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Resolution 2

That, having regard to the conditions under which intercommunion between members of the

Church passing from one distant diocese to another may be duly maintained, we hereby declare it

desirable:

1. That forms of letters commendatory on behalf of clergymen visiting other dioceses be

drawn up and agreed upon.

2. That a forms of letters commendatory for lay members of the Church be in like manner

prepared.

3. That His Grace the Lord Archbishop of Canterbury be pleased to undertake the

preparation of such forms.
Resolution 11

That a special committee be appointed to consider the Resolutions relative to the notification of

proposed missionary bishoprics, and the subordination of missionaries.
Resolution 12

That the question of the bounds of the jurisdiction of different bishops, when any question may

have arisen in regard to them, the question as to the obedience of chaplains of the United Church

of England and Ireland on the continent, and the Resolution submitted to the Conference relative

to their return and admission into home dioceses, be referred to the committee specified in the

preceding Resolution.
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Recommendation 1

Union Among the Churches of the Anglican Communion - Encyclical Letter 1.5

There are certain principles of church order which, your Committee consider, ought to be distinctly

recognised and set forth, as of great importance for the maintenance of union among the

Churches of our Communion.

1. First, that the duly certified action of every national or particular Church, and of each

ecclesiastical province (or diocese not included in a province), in the exercise of its own

discipline, should be respected by all the other Churches, and by their individual

members.

2. Secondly, that when a diocese, or territorial sphere of administration, has been constituted

by the authority of any Church or province of this Communion within its own limits, no

bishop or other clergyman of any other Church should exercise his functions within that

diocese without the consent of the bishop thereof.*

3. Thirdly, that no bishop should authorise to officiate in his diocese a clergyman coming

from another Church or province, unless such clergyman present letters testimonial,

countersigned by the bishop of the diocese from which he comes; such letters to be, as

nearly as possible, in the form adopted by such Church or province in the case of the

transfer of a clergyman from one diocese to another.

* This does not refer to questions respecting missionary bishops and foreign chaplaincies, which

have been entrusted to other Committees.
Recommendation 4

Union Among the Churches of the Anglican Communion - Encyclical Letter 1.8: Of

commendatory letters

1. This Committee would renew the recommendation of the first Lambeth Conference, that

letters commendatory should be given by their own bishops to clergymen visiting for a

time other Churches than those to which they belong.

2. They would urge yet more emphatically the importance of letters commendatory being

given by their own clergymen to members of their flocks going from one country to

another. And they consider it desirable that the clergy should urge on such persons the

duty of promptly presenting these letters, and should carefully instruct them as to the

oneness of the Church in its apostolic constitution under its varying organisation and

conditions.

It may not, perhaps, be considered foreign to this subject to suggest here the importance of

impressing upon our people the extent and geographical distribution of our Churches, and of

reminding them that there is now hardly any part of the world where members of our Communion

may not find a Church one with their own in faith, order and worship.
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Resolution 21

That due care should be taken to make the diocese the centre of unity, so that, while there may be

contained in the same area under one bishop various races and languages necessitating many

modes of administration, nothing shall be allowed to obscure the fact that the many races form but

one Church.
Resolution 22

That bishops and clergy engaged in missionary work should give to those of their flock who may

travel to other countries letters of commendation in each case, to persons who will interest

themselves in the spiritual welfare of such travellers.
Resolution 24

That, while it is the duty of the whole Church to make disciples of all nations, yet, in the discharge

of this duty, independent Churches of the Anglican Communion ought to recognise the equal rights

of each other when establishing foreign missionary jurisdictions, so that two bishops of that

