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Resolution 25

The Life and Witness of the Christian Community - Peace and War

The Conference affirms that war as a method of settling international disputes is incompatible with

the teaching and example of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Resolution 26

The Life and Witness of the Christian Community - Peace and War

The Conference believes that peace will never be achieved till international relations are controlled

by religious and ethical standards, and that the moral judgement of humanity needs to be enlisted

on the side of peace. It therefore appeals to the religious leaders of all nations to give their support

to the effort to promote those ideals of peace, brotherhood and justice for which the League of

Nations stands.

The Conference welcomes the agreement made by leading statesmen of the world in the names of

their respective peoples, in which they condemn recourse to war for the solution of international

controversies, renounce it as an instrument of national policy in their relations with one another,

and agree that the settlement of all disputes which may arise among them shall never be sought

except by pacific means; and appeals to all Christian people to support this agreement to the

utmost of their power and to help actively, by prayer and effort, agencies (such as the League of

Nations Union and the World Alliance for Promoting International Friendship through the

Churches) which are working to promote goodwill among the nations.
Resolution 27

The Life and Witness of the Christian Community - Peace and War

When nations have solemnly bound themselves by treaty, convenant or part for the pacific

settlement of international disputes, the Conference holds that the Christian Church in every nation

should refuse to countenance any war in regard to which the government of its own country has

not declared its willingness to submit the matter in dispute to arbitration or conciliation.
Resolution 28

The Life and Witness of the Christian Community - Peace and War

The Conference believes that the existence of armaments on the present scale amongst nations of

the world endangers the maintenance of peace, and appeals for a determined effort to secure

further reduction by international agreement.
Resolution 29

The Life and Witness of the Christian Community - Peace and War

Believing that peace within the nation and among the nations is bound up with the acceptance of

Christian principles in the ordering of social and industrial life, the Conference reaffirms the

Resolutions (73-80) of the Lambeth Conference of 1920, which deal with that subject. While there

is in many countries an increasing desire for justice and therefore a growing will to peace, the

world is still faced with grave social and economic evils which are an offence to the Christian

conscience, and a menance to peace. All these evils call for the best scientific treatment on

international lines, and also for a practical application of the principle of united service and selfsacrifice

on the part of all Christian people.
Resolution 30

The Life and Witness of the Christian Community - Peace and War

The Conference recognises with thankfulness the efforts made by the League of Nations to control

the drug traffic, and calls upon all Christian people to pray and to labour, as they have opportunity,

that measures may soon be devised, both by national and international action, which will

effectively limit the production, manufacture and sale of dangerous drugs, particularly opium,

cocaine and their derivatives, to the amounts required for scientific and medical purposes.
Resolution 36

The Unity of the Church - The Separated Eastern Churches

1. The Conference thanks Bishop Tourian for taking counsel with one of its committees on

the relations between the Church* and the Anglican Communion, and assures him of its

deep sympathy with the sufferings of his nation.

2. The Conference expresses its deep sympathy with the Armenian, East Syrian (Assyrian)

and West Syrian Christians in the hardship and suffering which they have endured since

the war, and earnestly prays that they may be given strength and courage in their efforts

for self-preservation, as well as that their rights may be fully secured as religious or racial

minorities in the territories in which they live.

3. The Conference welcomes the development of closer relations between the Anglican

Communion and the Separated Churches of the East which is recorded in its Committee's

Report, and earnestly desires that these relations may be steadily strengthened, in

consultation with the Orthodox Church, in the hope that in due course full intercommunion

may be reached.
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Resolution 9

The Church and the Modern World - The Church and War

The Conference reaffirms Resolution 25 of 1930, "that war as a method of settling international

disputes is incompatible with the teaching and example of our Lord Jesus Christ."
Resolution 10

The Church and the Modern World - The Church and War

The Conference affirms that it is the duty of governments to work for the general reduction and

control of armaments of every kind and for their final elimination, except those which may be

necessary for international police protection; but until such time as this is achieved, it recognises

that there are occasions when both nations and individuals are obliged to resort to war as the

lesser of two evils.
Resolution 11

The Church and the Modern World - The Church and War

The Conference urges that the use of atomic energy be brought under such effective international

inspection and control as to prevent its use as a weapon of war.
Resolution 12

The Church and the Modern World - The Church and War

The Conference appeals to all Christians to unite in working for the reconciliation of the nations

which have been at war, and urges the allied nations to agree without delay upon treaties of peace

with Germany and Japan, based on principles of justice.
Resolution 14

The Church and the Modern World - The Church and War

The Conference urges the statesmen of the world together with their people to do their utmost to

frame a world policy for the fuller development and juster distribution of the world's economic

resources, to meet the needs of men and women in all nations.
Resolution 15

The Church and the Modern World - The Church and War

The Conference believes that the nations of the world must have an organ of co-operation to which

each nation must be ready to yield some of its sovereignty, and trusts that the United Nations may

be used, strengthened, and improved to that end.
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Resolution 100

The Reconciling of Conflicts Between and Within Nations - The Church's Work of

Reconciliation

The Conference is convinced that the Church's work of reconciliation must be powerfully

expressed within the parish or local congregation. Consequently here it would lay emphasis upon

the following points:

(a) There is a need for Christians to understand more deeply the meaning of God's providence in

history and the ground of Christian hope, as distinct from a belief in automatic social progress. This

needs to be emphasised in preaching and teaching.

(b) There is need for persistent intercessory prayer, not only in general terms but specifically and

by name for those in positions of great responsibility. Such prayers should be offered for those in

nations which oppose us as well as those friendly to us.

(c) There is need to emphasise the disasterous effect on the common life of those who come to

the Lord's Table unreconciled to their neighbours and with bitterness towards them in their hearts.
We would recall that the Invitation to the Holy Communion is addressed to those who are "in love

and charity with their neighbours."

(d) Where there are divisions in the local community, the Christian congregation in that place

should face them fearlessly and, by the action of its members, should serve as an agent of

reconciliation.

