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LESSON 1

· How to write and revise a sentence

· HKCEE 2009 syllabus

In this lesson, we will briefly look at sentence structure and see how we can write a correct simple sentence.
A
HOW TO WRITE A SENTENCE

A1
SENTENCE STRUCTURE

S + V…  =  
  NOUN PHRASE   +  
 VERB PHRASE

Douglas

 is singing. 
A fat old woman 
gave me a gold bracelet. 

She


gave me a diamond ring. 
Helping the poor
makes us think life is meaningful. 
What they said
was nonsense. 
	S (Subject) is always a noun.
	There are different patterns of V….


EXERCISE 1

1. Please write a sentence that contains ONLY ONE verb, i.e. a simple sentence.
___________________________________________________________

2. Now write another simple sentence.
___________________________________________________________

3. Can you use a conjunction to join sentences 1 and 2 together?
___________________________________________________________

(
ALWAYS check your sentence.

1. Subject

(a) Is it a noun? How many subjects are there?

(b) If it is a singular countable noun, is there any determiner (e.g. the, his, etc.)?

2. Verb
(a) How many verbs are there? How many conjunctions?

(b) Does the verb agree with the subject? (Subject-verb agreement)

(c) Tense? Voice? Modal?

(d) Verb pattern? (Look it up in your dictionary if you are not sure.)
3. Spelling and punctuation


The subject (S) is normally a noun phrase or pronoun.

1.  noun phrase:
Douglas, Jane, My sister and her husband, A fat old woman

2.  pronoun:
I, You, He, She, It, We, They, Who

Table 1.1 Personal pronouns

	
	SUBJECT PRONOUN
	Object pronoun
	Possessive determiner
	Possessive pronoun
	Reflexive pronoun

	
	I
	me
	my
	mine
	myself

	
	YOU
	you
	your
	yours
	yourself

	 3rd person

 singular
	HE

SHE

IT
	him

her

it
	his

her

its
	his

hers

*
	himself

herself

itself

	
	ONE
	one
	one’s
	*
	oneself

	
	WE
	us
	our
	ours
	ourselves

	
	YOU
	you
	your
	yours
	yourselves

	
	THEY
	them
	their
	theirs
	themselves


* There is normally no possessive pronoun for it or for one.

EXERCISE 2
Select the correct pronoun in each of the following sentences.

1. (a) Your (b) You’re going to be very sorry if you eat that foot-long pickle.

2. Those who have recently moved should ensure that (a) their (b) they’re registered to vote.

3. Don’t you agree that (a) us (b) we freelance writers should form a guild?

4. She is much more creative than (a) I (b) me.

5. Jamie is a hardworking reporter, just like you and (a) I (b) me.

6. It was (a) he (b) him who complained to the neighbours.

7. That dog is biting (a) its (b) it’s own tail.

8. (a) Who’s (b) Whose computer has the most memory?
Now circle all the subjects in the sentences.

A2
Different verbs fit different verb patterns.


A verb may have more than one verb pattern.




Examples:
I enjoy watching good films.
 ( 

I enjoy to watch good films. 
 ( 
I like swimming.


 ( 

I like to swim.


 (
A good dictionary, which shows you how to use a verb, is essential to learning English. 
If you do not have a good desk dictionary, like Oxford Advanced Learners’ Dictionary, you should buy one now. 

EXERCISE 3

Which of the following sentences are correct?
1. I want to be alone.

2. I wish to be alone.

3. I want a cup of tea.

4. I wish a cup of tea.

5. I want that I was young.

6. I wish that I were young.

EXERCISE 4

Tick the correct sentences.
1. We reached to our destination earlier than we had expected. ___
2. We should discuss about the question with somebody. ___
3. The accident was happened yesterday. ___

4. The driver was died instantly. ___

5. She makes me to cry. ___
6. We had better hurried as it is getting dark. ___

B
VERB

B1
The main verb (V) may be in one of the 12 tenses:

Simple present

He likes it.

Simple past

He told me a story ten years ago.

Simple future

He will tell us the truth tomorrow.

Present progressive

He is watching television now.

Past progressive

He was watching television while I was sleeping.

Future progressive

He will be watching television this time tomorrow.

Present perfect

I have just finished it.

Present perfect progressive
I have been doing it for about two hours.

Past perfect

I had finished it when Mum returned home.

Past perfect progressive
I had been doing it for about two hours when Mum returned home.

Future perfect

I will have finished it when Mum returns home next week.

Future perfect progressive
I will have been doing it for about two hours when Mum returns 



home.


The main verb may be in either active or passive voice. (See Table 1.2)
Table 1.2 Forms of main verb

	1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12
	V(s)

V-ed

will* V

has/have V-ed

had V-ed

will* have V-ed 

is/am/are V-ing

was/were V-ing

will* be V-ing 

has/have been V-ing

had been V-ing

will* have been V-ing 
	ACTIVE

PASSIVE

take(s)


is/am/are taken
took


was/were taken
will* take 

will* be taken 
has/have taken

has/have been taken
had taken

had been taken
will* have taken 

will* have been taken
is/am/are taking

is/am/are being taken
was/were taking

was/were being taken
will* be taking 


---
has/have been taking

---
had been taking


---
will* have been taking 

---


	* In general, modals follow the same pattern as will.


( Are the following sentences correct?

(a) Class was consist 20 girls.

(b) All them promoted to Secondary 5.

