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     Nowadays, the English standard of most HK students has been declining. Many lectures and teachers have also complained about the deteriorating situation. In my opinion, there are a number of factors leading to the problem.

      First of all, the main reason is the native language of HK students, Cantonese. As Cantonese is the native language, students have got used to the Cantonese language structure since they were young. When they learn English, as it is not their mother-tongue which is not so widely spoken in their daily life, they are not familiar with the language. They start to write or speak English just translating the Cantonese words into English, which is usually called ‘Chinglish’. This inappropriate method results in the low English standard of most HK students.

      Besides, the popularity of the Internet is also an important factor for the falling English standard. As the Internet has become more and more popular today, most students have computers at home. In addition to finding information from the Internet, many students play ‘ICQ’. It is a chatting room in a computer which enables you to send the message to your friends. Normally, if you type correct English, surely it would not affect your English standard. In fact, your English will be improved as you use it frequently. However, the trend of playing ‘ICQ’ now is using a special language, which is neither Chinese nor English, but mixing both Chinese and English. Most students use ‘ICQ’ to chat with their friends by typing English letters, or they just use short form, and ignore about grammar. There is already little chance for HK students to speak or write English in their daily life. If they do not make use of their leisure time such as playing ‘ICQ’ to write more correct, how can they improve their English? If they continue to use ‘Chinglish’ or ‘modified’ English, how can they maintain a satisfactory English standard?

       As I said before, we must do something regarding the deteriorating situation. But what can we do? How can we improve our English standard?

       No matter what methods we use to improve English. There is always a principle underlying all the methods – “Practice makes perfect”. Try to speak more, write more and listen to more English every day.

       To improve our English, we can start from our daily habits. For example, you can watch English programmes or simply English news or weather reports. As there are Chinese subtitles on the screen, try to hear what the reporter says, to know more about the language structure of English, and learn it. As a result, our English standard will improve by having constant exposure and practice.

        Moreover, reading newspaper every day is also an effective way to improve English. By reading newspaper, you can learn a lot of vocabulary, and a number of sentence structure. It doesn’t mean that you have to learn all of the vocabulary every time; you just spend some time reading it every day, learning a few words at a time. Gradually, you will have a surprising result. It is because while reading, you memorize structure of English. When you write English, you will notice that your sentence structure have improved a lot.

         Furthermore, try to speak more English and write more English. Although you have learned a number of vocabulary items and sentence structures, it is of no use if you do not practice it. For example, you can chat with your friends in English, talk to your teachers in English, writing letters to pen friends, or following the new trend, playing ‘ICQ’. The more you practice, the better the English standard you will have.

          Above all, being hard-working is the key to success. No matter how good the method is, without constant practice, it is no use. Therefore, you have to keep reading, listening and writing English all the time.

           English is the most common used language in the world. It is necessary for us to speak and write fluent English if we want to compete with others. As we know about the factors and the solutions to the declining English standard, we should take action to improve English. Let’s strike hard for our future!