(e) While there are many elements in the reconciling of conflicts, none are more important than the

character and conduct of individual people. Success or failure in any particular instance may in the

end depend on the individual: not only on his knowledge, his judgement, and his zeal, but also on

the spirit of Christ mirrored in a life which bears the marks of the cross and the fruits of the Spirit.
Resolution 101

The Reconciling of Conflicts Between and Within Nations - The Church's Work of

Reconciliation

The Conference urges all members of the Anglican Communion to further the ministry of

reconciliation by:

(a) developing deeper understanding and fellowship with churchmen of every land;

(b) extending the use of clergy and lay workers in lands other than their own, the exchange of

teachers and seminarians, and the participation by lay visitors in the Church life of the countries

they visit;

(c) the general use of the Anglican Cycle of Prayer to undergird this wider sense of community;

(d) participation everywhere in the wider community of all Christian people in the ecumenical

opportunities open to them.
Resolution 102

The Reconciling of Conflicts Between and Within Nations - Christian Citizenship

The Conference calls upon all Christian people to recognise their duty of exercising to the full their

responsibility as citizens in the national and international policies of their governments.
Resolution 103

The Reconciling of Conflicts Between and Within Nations - Christian Citizenship

The Conference calls upon all Christian people to strive by the exercise of mutual understanding,

calm reason, and constant prayer, to reconcile all those who are involved in racial, political,

economic, or other conflicts.
Resolution 105

The Reconciling of Conflicts Between and Within Nations - Sharing Material Resources

The Conference draws attention to the widespread poverty in many parts of the world; it notes with

thankfulness the measures taken to help under-developed countries to become self-supporting,

and calls upon Christians in more favoured lands to use their influence to encourage their

governments in the task of relieving poverty by a generous sharing of their material and technical

resources with those in need.
Resolution 106

The Reconciling of Conflicts Between and Within Nations - Modern Warfare and Christian

Responsibility

The Conference reaffirms that war as a method of settling international disputes is incompatible

with the teaching and example of our Lord Jesus Christ, and declares that nothing less than the

abolition of war itself should be the goal of the nations, their leaders, and all citizens. As an

essential step towards achieving this goal the Conference calls upon Christians to press through

their governments, as a matter of the utmost urgency, for the abolition by international agreement

of nuclear bombs and other weapons of similar indiscriminate destructive power, the use of which

is repugnant to the Christian conscience. To this end governments should accept such limitations

of their own sovereignty as effective control demands.

The Conference further urges the governments of the leading nations of the world to devote their

utmost efforts at once to framing a comprehensive international disarmament treaty, which shall

also provide for the progressive reduction of armed forces and conventional armaments to the

minimum necessary for the maintenance of internal security and the fulfilment of the obligations of

states to maintain peace and security in accordance with the United Nations Charter.
Resolution 107

The Reconciling of Conflicts Between and Within Nations - Modern Warfare and Christian

Responsibility

The Conference calls Christians to subject to intense prayer and study their attitudes to the issues

involved in modern warfare, and urges the Church to continue to consult regularly with scientists

and political leaders about the many problems of ethics and conscience which arise from

advances in nuclear research.
Resolution 108

The Reconciling of Conflicts Between and Within Nations - The United Nations

The Conference affirms the need for strengthening the United Nations and to this end:

(a) urges that serious consideration be given to the revision of its Charter, the more effective use

of, and respect for, the existing processes of international justice, and to the creation of adequate

means for enforcing its decisions;

(b) commends wholeheartedly the work done under the aegis of the United Nations, whereby the

skills and resources of member nations are made available for the benefit of the whole of

humanity;

(c) recommends that all Church people be asked to pray for God's blessing upon the officers and

declared purposes of the United Nations;

(d) urges that all Church people be asked to encourage community study regarding the

constitution, the plans, and the needs of the United Nations.
Resolution 109

The Reconciling of Conflicts Between and Within Nations - The United Nations

The Conference draws attention to the work of the Committee of the Churches on International

Affairs (within the World Council of Churches) and urges Anglicans to support its efforts to bring an

informed Christian opinion to bear on international issues.
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Resolution 8

War

This Conference

(a) reaffirms the words of the Conference of 1930 that "war as a method of settling

international disputes is incompatible with the teaching and example of our Lord Jesus

Christ";

(b) states emphatically that it condemns the use of nuclear and bacteriological weapons;

(c) holds that it is the concern of the Church

(i) to uphold and extend the right of conscientious objection;
(ii) to oppose persistently the claim that total war or the use of weapons however ruthless

or indiscriminate can be justified by results;

(d) urges upon Christians the duty to support international action either through the United

Nations or otherwise to settle disputes justly without recourse to war; to work towards the

abolition of the competitive supply of armaments; and to develop adequate machinery for

the keeping of a just and permanent peace.
Resolution 10

Consultation Regarding World Peace

The Conference invites the Archbishop of Canterbury on its behalf to consult with the Pope and

the Oecumenical Patriarch and the Praesidium of the World Council of Churches on the possibility

of approaching leaders of the other world religions with a view to convening a conference at which

in concert they would speak in the interests of humanity on behalf of world peace.
Resolution 14

West Africa

The Conference receives the Statement* from the Bishops of the Province of West Africa with

deep thankfulness for the Christian spirit of compassion and reconciliation that informs it. It has

been deeply distressed by the prolonged conflict which has divided the peoples of Nigeria and of

the former Eastern Region, and which has brought, even in the days in which the Conference has

been meeting, death through starvation and disease to so many innocent men, women, and

children.

With the West African bishops, we call, in the words of the Fourth Assembly of the World Council

of Churches held recently at Uppsala, for "all governments to work effectively towards peace and

reconciliation, and to refrain from any action which would prolong the conflict in the area."

The Conference welcomes any agreement between the belligerent parties to provide channels for

the supply of food, medicine, and clothing to those in need. It calls on governments to engage in a

massive inter-governmental relief operation on both sides of the conflict, and commends the work

of the Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service of the World Council of Churches

and of other voluntary agencies in meeting immediate and longer-term needs.