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

HKCEE English Language
Paper 1

This paper will be divided into two parts, Part A Reading and Part B Writing, with equal weighting. The two parts will be thematically related.

Paper 1A
Reading (1 hour)








(20%)

Candidates will be required to respond to a variety of written texts of different lengths and levels of difficulty. A range of question types will be used, including multiple-choice items, short responses and more extended open-ended responses. Candidates will be required to demonstrate their ability to:

(i) understand the overall meaning of a text as well as extract specific information from it;

(ii) recognise, interpret and make inferences from opinions, assumptions, intentions, attitudes and feelings which occur explicitly or implicitly in a text;

(iii) use linguistic and contextual clues and general knowledge to determine meaning;

(iv) complete a text by supplying or selecting words or phrases which are semantically and syntactically appropriate to the overall meaning of the text;

(v) make use of information provided in a variety of texts to produce or complete a different type of text such as a text written for a different audience, with a different purpose or in a different style or format.

The assessment criteria for this paper will vary according to the item types.

Paper 1B 
Writing (1 hour 30 minutes)






(20%)

There will be two writing tasks. The first task will be a short, guided one (100 – 150 words). Candidates will be provided with the situation and the purpose for writing, as well as some relevant information. The second task will be longer and more open-ended (200 – 250 words). Pictures and other forms of graphic representation may be used in setting tasks.

Candidates will be required to do one or more of the following:

(i)  to express their own views, feelings and ideas, imaginative and otherwise;

(ii)  to describe and discuss their own experiences;

(iii)  to respond to, reflect upon, evaluate and make use of given information;

(iv)  to modify a written draft so that the modified text makes sense and reflects a correct use of language.


The text produced by the candidate should be appropriate to the context, purpose and/or audience in terms of content, style and use of language.


For assessment purposes, consideration will be given to the relevance and adequacy of the content; the planning and organisation of the ideas; the accuracy and appropriacy of punctuation, vocabulary and language patterns; and the appropriacy of tone, style, format and register.


It should be noted that the incorporation of copied or memorised material, relevant or irrelevant, will be severely penalised.

Paper 2 
Listening and Integrated Skills (2 hours)





(30%)

There will be a variety of listening, reading and writing tasks based on the same theme. At least one of the writing tasks will require candidates to produce an extended piece of writing (100 – 200 words).


Candidates will be required to process information by selecting and combining data from both spoken and written sources in order to complete various listening and writing tasks in a practical work or study situation. All the information necessary to complete these tasks will be provided.

A variety of spoken and written input material will be used, including conversations, telephone messages, interviews, lectures, articles, letters, tables, graphs and flowcharts.


Assessment will be based on how well candidates complete the tasks, taking into account appropriacy to the purpose and context, relevance and organisation where applicable. Language will be assessed in terms of the extent to which the use of sentence structures, vocabulary, spelling and punctuation supports or interferes with successful communication.

Paper 3 
Speaking








(15%)
Part A
Group discussion (preparation: 5 minutes; discussion: 6 minutes per group)

Four candidates will be grouped together and will take part in a group discussion based on given prompts. These prompts may be in prose form or may be presented graphically, in tables, graphs, flow charts, pictures and so on. Candidates may be required to make suggestions, give advice, make and explain a choice, argue for and/or against a position, or discuss the pros and cons of a proposal. The emphasis will be on effective communication rather than on task completion.


Candidates will be given five minutes for preparation and will be allowed to make notes. During the discussion they may refer to their notes.

Part B
Individual response (one minute per candidate)

Each candidate will respond individually to an examiner’s question(s), which will be based on the group discussion task. Candidates may be required to make and justify a choice, decide on and explain a course of action, argue for or against a position, and so on.


Candidates will be assessed on the quantity, quality and organisation of their ideas; the clarity and accuracy of their pronunciation and delivery; the appropriacy and accuracy of their vocabulary and language patterns; and their ability to establish and maintain interaction in both parts of the speaking examination.
School-based Assessment








(15%)

This component will consist of a reading/viewing programme where students will need to read/view three texts over the course of two years (one each from three of the following four categories: print fiction, print non-fiction, non-print fiction and non-print non-fiction), write up some comments and personal reflections, and then take part in a discussion with classmates on the texts they have read/viewed, or make an individual presentation and respond to their teacher’s questions, which will be derived from their written personal comments. The assessment will be based on the student’s oral performance. The reading/viewing/writing will only serve as the means to this end and will not be assessed.


An annotated bibliography of recommended texts will be provided to facilitate teachers in the choice of appropriate texts for their students. Texts of a range of difficulty levels will be included. Teachers can choose texts from the recommended list or use any other texts they find appropriate for their students. Texts should be chosen according to the text selection criteria provided.


Teachers need to conduct two assessments, one in S4 and one in S5, and report two marks, one at the end of each school year. The assessments can be either group discussions or individual presentations or both.


Guidelines on suitable assessment tasks and assessment criteria will be provided, as well as samples of performance to illustrate assessment formats and standards.
(

You are an S5 student, and you and your classmates are going to sit the HKCEE 2009. 





Discuss the syllabus with your group. You may want to talk about:





which part of the examination is the most difficult


which part is the most important


how to prepare for the examination


anything else you think is important











HINT! Want and wish have similar meanings, but they fit different patterns, and they each may fit more than one verb pattern. 





want [with object], [with infinitive], etc. 


wish [with infinitive], [with clause], etc.



























































like





to read





reading





that I can read





enjoy








