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Establishment of the Ku Klux Klan

In the 1920s the Ku Klux Klan was known for lynching and burning of homes. They were a Klan that was created in order to try and get slavery back.  They were also formed to be in opposition to the extension of voting rights to Blacks, and other actions to put segregation to an end.

The creation of the Ku Klux Klan came shortly after the American Civil War on December 25, 1865.  The Ku Klux Klan quickly reached into just about every southern state. They launched what was called a "reign of terror" against both black and white Republican leaders.  “From 1866 to 1867, the Klan began breaking up African American prayer meetings” (Ku Klux).  The Klan wanted to be in charge of the political and social status of the freed slaves. “The Ku Klux Klan is going to make this a white man’s country” (The Educational). This is an example of how the blacks viewed the Ku Klux Klan. “The Klan was made up to be in command of the political and social status of the freed slaves.  Mostly to help the blacks” (Constitution and).  The Ku Klux Klan did almost the opposite of everything it was supposed to be made up to do.

The Klan terrorizations were often targeted at school teachers.  Black members of the Loyal Leagues were also the frequent targets of Klan raids. “An 1868 proclamation by Gordon demonstrates several of the issues surrounding the Klan’s violent activities” (Ku Klux).  There were proclamations because the Klan was getting too violent and they got away with most of the destruction that they did, therefore the people raised their voices and demanded that something should have been done about the Klan and their out of control raging. “Instead Gordon stated that the Klan was a peaceful organization” (Ku Klux).  Gordon was trying to cover up for the Klan, he was for the Ku Klux Klan and believed that the things they were doing were right.
The first Klan was never centrally organized. As a secret or "invisible" group, it had no membership rosters, no dues, no newspapers, no spokesmen, no chapters, no local officers, no state or national officials. Its popularity came from its reputation, which was greatly enhanced by its outlandish costumes and its wild and threatening theatrics. (Ku Klux)
They were just an underground Klan that was known to go around and do outrageous harm to black, Jews, and communist.  They were even known to go as far as killing African Americans who served in World War I. “In addition, Klan groups also took part in lynchings, even going so far as to murder Black soldiers returning from World War I” (Ku Klux).  “In the 1920s and 1930s a party of the Ku Klux Klan called the “Black Legion” was extremely active in the Midwestern U.S. The Black Legion wore black uniforms instead of wearing white robes” (The Educational). The Black Legion was the most vicious and passionate division of the Klan and were distinguished to target and assassinate communists and socialists.
          “Although the Klan was being used more frequently as a cover for nonpolitical crimes, state and local governments hardly ever acted in opposition to it” (Constitution And).  As a consequence of these scandals, the Klan fell out of public support in the 1930s and departed from political activity. 


The Ku Klux Klan has some resemblance to The Great Gatsby in some ways. For example During the 1920s was the revitalization of the Ku Klux Klan and The Great Gatsby was set during that time period. During The Great Gatsby era, it was written in the “jazz age”. The jazz age was also the time when African Americans started to grow in cultural achievements and became the prime targets of the Ku Klux Klan. The characters in The Great Gatsby also show some concern about ethnic distinction because it showed that Fitzgerald was fairly racist and anti-Semitic.  These situations relate to The Ku Klux Klan because they were also anti-Semitic, racist, and they were also against Jewish people along with communists.
Although frequently still discussed in present-day American, in the present day the group are only known to be in the form of isolated scattered groups with a overall membership totaling up to no more than a few thousand.

During the 1920s the membership numbered up to about four million. In the 1924s it raised to about six million. The numbers started to drop during the 1930s, 1970s, and 2000’s from about thirty thousand to two and three thousand members still associated. After the fall apart of the second Klan, the name "Ku Klux Klan" began to be used by a numerous of other independent groups. (Ku Klux)

Overall the Ku Klux Klan was not a great success and did not accomplish what it was thought to do.  They caused more harm then god in everybody’s point of view but white folks.
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