The Conference assures its fellow Christians on both sides of the conflict of continuing fellowship

with them in the Gospel. They may be sure of the prayers of the bishops and Churches of the

Anglican Communion and of all possible support, as in Christ's name they minister to the suffering

and work for reconciliation and peace among all their people.

*Statement from the Bishops of the Province of West Africa The Bishops of the Province of West

Africa desire to give thanks to Almighty God for the prayers, the sympathy, and the work for

reconciliation which have supported us and enabled us to endure these fourteen months of civil

war. We are especially grateful to His Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury for his message sent to

us when war broke out, for his initiative in the visits of fraternal delegations to the churches on both

sides, and for his persistent work for peace. We were heartened by the joint appeal for peace

made in March by the Roman Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches, calling for "an

immediate cessation of armed hostilities and for the establishment of a lasting peace by

honourable negotiation in the highest African tradition." We are grateful to the Commonwealth

Secretariat and to the Organization of African Unity for the efforts they have made and are

continuing to make to bring the two sides together. We also desire to record our deep gratitude to

the voluntary agencies and to our fellow Christians in all parts of the world who have contributed

by their generous gifts, their prayers, and their concern to alleviate the sufferings of our warsaddened

peoples.

Yet the war still goes on. We are deeply grieved and feel bound to acknowledge in penitence our

ineffective witness to the compassion and mercy and reconciling love of Christ. In our failure we

seek the sympathetic aid of the Lambeth Conference as follows:
(1) To call, in the words of the Resolution of the Uppsala World Council meeting, for "all

governments to work effectively towards peace and reconciliation, and to refrain from any action

which would prolong the conflict in the area."

(2) To call on the government of both sides in the war to look with pity on those who are sick and

starving and to give every facility to the organisations which are endeavouring to bring them food

and medical supplies.

(3) To consider offering, in co-operation with other Churches, a further delegation to visit the

leaders on both sides to promote the work of reconciliation so powerfully put before us in the

Archbishop of East Africa's sermon.

Finally, we state our belief that the conflict can be resolved positively in a creative way only when

each side is prepared to abandon exclusive positions and to seek to reach agreement on how to

secure the vital interests of the peoples of both sides.
Resolution 15

The Middle East

The Conference views with concern the continuing tensions in the Middle East; the tragic plight of

hundreds of thousands of Arab refugees who have lost homes and means of livelihood; and the

absence, in spite of United Nations resolutions, of any sign of progress towards the establishment

of peace. The Conference endorses the resolutions of the World Council of Churches at Uppsala

and urges men of good will to use their influence in each nation and in the United Nations towards

the finding of a just solution.
Resolution 17

The Use of Power

The Conference, profoundly aware of the effect on human life of the responsible and irresponsible

use of power at all levels of human society, considers that the Church should address itself

energetically to the range of problems arising in this area.
Resolution 18

The Study of Social and Political Change

The Conference recommends that the provinces should set up study groups, Anglican and

ecumenical, to study the documents on all aspects of violent and non-violent social and political

change.

In view of the urgent nature of this matter, it further recommends that these groups promptly report

their findings and recommendations to the Anglican Consultative Council or Lambeth Consultative

Body, which will make them generally available to the Anglican Communion.
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Resolution 1

Today's World

The Conference approves the following statement as expressing some of the concerns of the

bishops about today's world in which today's Church must proclaim a total Gospel. It is printed

here for study, and action wherever possible, by the member Churches.

We, the bishops of the Anglican Communion gathered from many parts of the world, having

experienced a deep unity in the conviction of our faith and in our calling as bishops, wish to share

with all people some matters of universal concern.

On earlier occasions we have appealed not only to Anglicans but to all Christian people. Today

because we have discovered a new dimension of unity in our intense concern for the future

wellbeing of all mankind in the new era of history which we are now entering we dare to appeal

also to governments, world leaders, and people, without distinction, because all countries,

however nationalistic in sentiment, are now interdependent. No nation is an island unto itself.

The choices before us are real, and so are the consequences of them. On the one hand there are

great potentialities for advance in human wellbeing but there are also real possibilities of

catastrophic disaster if present attitudes and the expectations of individuals do not swiftly change

and if vital problems of society are not confronted and resolved by governments and through

international co-operation.

We draw attention to the following areas where there is need for a change in attitude and practice:

1. We need to see the necessary exchange of commodities in the market place as an area where

human values can be affirmed and not ignored; to seek to ensure that those involved are not

treated merely as functional units but as being worthy of and able to enter into relations of

friendship.

2. We need to challenge the assumptions that "more is better" and "having is being" which add fuel

to the fire of human greed.

3. We need to stress that the wellbeing of the whole human family is more important that egoistic

self-interest.

4. We need to change the focus on technology and see it not as the master with an insidious

fascination of its own but as the servant of the world and its people, beginning with those in need.

We must face the threat of science and technology as well as their promise.

5. We need to be diverting our planning and action to the development of a new kind of society.

Much time is still spent in overtaking problems. We must direct our efforts to the achievement of a

kind of society where the economy is not based on waste, but on stewardship, not on

consumerism but on conservation, one concerned not only with work but with the right use of

leisure. We may need to contemplate a paradox: an increasing use of appropriate technology,

while returning, where possible, to many of the values of pre-industrial society. In some places this

can include home industries, the local market, the fishing village, and the small farm.

6. We need to recognise that at present all over the world there tends to be a growing

urbanisation. Many cities are in crisis due to the growing number of people with little hope of

freedom of choice. The gap between the rich and the poor, between the powerful and the

powerless, continues to grow.

7. We need to recognise that some earlier evaluations of the place of work in human life are

becoming dangerously obsolete. In many societies more goods are produced, but there is less

employment. We need to orientate education so as to help people develop new attitudes both to

work and leisure.

8. We need to help people in the parts of the world classed as economically underdeveloped not to

mirror industrialised societies, but to retain or shape a style of life which affirms both the dignity of

the person and the value of close human community.

9. We need to help the developed industrial nations and the people who live in them to face the

necessity of a redistribution of wealth and trading opportunities. Such a redistribution could place

the major burden on those groups within such societies which are already most vulnerable. We

need, therefore, to urge such nations to face the challenge to work for much greater internal

justice.

