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Resolution 17

The Church and the Modern World - The Church and the Modern State

The Conference affirms that the doctrine that power is its own justification is a most corrupting

influence in political thought and practice today.

Resolution 18

The Church and the Modern World - The Church and the Modern State

The Conference affirms it to be the duty of the Church constantly to proclaim the sovereignty of

God who is the Father of all and whose law is above all nations; it condemns the concept of the

unbridled sovereignty of the nation and such usurpation of power by the state as is opposed to the

basic truths of Christianity; further, it denies that the individual exists for the state, but asserts that

one of the principal ends of the state is the development of personality, the highest good of the

individual.

Resolution 19

The Church and the Modern World - The Church and the Modern State

We believe that the state is under the moral law of God, and is intended by him to be an

instrument for human welfare. We therefore welcome the growing concern and care of the modern

state for its citizens, and call upon Church members to accept their own political responsibility and

to co-operate with the state and its officers in their work.
Resolution 20

The Church and the Modern World - The Church and the Modern State

The Conference affirms that the Church must be free to order its worship and fellowship, to teach,

and to evangelise. In view of a tendency of the state to encroach on the freedom of individuals and

voluntary associations, it urges Christians in all lands to guard such freedoms with vigilance and to

convince public opinion that their preservation is essential to the maintenance of true democracy

and personal and national wellbeing.
Resolution 21

The Church and the Modern World - The Church and the Modern State

Recognising that in the quest for a just social order the differences between those who value

tradition and those who feel most urgently the need for change and reform may provoke enmity,

the Conference believes that, however strong these tensions are, the fellowship of the Christian

community should contain them, and that in times of controversy Church members can make this

significant contribution of unity in Christ to the life of neighbourhood or nation.
Resolution 22

The Church and the Modern World - The Church and the Modern State

The Conference calls the Church to think out afresh the Christian gospel of work in terms relevant

to modern working conditions, and calls on all Church members to find their incentive to work, not

only in security and gain, but chiefly in service and good workmanship, as an offering to the glory

of God.
Resolution 23

The Church and the Modern World - The Church and the Modern State

Since the state, industry, and community services are offering an increasing number of posts

which may be made spheres of Christian influence, the Conference calls upon Church members to

bring to such posts not only professional training and a sense of vocation but also a sound

knowledge of the Christian doctrine of God and man.
Resolution 24

The Church and the Modern World - The Church and the Modern State

Welcoming recent declarations of more humane governmental policy towards the peoples of

undeveloped countries, we call upon the governments concerned to ensure to these peoples their

economic rights and the best elements of the spiritual and cultural heritage of their own lands and

of other civilisations, so that they may take their rightful part in the whole family of nations, and we

urge all Christians, whether in government service or as private citizens, to see that these

declarations of policy are put into practice.
Resolution 25

The Church and the Modern World - Communism

The Conference, while recognising that in many lands there are Communists who are practicing

Christians, nevertheless declares that Marxian Communism is contrary to the Christian faith and

practice, for it denies the existence of God, revelation, and a future life; it treats the individual man

as a means and not an end; it encourages class warfare; it regards the moral law not as absolute

but as relative to the needs of the state. The Conference holds that while a state must take the

precautions it regards as necessary to protect good order and peace from all subversive

movements, it is the special duty of the Church to oppose the challenge of the Marxian theory of

Communism by sound teaching and the example of a better way, and that the Church, at all times

and in all places, should be a fearless witness against political, social, and economic injustice.
Resolution 26

The Church and the Modern World - Communism

The Conference believes that Communism is presenting a challenge to Christian people to study

and understand its theory and practice, so that they may be well instructed as to which elements in

it are in conflict with the Christian view of man and must therefore be resisted, and which elements

are a true judgement on the existing social and economic order.
Resolution 27

The Church and the Modern World - Education

The Conference holds that the Church should press for the best educational opportunity

everywhere for all, without racial distinction and without privilege for wealth.
Resolution 28

The Church and the Modern World - Education

The Conference gratefully recognises the admirable work done by Christian teachers throughout

the world and urges churchmen to bring the opportunity of this high calling to the attention of

young men and women.
Resolution 29

The Church and the Modern World - Education

The Conference while giving full support to state education is convinced that there is a unique

value for the community in the long tradition of Church education. The Conference believes that

the freedom of experiment which this tradition affords and the religious, moral, and social training

which is its specific purpose are invaluable for the best interests of education and that everything

possible should be done to open the benefits of such Church education to all who desire them.
Resolution 31

