree or extent. 
How many/much? —amount or quantity.
	How did the accident happen?
How long are you staying here at the hotel?
How often do they clean the windows?
How old is your daughter?
How many people are coming to the party?



When the wh-word or phrase is the subject, the normal S-V order applies:
Who has taken my car?

Which bus goes to Chicago?
Wh-questions are usually spoken with a falling intonation.
EXERCISE 3

Turn each sentence below into a question introduced by who or what, as indicated in the brackets.
Example:

She introduced the school head to her parents. (Who)

Who did she introduce to her parents?

1. Norma’s parents met her English and Biology teachers at the Open Day. (Who)

2. Caroline submitted a poem about her dog to the school magazine. (What)

3. All the members of staff considered Janet the best student in the Upper Sixth. (Who)

4. The school head recommended a careers advice test. (What)

5. Marilyn chose Sussex as her first preference on her application form for university entrance. (What)

6. Her parents preferred York or Lancaster. (What)

7. Elizabeth likes the Chaucer course best. (What)

8. She regards the Chaucer teachers as the most interesting lecturers. (Who)

B
VERB
B1
The main verb (V) may be in one of the 12 tenses:


The main verb may be in either active or passive voice. (See Table 1)
Table 1 Forms of main verb

	1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12
	V(s)

V-ed

will* V

has/have V-ed

had V-ed

will* have V-ed 

is/am/are V-ing

was/were V-ing

will* be V-ing 

has/have been V-ing

had been V-ing

will* have been V-ing 
	ACTIVE

PASSIVE

take(s)


is/am/are taken
took


was/were taken
will* take 

will* be taken 
has/have taken

has/have been taken
had taken

had been taken
will* have taken 

will* have been taken
is/am/are taking

is/am/are being taken
was/were taking

was/were being taken
will* be taking 


---
has/have been taking

---
had been taking


---
will* have been taking 

---


	* In general, modals follow the same pattern as will/shall.


B2
In SIMPLE PRESENT, the verb after third-person singular subjects ends in -s/-es/-ies.

He/She/It behaves badly.
Anita carries a bag.

Does Mr. Dai smoke?

We use SIMPLE PRESENT for universal truths, present habits, orders, requests, etc. We also use SIMPLE PRESENT for exclamations starting with here/there:

Here he comes!
There goes the bus!
We also use SIMPLE PRESENT tense for future time:
(a) It is used for future certainties.
It’s the 24th of September next Friday, isn’t it?

Her plane arrives at 2:35 this afternoon.
(b) Instead of future tense, it is used in adverb clauses.

If it rains, we’ll get wet.
If it rains, the match will be cancelled.
I’ll call you as soon as I’m ready.

They cannot leave until they do their work (or: …until they have done their work.)
EXERCISE
1. Which is the most natural question? ‘I might meet you at the cinema; what time _____?’
A. is the film starting

B. will the film start

C. does the film start

D. did the film start

2. Which is the most natural future form? ‘If you’re not there, I _____ you a bell on your mobile.’
A. ’m going to give

B. give

C. gave

D. ’ll give

PARTS OF SPEECH

NOUN

Nouns are words that name people, places, things and ideas.
Examples of nouns include student, chef, Jennifer, school, Florida, Europe, chair, homework, book, peace, happiness and anger.
( BEWARE of words that look like actions, but are being used as nouns:
Noun: I raced in the 10-mile run.
Verb: I run with my dog.
Noun: Are you going to the dance?
Verb: We will dance to the music.
PRONOUN

Pronouns are words that replace nouns. For example, in “Miss Lease is our teacher; we all like her very much”, the word her is the pronoun and it refers to Miss Lease.
The personal pronouns are I, me, my, mine, you, your, yours, he, him, his, she, her, hers, it, its, we, us, our, ours, they, them, their and theirs.
(***my, your, his, her, its, our and their may be classified as possessive DETERMINER.)
The demonstrative pronouns are this, that, these and those. 
DETERMINER
Determiners include articles (a, an and the), possessive determiners (my, your, his, her, its, our and their) and demonstrative determiners (this, that, these and those).