Communion may not exercise jurisdiction in the same place, and the Conference recommends

every bishop to use his influence in the diocesan and provincial synods of his particular Church to

gain the adhesion of the synods to these principles, with a view to the framing of canons or

resolutions in accord therewith. Where such rights have, through inadvertence, been infringed in

the past, an adjustment of the respective positions of the bishops concerned ought to be made by

an amicable arrangement between them, with a view to correcting as far as possible the evils

arising from such infringement.
Resolution 25

That when any particular Church contemplates creating a new foreign missionary jurisdiction, the

recommendation contained in Resolution 1 of the Conference of 1867 ought always to be followed

before any practical steps are taken.
Resolution 45

That this Conference recognises the exclusive right of each bishop to put forth or sanction

additional services for use within his jurisdiction, subject to such limitations as may be imposed by

the provincial or other lawful authority.
Resolution 46

That this Conference also recognises in each bishop within his jurisdiction the exclusive right of

adapting the services in the Book of Common Prayer to local circumstances, and also of directing

or sanctioning the use of additional prayers, subject to such limitations as may be imposed by

provincial or other lawful authority, provided also that any such adaptation shall not affect the

doctrinal teaching or value of the service or passage thus adapted.
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Resolution 9

Since it is generally acknowledged that the system of encouraging men to work abroad for a period

of three or five years has proved successful, it should be continued and carried out more

thoroughly and systematically, and a greater reciprocity of service might be established to the

benefit of all concerned.
Resolution 10

In view of the embarrassment arising from the lack of uniform usage regulating the transfer of

clergymen from one diocese to another, it is necessary that none should be received into a

diocese or missionary jurisdiction of the Anglican Communion until the bishop of the diocese into

which he goes has received concerning him, in addition to whatever other letters testimonial may

be required, a direct communication or a letter of transfer from the bishop of the diocese from

which he comes.
Resolution 21

Every effort should be made to train native churches and congregations in self-support and selfgovernment;

and in view of the great importance of the establishment of a native episcopate in all

countries where the Church is planted, this Conference urges the necessity of providing an

advanced theological and practical training for the ablest of the native clergy in the mission field.
Resolution 22

This Conference reaffirms Resolution 24 of the Conference of 1897 and further resolves that,

though it may be desirable to recognise, in some cases and under certain special circumstances,

the episcopal care of a bishop for his own countrymen within the jurisdiction of another bishop of

the Anglican Communion, yet the principle of one bishop for one area is the ideal to be aimed at as

the best means of securing the unity of all races and nations in the Holy Catholic Church.
Resolution 66

The Conference is of opinion that it is of the greatest importance that our representatives abroad,

both clerical and lay, whilst holding firmly to our own position, should show all Christian courtesy

towards the Churches of the lands in which they reside and towards their ecclesiastical authorities;

and that the chaplains to be selected for work on the continent of Europe and elsewhere should be

instructed to show such courtesy.
Resolutions Archive from 1920

1920.pdf

Resolution 35

Missionary Problems

The territorial episcopate has been the normal development in the Catholic Church, but we

recognise that difference of race and language sometimes requires that provision should be made

in a province for freedom of development of races side by side; the solution in each case must be

left with the province, but we are clear that that ideal of the one Church should never be obscured.
Resolution 43

Development of Provinces

Whereas it is undesirable that dioceses should remain indefinitely in isolation or attached only to a

distant province, the gradual creation of new provinces should be encouraged, and each newly

founded diocese should as soon as possible find its place as a constituent member in some
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neighbouring province. The fact that dioceses proposing to form a province owe their origin to

missions of different branches of the Anglican Communion need be no bar to such action.

a. In the opinion of the Conference four is the minimum number of dioceses suitable to form

a province. No number should be considered too great to form a province, so long as the

bishops and other representatives of the diocese are able conveniently to meet for mutual

consultation and for the transaction of provincial business.

b. In the initiation of any province in the future, the organisation which the Conference

deems essential to provincial life is a house or college of bishops to which the

metropolitans or the presiding bishops concerned have conveyed their authority for the

consecration of bishops. It is desirable that when a new province is formed the bishops of

the constituent dioceses should transfer their allegiance to the metropolitan of the

province or other authority constitutionally appointed to receive it, and thereafter all

bishops consecrated for the service of the province should take the oath of canonical

obedience to the metropolitan or make a declaration of conformity to other authority

before mentioned.

