Daf-A-Week, A Daf Yomi Alternative

I have a Torah dream. I want to suggest a daily learning program that I believe can have a tremendous benefit for the Torah community. The program is modeled after Daf Yomi, but the pace is a Daf a week instead of a Daf a day. The trade off for the slower pace is that the schedule includes review and allows more time to delve into the Sugyos more thoroughly. I want to stress that this is a daily learning program. The slower pace does not mean less learning. My dream is to popularize Daf-A-Week. Below I will detail a suggested weekly schedule.

Please pardon my chutzpah for promoting this program. When Daf Yomi was started, a Godol B’Yisroel started it. Although I may be out of place getting on this soapbox, I feel that I have gained much satisfaction from my learning since starting this program. I want to share my thoughts and present the benefits for others to consider.

Klal Yisroel has seen the great growth in Torah emanating from the dream that Rav Meir Shapiro, zt”l, had in the 1920s when he established the Daf Yomi program. The Kiddush Hashem of the worldwide celebration of the last Siyum HaShas is still fresh in my mind.

Following the Daf Yomi regimen has many benefits. Among them are:

· Assures that a day will not go by without Torah learning 

· A structured way of going through Shas with clearly defined goals 

· A unifying project that connects Klal Yisroel. The synergy of everyone learning the same Gemara gives chizuk to all involved 

· Shiurim around the world almost guarantee that someone traveling will be able to find a Daf Yomi Shiur 

· Daf Yomi has had a positive effect on thousands of people. I salute all those who are benefiting from it and encourage others to join.

However, Daf Yomi is not for everyone. For some, the pace is simply too quick, and for many, their schedules do not allow enough time for review. As the last Siyum Hashas approached, I was in a quandary as to whether to join Daf Yomi. After weighing the pros and cons, I decided to start learning Daf-A-Week, or as I affectionately call it, become a Daf Weekling. I tried to mimic many aspects of the Daf Yomi program in order to reap its benefits. If my dream comes to fruition and the project gains popularity, more Daf Yomi benefits will be shared.

I do not view this as a break from Daf Yomi, but rather as an extension of it. I purposely set up the schedule to be from Wednesday to Tuesday rather than the more natural Sunday to Shabbos in order to be in sync with the Daf Yomi. Daf- A-Week began Wednesday, March 2nd with Daf Yomi’s twelfth cycle and its first cycle will iy”H conclude together with Daf Yomi’s eighteenth cycle (Adar A 9, 5817 / Feb. 13, 2057). In my dream, Daf Yomi and Daf-A-Week morning Shiurim will share the same pot of coffee.

Iy”H on Wednesday, Iyar 19, 5766 / May 17, 2006, we will be starting Gemara Shabbos. I would like to encourage anyone interested in starting, to come aboard. Better still, I encourage groups to get together and form Shiurim or Chaburahs. If there is any way I can be of assistance by providing schedules, or anything else, please contact me at 973 614-0275 or DafAWeek@yahoo.com.

Thank you,

Shlomo Abrahams

This is a sample schedule. Every group or individual would obviously have to customize it to their own needs.

Wednesday: Learn the first quarter of the Daf three times

Thursday: Review the first quarter of the Daf. Learn the second quarter of the Daf three times

Friday: Review the second quarter of the Daf. Learn the third quarter of the Daf three times

Shabbos: Review the third quarter of the Daf. Learn the fourth quarter of the Daf three times

Sunday: Review the fourth quarter of the Daf. Review the first half of the Daf three times

Monday: Review the second half of the Daf three times

Tuesday: Review the full Daf three times

With this schedule the Daf is reviewed ten times. In addition, over the week, review the daf from ten weeks ago
