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Agreement of The Easter Account in the Four Gospels
Time passes 0 fadt. Just days ago, we ydled, “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” Now we are
remembering that crucid event that changed higtory for dl mankind, the resurrection of

our Lord, Jesus, the Chrigt.

The event is recounted through severa accounts given in the Gospels. As expected of
witnesses, or scribes of witnesses, each tells the story of that wonderful Easter Day in his
own words. Each writer reports different facets of a common event, as the Holy Spirit
ingpired him.

At the vigtation of Bishop Clifton Danid to St. Joseph's Episcopa Church, Fayetteville,
on 03 April 2005, he preached the wonderful Gospel message. He made the point,
“Chrigtians do not believe Jesus is dive because the tomb is empty. Chrigtians believe the
tomb is empty because Jesusisdive”

Bishop Daniel remarked that the gospel accounts are not in agreement of events
following the observation that the stone was rolled away.

Thefollowing is my comparison of the accounts. | have retained the order within each
account, parsing phrases into a table to make easy the task of reconstructing the sequence
of events. The consstency of the accounts is astounding. Each one contributes details,
adding vaue to our understanding of the events of that wonderful morning. The accounts
below have been taken from the Revised Standard Version. | have occasiondly omitted
an introductory word, replaced a personal pronoun with a name, or changed punctuation
to end a sentence.

The Acts of the Apostles begins with an ever-so-brief summary of the highlights of this
event:

In the first book, O The-oph'ilus, | have dedt with al that Jesus began to do and
teach, until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commandment through
the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. To them he presented himsdlf
dive after his passon by many proofs, gppearing to them during forty days, and
gpesking of the kingdom of God. And while staying with them he charged them not to
depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you
heard from me, for John baptized with water, but before many days you shdl be
baptized with the Holy Spirit.”

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you &t thistime
restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or
seasons which the Father has fixed by his own authority. But you shal receive power
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shdl be my witnessesin Jerusdem
and in dl Judea and Sama riaand to the end of the earth.” And when he had said this,
as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sght. And
while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by themin
white robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This
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Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw
him go into heaven.”

On Eagter morning,

M atthew Mark Luke John Notes

After the When the

Sabbath Sabbath was

past,

toward the Onthefirst day

dawn of the of the week

firgt day of the

week

Mary Mary Mary Women

Mag ddene Mag' dalene, Mag ddene preparing to go
to tomb.

and the other and Mary the

Mary mother of

James,

and Sdo'me

bought spices,

so that they

might go and

anoint him.

Very ealy Women
enroute to
tomb.

on thefird day Onthefirst day

of the week, of the week,

went to seethe | they wenttothe | at early dawn, cameto the
sepulcher. tomb they wenttothe | tomb early,
tomb, whileit was
dill dark,
when thesun

had risen.

taking the
spiceswhich
they had
prepared.

They were Conversation

saying to one before arriving

another, at tomb.

“Who will rall

away the stone

for usfromthe

door of the
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tomb?’
And behold, The stoneis
therewasa rolled away.
great
earthquake;
for an angd of
the Lord
descended from
heaven
and came and
rolled back the
stone,
and sat upon it.
His appearance
was like
lightning, and
his rament
white as snow.
And for fear of
him the guards
trembled and
became like
lead men.
And looking up,
they saw Andthey found | And saw
that the stone the stone rolled that the stone First
wasrolled back. | away from the had beentaken | observation of
tomb, away from the the stone
tomb. having been
rolled away.
It was very
large.
So sheran,and | Mary fetches
went to Simon Peter and
Peter and the John.
other disciple,
the onewhom
Jesus loved,
and said to
them,
“They have
taken the Lord
out of the tomb,
and we do not
know where
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they havelad
him.”

Peter then came
out with the
other disciple,
and they went
toward the
tomb. The both
ran, but the
other disciple
outran Peter
and reached the
tomb first.

Peter and John
arive a the
tomb.

Stooping to
look in, he saw
the linen doths
lying there, but
he did not go
in.

John looksin
the tomb
without going
in.

Then Smon
Peter came,
falowing him,
and went into
the tomb; he
saw thelinen
cothslying,
and the napkin,
which had been
on his head, not
lying with the
linen doths but
rolledupina
place by itsf.

Peter goesinto
the tomb.

Then the other
disciple, who
reached the
tomb firgt, dso
went in, and he
saw and
bdieved; for as
yet they did not
know the
scripture, that
he mugt rise
from the dead.