The Church and the Modern World - Education

The Conference welcomes the statutory provision made in England in 1944 for religious instruction

and worship in schools, as well as similar developments in other countries. We urge universities

and training colleges to provide adequately for the training of teachers in this field.
Resolution 32

The Church and the Modern World - Education

The Conference welcomes the steps taken in some universities to make provision for courses

designed to give general instruction in Christian faith and practice to those who are not students in

theology. It also urges that a chapel for corporate worship should be provided in every university

and university college.
Resolution 44

The Church and the Modern World - The Christian Way of Life

The Conference draws attention to the grave moral and social evils that have arisen in many lands

through the prevalence of gambling on a vast scale. In view of these evils we urge that no Church

organisation should make money by gambling. We deprecate the raising of money by the state or

by any organisation through sweepstakes and similar methods, however good may be the object

for which the money is raised; and we warn men and women of the danger of acquiring the habit of

gambling, which has led in so many cases to the deterioration of character and the ruin of homes.
Resolution 45

The Church and the Modern World - The Christian Way of Life

The Conference stresses the urgency of providing that every family should have a home of its own

which provides for fellowship and privacy.
The Church and the Modern World - The Christian Way of Life

The Conference affirms that education should be more than a training for a livelihood or even for

citizenship. It should be based upon the fact that every child is a child of God created by God for

citizenship in heaven as well as on earth.
Resolution 47

The Church and the Modern World - The Christian Way of Life

The Conference affirms that work ought to be a vocation. Therefore all possible guidance should

be given to young people in their choice of a life work, in order to foster their sense of vocation and

to ensure that they are enabled to take up work which they can rightly regard as a form of service

to God and their fellow men.
Resolution 49

The Church and the Modern World - The Christian Way of Life

The Conference believes that there is great need of a fresh understanding of the nature and

function of universities, and the place therein of theology in its full meaning, as a part of any

curriculum which claims to be complete. We welcome the growing readiness to found schools and

faculties of theology in centres of higher education, and we urge, on educational as well as more

strictly religious grounds, that they be set up where they do not yet exist.
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Resolution 67

Progress in the Anglican Communion Missionary Appeal

The Conference is deeply concerned by restrictions upon religious freedom in many areas,

imposed in some cases by the state alone and in others by the state influenced by a dominant

religious group. To those who suffer under these conditions the Conference extends the assurance

of its sympathy and support. If affirms its conviction that freedom of religion includes not only

freedom to worship but also freedom to propagate and to teach, as essential parts of the Christian

faith.
Resolution 100

The Reconciling of Conflicts Between and Within Nations - The Church's Work of

Reconciliation

The Conference is convinced that the Church's work of reconciliation must be powerfully

expressed within the parish or local congregation. Consequently here it would lay emphasis upon

the following points:

(a) There is a need for Christians to understand more deeply the meaning of God's providence in

history and the ground of Christian hope, as distinct from a belief in automatic social progress. This

needs to be emphasised in preaching and teaching.

(b) There is need for persistent intercessory prayer, not only in general terms but specifically and

by name for those in positions of great responsibility. Such prayers should be offered for those in

nations which oppose us as well as those friendly to us.

(c) There is need to emphasise the disasterous effect on the common life of those who come to

the Lord's Table unreconciled to their neighbours and with bitterness towards them in their hearts.
We would recall that the Invitation to the Holy Communion is addressed to those who are "in love

and charity with their neighbours."

(d) Where there are divisions in the local community, the Christian congregation in that place

should face them fearlessly and, by the action of its members, should serve as an agent of

reconciliation.

(e) While there are many elements in the reconciling of conflicts, none are more important than the

character and conduct of individual people. Success or failure in any particular instance may in the

end depend on the individual: not only on his knowledge, his judgement, and his zeal, but also on

the spirit of Christ mirrored in a life which bears the marks of the cross and the fruits of the Spirit.
Resolution 104

The Reconciling of Conflicts Between and Within Nations - The Rights of Men and Nations

The Conference declares that the Church is not to be identified with any particular political or

social system, and calls upon all Christians to encourage their governments to respect the dignity

and freedom of people within their own nations and the right of people of other nations to govern

themselves.
Resolution 105

The Reconciling of Conflicts Between and Within Nations - Sharing Material Resources

The Conference draws attention to the widespread poverty in many parts of the world; it notes with

thankfulness the measures taken to help under-developed countries to become self-supporting,

and calls upon Christians in more favoured lands to use their influence to encourage their

governments in the task of relieving poverty by a generous sharing of their material and technical

resources with those in need.
Resolution 110

The Reconciling of Conflicts Between and Within Nations - Condemnation of Racial

Discrimination

The Conference affirms its belief in the natural dignity and value of every man, of whatever colour

or race, as created in the image of God. In the light of this belief the Conference affirms that

neither race nor colour is in itself a barrier to any aspect of that life in family and community for

which God created all men. It therefore condemns discrimination of any kind on the grounds of

race or colour alone.

