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Resolution 37

The Church and the Modern World - The Church Militant

The Conference urges all Church people to look upon their membership of Christ in the Church as

the central fact in their lives. They should regard themselves as individually sharing responsibility

for the corporate life and witness of the Church in the places where they live. They should

discharge this responsibility and give a distinctive witness

(a) by the regularity of their attendance at public worship and especially at the Holy Communion;

(b) by the practice of private prayer, Bible reading, and self-discipline;

(c) by bringing the teaching and example of Christ into their everyday lives;

(d) by the boldness of their spoken witness to their faith in Christ;

(e) by personal service to Church and community;

(f) by the offering of money, according to their means, for the support of the work of the Church, at

home and overseas.

Thus there will be in every locality a living centre of Christian faith, witness, and fellowship.
Resolution 39

The Church and the Modern World - The Christian Way of Life

The Conference affirms that wholeness of personality can be attained only in so far as a man is

consciously associated with Jesus Christ. This wholeness necessitates membership of the perfect

society, the Kingdom of God proclaimed by Christ. The growth of that Kingdom is advanced by all

honest and rightly directed work and service in every sphere of art and science, politics and

industry. But it is the calling of the Church to act as God's special instrument in its extension

everywhere. It is therefore in the society of their fellow Christians that men will find an adequate

purpose in life, an assurance of their individual worth, and the power to become true men.
Resolution 40

The Church and the Modern World - The Christian Way of Life

The Conference values the witness given by those who, in response to a special vocation, keep

themselves apart from the life of the world. But we believe that Christians generally are called by

God to take their part in the life of the world, and through the power of God's grace to transform it.
Resolution 41

The Church and the Modern World - The Christian Way of Life

The Conference believes that the unity in Christ which exists between Church people ought to find

more definite expression outside the church building, and we urge the members of every

congregation to seek for opportunities of expressing their unity by the undertaking of common

tasks.
Resolution 42

The Church and the Modern World - The Christian Way of Life

The Conference reminds members of the Church of the grievous fact that many among their

friends and neighbours are in no vital contact with the Christian religion; and we urge them so to

prepare themselves by prayer and thought that they may be able by the help of God to use every

opportunity to bring others to Christ in his Church.
Resolution 44

The Church and the Modern World - The Christian Way of Life

The Conference draws attention to the grave moral and social evils that have arisen in many lands

through the prevalence of gambling on a vast scale. In view of these evils we urge that no Church

organisation should make money by gambling. We deprecate the raising of money by the state or

by any organisation through sweepstakes and similar methods, however good may be the object

for which the money is raised; and we warn men and women of the danger of acquiring the habit of

gambling, which has led in so many cases to the deterioration of character and the ruin of homes.
Resolution 112

Baptism and Confirmation

The Conference acknowledges the faithful work which is done by the clergy generally in the

preparation of candidates for confirmation and recommends that the preparation of candidates for

confirmation should include, from their early years:

(a) participation, with their family, in regular worship in church and at home;

(b) group instruction in the Church's faith and practice;

(c) training in fellowship and service through membership of a parochial society or group.

They should be led on to accept a rule of life comprising daily prayer and Bible reading, regular

worship, and self-discipline, including alms-giving and personal service.
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Resolution 5

The Bible

The Conference welcomes every sign of the revival of Bible study within the common life of the

Church. It calls on all Church people to re-establish the habit of Bible reading at home, and

commends the growing practice of group Bible study.
Resolution 12

The Bible

In light of the previous eleven Resolutions the Conference invites the Churches of the Anglican

Communion to engage in a special effort during the next ten years to extend the scope and

deepen the quality of personal and corporate study of the Bible.
Resolution 57

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Prayer for Christian Unity

The Conference wishes to emphasise the importance of widespread prayer for the unity of all

Christian people, and commends to all Anglicans the observance of the Week of Prayer for

Christian Unity in the spirit of the late Abbe Paul Couturier, who taught many to pray for the unity of

Christ's people in the way he wills and by the means he chooses. It welcomes the remarkable

growth of such prayer and commends the formation of local groups of Christians of different

traditions for the purpose of promoting prayer for Christian unity.
Resolution 100

The Reconciling of Conflicts Between and Within Nations - The Church's Work of

Reconciliation

The Conference is convinced that the Church's work of reconciliation must be powerfully

expressed within the parish or local congregation. Consequently here it would lay emphasis upon

the following points:

(a) There is a need for Christians to understand more deeply the meaning of God's providence in

history and the ground of Christian hope, as distinct from a belief in automatic social progress. This

needs to be emphasised in preaching and teaching.