John entersthe
tomb.
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Thenthe Peter and John
disciples went depart.
back to their
homes.
But Mary stood | Mary remains.
weeping
outsde the
tomb, and as
she wept, she
stooped to look
into the tomb;
Theangd sad Compassionate
to the women, angel outsde
the tomb.
“Do not be
afrad:
For | know that
you seek Jesus
who was
crucified.
Heisnot here;
For heisrisen.
Ashesad.
Come,
see the place
where he lay.
Entering the But when they Women enter
tomb, went in the tomb.
they did not
find the body.
While they were
perplexed by
this,
behold, two and she saw Angdsinthe
men stood by two angels tomb.
them
They saw a
young man
gtting on the
right Sde,
dressedina in dazzli in white, Stting
white robe; appard; where the body
of Jesus had
lain, one a the
head and one at
Curtis|. Caldwell 07 April 2005




Page 6

of 27
Matthew Mark Luke John Notes
the feet.
and they were and asthey
amazed. were frightened
and bowed their
facesto the
ground,
Hesadtothem, | Themensadto | They sadto
them, her,
“Woman, why Conversation
areyou inddethe
weeping? tomb between
Mary
Mag' dalene
and an angdl.
Shesadto
them, “Because
they have taken
away my Lord,
and | do not
know where
they havelad
him.”
“Do not be
amazed.
“Why do you
seek theliving
among the
dead?”’
Y ou seek Jesus
of Nazareth,
who was
crucified.
Remember how
he told you,
while he was
dill in Gdlileg,
that the Son of
man
must be
ddivered into
the hands of
anful men,
and be
crucified,
and on the third
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day rise”

He has risen.

Heis not here.

Seethe place
where they lad
him.

Saying this, she
turned round
and saw Jesus
ganding, but
she did not
know thet it
was Jesus.

Jesus appears
to Mary.

Jesus said to
her, “Woman,
why areyou
weeping?
Whom do you
seek?’

Supposing him
to bethe
gardener, she
sadto him,
“Sir, if you
have carried
him away, tell
me where you
havelad him,
and | will take
him away.”

We do not
know why
Jesus was not
recognizable.

Jesus said to
her, “Mary.”

Sheturned and
sadtohimin
Hebrew, “Rab-
bo'ni!” (which
means
Teacher).

Jesussaid to
her, “Do not
hold me, for |
have not yet
ascended to the
Father;

And they
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remembered his
words,
Thengo Go, but go Thefirg
quickly command to
Spread the
Easter news
was given to
Mary.
and tel his tel hisdisciples to my brethren Only Peter and
disciples and say to John know the
them, | am tomb is empty.
ascending to Others need
my Father and | yet to be told.
your Father, to
my God and
your God.”
and Peter Peter had seen
the empty
tomb aready,
but does not
know it is
empty because
Jesusisrisen.
Peter isto be
told where to
go to see
Jesus.
that he has risen
from the dead.
Behold, heis that heisgoing Jesus future
going before before you to itinerary, but
you to Gdlilee. Gdileg not his next
stop.
There you will There you will
seehim. seehim,
as hetold you.”
Lo, | havetold
you.”
They departed | They went out And returning Thewomen
quickly and fled depart the
tomb.
from the tomb from the tomb from the tomb
with fear for trembling
and grest joy, and
astonishment
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had come upon
them;
and they sad Sad nothing to
nothing to anyonethey
anyone, for they did not know
were afraid. and trust.
Afrad of the
temple
authorities?
and told dl this Thewomen
tothedeven told thedeven
and to dl the and other
rest. followers.
When herose
ealy
on thefirs day
of the week,
he appeared first Explanatory
toMary referenceto an
Mag' dalene, earlier event.
from whom he
had cast out
seven demons.
And ran. She went Now it was Mary
Mary Mag daene
Mag daene went
and Jo-anna
and Mary the
mother of James
and the other
women with
them
totdl his and told those whotoldthisto | and said to the
disciples who had been the aposdtles; disciples, “I
with him, have seen the
Lord”; and she
told them that
he had said
these thingsto
her.
Asthey
mourned and
wept
when they heard
that
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hewas dive

and had been
seen by her,

These words
seemed to them
anidetae,

they would not
bdieveit.

and they did not
bdieve them.

The deven did
not believe
Jesus was
dive.

That very day,

two of them

Two followers.

weregoingto a
village named
Emma us, about
seven miles
from Jerusdem,

and taking with
each other about
al these things
that had

happened.

