June 10, 2007

Letter to the Author
Dear Sherry Garland, 


I enjoyed your book “Shadow of the Dragon” very much. I am very inspired by your writing and the topic that you choose to write about. The book really made me feel like I could connect with the main character (Danny). I felt like I could connect with Danny in many ways because I know where he is coming from. I too come from a Vietnamese family and go through similar troubles that he has to come across too. 


If you did not choose to write about the Vietnamese heritage what other heritage would you have wrote about? What made you choose the Vietnamese culture? Did you enjoy writing this book? How did you learn so much about the Vietnamese ways of living? Do you have any relatives that may be Vietnamese? 

When I finished this book I felt like Danny was a relative of mine. I felt sorry for Danny and the lost of Sang Le. I felt like I wanted to help out the Vo family some how but it was just a story. Even though this was just a story I know many people that can relate to this story to make it a true story. I have a lot of respect for you for bringing true life situation into a book for teenagers to read.  I am interested in any other books that you plan on writing about the Vietnamese heritage. This story has changed me in some ways.  For example it taught me some values in life like helping out my parents when they need it. It taught me to respect my elders more because it the right thing to do. It also showed me that hanging around with bad influence will only lead you to more bad consequences that will not make your parents happy.

I am very curious on how you came up with the story line for this book. It was a fantastic book and it was probably one of the fastest books I have read. Each time I got into the book I did not want to stop reading because I wanted to see what would happen next. I really like how you used Vietnamese vocabulary in the book because I knew what you were talking about.  I would be more than excited if you made a sequel to this book and show how Danny is doing after the incident with Sang Le. I would like to see where he goes with his life and how his family improves in America. 

I have also read one of your other books “Ox”. That book was also an inspiring book. I could also relate to that book in many ways because my parents have gone through the same struggles as the main character did. I would like to ask you if you have visited Vietnam before. If you have visited Vietnam what did you think about the country and the people? Did you try any rare and unique fruits or foods? I myself have not gone back to Vietnam yet but I want to experience it. 

I look forward to many more of your books and I hope that you come out with a sequel of “Shadow of the Dragon”. Keep writing books on educating teenagers and also letting them connect with the characters in some ways.