The Conference would urge that in multi-racial societies members of all races shall be allowed:

(a) a fair and just share in the government of their country;

(b) a fair and just share in the control, development, and rewards of the natural resources of

their country, including advancement to the highest level of attainment;

(c) the right to associate freely in worship, in education, in industry, in recreation, and in all

other departments of the common life.
Resolution 111

The Reconciling of Conflicts Between and Within Nations - The Church in an Industrial Age

The Conference urges the provinces of the Anglican Communion to give special study to the task,

strategy, and ministry of the Church within industrial society, and by the use of bold and

imaginative experiments to strengthen the impact of the Christian faith upon the whole life and

pattern of industry.
Resolution 117

The Family in Contemporary Society - Marriage

The Conference welcomes the growth of marriage guidance councils, which prepare people for

marriage and assisting in maintaining a stable married life. It recommends that the clergy and

Church people of mature faith and with the right qualifications should be encouraged to offer

themselves for training as counsellors. It believes that such counsel, given as a Christian vocation

by well-trained Christian husbands and wives, is a volunteer service of great value, makes an

important contribution to the community, and deserves government support.
Resolution 118

The Family in Contemporary Society - Marriage

The Conference recognises that divorce is granted by the secular authority in many lands on

grounds which the Church cannot acknowledge, and recognises also that in certain cases where a

decree of divorce has been sought and may even have been granted, there may in fact have been

no marital bond in the eyes of the Church. It therefore commends for further consideration by the

Churches and provinces of the Anglican Communion a procedure for defining marital status, such

as already exists in some of its provinces.
Resolution 123

The Family in Contemporary Society - The Christian Family

The Conference, recognising that there is a world-wide need for decent and suitable housing,

records its belief that every married couple should have adequate privacy and shelter, for the

better bringing up of the family as well as for the benefit of its own married life; and that national

and local government share fully with private enterprise the community's obligation to meet this

end.
Resolution 130

The Family in Contemporary Society - Co-operation with Secular Agencies

The Conference believes it to be most desirable that the clergy and Church workers should take

every opportunity of meeting health and social workers, as well as teachers, in a locality, and

discussing with them the welfare of the community and its family life.
Resolutions Archive from 1968

1968.pdf

Resolution 17

The Use of Power

The Conference, profoundly aware of the effect on human life of the responsible and irresponsible

use of power at all levels of human society, considers that the Church should address itself

energetically to the range of problems arising in this area.
Resolution 18

The Study of Social and Political Change

The Conference recommends that the provinces should set up study groups, Anglican and

ecumenical, to study the documents on all aspects of violent and non-violent social and political

change.

In view of the urgent nature of this matter, it further recommends that these groups promptly report

their findings and recommendations to the Anglican Consultative Council or Lambeth Consultative

Body, which will make them generally available to the Anglican Communion.
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Resolution 18

Public Ministry of the Bishop

The Conference affirms that a bishop is called to be one with the Apostles in proclaiming Christ's

resurrection and interpreting the Gospel, and to testify to Christ's sovereignty as Lord of lords and

King of kings. In order to do this effectively, he will give major attention to his public ministry.

Reflecting the ministry of the prophets, he will have a concern for the wellbeing of the whole

community (especially those at a disadvantage) not primarily for the advantage or protection of the

Church community. The bishop should be ready to be present in secular situations, to give time to

the necessary study, to find skilled advisers and to take sides publicly if necessary (in ecumenical

partnership if at all possible) about issues which concern justice, mercy, and truth. Members of the

Church should be prepared to see that the bishop is supported in such a ministry.
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Resolution 23

Freedom of Religious Activity

This Conference calls upon all governments to uphold religious freedom, including freedom of

worship and freedom to teach and evangelise, as a fundamental human right, the denial of which

threatens all other liberties.