Pronoun: I want a slice of that.
Determiner: I want a slice of that cake.


VERB

Verbs are words that express action or condition.
Action verbs tell what a person, place, or thing is doing. E.g. run, think, decide, read and go.
Linking verbs tell what a person, place, or thing is. E.g. is, are, was, were, seem and become.
Helping verbs form part of main verbs, such as is going, should have been done, and will be talking.
ADJECTIVE

Adjectives describe nouns: people, places, and things. E.g. purple, talkative, large and smart.
( BEWARE of adjectives that end with the letters –ly, such as friendly and ugly. Although most words that end with –ly are adverbs, some are adjectives!
ADVERB

Adverbs describe actions or descriptions (verbs, adjectives and adverbs). 

Adverbs answer these questions: Where? When? How? 
Many adverbs end with the letters –ly, such as slowly, gently, carefully, totally, widely and usually. Others do not: often, fast, tomorrow, very and sometimes.
( BEWARE of telling the difference between adverbs and adjectives. Ask yourself what the word is describing. If it’s a person, place, or thing, the word is an adjective. If it’s an action or description, the word is an adverb.
Adjective: Make a right turn at the stoplight.
Adverb: We turned right onto Benvenue Road.
PREPOSITION

Prepositions tell in what position a noun or pronoun is. For example, in, on, under, beside, below, to, at, by, like, of, over, since and with.
Prepositions are always found in prepositional phrases. A prepositional phrase is made up of a preposition and the noun or pronoun that comes after it, like “at the mall”, “under the table”, “with Mrs. Brown” or “of mine”.

( BEWARE of prepositions that can also be used as adverbs. Remember that a preposition always has to be part of a prepositional phrase. An adverb can stand alone.
Preposition: We waited in line outside the movie theater.
Adverb: I like to play inside and outside.
CONJUNCTION

Conjunctions are words that connect words, groups of words, or sentences.
There are two kinds of conjunctions. The first kind, called coordinating conjunctions, is the FANBOYS: For, And, Nor, But, Or, Yet, and So.
The second kind is called subordinating conjunctions, e.g. if, as, although, because, etc.

There are also double conjunctions, which are made up of two parts: both-and, either-or, neither-nor, not only-but also, and whether-or.
( BEWARE of “for.” It’s only a conjunction when it connects two sentences. Otherwise, it’s a preposition.
Conjunction: I got a new coat, for it’s cold this winter.
Preposition: I got a new coat for my birthday.
INTERJECTION

Interjections are words that show strong emotion, like wow! Yippee! Boo! Ouch!


Exercise
1. “Erica ate her apple at recess.” 
Which part of speech is the underlined word?
A. verb
B. noun
C. adverb
D. adjective

2. “Emily hit a home run in the last inning of the baseball game.”
Which part of speech is the underlined word?
A. verb
B. noun
C. pronoun
D. adjective

3. Which sentence below has a singular noun for the subject?
A. The story is great.
B. The blocks are missing.
C. The women are singing.
D. The houses are big.

4. Which word is an adverb?
A. silly
B. funny
C. happy
D. quickly

5. “I haven't seen Robin play first base recently.” Which word is an adverb?
A. recently
B. Robin
C. seen
D. first

6. “Maurice hoped he could make enough money mowing lawns to go to the movies.” Which is a noun?
A. he
B. could
C. enough
D. money

7. “The friendly puppy wagged his tail.” Which word is an adjective?
A. friendly
B. puppy
C. wagged
D. tail

8. Which word is an adverb?
A. folder
B. loudly
C. tennis
D. parade

9. “My friend moved here from Alabama.” Which is the verb?
A. friend
B. moved
C. here
D. Alabama

10. “She danced beautifully in the school musical.”
Which word does beautifully describe?
A. she
B. danced
C. school
D. musical
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