10. We need to recognise that expenditure on armaments is disproportionate to sums spent on

such essentials as health and education and constitutes a vast misdirection of limited resources

that are badly needed for human welfare, especially for the eradication of poverty. The escalation

of weapons systems with their ever-increasingly technological complexity diverts attention from the

real needs of mankind. We call all people to protest, in whatever ways possible, at the escalation

of the commerce in armaments of war and to support with every effort all international proposals

and conferences designed to achieve progressive world disarmament is a way that recognises the

need for power balances. New initiatives are urgently required for mutual co-existence and

toleration which are essential if real justice and peace are to be established.

11. The resources of our planet are limited; delicate ecological balances can be disturbed by

modern technology, or threatened by the toxic effects of human ingenuity. Ways must be found to

stop waste, to recycle resources and to monitor and control the manufacture of substances

dangerous to life and health. The use of nuclear fuel must be subject to the safe and permanent

disposal of its toxic by-products. Alternative sources of energy must be harnessed for use.

Such changes will not be easy to make and will require wise leadership from both secular and

religious sources. Creative solutions will require both technical knowledge and moral insights.

Decisions will be not only difficult but unpopular.

We recognise and acknowledge with gratitude the many people and agencies who have pioneered

in thinking and acting towards the future wellbeing of the human family. We confess that the

Churches to which we belong have shared in attitudes and acquiesced in structures which have

been hurtful to the true welfare of the peoples of the world.

We do not pretend to a knowledge of the practical solutions for these problems. But we do affirm

that God intends all of us to enjoy this planet and not to ruin it; he intends all of us, as his children,

to live together peaceably and creatively; to use our skills and knowledge not to destroy but to fulfil

human potentialities.

We believe that time is running out. Beneath all the choices lies the ultimate choice of life or death.

We join with all men of goodwill in appealing that we shall choose life. We know that tasks and

situations which to human view seem hopeless can, with the boundless resources of God's grace,

be transfered.

See also "Resolution 2 : A response" [and clarification] of this resolution.

Resolution 2

A Response

The Conference believes that a response to the foregoing statement [Resolution 1] needs to be

made at three levels.

First, we appeal to leaders and governments of the world:

1. to participate actively in the establishment of a new economic order aimed at securing fair prices

for raw materials, maintaining fair prices for manufactured goods, and reversing the process by

which the rich become richer and the poor poorer;

2. to consider seriously all efforts towards a peaceful settlement of international disputes;

3. to persist in the search for ways leading to progressive world disarmament, in particular limiting

and reducing the production of, and commerce in, arms;

4. so to limit the development of nuclear energy that they guard against the proliferation of nuclear

weapons, at the same time applying every effort to the development of alternative sources of

energy;

5. aware that the world is one indivisible system in its operation, to provide that those whose lives

are affected by global decisions should be heard in the formulation of policies;

6. to pay attention to human needs in the planning of cities, especially in those places where

growing industrialisation brings people together in such numbers that human dignity is at risk;

7. to make provision for a new understanding of the place of work in the life of individuals. If the

human race as a whole is to reassess its philosophy of economic growth in order to conserve our

environment, we will have to find new ways of human fulfilment, paying as much attention to

leisure as to paid employment. This needs re-education and a redistribution of resources at

national and international levels.

Second, we call on the Churches and in particular the Anglican Communion:

1. to make provision locally to educate their membership into an understanding of these issues;

2. in the face of growing urbanisation all over the world to make urgent provision for the training of

lay and pastoral leadership in urban mission and to concentrate the use of their personnel and

financial resources ecumenically in order to minister to the growing number of urban people with

little hope or freedom of choice.

We recommend that greater attention be paid to the work already being done by agencies both

within and outside the Churches, that provision be made for communicating their findings in

appropriate forms, and that greater use be made of the specialist skills of our lay members to

inform the Church's decision-making on social, economic, and technological issues.

Third, we call upon members to exercise their rights as citizens of their respective countries;

1. to create a moral climate which enables governments to act for the benefit of the world

community rather than sectional interests;

2. in situations where the interests of minorities are in conflict with large-scale development

schemes to give consideration to the needs of persons rather than economic advantage;

3. to review their life-style and use of the world's resources so that the service and wellbeing of the

whole human family comes before the enjoyment of over-indulgent forms of affluence.
Resolution 3

Human Rights

The Conference regards the matter of human rights and dignity as of capital and universal

importance. We send forth the following message as expressing our convictions in Christ for the

human family world-wide.

We deplore and condemn the evils of racism and tribalism, economic exploitation and social

injustices, torture, detention without trial and the taking of human lives, as contrary to the teaching

and example of our Lord in the Gospel. Man is made in the image of God and must not be

exploited. In many parts of the world these evils are so rampant that they deter the development of

a humane society. Therefore,

1. we call on governments to uphold human dignity; to defend human rights, including the exercise

of freedom of speech, movement, and worship in accordance with the United Nations Declaration

of Human Rights; the right to be housed, freedom to work, the right to eat, the right to be educated;

and to give human value and worth precedence over social and ethnic demarcations, regardless of

sex, creed, or status;

2. we thank God for those faithful Christians who individually and collectively witness to their faith
and convictions in the face of persecution, torture and martyrdom; and for those who work for and

advocate human rights and peace among all peoples; and we assure them of our prayers, as in

penitence and hope we long to see the whole Church manifesting in its common life a genuine

alternative to the acquisitiveness and division which surround it, and indeed penetrate it;

3. we pledge our support for those organisations and agencies which have taken positive stands

on human rights, and those which assist with refugee problems;

4. we urge all Anglicans to seek positive ways of educating themselves about the liberation

struggle of peoples in many parts of the world;

5. finally we appeal to all Christians to lend their support to those who struggle for human freedom

and who press forward in some places at great personal and corporate risk; we should not

abandon them even if the struggle becomes violent. We are reminded that the ministry of the

Church is to reveal the love of God by faithful proclamation of his Word, by sacrificial service, and

by fervent prayers for his rule on earth.
Resolution 5

War and Violence

1. Affirming again the statement of the Lambeth Conferences of 1930 (Resolution 25), 1948 and

1968 that "war as a method of settling international disputes is incompatible with the teaching and

example of our Lord Jesus Christ," the Conference expresses its deep grief at the great suffering

being endured in many parts of the world because of violence and oppression. We further declare

that the use of the modern technology of war is the most striking example of corporate sin and the

prostitution of God's gifts.

