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Getting Rid of Bookworms

  “Who is the president of America?” The question seems to be too easy to answer. You can know that from various kinds of media, like books, TV, newspapers, etc. However, those highly educated ones in Hong Kong may reply, “I don’t know. I had never been taught on this issue. How can I know?” Quite ironical it seems. But this phenomenon is prevalent in society. Teenagers in HK are just like bookworms, who only learn things from textbooks. World knowledge and common sense are just strangers to them.

  Neglecting world knowledge and common sense can be a serious problem. Whenever students are asked a question that they have not encountered before, they do not know how to tackle it. They lack creativity and cannot think independently. They even cannot learn from the reality which is performed in other parts of the world. The standard of living will eventually decline if the situation is not improved. Steps mentioned in the followings should be taken in order to enrich our teenagers’ world knowledge.

  The easiest medium to get information of the world is through newspapers. Although it is the easiest one, people may neglect it. You can know what happens all around the world from newspapers. In addition, you may sometimes get background information of a country when something special happens there. Moreover, a lot of information provided by the newspaper is just common senses. If you read more newspapers, both your world knowledge and common sense can be enriched.

  Teenagers should take part in more extra curricular activities. There is a wide range of extra curricular activities for you to join in fact. Every kind of it lets you know more. For instance debating allows you to know a lot of things around you through the process of discussion. Playing ballgames, though it seems not to be informative, also allows you know more about safety in sports which is a very important kind of common sense.

  Furthermore, you can also enhance your world knowledge by discussing with peers, teachers or parents. Discussion not just arouses your interest in finding out various aspects of an event happening in world, but also lets you have knowledge that you had never contacted with. Discussion with teachers or parents is even better because teachers and parents usually know more than you do and you can learn a lot from them.

  For what I have discussed, they are useless if teenagers remain as passive as now. Teens should be more active towards the world but should not think that the things are not related to them. In fact, you can learn a lot of world knowledge and common sense form everything you encounter if you mean to learn it. For the most fundamental way of knowing about the world, you just need to ask and remember. Isn’t it an easy task? I hope youngsters would be aware of the importance of common sense and world knowledge now. When I ask who the president of America is again, I hope everyone can give me the correct answer with great certainty.