(b) There is need for persistent intercessory prayer, not only in general terms but specifically and

by name for those in positions of great responsibility. Such prayers should be offered for those in

nations which oppose us as well as those friendly to us.

(c) There is need to emphasise the disasterous effect on the common life of those who come to

the Lord's Table unreconciled to their neighbours and with bitterness towards them in their hearts.
We would recall that the Invitation to the Holy Communion is addressed to those who are "in love

and charity with their neighbours."

(d) Where there are divisions in the local community, the Christian congregation in that place

should face them fearlessly and, by the action of its members, should serve as an agent of

reconciliation.

(e) While there are many elements in the reconciling of conflicts, none are more important than the

character and conduct of individual people. Success or failure in any particular instance may in the

end depend on the individual: not only on his knowledge, his judgement, and his zeal, but also on

the spirit of Christ mirrored in a life which bears the marks of the cross and the fruits of the Spirit.
Resolution 122

The Family in Contemporary Society - The Christian Family

The Conference believes that a most important answer to the crushing impact of secularism on

family life lies in a return to the discipline of family prayer and in a faithful common Christian life in

the household. It urges that the clergy work towards this end by teaching both the privilege and the

means of such worship, and of Bible reading, in which fathers should take their due place with

mothers and children as members and ministers of a worshipping community.
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Resolution 4

The Contemporary Life of Prayer

The Conference affirms that the primary task of the Church is to glorify God by leading all mankind

into life in Christ, and that this always involves a continuous advance in the practice of prayer in

the Spirit; and therefore calls upon the clergy and laity of the whole Anglican Communion to join

with the bishops in their determination, in humble and penitent dependence upon God, to deepen

and strengthen their life of prayer, remembering always that our Lord's periods of withdrawal for

prayer were a prelude and preparation for his further service in the world that the Father might be

glorified.

To this end the Church should search to discover those forms of spirituality and methods of prayer,

both corporate and personal, which meet the needs of men and women today, such as those

expressed by Abbe Michel Quoist in his book "Prayers of Life." The Church should pay more

attention to the development of that capacity for silent prayer which exists in all her members, and

should encourage corporate and personal waiting upon God.
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Resolution 6

Prayer

Since prayer, both corporate and personal, is central to the Christian life, and therefore essential in

the renewal of the Church, the fulfilling of the Christian mission, and the search for justice and

peace, the Conference gives thanks for all who are endeavouring to increase and strengthen the

companionship of prayer throughout the world, and joins in calling the whole Christian community

to share personal prayer daily and corporate services of prayer on regular and special occasions.

We also invite all who desire and labour for justice and peace in this world to join with us each day

in a moment of prayerful recollection of the needs for a just peace among all people.
Resolution 7

The Holy Spirit and the Church

1. The Conference rejoices at the abundant evidence from many parts of the world that there is

renewed awareness of the power and gifts of God's Holy Spirit to cleanse, sustain, empower, and

build up the Body of Christ.

2. We have seen increased instances of parish life being renewed, of individual ministries

becoming effective agencies of God's power to heal and reconcile, of witness to the faith and

proclamation of the Gospel with converting power, and of a deeper involvement in the sacramental

life of the Church.

3. We rejoice at the prompting of God's Spirit within the many expressions of ecumenity among

Christians, for the new forms of Christian communal life springing up and for Christian witness on

behalf of world peace and the affirmation of freedom and human dignity.