2. We recognise that violence has many faces. There are some countries where the prevaling

social order is so brutal, exploiting the poor for the sake of the privileged and trampling on people's

human rights, that it must be termed "violent." There are others where a social order that appears

relatively benevolent nevertheless exacts a high price in human misery from some sections of the

population. There is the use of armed force by governments, employed or held in threat against

other nations or even against their own citizens. There is the world-wide misdirection of scarce

resources to armaments rather than human need. There is the military action of victims of

oppression who despair in achieving social justice by any other means. There is the mindless

violence that erupts in some countries with what seems to be increasing frequency, to say nothing

of organised crime and terrorism, and the resorting to violence as a form of entertainment on films

and television.

3. Jesus, through his death and resurrection, has already won the victory over all evil. He made

evident that self-giving love, obedience to the way of the cross, is the way to reconciliation in all

relationships and conflicts. Therefore the use of violence is ultimately contradictory to the Gospel.

Yet we acknowledge that Christians in the past have differed in their understanding of limits to the

rightful use of force in human affairs, and that questions of national relationships and social justice

are often complex ones. But in the face of the mounting incidence of violence today and its

acceptance as a normal element in human affairs, we condemn the subjection, intimidation, and

manipulation of people by the use of violence and the threat of violence and call Christian people

everywhere:

(a) to re-examine as a matter of urgency their own attitude towards, and the complicity with,

violence in its many forms;

(b) to take with the utmost seriousness the questions which the teaching of Jesus places

against violence in human relationships and the use of armed force by those who would

follow him, and the example of redemptive love which the cross holds before all people;

(c) to engage themselves in non-violent action for justice and peace and to support others so

engaged, recognising that such action will be controversial and may be personally very

costly;

(d) to commit themselves to informed, disciplined prayer not only for all victims of violence,

especially for those who suffer for their obedience to the Man on the Cross, but also for

those who inflict violence on others;

(e) to protest in whatever way possible at the escalation of the sale of armaments of war by

the producing nations to the developing and dependent nations, and to support with every

effort all international proposals and conferences designed to place limitations on, or

arrange reductions in, the armaments of war of the nations of the world.
Resolution 6

Prayer

Since prayer, both corporate and personal, is central to the Christian life, and therefore essential in

the renewal of the Church, the fulfilling of the Christian mission, and the search for justice and

peace, the Conference gives thanks for all who are endeavouring to increase and strengthen the

companionship of prayer throughout the world, and joins in calling the whole Christian community

to share personal prayer daily and corporate services of prayer on regular and special occasions.

We also invite all who desire and labour for justice and peace in this world to join with us each day

in a moment of prayerful recollection of the needs for a just peace among all people.
Resolution 29

The World Council of Churches

The Conference urges that, in this thirtieth anniversary year of the World Council of Churches, all

Churches of the Anglican Communion reaffirm their support and strengthen their understanding of

this body, which is not only the most comprehensive expression of the ecumenical movement, but

also the chief vehicle of world-wide ecumenical co-operation and service. It also asks the World

Council of Churches to accept the guidance given through Section 3 of the Conference,

considering war and violence:

(1) to re-examine our complicity with violence in its many forms;

(2) to take with the utmost seriousness the question which the teaching of Jesus

places against all violence in human relationships.
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Resolution 20

Inter-faith Dialogue

This Conference commends dialogue with people of other faiths as part of Christian discipleship

and mission, with the understanding that:

(1) dialogue begins when people meet each other; (2) dialogue depends upon mutual

understanding, mutual respect and mutual trust; (3) dialogue makes it possible to share in service

to the community; (4) dialogue becomes a medium of authentic witness.

Acknowledging that such dialogue, which is not a substitute for evangelism, may be a contribution

in helping people of different faiths to make common cause in resolving issues of peacemaking,

social justice and religious liberty, we further commend each province to initiate such dialogue in

partnership with other Christian Churches where appropriate.
Resolution 24

Palestine/Israel

This Conference, saddened by the present suffering in the West Bank and Gaza Strip:

1. Affirms the importance of the Church in the exercise of its prophetic role by standing on the side

of the oppressed in their struggle for justice, and by promoting justice, peace and reconciliation for

all peoples in the region.

2. Affirms the existence of the state of Israel and its right to recognised and secure borders, as well

as the civic and human rights of all those who live within its borders.

3. Affirms the right of the Palestinians to self-determination, including choice of their own

representatives and the establishment of their own state.

4. Supports the convening of an international conference over Palestine/Israel under the auspices

of the UN and based on all the UN resolutions in relation to this conflict, to which all parties of the

conflict be invited.

5. Commits itself to continued prayer for Israelis and Palestinians, for Muslim, Jew and Christian,

for the achievement of justice, peace and reconciliation for all.
Resolution 27

War, Violence and Justice

This Conference:

1.(a) reaffirms the statement of the 1930 Lambeth Conference that war as a method of settling

international disputes is incompatible with the teaching and example of our Lord Jesus Christ;

(b) affirms also that there is no true peace without justice, and reformation and transformation of

unjust systems is an essential element of our biblical hope;

2.(a) supports those who choose the way of non-violence as being the way of our Lord, including

direct non-violent action, civil disobedience and conscientious objection, and pays tribute to those

who in recent years have kept before the world the growing threat of militarism;

(b) understands those who, after exhausting all other ways, choose the way of armed struggle as

the only way to justice, whilst drawing attention to the dangers and injustices possible in such

action itself; and

3. encourages provinces and dioceses to seek out those secular and religious agencies working

for justice and reconciliation, and to make common cause with them, to ensure that the voice of

the oppressed is heard and a response is made so that further violence is averted.
Resolution 30

Conscientious Objection

This Conference, recalling Resolution 8 of the Lambeth Conference 1968 to "uphold and extend

the right of conscientious objection," and learning of the jail sentences given to David Bruce and to

Dr. Ivan Toms, both young South Africans, who on grounds of conscience refuse to serve in the

South African Defence Force:

1. sends them greetings and assures them of our prayers; 2. calls on the South African

government (a) to repeal the sentences given to these persons; (b) to provide a more

comprehensive non-military alternative to compulsory military service; (c) to review its legislation

regarding conscientious objection.
Resolution 32

World Peace

This Conference:

1. Welcomes recent new directions in Soviet policy as a constructive contribution to world peace.

2. Urges the leaders of the western nations to review their foreign and defense policies to allow for

new opportunities for co-operation with the Soviet Union.

