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High Mark, Low Intelligent Quotient?

“High mark, low intelligent quotient”. What does it mean? This a phrase used to describe a person who can get high marks in exams while not having world knowledge and common sense which is essential in daily life. Nowadays, Hong Kong’s youngsters are often criticized as “high marks but low intelligent quotient” and bookworms of textbooks. Is this criticism justified? In this essay, I will try to examine whether it is true and explain briefly the reasons for this phenomenon, and suggest the possible ways for teenagers to enrich their knowledge.

First of all, there are many clues proving the truth of this phenomenon. When a student or a school-leaver is asked about the current issue happened recently in HK, he/she will tell you that it is not necessary to know it since it will not be tested in exams. Or when the light in a room suddenly goes out, they will only sit and wait for help instead of solving the problems on their own as the ways to deal with this kind of situation are not stated in textbooks. Obviously, this unhealthy phenomenon exists in Hong Kong after seeing the above examples. That is to say that most HK teenagers are bookworms of their textbooks.

In order to remedy the situation, we should find out the reasons why it happens. This situation is probably one of the results of the exam-oriented education in Hong Kong. Students in HK only study for exam so their knowledge is limited to what is included in the syllabus. From their point of view, the knowledge out of syllabus is useless and therefore it is not necessary to learn about it. As current issue is not included in syllabus, they will not bother to read newspaper. Besides, teenagers nowadays have a variety range of entertainment. Only few of them will choose to go to library or search for information on the Internet in their spare time. Most of them regard reading books other than textbooks as a waste of time. This also limits the field of their knowledge. As a result, teenagers in Hong Kong become “bookworms” of their own textbooks and incapable of handling problems in daily life on their own.

After knowing the root of this problem, we can think of the solutions correspondingly.

First of all, teenagers should read newspaper every day so that they can keep pace with this ever-changing world. They should try to have their own point of view to current issue and compare their opinion with those stated in the editorials. By doing so, their independent thinking skills can be developed.

Apart from that, teenagers should also enrich their own knowledge actively. They should go to the library in their spare time to borrow books which are related to the knowledge that is not stated in textbooks. They can develop particular interest in certain aspects such as painting and photography. If they think that it is not convenient to go to the library, they can surf the Internet for the information they want. Although these kinds of knowledge are not included in syllabus, they should not ignore them since these skills and knowledge may be useful to them one day in the future.

Moreover, teenagers should take part in more extra-curricular activities as well. For instance, they can visit Science Museum so as to learn about the latest technology. They can go to exhibitions on specific topics in order to widen their horizons and enlarge their field of knowledge. Through these kinds of activities, they can acquire skills and knowledge that they cannot learn form textbooks.

I hope the above measures will remedy the situation before it is too late. No one wants the future pillars of HK to become bookworms of textbooks, do you? When this happens, the next generation will not be capable of coping with any new ideas and discovery. A society without creativity will not have progress anymore. Do you think so?