We are concerned for minority religious groups, but have a special concern for those in Islamic

states.
Resolution 25

Iran

This Conference, recognising the positive development of recent events in Iran, and in the light of

a declared policy of religious tolerance in that land, respectfully requests the Islamic Republic of

Iran to facilitate a positive response to the many requests, sent on behalf of the Diocese of Iran,

the Primates of the Anglican Communion, and the President Bishop of the Episcopal Church in

Jerusalem and the Middle East, concerning all the claims of the Church in Iran.
Resolution 30

Conscientious Objection

This Conference, recalling Resolution 8 of the Lambeth Conference 1968 to "uphold and extend

the right of conscientious objection," and learning of the jail sentences given to David Bruce and to

Dr. Ivan Toms, both young South Africans, who on grounds of conscience refuse to serve in the

South African Defence Force:

1. sends them greetings and assures them of our prayers; 2. calls on the South African

government (a) to repeal the sentences given to these persons; (b) to provide a more

comprehensive non-military alternative to compulsory military service; (c) to review its legislation

regarding conscientious objection.
Resolution 35

Concerns of South Pacific Islands

This Conference, noting that in Churches of the South Pacific there is deep pain and anxiety in

many tiny island sovereign nations in the region regarding the abuse and exploitation of their lands

and seas by powerful external political and economic forces:

1. Affirms the desire of many indigenous peoples in the region to self-determination and to be in

control of their own affairs and especially of the use of the vital resources of their lands and seas.

2. Supports them in their opposition to the testing of nuclear weapons, the dumping of nuclear

waste and the establishment of further military bases in the region, and calls on France and the

superpowers to cease these activities forthwith.

3. Further supports them in their resistance to all those powerful states and multinational

corporations who, for immediate economic and political gain, rape and destroy the forests,

fisheries and mineral deposits in the region.

4. Wishes to be identified with the stand of the Churches in Australia, New Zealand and Japan in

support of these concerns and requests the member Churches of the Anglican Communion to

make these matters known in their own countries and congregations as a matter of urgency, to

pray for them and to press their governments for action.
Resolution 37

Latin America

This Conference:

1. Affirms that self-determination is a fundamental human right based on the freedom which God

has given to us, and to which every person, nation and region is entitled.

2. Commends and supports the Church in Latin America as it seeks ways and means of helping

their people to develop a higher standard of living and to motivate their governments to provide

greater freedom and justice for their people.

3. Urges those governments whose military policies inhibit self-determination to refrain from unjust

political manipulation of Latin American countries and from military interference in their lives.

4. Urges the lifting of the sanctions imposed upon Nicaragua, Panama and Cuba by the United

States of America.

5. Urges the industrial countries of the world to cease all military aid to combatants in Latin

American countries and to give them economic and humanitarian assistance so as to end the

suffering of the people.

6. Commends the peace effort of the Central American countries and the support given by other

Latin American nations.
Resolution 38

Namibia

This Conference, bearing in mind the tenth anniversary of the United Nations Resolution 435, and

being deeply aware of the protracted suffering of the Namibian people at the hands of the South

African regime:

1. Expresses support for the people in their struggle for independence, and pays tribute to the

Anglican Diocese and the Council of Churches in Namibia for their courageous witness.

2. Calls on the South African government (a) to withdraw from Angola; (b) to implement Resolution

435.
3. Asks the Anglican provinces of Canada, the United Kingdom and the United States of America

to press their governments to fulfil their obligations as members of the Contact Group of nations.
Resolution 39

South Africa

This Conference:

1. Reaffirms its belief that the system of apartheid in South Africa is evil and especially repugnant

because of the cruel way a tyrannical racist system is being upheld in the name of the Christian

faith.

2. Condemns the detention of children without just cause.

3. Calls upon the Churches to press their governments to (a) bring the maximum pressure to bear

on the South African regime in order to promote a genuine process of change towards the

establishment of democratic political structures in a unified state; (b) institute forms of sanction

calculated to have the maximum effect in bringing an end to the evil dispensation, and in

establishing a just peace among all citizens; (c) give direct aid to anti-apartheid organisations

within South Africa particularly with a view to assisting the unemployed and persecuted; (d) give

effective practical support to the Frontline States in order to ensure their economic survival and

welfare, as well as their military protection from the threat of South African aggression; (e) push for

the release of Nelson Mandela and all other political prisoners and detainees in South Africa, and

the unbanning of organisations like the African National Congress and the Pan Africanist Congress

which represent the majority of citizens; (f) give direct moral and humanitarian support to such

organisations in the pursuit of a just order which reflects Gospel values, and urges the Churches to

ensure that none of their own financial resources is [sic.] used to support the present regime in

South Africa and for this purpose to disinvest from all corporations which have a significant

financial stake in South Africa (ACC-7, Resolution 24).