3. Appeals to all governments with nuclear forces to cease the production of nuclear weapons and

to plan together an international programme for the dismantling of such weapons.

4. Urges the major world powers to recognise and respect the self-determination of smaller states

and not to penalise them when their decisions conflict with the foreign policies of these major

powers.
Resolution 35

Concerns of South Pacific Islands

This Conference, noting that in Churches of the South Pacific there is deep pain and anxiety in

many tiny island sovereign nations in the region regarding the abuse and exploitation of their lands

and seas by powerful external political and economic forces:

1. Affirms the desire of many indigenous peoples in the region to self-determination and to be in

control of their own affairs and especially of the use of the vital resources of their lands and seas.

2. Supports them in their opposition to the testing of nuclear weapons, the dumping of nuclear

waste and the establishment of further military bases in the region, and calls on France and the

superpowers to cease these activities forthwith.

3. Further supports them in their resistance to all those powerful states and multinational

corporations who, for immediate economic and political gain, rape and destroy the forests,

fisheries and mineral deposits in the region.

4. Wishes to be identified with the stand of the Churches in Australia, New Zealand and Japan in

support of these concerns and requests the member Churches of the Anglican Communion to

make these matters known in their own countries and congregations as a matter of urgency, to

pray for them and to press their governments for action.
Resolution 37

Latin America

This Conference:

1. Affirms that self-determination is a fundamental human right based on the freedom which God

has given to us, and to which every person, nation and region is entitled.

2. Commends and supports the Church in Latin America as it seeks ways and means of helping

their people to develop a higher standard of living and to motivate their governments to provide

greater freedom and justice for their people.

3. Urges those governments whose military policies inhibit self-determination to refrain from unjust

political manipulation of Latin American countries and from military interference in their lives.

4. Urges the lifting of the sanctions imposed upon Nicaragua, Panama and Cuba by the United

States of America.

5. Urges the industrial countries of the world to cease all military aid to combatants in Latin

American countries and to give them economic and humanitarian assistance so as to end the

suffering of the people.

6. Commends the peace effort of the Central American countries and the support given by other

Latin American nations.
Resolution 38

Namibia

This Conference, bearing in mind the tenth anniversary of the United Nations Resolution 435, and

being deeply aware of the protracted suffering of the Namibian people at the hands of the South

African regime:

1. Expresses support for the people in their struggle for independence, and pays tribute to the

Anglican Diocese and the Council of Churches in Namibia for their courageous witness.

2. Calls on the South African government (a) to withdraw from Angola; (b) to implement Resolution

435.
3. Asks the Anglican provinces of Canada, the United Kingdom and the United States of America

to press their governments to fulfil their obligations as members of the Contact Group of nations.
Resolution 40

Environment, Militarism, Justice and Peace

This Conference:

1. Identifies four interrelated areas in which the misuse of people or resources poses a threat to

the life system of the planet, namely (a) unjust distribution of the world's wealth, (b) social injustice

within nations, (c) the rise of militarism, (d) irreversible damage to the environment; and therefore

2. Calls upon each province and diocese to devise a programme of study, reflection and action in

which the following elements should play a part:

(a) as a matter of urgency, the giving of information to our people of what is happening to our

environment, and to encourage them to see stewardship of God's earth for the care of our

neighbours as a necessary part of Christian discipleship and a Christian contribution to citizenship;

(b) actively to support by public statement and in private dialogue, the engagement of

governments, transnational corporations, management and labour in an examination of what their

decisions are doing to our people, and our land, air and water;

(c) opposition to the increase in the arms trade, questioning both excessive expenditure of scarce

resources on weapons and trade policies which look upon arms sales as a legitimate source of

increased export revenue;

(d) the encouragement of Christians to re-examine the currently accepted economic policies which

operate to the disadvantage of those with less bargaining power at every level from international to

personal, and to use God's gifts of technology for the benefit of all;

(e) the critical examination of the exercise of power, first within congregations and all other Church

bodies, and then in secular institutions which affect the lives of all. Insofar as the aim is to achieve
a just and sustainable society world-wide, priority must be given to those modes which nurture

people's gifts and evoke responsible participation rather than those which dominate and exclude.

3.(a) Commends, in general, the participation by every province in the WCC's programme for

"Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation";

(b) Urges Churches, congregations and individual Christians to actively support all other agencies

which share this urgent concern. In particular we commend a widespread study of the United

Nations report "Our Common Future" and a participation by Church bodies in the local responses it

requires;

(c) Recommends that, in view of the resolutions passed by ACC-7, information concerning local

needs and initiatives be shared throughout provinces, possibly by extending the terms of reference

for the existing Peace and Justice Network;

(d) Encourages people everywhere to make changes, personal and corporate, in their attitudes

and life-style, recognizing that wholeness of living requires a right relationship with God, one's

neighbour, and creation.

Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation Some effects, like famine, can be recognised

immediately; some, like pollution, are a creeping crisis which is nonetheless deadly. These major

threats to the earth's future cannot be averted by action in one region of the world alone, nor by

focusing on a single issue. Everything connects.
Resolution 61

Islamic Fundamentalism

This Conference:

1. Expresses concern that the emergence of Islamic religious fundamentalism has resulted in

serious violation of fundamental human rights, including the right of religious belief, practice and

propagation, as well as destruction of property of Christian Churches in such places as Northern

Nigeria and the Sudan.

