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Education Crisis in Hong Kong

The Education Department to notorious for its unsuitable bureaucratic measures to teacher students. It is condemned for its over-emphasis on public examinations for years. Consequently, students become bookworms as they are coerced to recite the stuff of the materials of the syllabus and do considerable number of homework. I am writing to discuss the acute problem triggered from this phenomenon and suggest some ways to alleviate it.

It is ostensibly true that teenagers lack world knowledge and common sense as a result of the education system in Hong Kong. As mentioned before, students only focus on their examination but lack a caring heart to our society. They have ignored many practical skills in real-life situation as these are not included in the syllable. Generally speaking, the majority only concerns the issues around them such as their favourite singers or entertainment far more than the issue in the world. It is said to be insignificant and boring to them.

A survey conducted on telephones by students of the Chinese University of the Hong Kong reveled that as many as 60% of students aged between eleven to nineteen do not know the route to some major places in Hong Kong, 65% do not know the figures are quite agitating because these exemplify students in Hong Kong lack rudimentary world knowledge and common sense.

On top of that, the syllabus of education in Hong Kong is suffocating and revision of the materials assigned by teachers engages most of the time of the students. Therefore they found it time-consuming to keep in touch with the world affairs and do not have the initiatives to learn other aspects of matters.

Nevertheless, how can the teenagers broaden their horizons and acquire common sense and world knowledge?

In fact, they should get into the habit of reading newspaper daily especially the editorial because newspaper can provide the latest essence of the information about the world. When time passes by, they will know more about the world.

Furthermore, they should adopt a critical learning approach rather than focusing on the topics of the examinations during their leisure. For instance, they should acquire knowledge from different fields such as music, arts or sports by means of enrolling some related courses during their long vacation. By doing so, they will find out the differences between theoretical hypothesis and practically. Actually, common sense can be acquired from proceeding the execution of some tasks rather than sitting all day long to write and read. Students will discover that the world is very gigantic and many different things cannot be learnt from textbooks. They would acquire many practical skills in tackling tasks in their real-life situation as they encounter some authentic problems. Also, they will have a sense of thinking widely from different channels to solve the problem.

I hope the students in Hong Kong can alter their attitude from that of an exam-oriented one to one that broadens their horizons and learn extensively. They should know that learning is a life-long process which helps them keep in touch with the world. They will have more benefits if they learn more, won’t they?