4. Believes that to work for a just peace in South Africa is to work for the true liberation of all

peoples of the region, black and white.
Resolution 40

Environment, Militarism, Justice and Peace

This Conference:

1. Identifies four interrelated areas in which the misuse of people or resources poses a threat to

the life system of the planet, namely (a) unjust distribution of the world's wealth, (b) social injustice

within nations, (c) the rise of militarism, (d) irreversible damage to the environment; and therefore

2. Calls upon each province and diocese to devise a programme of study, reflection and action in

which the following elements should play a part:

(a) as a matter of urgency, the giving of information to our people of what is happening to our

environment, and to encourage them to see stewardship of God's earth for the care of our

neighbours as a necessary part of Christian discipleship and a Christian contribution to citizenship;

(b) actively to support by public statement and in private dialogue, the engagement of

governments, transnational corporations, management and labour in an examination of what their

decisions are doing to our people, and our land, air and water;

(c) opposition to the increase in the arms trade, questioning both excessive expenditure of scarce

resources on weapons and trade policies which look upon arms sales as a legitimate source of

increased export revenue;

(d) the encouragement of Christians to re-examine the currently accepted economic policies which

operate to the disadvantage of those with less bargaining power at every level from international to

personal, and to use God's gifts of technology for the benefit of all;

(e) the critical examination of the exercise of power, first within congregations and all other Church

bodies, and then in secular institutions which affect the lives of all. Insofar as the aim is to achieve
a just and sustainable society world-wide, priority must be given to those modes which nurture

people's gifts and evoke responsible participation rather than those which dominate and exclude.

3.(a) Commends, in general, the participation by every province in the WCC's programme for

"Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation";

(b) Urges Churches, congregations and individual Christians to actively support all other agencies

which share this urgent concern. In particular we commend a widespread study of the United

Nations report "Our Common Future" and a participation by Church bodies in the local responses it

requires;

(c) Recommends that, in view of the resolutions passed by ACC-7, information concerning local

needs and initiatives be shared throughout provinces, possibly by extending the terms of reference

for the existing Peace and Justice Network;

(d) Encourages people everywhere to make changes, personal and corporate, in their attitudes

and life-style, recognizing that wholeness of living requires a right relationship with God, one's

neighbour, and creation.

Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation Some effects, like famine, can be recognised

immediately; some, like pollution, are a creeping crisis which is nonetheless deadly. These major

threats to the earth's future cannot be averted by action in one region of the world alone, nor by

focusing on a single issue. Everything connects.
Resolution 48

Mission to Youth

This Conference:

1. Encourages every diocese to conduct an evaluation of existing mission and ministry among its

youth*, as far as possible in co-operation with other Churches, which should include an

examination of the current nature and extent of youth involvement in the life of the diocese and

provinces and at every level.

2. Suggests that this should include the following questions to be investigated:

(a) What occasions or venues for meeting are provided for young people who have no

contact whatever with the Church or the Christian faith?

(b) What proportion of diocesan and parish budgets is set aside for youth ministry, compared

with other activities?

(c) What relationships exist between the diocese and its clergy on the one hand, and the local

schools and state education authorities on the other, if any?

(d) How are the dioceses and parishes making use of the skills and gifts of local Christian

teachers, youth leaders, young people who have a ministry among their peers, and what

opportunities for encouragement and training in Christian witness are being provided?

*Known elsewhere as a "mission audit"; see [Report of] ACC-6, Resolution 11, p.60, for suggested

guidelines.
Resolution 61

Islamic Fundamentalism

This Conference:

1. Expresses concern that the emergence of Islamic religious fundamentalism has resulted in

serious violation of fundamental human rights, including the right of religious belief, practice and

propagation, as well as destruction of property of Christian Churches in such places as Northern

Nigeria and the Sudan.

2. Urges the ACC to find ways and means of bringing these concerns to international Islamic

organisations and the United Nations, and encourages dialogue with countries where pursuit of

Islamic religious fundamentalism has led to such violations of human rights.
Resolution 62

Peace in the Sudan

This Conference:

1. commends the effort of the Christian Churches in the Sudan in seeking peace and reconciliation

between southern and northern Sudan,

2. urges the government of the Sudan to take the initiative in beginning negotiations with the

Sudan People's Liberation Army as a first step towards peace in the Sudan, and further

3. urges the Sudanese government to consider accepting a third party to initiate peace talks, eg

World Council of Churches and the All Africa Council of Churches.
Resolution 63

Shari'a Law in the Sudan

This Conference

1. Notes with great concern that the government of the Sudan wishes to reintroduce Shari'a Law

and impose it upon the people of the Sudan.