c. In newly established provinces arrangements should be made whereby the province

should have some distinct voice in the election of its metropolitan.

d. As to the sedes of the metropolitan, customs vary and the decision must depend on local

circumstances.

e. Until a missionary diocese becomes largely self-supporting and is self-governed by a

synod the appointment of its bishop should rest with the province to which it is attached,

after consultation with the diocese and in such a way as the province may decide.

f. A newly constituted synod of bishops shall proceed as soon as possible to associate with

itself in some official way the clergy and laity of the province, provided that in the case of

provinces including missionary dioceses this procedure shall be subordinate to local

circumstances. It is understood that each national and regional Church will determine its

own constitutional and canonical enactments.
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Resolution 21

The Church and the Modern World - The Church and the Modern State

Recognising that in the quest for a just social order the differences between those who value

tradition and those who feel most urgently the need for change and reform may provoke enmity,

the Conference believes that, however strong these tensions are, the fellowship of the Christian

community should contain them, and that in times of controversy Church members can make this

significant contribution of unity in Christ to the life of neighbourhood or nation.
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Resolution 63

The Role of the Anglican Communion - Parallel Jurisdictions

The Conference deplores the existence of parallel Anglican jurisdictions in Europe and other

areas, and recommends that the Lambeth Consultative Body (or its successor) should give early

attention to the problems involved. The Conference recommends that, in any such area where

there exists a Church with which we are in full communion, that Church should participate in the

consultations.
Resolution 64

The Role of the Anglican Communion - The Anglican Presence in Latin America

The Conference records its conviction that, in the light of the growing importance of Latin America

and the rapid social, economic, political, and religious changes there taking place, there is an

urgent need for an increasing Christian witness and involvement in which the Anglican Churches

must make their unique and full contribution.

The Conference rejoices in the growth and indigenisation of Anglican witness in Latin America

since Lambeth 1958 and in the increased participation and awareness of some parts of the

Anglican Communion, and hopes that this participation and interest will extend to the whole

Anglican Communion.

The Conference recommends that the member Churches of the Anglican Communion should Resolution 66

The Role of the Anglican Communion - Inter-Anglican Structures

The Conference approves the recommendations listed under the general heading "Inter-Anglican

Structures" in the Report of Section III.
place prominent emphasis upon Latin America in their missionary education, their prayers, and

their commitment to the world mission, as outlined in the document entitled "The Anglican

Communion and Latin America."
Resolution 69

The Role of the Anglican Communion - Anglican Consultative Council

The Conference accepts and endorses the appended proposals concerning the Anglican

Consultative Council and its Constitution and submits them to the member Churches of the

Anglican Communion for approval. Approval shall be by a two-thirds majority of the member

Churches and shall be signified to the Secretary of the Lambeth Consultative Body not later than

31 October 1969.

Anglican Consultative Council ANGLICAN CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL Functions 1. To share

information about developments in one or more provinces with the other parts of the Communion

and to serve as needed as an instrument of common action.

2. To advise on inter-Anglican, provincial, and diocesan relationships, including the division of

provinces, the formation of new provinces and of regional councils, and the problems of extraprovincial

dioceses.

3. To develop as far as possible agreed Anglican policies in the world mission of the Church and to

encourage national and regional Churches to engage together in developing and implementing

such policies by sharing their resources of manpower, money, and experience to the best

advantage of all.

4. To keep before national and regional Churches the importance of the fullest possible Anglican

collaboration with other Christian Churches.