While they were
talking and
discussng
together,

After thishe

appeared in
another form

Jesus himsdlf
drew near and
went with them.
But their eyes
were kept from
recognizing
them.

Jesus appears
fotwo
followers.
Again, we do
not know why
they did not
recognize
Jesus.

to two of them,

as they were
waking into the
country.

And he sad to
them, “What is
this
conversation
which you are
holding with
each other as
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you walk?’

And they stood
dill, looking
sad

Then one of
them, named
Cle opas,
answvered him,
“Areyou the
only vigtor to
Jerusdem that
does not know
the things that
have happened
therein these
days?’

One of the
followersis
Cleopas.

And hesadto
them, “What

things?’

Andthey sad to
him,
“Concerning
Jesus of
Nazareth, who
was a prophet
mighty in deed

and word before

God and dl the
people, and how
our chief priests
and rulers
ddivered him
up to be
condemned to
death, and
crucified him.
But we had
hoped that he
wastheoneto
redeem Israd.
Yes, and
besdesdl this,
it isnow the
third day since
this happened.
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Moreover, some
women of our
company
amazed us.
They were a
the tomb early
inthemorning
and did not find
his body; and
they came back
saying that they
had even seen a
vison of angels,
who sad that he
was dive.

Some of those
who werewith
us went to the
tomb, and found
it just asthe
women had
sad; but him
they did not
see”

And hesaidto
them, “O
foolish men,
and dow of
heart to believe
dl that the
prophets have
spoken! Wasiit
not necessary
that the Christ
should suffer
these things and
enter into his

glory?

Beginning with
Mosesand dl
the prophets, he
interpreted to
themindl the
scriptures the

things

Jesus reviews
Scriptures
(Old
Testament)
that speak of

him.
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concerning
himsdlf,

So they drew
nesr to the
villageto which
they were
going. He
appeared to be
gaing further,
but they
constrained
him, saying,
“Stay with us,
for it istoward
evening and the
day isnow far
spent.” So he
went in to Say
with them.

When hewas at
table with them,
he took the
bread and
blessed, and
brokeit, and
gaveit to them.

Jesus breaks
bread with
followers.

And their eyes
were opened
and they
recognized him;
and he vanished
out of ther
gght.

Jesus
vanished.

They sad to
each other, “Did
not our hearts
burn within us
while he talked
to us on the
road, while he
opened to usthe
scriptures?’

They went back
and told therest,

And they rose
that same hour
and returned to

Thefollowers
on theroad to
Emmausdid
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Jerusdlem; and not include
they found the one of the
eleven gathered eeven.
together
and those who Jesus has
were with them, dready
who sad, “The appeared to
Lord hasrisen Peter. This
indeed, and has another event
appeared to that was not
Simon!” recorded.
Then they told “They” arethe
what had two followers
happened on the on the road to
road, and how Emmaus,
he was known which did not
totheminthe include Peter.
breaking of the
bread.
but they did not
believe them.
Ontheevening
of that day, the
firs day of the
week, the doors
being shut
where the
disciples were,
for fear of the
Jews,
Asthey were
saying this,
And behold, Jesus himsdlf Jesuscameand | Jesus appears
Jesus met them stood among stood among to the disciples
them. them in Jerusdlem,
but not with
Thomas
present.
But they were
dartled and
frightened, and
supposed that
they saw a
Spirit.
and said, And he said to and said to
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them,

them,

“Hall!”

“Peace be with
you.”

“Why areyou
troubled, and
why do
questionings
risein your
hearts? See my
hands and my
fed, that itisl
mysdf; handle
me, and see; for
aspirit has not
flesh and bones
asyou seetha |
have.”

When he had
sad this, he
showed them
his hands and
hissde.

Jesus has
followers
touch him.

And they came
up

and took hold
of hisfeet

Andwhilethey
dtill disbdieved
for joy, and
wondered,

Thenthe
discipleswere
glad when they
saw the Lord.

He said to them,
“Haveyou
anything hereto
eat?’ They gave
him apiece of
broiled fish, and
he took it and
ate before them.

Jesus estsin
front of them.

and worshiped
him.

Then Jesus said
to them,

Then hesaidto
them,

“Theseare my
wordswhich |
spoke to you,
whilel was ill
with you, that
everything
written about
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mein the law of
Moses and the
prophets and the
psams must be
fulfilled.”