2. Urges the ACC to find ways and means of bringing these concerns to international Islamic

organisations and the United Nations, and encourages dialogue with countries where pursuit of

Islamic religious fundamentalism has led to such violations of human rights.
Resolution 62

Peace in the Sudan

This Conference:

1. commends the effort of the Christian Churches in the Sudan in seeking peace and reconciliation

between southern and northern Sudan,

2. urges the government of the Sudan to take the initiative in beginning negotiations with the

Sudan People's Liberation Army as a first step towards peace in the Sudan, and further

3. urges the Sudanese government to consider accepting a third party to initiate peace talks, eg

World Council of Churches and the All Africa Council of Churches.
Resolution 63

Shari'a Law in the Sudan

This Conference

1. Notes with great concern that the government of the Sudan wishes to reintroduce Shari'a Law

and impose it upon the people of the Sudan.

2. Respectfully requests the government of the Sudan to reconsider its decision on this matter and

replace Shari'a Law with some other more humane legislation for punishing offenders.
Resolution 68

This Conference:

1. views with grave concern the continued conflict between Iran and Iraq, with its very dangerous

consequences not only for all the Gulf states and for the Middle East as a whole, but also for the

world at large;

2. welcomes Iran's acceptance of Security Council Resolution 598 and looks to Iraq to honour its

commitment to do so, and calls upon all countries which have influence to use it to bring an end to

the conflict on that basis;

3. condemns the use of chemical weapons in any circumstances and urges that any further use by

any country should immediately be met by punitive sanctions; and calls upon the international

community to take steps to prevent the sale and supply of such chemical weapons;

4. urges that all countries involved should respect property rights and contractual obligations;

5. recognises that the grief of the families of hostages is universal, knowing no boundaries of

religion or nationality;

6. conveys its deep sympathy to the families of all hostages and to all the people of Lebanon who

have suffered for so long the brutal savagery of civil war;

7. calls upon all states with influence to use their good offices to secure the release of all hostages

in Lebanon of whatever nationality; and

8. prays earnestly for peace and tranquillity in the region.
Resolution 73

Northern Ireland

This Conference:

1. Expresses solidarity with fellow Anglicans and with all the people of Northern Ireland in their

suffering.

2. In the circumstances of Northern Ireland condemns all violence.

3. Urges all political and community leaders to seize every opportunity to work together to bring

about a just and peaceful solution
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Resolution I.4

A Faithful Response to Aggression and War

This Conference:

(a) abhors the evil of war;
(b) repudiates and condemns the use of violence for settling religious, economic, cultural or

political disputes;

(c) encourages the use of peacekeeping forces to prevent or forestall the escalation of conflicts,

and to assist in their resolution;

(d) repudiates and condemns the use of terrorism;

(e) decries the production and proliferation of arms;

(f) commits its members to prayer, mediation, and any active, non-violent means we can employ to

end current conflicts and wars and to prevent others; and

(g) urges the nations represented by our Churches and all those on whom we have any influence

whatsoever to join us in this endeavour.
Resolution I.6

The Plight of the People of Northern and Western Uganda

This Conference, acknowledging the appalling suffering of the people of Northern and Western

Uganda as a result of continued civil war waged by rebels, known as LRA and ADF (Lord's

Resistance Army and Allied Democratic Forces), backed by forces from outside Uganda:

(a) urges the government of Uganda to continue to engage in a process which will lead to

reconciliation, peace and justice. The process must include the Governments of Sudan and the

Democratic Republic of Congo, representatives of the Rebels, representatives of main Religious

bodies and Opinion Leaders of the areas affected; and
(b) calls upon the Anglican Consultative Council and appeals to the United Nations organisations

to assist in bringing about a quick settlement of this armed conflict.
Resolution I.7

The Plight of the People of the Sudan, Rwanda and Burundi

This Conference, expressing its horror at the human disaster in the Sudan and Rwanda, urges

that:

(a) the Episcopal Church of the Sudan be encouraged to establish a dynamic network of reciprocal

communications with government bodies, sympathetic Muslims, and non-governmental

organisations, including the All Africa Conference of Churches, the Anglican Consultative Council,

the Primates of the Anglican Communion, the Anglican Observer at the UN, and specialised

organs of the UN and the UN Security Council;

(b) the member Churches of the Anglican Communion find ways to help provide technology,

equipment, vehicles and administrative support in order to make publicity about and response to

the urgent situation in the Sudan, Rwanda and Burundi possible;

(c) the member Churches of the Anglican Communion contribute as generously as possible of

expertise, labour, money, and material goods to aid in necessary rebuilding of these nations on all

levels; and

(d) help be sought from existing organisations whose mission is the facilitation of peace processes,

to aid in the implementation of this resolution.
Resolution I.11

Nuclear Weapons

This Conference resolves to call upon our respective governments and through our governments,

the United Nations and other instruments:

(a) to urge all nations to agree by treaty to stop the production, testing, stock-piling and usage of

nuclear weapons; and

(b) to press for an international mandate for all member states to prohibit nuclear warfare.
Resolution I.13

Landmines

This Conference - attended both by bishops from nations suffering acutely from the presence of

landmines in their own countries (Mrs. Winifred Ochola wife of the Bishop of Kitgum in Uganda

was killed by a landmine), and by bishops from countries that have profited from the manufacture

of landmines:

(a) calls upon all signatory Governments to ratify the Ottawa Convention (without exceptions) at

the earliest possible date;

(b) calls upon all non-signatory Governments to sign and ratify the Ottawa Convention at the

earliest possible date;

(c) calls upon all Governments to provide extra funding for mine clearance programmes, and to

encourage the development of appropriate technology for mine clearance initiatives; and;

(d) calls upon international organisations, all Governments, community level and local Government

initiatives, NGOs, Churches and other people of good will, to engage in educational work on this

issue, provide practical assistance to alleviate the consequences of the massive level of previous

landmine deployment, and engage in practical schemes to reintegrate landmine survivors and their

families into their communities.
Resolution V.3

A Call for Solidarity in Working for Justice, Peace and Reconciliation in the World