5. To encourage and guide Anglican participation in the ecumenical movement and the ecumenical

organisations; to co-operate with the World Council of Churches and the world confessional bodies

on behalf of the Anglican Communion; and to make arrangements for the conduct of pan-Anglican

conversations with the Roman Catholic Church, the Orthodox Churches, and other Churches.
6. To advise on matters arising out of national or regional Church union negotiations or

conversations and on subsequent relations with united Churches.

7. To advise on problems on inter-Anglican communication and to help in the dissemination of

Anglican and ecumenical information.

8. To keep in review the needs that may arise for further study and, where necessary, to promote

inquiry and research.

Constitution Membership

1. The Council shall be constituted initially with a membership according to the Schedule below.

With the assent of two-thirds of the metropolitans, it shall have power to make alterations in the

Schedule as changing circumstances may require.

2. Members shall be chosen as provincial, national, or regional machinery provides. Alternates

shall be named by each Church and shall be invited to attend if a Church would otherwise be

unrepresented for a whole session of the Council.

3. The Council shall have power to co-opt as set out in the Schedule of Membership.

4. The term of office for members appointed according to the Schedule, and for co-opted

members, shall be six years. Except as provided in the recommendation below for the initial

period, members shall be ineligible for immediate re-election. Bishops and other clerical members

shall cease to be members on retirement from ecclesiastical office, and all members shall similarly

cease to be members on moving to another regional Church or province of the Anglican

Communion. Casual vacancies shall be filled by the appointing bodies, and persons thus

appointed shall serve for the unexpired term.

5. The Council shall have the right to call in advisers, Anglicans or others, at its discretion.

6.Officers.

(a) The Archbishop of Canterbury shall be President of the Council and, when present, shall

preside at the inaugural session of each meeting of the Council. He shall be ex officio a member of

its committees.

(b) The Council shall elect a Chairman and Vice-Chairman from its own number, who shall hold

office for six years.

(c) The Council shall appoint for a specified term a Secretary, who shall be known as the Secretary

General of the Council, and shall determine his duties.

7.Frequency of Meetings.

The Council shall meet every two years at the call of the Chairman in consultation with the

President and the Secretary General.

8.Standing Committee

The Council shall appoint a Standing Committee of nine members, which shall include the

Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Council. The Secretary General shall be its Secretary. The

Standing Committee shall meet annually. It shall have the right to call advisers.

9.Locality of Meetings.

As far as possible, the Council and its Standing Committee shall meet in various parts of the world.

10.Budget

The Council shall produce an annual budget, including the stipend and expenses of the Secretary

General, his staff, and office, and this shall be apportioned among the member Churches of the

Anglican Communion.

Amendment of the Constitution 11. Amendments to this Constitution shall be submitted by the

Council to the constitutional bodies of the member Churches and must be ratified by two-thirds of

such bodies.
membership, at the beginning one-third of the delegates shall be appointed as elected for a twoyear

period, one-third for a four-year period, and the remaining third for a single period of six

years. Those elected for a two-year or four-year period shall be eligible for appointment for one

further period of six years. Thereafter all appointments or elections shall be for six years.

Schedule of Membership The membership of the Council shall be as follows:

(a) The Archbishop of Canterbury (b) Three from each of the following, consisting of a bishop, a

priest or deacon, and a lay person: The Church of England; The Episcopal Church of the United

States of America; The Church of India, Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon; The Anglican Church of

Canada; The Church of England in Australia.

(c) Two from each of the following, consisting of a bishop, and a priest, deacon, or lay person: The

Church in Wales; The Church in Ireland; The Episcopal Church in Scotland; The Church of the

Province of South Africa; The Church of the Province of West Africa; The Church of the Province

of Central Africa; The Church of the Province of East Africa; The Church of the Province of

Uganda, Rwanda, and Burundi; The Church of the Province of New Zealand; The Church of the

Province of the West Indies; Nippon Sei Ko Ki; The Archbishopric in Jerusalem; The Council of the

Church of South-East Asia; The South Pacific Anglican Council; Latin America; any province of the

Anglican Communion not at present represented.