Then he opened
their mindsto
understand the
scriptures, and
said to them,
“Thusitis
written, that the
Christ should
suffer and on
the third day
rise from the
dead,

Jesus reviews
with disciples
the Old
Testament
scriptures
concerning
himsdif.

and that
repentance and
forgiveness of
sgnsshoud be
preached in his
nametodl
nations,
beginning with
Jerusdem.

You are
witnesses of
these things.

Jesussaid to
them again,
“Peace be with
you. Asthe
Father has sent
me, even 0 |
send you.”

Behold, | send
the promise of
my Father upon
you;

And when he
had said this, be
breathed on
them, and said
to them,

Jesus gives the
Holy Spirit to
the disciples.
This precedes
the event of
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“Receivethe Pentecost,
Holy Spirit. If Acts2. Thisis
you forgivethe | before Jesus
ansof any, ascended.
they are
forgiven; if you
retain thesins
of any, they are
retained.”
but stay in the Apparently,
city, until you “power from
are clothed with onhigh” is
power from on Separate from
high.” receiving the
Holy Spirit.
“Do not be
afrad,;
Q
and tdl my
brethren
to go to Gdlileg,
and therethey
will sseme”
Then heled
them out asfar
as Bethany,
Now Thomas, Thomas
one of the expresses
twelve, cdled doubt. Recdll
the Twin, was that othersadso
not with them doubted
when Jesus earlier. What
came. So the isdifferent is
other disciples | that Thomas
told him, “We gateshe will
have seen the not believe
Lord.” But he unlesscertain
sad to them, conditions are
“Unlessl seein | fulfilled.
his hands the
print of the
nails, and place
my finger inthe
mark of the
nails, and place
Curtis|. Caldwell 07 April 2005
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my hand in his
sde, | will not
believe”
Afterward he Eight days
appeared to the later, his
eleven discipleswere
themsaves as aganinthe
they st e table house, and
Thomas was
with them. The
doorswere
shut, but Jesus
came and stood
among them,
and said,
“Peace bewith
you.”
And he
upbraided them
for ther
unbelief and
hardness of
heart, because
they had not
believed those
who saw him
after he had
risen.
Thenhesadto
Thomas, “Put
your finger
here, and see
my hands, and
put out your
hand, and place
itinmy sde
do not be
faithless, but
believing.”
Thomas We are not
answered him, told that
“My Lord and Thomas
my God!” actudly did
fed Jesus.
Jesussaidto Jesus say's
Curtis|. Caldwell 07 April 2005
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him, “Haveyou | Thomas
bdieved bdieved
because you because he
have seen me? | saw Jesus. The
Blessed are main point is
thosewho have | that those who
not seen and bdieve
yet believe” without seeing
are blessed.
Now Jesus did
many other
sgnsinthe
presence of the
disciples, which
are not written
in this book;
but these are
written that you
may believe
that Jesusisthe
Chrigt, the Son
of God, and
that believing
you may have
lifein hisname.
Thedeven
disciples
went to Gdlileg, Roughly a60
— 70 miletrip,
waking.
After thisJesus | Jesus appears
reveded tothe
himsdf aganto | fishermen
thedisciplesby | disciples
the Sea of Peter, Thomas
Tiberi-as; and the Twin,
he reveded Nathand, sons
himsdf inthis of Zebedee,
way. Simon and two other
Peter, Thomas | disciples (one
cdled the ispossbly
Twin, Nathana- | John).
d of Canain
Gdileg, the
sons of
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Zebedee, and
two others of
his disciples
were together.
Simon Peter
sad to them, “I
amgoing
fishing.” They
sadto him,
“Wewill go
with you.”
They went out
and got into the
boat; but that
night they
caught nothing.

Just as day was
breaking, Jesus
stood on the
beach; yet the
disciplesdid
not know that it
was Jesus.

Jesussaid to
them,
“Children, have
you any fish?’

Jesustdls
disciples
whereto fish.

They answvered
him, “No.”

Hesadto
them, “Cast the
net on the right
Side of the boat,
and you will
find some.”

So they cast it,
and now they
were not ableto
haul it in, for

the quantity of
fish,

Thedisciple
whom Jesus
loved said to
Peter, “It isthe
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Lord!”

When Smon
Peter heard that
it wasthe Lord,
he put on his
clothes, for he
was stripped for
work, and
gorang into the
sea.