4. The Conference, therefore, recalls the entire Anglican Communion to a new openness to the

power of the Holy Spirit; and offers the following guidance to the Church, in the light of the several

ways this Spirit-filled activity may be best understood and represented in the life of the parish.

(a) We all should share fully and faithfully in the balanced corporate and sacramental life of the

local parish church. Informal services of prayer and praise need this enrichment in the same way

as the sacramental life needs the enrichment of informal prayer and praise.

(b) We all should ensure that reading and meditation of the Bible be part of the normal life of the

parish and be accompanied by appropriate study of scholarly background material so that the

Scripture is understood in its proper context. Those who search to understand the scholarly

background material in their reading of the Bible should ensure that they do so under the guidance

of the Holy Spirit, so that the Scripture is understood in its proper context.
(c) We all should search out ways to identify with those who suffer and are poor, and be involved

personally in efforts to bring them justice, liberation, healing, and new life in Christ.

(d) We should remember always that the power of the Spirit is not to be presented as either an

exemption from suffering or a guarantee of success in this life. The road from Palm Sunday to

Pentecost must pass through Good Friday and Easter. It is at the cross that new life through the

Holy Spirit is found, and in the shadow of the cross that Christians must pray "Come, Holy Spirit."
Resolution 9

Stewardship

1. The Conference calls for continuing emphasis on stewardship teaching and practice. We urge

all Anglicans, especially in the western world, to review their value systems, so that life-styles may

become related to necessities rather than affluence and consumerism. We commend the biblical

principle of tithing as a guide for normal Christian living.

2. In the opinion of the Conference, the scriptural injunction "he who would be chief among you, let

him be the servant of all" requires bishops to reject pretentious life-styles and by example to lead

their clergy and people in the wise use of the personal resources and also those of the Church.

3. We ask that dioceses should increasingly share their financial resources (by a specific amount

each year) and skilled persons with those whose resources are more slender.
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Resolution 71

1988 Lambeth Call to Prayer

This Conference calls upon individuals, prayer groups, congregations, devotional organisations,

and religious communities to give renewed emphasis to the work of prayer. We call upon the

bishops of the Anglican Communion to give a strong lead in the ministry of prayer in all its forms,

so that we may know God's will for our time and be empowered for the mission of the Lord Jesus

Christ.

A Call to Prayer has been issued by the last two Lambeth Conferences. This encouragement for

prayer is even more essential as we meet the challenges of the coming years in the Anglican

Communion.
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Resolution I.10

Human Sexuality

This Conference:

a. commends to the Church the subsection report on human sexuality;

b. in view of the teaching of Scripture, upholds faithfulness in marriage between a man and a

woman in lifelong union, and believes that abstinence is right for those who are not called

to marriage;

c. recognises that there are among us persons who experience themselves as having a

homosexual orientation. Many of these are members of the Church and are seeking the

pastoral care, moral direction of the Church, and God's transforming power for the living of

their lives and the ordering of relationships. We commit ourselves to listen to the

experience of homosexual persons and we wish to assure them that they are loved by

God and that all baptised, believing and faithful persons, regardless of sexual orientation,

are full members of the Body of Christ;

d. while rejecting homosexual practice as incompatible with Scripture, calls on all our people

to minister pastorally and sensitively to all irrespective of sexual orientation and to

condemn irrational fear of homosexuals, violence within marriage and any trivialisation

and commercialisation of sex;

e. cannot advise the legitimising or blessing of same sex unions nor ordaining those involved

in same gender unions;

f. requests the Primates and the ACC to establish a means of monitoring the work done on

the subject of human sexuality in the Communion and to share statements and resources

among us;
g. notes the significance of the Kuala Lumpur Statement on Human Sexuality and the

concerns expressed in resolutions IV.26, V.1, V.10, V.23 and V.35 on the authority of

Scripture in matters of marriage and sexuality and asks the Primates and the ACC to

include them in their monitoring process.

