Hi, I’m Crystal Trahan, and I’ve chosen the topic of Animal Cruelty because it is something that isn’t taken as seriously as it should be. Animals play a big part in everyone’s life and I think that they should get the proper treatment that they deserve. I will be discussing some stories with you, and telling you how animal cruelty should be stopped and how we can help stop it.

Animal Cruelty


What comes to mind when you hear the word ‘Animal’? Do you think of a four-legged creature that roams around night after night, digging into your garbage in search for its next meal? Or do you think of the four-legged friend that you share your bed with night after night? Hold that thought for a second. Now, what do you think when you hear the words ‘Animal Cruelty’? Think what you will. But remember, we are not the ones suffering from this sickening and childish crime.
Passive and Active-The difference in Cruelty:

Passive cruelty is cruelty classified as neglect. Passive, or commission, as is it often referred to, is when an act of cruelty is committed by neglecting an animal by starvation, dehydration, allowing the collar or harness to grow into an animal’s neck or body, failing to provide veterinarian care when the animal is ill or hurt, leaving the animal outside with no shelter in extreme weather, and leaving wounds uncared so that they become infected and irritating to the animal. Active cruelty is intentional cruelty. Active, or commission, as it is often referred to, is when the person deliberately goes out of their way and hurts an animal. This act has been often referred to as NAI, which means ‘Non Accidental Injury’. Some acts of Active cruelty include beating the animal with your hands, kicking the animal, beating them with some sort of weapon, setting them on fire, decapitating them, maiming them, throwing them against walls-these are just to name a few. 
Animal Cruelty in our Daily Lives:


Animals are like you and I in a lot of ways. They hear, they see, they feel, and they bleed. But in some other ways, animals are not like us. When they are feeling sad, they can’t tell us their problems. When they hurt, they can’t tell us where the pain is. When they are being beat, they can’t say ‘That hurts, please stop.’ After hearing this, something else comes to mind: When a human being kills another human being, they are arrested, charged, and put in jail. When a human being kills an animal, it’s usually waived as a misdemeanor. They get a little fine and a slap on the wrist after they are told ‘Don’t let it happen again.’ If the animal doesn’t die, it goes back to its original owner to have the same thing happen to it again. Is this right? Everyday you read in the newspaper and hear on the news about people being killed and how their murderers get a 25 years to life sentence. What we don’t really hear about is how animal cruelty has taken many lives of helpless animals. For every human that dies, there is double the number of animals that have fallen victim to animal cruelty. But does it really matter? To some, yes. But to others, ‘It’s just another ‘dumb’ animal.’ At this point, I don’t think the question is ‘Is it right or wrong?’ The question is ‘Would you like it done to you? Would you like to be starved, left in a hot car with windows rolled up in the hot summer heat, be tied outside with no shelter in the dead of winter, or beat nearly to death because you didn’t sit when you were told to?’ Think about all of these questions for a second. Picture yourself in the animal’s position. Animal cruelty has been a part of our lives for a long time. We, ourselves may not be the ones committing this shameful crime, but we are just as guilty when we do not speak up. We have to be the voice for those who cannot speak for themselves. Every time we choose to keep silent, another animal falls victim to Animal Cruelty. Please take note that this harmful crime is happening to thousands of our helpless friends on four legs around the world because, just like you, someone else kept quiet. 
The Sad Truth about Puppy Mills:


Puppy mills are facilities where purebred dogs have litters after litters of puppies. The dogs are caged in small cages where they are forced to live in their own urine and feces. Most of the puppies born in puppy mills have severe health problems and are the product of interbred parents. The dogs in puppy mills have minimal vet care, very low quality food and shelter, lack of human bonding and socialization, over crowded cages and crates, and lastly, the unwanted dogs are killed off to make more room. Only half of the dogs bred in puppy mills are brought to pet stores or sold to the public. The other half die from the conditions of the mill’s poor living conditions, hypothermia, starvation, or other horrors of transport. In 1994, Time magazine estimated that 25% of puppy mill dogs had genetic problems. Most of the dogs that are sold in puppy mills are purebred and are registered with organizations like the Canadian Kennel Club (CKC), the American Kennel Club (AKC), and the Canine Federation of Canada (CFC). The only good thing about a puppy mill is that the puppies get a chance to have a better life than their mothers when they are sold to pet stores because they are out of the cruel and inhumane living conditions at the mills. But if you are looking for that special dog, please do not get a puppy mill puppy. You’re asking for severe health problems and severe complications. 
China’s Meat Market:

Animal cruelty comes in many different forms. There is the usual abuse and neglect that we live with everyday, but there is cruelty over in China that makes our cruelty look humane. In China, it’s an everyday thing to burn dogs and puppies alive. They use torches on the canines to burn their fur off. If they don’t die while they are being burned, they are killed and their meat is sold at a meat stand where you can buy raw dog meat or cooked dog meat. As the dogs wait in their final hours, they are kept in small crates, where they are crowded together. The Chinese people think that burning a dog alive and torturing the poor animal is fun and they do it with pride. After the animals are killed, the Chinese tie them onto the back of their bicycles and transport them though town to the meat market. If this is not inhumane, what is?  
The hurt behind the act:


As a kid, we all loved to go to the circus to watch the animals do all those wonderful tricks and entertain the crowd. But, it’s not all fun and games behind the curtain. These animals are treated poorly and are no stranger to cruelty. When they are transported from city to city, they are confined in small cages and chained to the bars. They live in their own feces and have very little food between stops. Now, have you ever wondered how these talented animals learn their tricks? They do have trainers who teach them to do the tricks and acts, but most of the time, these trainers are not easy on the animals. They tend to use very abusive and excessive training techniques towards these animals. Some animals have been beaten to death because they couldn’t learn the act properly. At a circus in 1994, a baby elephant died after being pushed into doing two shows while being very ill. This could have been prevented if the circus animals had regular veterinarian checks.
The Fur Trade:


And finally, I’d like to discuss the ever growing cruelty in the Fur business. Everyday, harp seal pups are killed for their fur. It is wrong and cruel. These little pups are just weeks old and they are killed selfishly. Raccoons, Fox, Mink, and Wolves, just to name a few animals, are also victims of this shameful crime. In China, you can now get cat fur coats and dog fur coats. The dogs and cats are hauled in crates in the back of trucks and when they arrive at their destination, they are thrown off the trucks in their crates. Some throw the crated animals off the tops of buses. This can cause the animals to shatter their legs and hurt themselves severely. This whole fur trade has gone too far. There is no need to kill animals for fur. People are not meant to wear fur, animals are. It takes 40 mink to make one fur coat and that is the smallest women’s mink coat available. Then there is the killing of beavers for the pelts. That is cruel. We wouldn’t like it if we were killed for our skin. This is an act of cruelty that doesn’t have to be. It is senseless and inhumane. And when I say this, it is true. There are plenty of nylon winter coats and hats out there. Why do you need to wear fur? It costs a lot of money. Do you realize that when you wear fur on your back, it’s like blood on your hands? You may not have killed the animals that were used to make that coat, but you’re supporting the killers by buying the coat and wearing it. 
There are so many different acts of animal Cruelty. These are just a few that I have mentioned. But, no matter how different these cruelty acts are, they are still acts of cruelty, and for that, they should be stopped. There are several different ways we can help stop animal cruelty. We can protest against the fur trade to help stop the killing of animals for their fur. We can contact our local shelters, the police or the veterinarian office when we witness animal cruelty. There are so many different ways that we can help stop this shameful and inhumane crime, but the most important thing you can do is speak up because our voice is our strongest weapon. As long as our voices are not heard, no action will be taken against this crime. So, let’s use our voices and help stop this crime that has already gone too far. Help stop animal cruelty and let the animals look forward to their tomorrows.  