But the other
disciples came
in the bodt,
dragging the

net full of fish,
for they were
not far from the
land, but about
ahundred yards
off.

When they got
out on land,
they saw a
charcod fire
there, with fish
lying onit, and
bread.

Jesus dready
hed fish.

Jesus said to
them, “Bring
some of thefish
that you have
just caught.”

So Simon Peter
went aboard
and hauled the
net ashore, full
of largefish, a
hundred and
fifty-three of
them; and
dthough there
were so many,
the net was not
torn.

Jesus said to
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them, “Come
and have
breakfast.”

Now none of
the disciples
dared ask him,
“Who are
you?’ They
knew it wasthe
Lord.

Jesus came and
took the bread
and gaveit to
them, and s0
with thefish.

Thiswasthe
third time that
Jesus was
reveded to the
disciples after
he was raised
from the dead.

Third

appearance of
Jesusto

disciples.

When they had
finished
breakfast, Jesus
saidto Smon
Peter, “Simon,
son of John, do
you love me
more than
these?’

Jesusto Peter:
Do you love
me? Feed my
lambs, tend
my sheep, feed
my sheep.

Hesad to him,
“Yes, Lord;
you know that |
loveyou.”

Hesad to him,
“Feed my
lambs” A
second time he
sadto him,
“Smon, son of
John, do you
love me?’

He sad to him,
“Yes, Lord:;
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you know that |
loveyou.”

Hesadto him,
“Tend my
sheep.” He said
to him athird
time, “Simon,
son of John, do
you love me?’

And hesaidto
him, “Lord, you
know
everything; you
know thet |
love you.”

Jesus said to
him, “Feed my
sheep.

Truly, truly, |
say to you,
when you were
young, you
girded yoursdlf
and walked
whereyou
would; but then
you are old,
you will dretch
out your hands,
and another
will gird you
and carry you
where you do
not wish to go.”
(Thiswas said
to show by
what degth he
wasto glorify
God.) And after
thishesad to
him, “Follow
me.”

Jesus foretdls
Peter’ s death.

Peter turned
and saw
following them

Peter asks
about John.
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the disciple
whom Jesus
loved, who had
landoseto his
breast at the
supper and had
said, “Lord,
whoisit that is
going to betray
you? When
Peter saw him,
he said to Jesus,
“Lord, what
about this
man?’

Jesus sad to
him, “If itismy
will that he
remain until |
come, what is
that to you?
Follow me!”

Thesaying
spread abroad
among the
brethren that
thisdisciple
was not to die;
yet Jesus did
not say to him
that he was not
todie, but “If it
ismy will thet
he remain until

| come, what is
thet to you?

Pay attention
to what Jesus
actudly says.
It has
precedence
over sayings of
thedisciples.

Thisisthe
disciplewho is
bearing witness
to these things,
and who has
written these
things, and we
know that his
teimony is

Often assumed
to be John.
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true.
But there are
aso many other
thingswhich
Jesus did; were
every one of
themto be
written, |
suppose that the
world itsdf
could not
contain the
books that
could be
written.
to the mountain
to which Jesus
had directed
them.
When they saw
him, they
worshiped him,
but some Stll some
doubted. doubters.
Jesus came
and sad to And hesaidto
them, them
“All authority
in heaven and
on earth
has been given
to me.
Go therefore “Go Great
and commission.
make disciples
of dl naions, into dl the
world
and preach the
gospd to the
whole cregtion.
He who bdieves
and is baptized
will be saved;
but he who does
not believe
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will be
condemned.
baptizing them
in the name
of the Father
and of the Son
and of the Holy
Spirit,
teaching them
to observe
dl that | have
commanded
you,
And these Sgns
will accompany
those who
bdieve
In my name
they will cast
out demons;
they will spesk
in new tongues,
they will pick
up Serpents.
If they drink any
deedly thing, it
will not hurt
them.
They will lay
their handson
thesick, and
they will
recover.”
Andlo, | am
with you
aways,
to the close of
the age.”
And lifting up Ascension
his hands he
blessed them.
While he
blessed them,
Then the Lord
Jesus, after he
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had spoken to
them
was taken up he parted from
into heaven, them, and was
carried up into
heaven.
and sat down
a theright hand
of God.
And they
returned to
Jerusdemwith
grest joy, and
were
continudly in
the temple
blessng God.
They went forth
and preached
everywhere,
While the Lord
worked with
them
and confirmed
the message
by the Sgnsthat
attended it.
Amen.
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