2. Respectfully requests the government of the Sudan to reconsider its decision on this matter and

replace Shari'a Law with some other more humane legislation for punishing offenders.
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Resolution I.2

Religious Freedom and Tolerance

This Conference, meeting at the dawn of the new millennium calls upon:

(a) all faith communities, especially the Christian Church, to acknowledge our responsibility to

mobilise our spiritual, moral and material resources to promote and protect as absolute rights,

each person's freedom of thought, conscience and religion;

(b) the leaders of all faith communities to encourage their congregations to reach out to people of

all faiths among whom they live, move and have their being, in order to proclaim and demonstrate

the imperatives of love and reconciliation as a pre-condition for a new world community; and

(c) governments of all the nations our Churches represent to strive for creation of just and free

conditions for people of all religions to practice their beliefs "either alone or in community with

others and in public or private, to manifest his (or her) religion or belief in teaching, practice,

worship and observance." (UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 18)
Resolution I.3

Justice for Women and Children

This Conference resolves that each member Church represented make an intentional effort to:

(a) discover the ways in which women and children are affected and victimised by the political,

economic, educational, cultural or religious systems in which they live;

(b) discover the ways in which criminal elements of our societies victimise and exploit women and

children;

(c) praise the level of public (local, national and international) awareness about such abuses; and

(d) work toward eliminating abuses through co-operation with existing groups such as ECPAT

(End Child Prostitution in Asian Tourism) and the monitoring agencies of the United Nations and

World Council of Churches.
Resolution I.4

A Faithful Response to Aggression and War

This Conference:

(a) abhors the evil of war;
(b) repudiates and condemns the use of violence for settling religious, economic, cultural or

political disputes;

(c) encourages the use of peacekeeping forces to prevent or forestall the escalation of conflicts,

and to assist in their resolution;

(d) repudiates and condemns the use of terrorism;

(e) decries the production and proliferation of arms;

(f) commits its members to prayer, mediation, and any active, non-violent means we can employ to

end current conflicts and wars and to prevent others; and

(g) urges the nations represented by our Churches and all those on whom we have any influence

whatsoever to join us in this endeavour.
Resolution I.6

The Plight of the People of Northern and Western Uganda

This Conference, acknowledging the appalling suffering of the people of Northern and Western

Uganda as a result of continued civil war waged by rebels, known as LRA and ADF (Lord's

Resistance Army and Allied Democratic Forces), backed by forces from outside Uganda:

(a) urges the government of Uganda to continue to engage in a process which will lead to

reconciliation, peace and justice. The process must include the Governments of Sudan and the

Democratic Republic of Congo, representatives of the Rebels, representatives of main Religious

bodies and Opinion Leaders of the areas affected; and
(b) calls upon the Anglican Consultative Council and appeals to the United Nations organisations

to assist in bringing about a quick settlement of this armed conflict.
Resolution I.7

The Plight of the People of the Sudan, Rwanda and Burundi

This Conference, expressing its horror at the human disaster in the Sudan and Rwanda, urges

that:

(a) the Episcopal Church of the Sudan be encouraged to establish a dynamic network of reciprocal

communications with government bodies, sympathetic Muslims, and non-governmental

organisations, including the All Africa Conference of Churches, the Anglican Consultative Council,

the Primates of the Anglican Communion, the Anglican Observer at the UN, and specialised

organs of the UN and the UN Security Council;

(b) the member Churches of the Anglican Communion find ways to help provide technology,

equipment, vehicles and administrative support in order to make publicity about and response to

the urgent situation in the Sudan, Rwanda and Burundi possible;

(c) the member Churches of the Anglican Communion contribute as generously as possible of

expertise, labour, money, and material goods to aid in necessary rebuilding of these nations on all

levels; and

(d) help be sought from existing organisations whose mission is the facilitation of peace processes,

to aid in the implementation of this resolution.
Resolution I.11

Nuclear Weapons

This Conference resolves to call upon our respective governments and through our governments,

the United Nations and other instruments:

(a) to urge all nations to agree by treaty to stop the production, testing, stock-piling and usage of

nuclear weapons; and

(b) to press for an international mandate for all member states to prohibit nuclear warfare.
Resolution I.13

Landmines

This Conference - attended both by bishops from nations suffering acutely from the presence of

landmines in their own countries (Mrs. Winifred Ochola wife of the Bishop of Kitgum in Uganda

was killed by a landmine), and by bishops from countries that have profited from the manufacture

of landmines:

(a) calls upon all signatory Governments to ratify the Ottawa Convention (without exceptions) at

the earliest possible date;

