1. Describe how to do an advanced search in AltaVista or Google. Do not write out a comparison of two advanced searches. Use specific examples as you describe how to do an advanced search using just one of the engines. The examples you use should be related to the theme of your web site so that you can use them in some way on your site.

 ☞ AltaVista is one of the most used search engines on the internet.  Once I had to find critical information about the poet A.E.Housman and his poem “Is my team ploughing”.  And I used “MSN Search” which is my favorite internet search engine. The reason I frequently use this site is that it has lots of information and also it ranks the sites by their popularity.  It’s trustful.  However, this time it was different.  Of course I got whole bunch of sites, but most of them were not good for my critic.  Without any expectation, I typed www.altavista.com on the address bar.  And as before I typed “housman+is my team ploughing” as key words, the result came out in better order for me.  I don’t know if this order is based on popularity, but the thing is most of the sites in the first pages of my search results were very useful for my critic.

As I’m making my web page about Sweden, when you fill the keyword “Sweden”, you can find a neat list of information, which are classified by the different parts- travel, economy, language and so on.

Next, tell which engine (Google or Alta Vista) you find user-friendlier, and describe its features. This does involve a comparison, but not a detailed one. Focus on the features of the engine that you like best, not on why it is better than the other.
☞ I found Alta Vista more friendlier. AltaVista has an “Advanced Search” which accept logical expressions, commands that limit the search to specific elements of the Web, such as the HTML title or a specific server.  It also provides users with various languages, a range for date of modification.

2. a. Choose one of the meta-search engines to study in detail. Read about it on our chart and on the engine's site, and describe the features in your own words. 
☞ I chose the www.vivisimo.com .  

As I wanted to search information about “dance”, I typed the word “dance”.

They showed 175 different sites – they were classified into different categories at the left part of the page. So, I could easily manage to find the information of “Dance Club”.

Also, it was divided into the different sorts of dances. For example, Swing Dance, Latin Dance, etc. Actually, I found this search engine helpful for finding information for my personal web page. (I will describe at the next question.)

http://vivisimo.com/search?query=dance&se=Yahoo%2CMSN%2CFast%2CNetscape%2CWiseNut%2CLooksmart&x=40&y=5 

 
   b. Use this meta-search engine to find information related to the theme of your web site. Describe your search procedure. What operators did you type in the query box and why? Describe the results of your search. Be sure to list the name or names of sites where you found useful information and their URLs.
☞ And as my theme is related with Sweden, I wanted to find the detail information of the education of this country- one of the most important reason our family stayed there. http://vivisimo.com/search?query=Karolinska&se=Yahoo%2CMSN%2CFast%2CNetscape%2CWiseNut%2CLooksmart&enablejs=1&x=36&y=11. In this engine’s site, they introduce the institutes and library, researches. I found the medical course part, that my father took and also other various fields of knowledge. It’s really well-organized. I think this will give you various information clearly in every part. 

3. Which of the following search engines do NOT allow you to use truncation? 
Google, AllTheWeb, AltaVista, HotBot, Academic Info
☞ AllTheWeb, Academic Info

4. Which of the following search engines require you to use capitalization in Boolean searches? 
Google, AllTheWeb, AltaVista, HotBot
☞ AltaVista is case-sensitive. If you use lower case letters, both lower case words and capitalized words will be searched. If you use capitals, only capitalized words will be searched. 

(resources from http://www.windweaver.com/searchguide2.htm)

5. How are asterisks used in Google phrase searching?
☞ The asterisks are in the name exactly as - they don't stand for anything - they are asterisks. It is used like keyword*.example.com/keyword*.html . 
http://www.webmasterworld.com/forum3/3056.htm 

6. Describe how you would type a search to find the following information. Type exactly what you would in the query box of a specific engine (keywords and search operators). Use two different engines for each of the following searches. Be sure to test your answer to verify that it returns the desired results.
a. Information about Chihuahua dogs but not Mexico. 

First, I typed the word “Chihuahua” at the AskJeeves.

http://www.ask.com/main/askjeeves.asp?ask=chihuahuha&o=0&x=31&y=23
And also typed “ Chihuahua dogs but not Mexico” at HotBot. 

http://www.puppyshop.com/caninebreeds/chihuahu.htm
The Chihuahua is the smallest breed of the dog in the world and was named after the state of Chihuahua in Mexico. It moves very swiftly with saucy expression. The breeders recommend adopting this puppy between the ages of 4-12months. 

b. Information about how to make ice cream at home.
First, I typed “how to make ice cream at home” in the query box of Google.

http://www.monticello.org/jefferson/dining/at.html 

And I typed also “how to make ice cream” at Yahoo.

http://www.kidsdomain.com/craft/icecream.html
 # (question changed to) What are some fields you would use to find topics related to the theme of your web site?

I would find articles and information sites that can be helpful to know about the country Sweden and also travel information. As, I will mention, I thought vivisimo and Britannica has quite good organization in the way they show the list of sites. 

http://vivisimo.com/search?query=sweden&se=Yahoo%2CMSN%2CFast%2CNetscape%2CWiseNut%2CLooksmart&x=36&y=4
http://www.britannica.com/search?query=sweden&ct=&fuzzy=N
7. Tell in your own words what "stop words" are.
☞ Stop words are words that many search engines don’t stop for when searching titles and texts on the web. Examples are: a, and, as, an, at, be, if, into, it, to, if, etc. But not all search engines recognize the same stop words and their list can and do change frequently. Google has a stop word list but recognizes stop words within phrases surrounded by quotation marks. 

http://www.sc.edu/beaufort/library/lesson6.html 

8. When does Google search common stop words?
☞ Google has a stop word list but recognizes stop words within phrases surrounded by quotation marks, e.g., “to be or not to be” or “what you see is what you get”.

(resources from http://www.sc.edu/beaufort/library/lesson6.html)

9. What are "related searches" called on the following search engines? 
Google : similar pages
AllTheWeb : narrow your research

AltaVista : related pages

HotBot : related catagories

10. Which of the subject directories on our chart is most useful to you in finding information related to your website or major, and why? Be sure to include this information on your site either under the About Me section or in some other way.
☞ I think the encyclopedia of the Britannica site is most useful. They have many useful sites that can give us social, economic, historic and educational information. Maybe I can find some articles that can be helpful to my website. 

http://www.britannica.com/search?query=sweden&ct=&fuzzy=N 

11.  What is the Invisible Web and why would you use it? [image: image1.png]
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☞ The Invisible Web : Finding Hidden Internet Resources Search Engines Can’t See. Many people are unaware that most of the authoritative information accessible over the Internet is invisible to search engines like AltaVista, HotBot, and Google. It includes a directory of some of the best resources the Invisible Web has to offer. The directory includes resources that are informative, of high quality, and contain worthy information from reliable information providers that are not visible to general-purpose search engines.
We generally like to compare the resources available on this Web to a good collection of reference works. This challenge goes on with some key resources. 

http://www.invisible-web.net/ 