Whereas the last millennium, especially the twentieth century, has been characterised by human

division, conflict, war and violence, both religious and civil, as well as economic and social

injustices;

Whereas the Kingdom Jesus proclaimed and established is to be marked by reconciliation

between God and humanity, and between peoples and His creation;

Whereas the work of the power of evil is to create divisions between humans and ruin the harmony

that God intended; and

Whereas we have particularly experienced the demonic effects of division and conflict most

recently in African nations fuelled by selfishness and greed for power;

This Conference believes that the people's hopes and aspirations for the third millennium will only

be achieved if they are founded on the message of peace, reconciliation and practical steps taken

to achieve the same; and

Therefore calls upon all governments, religions and people of good will

a. to work for Peace and Reconciliation in order to make this world a better place for all its

inhabitants and for posterity; and

b. to engage decisively in reconciliation within families, congregations, residential areas and

nations, and among nations, so that we may participate in our calling to be peacemakers,

as servants of the Prince of Peace.
Resolution V.5

On Northern Ireland

This Conference:

a. welcomes the recent peace process in Northern Ireland, culminating in the Good Friday

Agreement, overwhelmingly endorsed by both North and South, and the election of the

new Assembly;

b. supports the Church of Ireland and the other Christian Churches in any efforts to build

bridges between the communities, and to pursue their Christian duty as peacemakers;

c. seeks to encourage the Churches in re-assessing any attitudes or alliances which may be

perceived as sectarian, so that the body of Christ may be free from any divisiveness or

bitterness as it seeks to live out the Good News of peace in Ireland.
Resolution V.12

Global Cease Fire

This Conference rejects the use of violence in the name of religion and supports the call for a 72

hour Global Cease Fire, December 31, 1999, to January 2, 2000, which will allow the world to end

the old age in peace and to begin the new millennium in the spirit of reconciliation, healing and

peace-making.
Resolution V.14

On Social Justice issues in the Oceania region

This Conference, noting that in the Churches of Oceania (Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia,

Australia, Melanesia and Papua New Guinea) there continues to be much concern about a variety

of social justice issues affecting island nations, indigenous peoples and rural communities:

a. reaffirms the recommendations of the 1988 Lambeth Conference Resolution 35

(Concerns of South Pacific Islands) on the right of indigenous peoples to self

determination, that they "be in control of their own affairs and especially of the use of the

vital resources of their lands and seas", the development of a truly nuclear- free Pacific,

the cessation of unjust exploitation of the region's natural resources and the need for

international advocacy on these issues;
b. affirms its support for the recognition of indigenous land title;

c. expresses its concern that where existing indigenous land title is under threat whether

through domestic legislation, globalisation, structural adjustment programmes and debt

rescheduling, resulting in increased foreign ownership and control of indigenous land and

resources;

d. recognises the effect of unpayable international debt on island nations and calls for

immediate relief as outlined by the Jubilee 2000 campaign;

e. encourages the nations of Oceania to address corruption in government and business and

to participate in the establishment of an international code of practice for financial

management;

f. supports the actions of churches, governments and other organisations to challenge those

aspects of globalisation which are having a negative impact upon agriculture, forestry and

fishing throughout Oceania;

g.

i. stands in solidarity with Pacific island nations facing disaster because of global

warming and rising sea levels;

ii. encourages a broad range of research, education and action on global warming

and its effects;

iii. requests churches to urge their governments to fund this research, education and

action;
h. requests churches in Australia, Aotearoa/New Zealand, East Asia and other countries

engaged in trade and economic activities in Oceania,

i. to become more aware of these activities by their governments and multi-national

corporations in the region;

ii. where these activities are unjust and exploitative, to become strong advocates of

social justice to eliminate this exploitation.
Resolution V.15

An Appeal for Peace to the Governments of the Middle East and South Asia

This Conference, noting that peace is being threatened in the Middle East and South Asia region,

appeals to all the governments of the region for disarmament, the up holding of human rights and

harmony among people.
Resolution V.16

An Appeal to the Churches and Governments of South Asia

This Conference, noting the complex situation that exists in South Asia, which has been

highlighted by recent events and is based upon ethnic and religious complexities, which have

become great impediments to the harmony and development of its people, and also noting that

such a milieu continues to be blatantly exploited by different political parties and fundamentalist

religious groups for their own ends, and that such a scenario causes havoc amongst communities,

especially the poor and the marginalised,

calls upon the churches of this region to live and preach the Gospel, to promote the right of God's

creation and to collaborate with other faith communities in acknowledging the sovereignty of God

and in sharing their common values and resources for harmony and justice, and further calls upon

the governments of this region to seek after serving its people, especially by providing universal
education and proper health care in an atmosphere of security and stability and urges them to

refrain from excessive militarisation and abuse of authority.
Resolution V.16A

Peace and Reconciliation

This Conference resolves that our Anglican Communion be called upon to take special initiatives

to use its resources and efforts in facilitating peace and reconciliation between conflicting nations

and communities of our human family.
Resolution V.26

Korean Unification

This Conference, noting the desire of the Korean people for the reunification of Korea:

a. supports the efforts of the National Council of Churches in Korea, including the Anglican

Church of Korea, to achieve reunification;

b. recognises that these efforts have promoted peace not only in Korea but also in Northeast

Asia; and

c. urges that the governments of the North and South improve their relationship by

implementing peace, reunification and cooperation through the 'Agreement on

Reconciliation, Non-aggression and Exchange and Cooperation between the South and

the North' which was signed on the 13th December 1991 by the Prime Minister of the

Republic of Korea and the Premier of the Administrative Council of the Democratic

People's Republic of Korea.
Resolution V.28

Swords into Ploughshares

This Conference:

a. endorses the call of the Bishops of the Church in Central and Southern Africa and of the

Indian Ocean for Africa to be declared a weapons-free zone;

b. encourages the rest of the Anglican Communion and the worldwide Christian Community

to campaign against the international arms trade;

c. calls upon all nations to invest their resources in the development of people, rather than in

the manufacture of weapons of destruction.