(b) calls upon all non-signatory Governments to sign and ratify the Ottawa Convention at the

earliest possible date;

(c) calls upon all Governments to provide extra funding for mine clearance programmes, and to

encourage the development of appropriate technology for mine clearance initiatives; and;

(d) calls upon international organisations, all Governments, community level and local Government

initiatives, NGOs, Churches and other people of good will, to engage in educational work on this

issue, provide practical assistance to alleviate the consequences of the massive level of previous

landmine deployment, and engage in practical schemes to reintegrate landmine survivors and their

families into their communities.
Resolution I.14

Euthanasia

In the light of current debate and proposals for the legalisation of euthanasia in several countries,

this Conference:

(a) affirms that life is God-given and has intrinsic sanctity, significance and worth;

(b) defines euthanasia as the act by which one person intentionally causes or assists in causing

the death of another who is terminally or seriously ill in order to end the other's pain and suffering;
(c) resolves that euthanasia, as precisely defined, is neither compatible with the Christian faith nor

should be permitted in civil legislation;

(d) distinguishes between euthanasia and withholding, withdrawing, declining or terminating

excessive medical treatment and intervention, all of which may be consonant with Christian faith in

enabling a person to die with dignity. When a person is in a permanent vegetative state, to sustain

him or her with artificial nutrition and hydration may be seen as constituting medical intervention;

and

(e) commends the Section Report on euthanasia as a suitable introduction for study of such

matters in all Provinces of the Communion.
Resolution I.15

International Debt and Economic Justice

Recognising the importance and urgency of issues of international debt and economic justice, this

Conference adopts the following statement:

(a) We see the issues of international debt and economic justice in the light of our belief in

creation: God has created a world in which we are bound together in a common humanity in which

each person has equal dignity and value. God has generously given to the nations immense

resources which are to be held in trust and used for the wellbeing of all and also offered us in

Christ Jesus liberation from all that which destroys healthy human life - a pattern of giving which

God desires all to follow. The healthy pattern for relationships is of mutual giving and receiving of

God's gifts. Borrowing has its place only in as much as it releases growth for human well being.

When we ignore this pattern, money becomes a force that destroys human community and God's

creation. The vast expansion in the power and quantity of money in recent decades, the huge

increase in borrowing among rich and poor alike, the damaging material and spiritual

consequences to many, bear testimony to this destructive force.

(b) Mindful of the work done by the political leaders, finance ministers, church leaders and people

of creditor nations, we welcome the framework provided by the historic Heavily Indebted Poor

Country Initiative (HIPC) of 1996. We particularly welcome the approach of bringing all creditors

together to agree upon debt relief, and the emphasis on debtor participation. We welcome

unilateral initiatives taken by governments to write off loans owed to Overseas Development

Departments; and initiatives by governments and international financial institutions to strengthen

the capacity of debtor nations to manage debt portfolios, and to co-operate together. We welcome

the commitment by leaders of the eight most powerful economies (the G8) in Birmingham May

1998; to consider withholding future taxpayer-subsidised loans intended for arms sales and other

unproductive purposes .

(c) While recognising these achievements, we wish to assert that these measures do not as yet

provide sufficient release for the hundreds of millions of people whose governments are diverting

scarce resources away from health, education, sanitation and clean water.

(d) We have heard and understood the point of view that poverty reduction is more important than

debt cancellation. Nevertheless we conclude that substantial debt relief, including cancellation of

unpayable debts of the poorest nations under an independent, fair and transparent process, is a

necessary, while not sufficient precondition for freeing these nations, and their people, from the

hopeless downward spiral of poverty. Because indebted nations lose their autonomy to

international creditors, debt cancellation is also a necessary step if these governments are to be

given the dignity, autonomy and independence essential to the growth and development of

democracy. We believe it vital that all of God's people should participate, on the basis of equal

dignity, in the fruits of our interdependent world.

(e) The need for debt relief for the poorest nations is urgent. Children are dying, and societies are

unravelling under the burden of debt. We call for negotiations to be speeded up so that the poorest

nations may benefit from such cancellation by the birth of the new millennium. The imagination of

many, rich and poor alike, has already been gripped by the stark simplicity of this call. This

response can be harnessed for the cause of development.
(f) We call on the political, corporate and church leaders and people of creditor nations:

to accept equal dignity for debtor nations in negotiations over loan agreements and debt relief;

to ensure that the legislatures of lending nations are given the power to scrutinise taxpayer subsidised

loans; and to devise methods of regular legislative scrutiny that hold to account

government-financed creditors, including the multilateral financial institutions, for lending decisions;

to introduce into the design of international financial systems mechanisms that will impose

discipline on lenders, introduce accountability for bad lending, and challenge corruption effectively,

thus preventing future recurrence of debt crises;

to introduce measures that will enable debtor nations to trade fairly with creditor nations. Fair trade

will allow debtor nations to develop their domestic economies. This in turn will allow them to pay

those debts which remain and to take their rightful place in the community of nations;

to ensure that each of the OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)

nations honour their commitment to set aside 0.7% of their GNP for international development.

