Statue Making
An article written by Chandra Shakya*

(A contribution to cultural heritage, enrichment to arts and crafts of Nepal, a way of livelihood, a way of popularizing Nepal in the World map, a way of earning foreign currency, a way of contributing to path leading to world peace).

Statue making involves a series of work domains such as molding, chiseling and carving, electroplating/gilding and painting. Usually, a certain craftsperson/artisan is involved with one type of work domain as mentioned earlier. In other words, there are some distinct groups of craft persons who do the work of molding. Actually the artisans who do molding works do the primary job of making wax model at first. So they are the ones who are responsible in giving shape to the object, which means the quality of any statue depends upon the richness of artistry or skill of the wax model maker. But, it is true that now there is prevalence of making moulds such as rubber moulds and others and the persons just get several statues out of one mould easily. This trend is usually for small statues. Copying by others is one conspicuous deterrent fro innovative artist in the statue making circle. Bu it is also interesting to find that the Buddhism background provides vast area of arts as it has very rich and bewildering ramifications to different sects with several Gods and beliefs. However, if you start studying or practicing a little deep into Buddhist philosophy, you will find that the same beliefs or philosophy are being treated or presented in different styles and ways across the different sects.

Very first understanding of Buddha Dharma begins with recitation of taking refuge and understanding of Buddha, Dharma and Sangha (known as Triple Gems). The Buddha is represented by various Buddha images. Dharma is represented by scriptures. Sangha is represented by Bodhisattvas and Bhikshus.

Buddha Shakyamuni revealed many different means to attain enlightenment and to attain liberation from cycle of birth and death. Later the followers gave birth to different sects based on their beliefs and choice of path. Hinayana Buddhism is considered as lesser vehicle while Mahayana Buddhism is considered greater vehicle based on the richness of concept being embedded within. The path of taking secret refuge is more pronounced in Vajrayana tradition which is derived from the later. The knowledge of Dharmakaya, Sambhogakaya and Nirmanakaya would pave away the way to understand why there are so many deities and gods in Buddhism.

To state here some representation of Dharmakaya, the first and important one would be a stupa or caitya for Dharmakaya is not the form of body but a Clear Light. The meaning of Clear Light means self-cognizant and unfabricated original wakefulness primordially present in the mind stream of all sentient beings. However, in Tibetan Nyingmapa tradition, Dharmakaya aspect is depicted in painting as Adi-Buddha Smantabhadra/Samantabhadri form. According to Swayambhu Purana, the system of Adi-Buddha was originated in Nepal itself in the form of a flame of fire, which is Clear Light.

Likewise, one of Sambhogakaya representations is Vajradhara, which is depicted holding a vajra and a bell. The Kargyudpa lineage of Tibetan Buddhism begins with the Buddha Vajradhara, which means each individual in this tradition, consider Buddha Vajradhara as the root Guru. The Renowned Guru Tilopa is said to have received Mahamudra instruction directly from Buddha Vajradhara through visions and other extraordinary means.

Another Sambhogakaya representation is Vajrasattva. Vajrasattva is also regarded as Adi-Buddha by Nepalese Vajracharyas and a very popular tulelary deity worshipped by means of Gurumandala puja. It has father-mother aspect. Generally this form is not exhibited in open. It is being secretly kept for initiated ones in Highest Yoga Tantra. Vajrasattva is said to have been originated from seed syllable Hum and is generally invoked for removal of obscuration of Kleshavarana and Jneyavarana. The hundred-syllable mantra is believed to be very efficacious in purifying our defilement through confession practice.

Some of other popular Sambhogakaya representations are the Five Tathagatas viz. Vairochana Buddha, Akshobhya Buddha, Ratna Sambhava Buddha, Amitabha Buddha and Amogh-siddhi Buddha, Medicine Buddha (Bhaisajyaguru Tathagata) Aparimita Buddha, etc.

There is a long list of Gurus who are associated with Buddhism especially the Tibetan. The names of some popular ones are Gurau Nagarjuna, Guru Padma-sambhava, Guru Naropa, 
Guru Atisha, Guru Marpa, Guru Milarepa, Guru Tsongkhapa, Guru Sakya Pandita, etc.

Likewise, some of popular Bodhisattvas are Samantabhadra Bodhisattva, Vajrapani Bodhisattva, Manjushree Bodhisattva, Maitreya Bodhisattva, Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva, etc. Now, these Bodhisattvas have different other forms which include the popular images of Tara as well.

There are several deities of anuttara yoga tantras. To name a few, they are Kalachakra deity, Hayagriva, Yagambara, Cakrasamvara, Hevajra, etc. Some dakinis are Vajrayogini, Vajravarahi, etc. There are other deities of wrathful nature who are considered to be protector deities such as Yamantaka, Acala, Mahabala, Mahakala, etc.

A very short glimpse of deities/images that are related to Buddhism presented above shows that there is a wide scope of statue making. The very fact that Nepal is so rich in Buddhism culture and history which is so live even today, makes it a very right place for making authentic statues which can then be exported to nook and corners of the world wherever needed.

*Written and presented by Chandra Shakya, who is associated with Dharma Arts and Crafts of Nepal (DACON). He can be reached by email – dacon123@yahoo.com.
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