(d) Co-opted members: The Council shall have power to co-opt up to six additional members, of

whom at least two shall be women and two lay persons not over 28 years of age at the time of

appointment.
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Resolution 72

Epsicopal Responsibilities and Diocesan Boundaries

This Conference:

1. reaffirms its unity in the historical position of respect for diocesan boundaries and the authority

of bishops within these boundaries; and in light of the above

2. affirms that it is deemed inappropriate behaviour for any bishop or priest of this Communion to

exercise episcopal or pastoral ministry within another diocese without first obtaining the permission

and invitation of the ecclesial authority thereof.

3. urges all political and community leaders to seize every opportunity to work together to bring

about a just and peaceful solution.

With the number of issues that could threaten our unity it seems fair that we should speak of our

mutual respect for one another, and the positions we hold, that serves as a sign of our unity.
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Resolution III.6

Instruments of the Anglican Communion

This Conference, noting the need to strengthen mutual accountability and interdependence among

the Provinces of the Anglican Communion,

a. reaffirms Resolution 18.2(a) of Lambeth 1988 which "urges that encouragement be given

to a developing collegial role for the Primates' Meeting under the presidency of the

Archbishop of Canterbury, so that the Primates' Meeting is able to exercise an enhanced

responsibility in offering guidance on doctrinal, moral and pastoral matters";

b. asks that the Primates' Meeting, under the presidency of the Archbishop of Canterbury,

include among its responsibilities positive encouragement to mission, intervention in

cases of exceptional emergency which are incapable of internal resolution within

provinces, and giving of guidelines on the limits of Anglican diversity in submission to the

sovereign authority of Holy Scripture and in loyalty to our Anglican tradition and

formularies;

c. recommends that these responsibilities should be exercised in sensitive consultation with

the relevant provinces and with the Anglican Consultative Council (ACC) or in cases of

emergency the Executive of the ACC and that, while not interfering with the juridical

authority of the provinces, the exercise of these responsibilities by the Primates' Meeting

should carry moral authority calling for ready acceptance throughout the Communion, and

to this end it is further recommended that the Primates should meet more frequently than

the ACC;

d. believing that there should be a clearer integration of the roles of the Anglican

Consultative Council and the Primates' Meeting, recommends that the bishops

representing each province in the Anglican Consultative Council should be the primates of

the provinces and that -

i. equal representation in the ACC from each province, one presbyter or deacon

and one lay person from each province should join the primates in the triennial

ACC gathering;

ii. an executive committee of the ACC should be reflective of this broad

membership, and;

iii. there should be a change in the name of the Anglican Consultative Council to the

Anglican Communion Council, reflecting the evolving needs and structures to

which the foregoing changes speak;

e. reaffirms the role of the Archbishop of Canterbury as a personal sign of our unity and

communion, and the role of the decennial Lambeth Conference and of extraordinary

Anglican Congresses as called, together with inter-provincial gatherings and crossprovincial

diocesan partnerships, as collegial and communal signs of the unity of our

Communion.
Resolution V.6

Anglican Provincial Structure for Continental Europe

This Conference, noting with appreciation the progress made so far by the parallel Anglican

jurisdictions in Continental Europe working both with each other and with churches in communion

in the area, resolves to encourage;

a. continued exploration towards appropriate provincial structures for Anglican Continental

Europe in partnership with other Churches in the service of the common mission of the

Church; and

b. the Church of England and the Episcopal Church of the United States of America to

consider the provision of appropriate funding for such a province.
Resolution V.13

Episcopal Responsibilities and Diocesan Boundaries

This Conference:

a. reaffirms Resolution 72 of the Lambeth Conference of 1988 "Episcopal Responsibilities

and Diocesan Boundaries"; and

b. requests the Primates to encourage the bishops of their Province to consider the

implications of Resolution 72 of the Lambeth Conference 1988.