APPENDIX

Resolutions of Sections and Regions referred to in Subsection (f) of Resolution I.10 (Human

Sexuality)

Resolution IV.26 from Section IV

This Conference, noting that no province of the Anglican Communion has voted to change the

traditional ethical teaching on homosexuality, in order to have and promote credibility with our

brothers and sisters in New Churches and Independent Christian Groups, receives and recognises

the Kuala Lumpur Statement on Human Sexuality as a contribution of the 'South - South

Encounter' to the Anglican Communion.

Note: This Resolution was not voted upon, as the Conference agreed to pass to next business.

Resolution V.1 from Central and East Africa Region

This Conference:

(a) believes in the primary authority of the Scriptures, according to their own testimony; as

supported by our own historic tradition. The Scriptural revelation of Jesus the Christ must continue

to illuminate, challenge and transform cultures, structures, systems and ways of thinking;

especially those secular views that predominate our society to day;
(b) consequently, reaffirms the traditional teaching upholding faithfulness between a husband and

wife in marriage, and celibacy for those who are single;

(c) noting that the Holy Scriptures are clear in teaching that all sexual promiscuity is a sin, is

convinced that this includes homosexual practices, between persons of the same sex, as well as

heterosexual relationships outside marriage;

(d) believes that in this regard, as in others, all our ordained Ministers must set a wholesome and

credible example. Those persons who practise homosexuality and live in promiscuity, as well as

those Bishops who knowingly ordain them or encourage these practices, act contrary to the

Scriptures and the teaching of the Church. We call upon them to repent;

(e) respects as persons and seeks to strengthen compassion, pastoral care, healing, correction

and restoration for all who suffer or err through homosexual or other kind of sexual brokenness.

(f) affirms that it is therefore the responsibility of the Church to lead to repentance all those who

deviate from the orthodox teaching of the Scriptures and to assure them of God's forgiveness,

hope and dignity.

Note: This Resolution was put to the Conference in the form of an amendment to Resolution I.10

and was defeated.

Resolution V.10 from the Latin American Region

This Conference recognises the importance of strengthening Christian family values, and thereby

reaffirms traditional Anglican sexual ethics.

Note: This Resolution was put to the Conference in the form of an amendment to Resolution I.10

and was withdrawn by the mover.
Resolution V. 23 from the South East Asia Region

This Conference receives the Kuala Lumpur Statement on Human Sexuality with gratitude as an

authentic expression of Anglican moral norms.

Note: This Resolution was not voted upon, as the Conference agreed to pass to next business.

Resolution V.35 from the West Africa Region

This Conference:

(a) noting that -

(i) the Word of God has established the fact that God created man and woman and blessed their

marriage;

(ii) many parts of the Bible condemn homosexuality as a sin;

(iii) homosexuality is one of the many sins that Scripture has condemned;

(iv) some African Christians in Uganda were martyred in the 19th century for refusing to have

homosexual relations with the king because of their faith in the Lord Jesus and their commitment

to stand by the Word of God as expressed in the Bible on the subject;

(b) stands on the Biblical authority and accepts that homosexuality is a sin which could only be

adopted by the church if it wanted to commit evangelical suicide.

Note: This Resolution was put to the Conference in the form of an amendment to Resolution I.10

and was defeated.
Resolution III.20

The daily offices

This Conference, affirming the importance of Bishops being faithful in the praying of the daily

offices, urges the bishops present at this Conference to re-commit themselves to this spiritual

discipline and to endeavour to encourage their clergy and people in the discipline of daily prayer.
Resolution III.22

Discipleship

This Conference -

a. affirms our trust in the power of God's Spirit to ensure that all persons are made full

disciples and equally members of the Body of Christ and the people or laos of God, by

their baptism;

b. while recognising the necessity of the ordained ministry and special responsibilities which

are given to various members of the Body, also recognises that all the baptised share in

the common priesthood of the Church;

c. notes that the life, practice, polity and liturgy of churches everywhere should exemplify this

understanding of our community and common life; and

d. affirms that in baptism all are called to personal commitment to Jesus Christ and should

be given education and opportunity for ministries which include worship, witness, service

and acts of forgiveness and reconciliation in the setting of their daily life and work.
