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Outline

In the 1920s the Ku Klux Klan was known for lynching. They were a Klan that was created in order to try and get slavery back.
I. Creation 

A. The original Ku Klux Klan was created after the end of the American Civil War on December 24, 1865.
1. Spreading through Southern States.

B. From 1866 to 1867, the Klan began breaking up black prayer meetings

1. The Klan sought to control the political and social status of the freed slaves.

II. Activist

A. Klan intimidation was often targeted at schoolteachers and operatives of the federal Freedmen's Bureau.

1. Black members of the Loyal Leagues were also the frequent targets of Klan raids.

B. An 1868 proclamation by Gordon demonstrates several of the issues surrounding the Klan's violent activities.

1. Gordon stated that the Klan was a peaceful organization.

III. Decline and Suppression

A. The first Klan was never centrally organized.

1. Although the Klan was being used more often as a mask for nonpolitical crimes, state and local governments seldom acted against it.

B. In 1871, President Ulysses S. Grant signed Butler's legislation, the Ku Klux Klan Act.

1. Under the Klan Act, federal troops were used rather than state militias.