(g) We call on political leaders, finance ministers, corporate executives traditional rulers, religious

leaders and the people of debtor nation:

to accept independent, fair and transparent procedures for agreeing debt relief;

to adopt much greater transparency and accountability in the process of accepting and agreeing

new loans, particularly as the burden of repayment of these loans will fall largely on the poorest;

ensuring proper scrutiny by legislative bodies of each loan contract signed by government

ministers;

to adopt measures for disciplining elected and paid government officials who corruptly divert public

funds and also to provide for sanctions against private sector persons and bodies who act

corruptly;

to adopt measures for ensuring that additional resources generated from debt relief are allocated

to projects that genuinely benefit the poorest sections of society.

(h) We call on political leaders and finance ministers in both creditor and debtor nations to develop,

in a spirit of partnership, a new, independent, open and transparent forum for the negotiation and

agreement of debt relief for highly indebted nations. In particular, we call on them to co-operate

with the United Nations in the establishment of a Mediation Council whose purpose would be:

to respond to appeals from debtor nations unable to service their debts, except at great human

cost;

to identify those debts that are odious, and therefore not to be considered as debts.

to assess, independently and fairly, the assets and liabilities of indebted nations;

to determine that debt repayments are set at levels which prioritise basic human development

needs over the demands of creditors;

to hold to account those in authority in borrowing countries for the way in which loans have been

spent;

to hold to account those in authority in lending nations for the nature of their lending decisions;

to demand repayment of public funds corruptly diverted to private accounts;

to consult widely over local development needs and the country's capacity to pay; and

to ensure, through public monitoring and evaluation, that any additional resources made available

from debt relief are allocated to projects that genuinely benefit the poor.

(i) We commit ourselves to supporting the objectives outlined above, in the countries in which we

live, whether they are debtor nations or creditor nations. We will seek also to highlight the moral

and theological implications. Mindful of the wisdom held within other faith traditions we shall work

with them, as we are able, to examine the issues of credit and debit and the nature of the

economy.

(j) Furthermore we call upon members of the Communion to co-operate with other people of faith

in programmes of education and advocacy within our dioceses, so that we may help to raise public

awareness of these vital economic issues that impact so deeply on the daily lives of the poor.
(k) Finally, we call on all Primates to challenge their dioceses to fund international development

programmes, recognised by provinces, at a level of at least 0.7% of annual total diocesan income.
Resolution II.4

Christianity In Islamic Societies

This Conference;

a. mindful of the great changes that have taken place in many nations with a substantial or

majority Islamic population, and recognising the historic contributions of Islamic culture to

ideals of justice and religious freedom;

b. views with concern the tendency in some such nations to seek to enforce a legal code

which encourages discrimination against, or harassment of, non-Muslim communities;

c. resolves:

i. respectfully to request the governments of nations where such discriminations

and harassment are common occurrences to affirm their commitment to religious

liberty; and

ii. to pledge ourselves to support the civil and religious liberties of Muslims in

situations where they are in a minority, and to combat prejudice and ignorance

about Islam among Christians and others.
Resolution V.20

On the Holy Land

This Conference:

a. expresses its deep ongoing concern about the tragic situation in the Holy Land, especially

as it affects the City of Jerusalem; (

b. affirms the following points:

i. Jerusalem is holy to the three Abrahamic faiths, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam,

and a home equally for Palestinians and Israelis;

ii. The status of Jerusalem is fundamental to any just and lasting peace settlement

and therefore it should serve as the capital of two sovereign states, Israel and

Palestine, with free access to the adherents of all three faiths.
iii. East Jerusalem is an integral part of the occupied territories, and should be

included in all political arrangements relating to those territories, including selfdetermination,

release of prisoners, right of return, and eventual sovereignty;

iv. The continued serious decline of the Christian Community is a substantial threat

to the threefold presence in the Holy City;

v. The continued building and expansion of Jewish Settlements within East

Jerusalem and the occupied territories remains a major obstacle to any just and

lasting peace.

c. urges the government of Israel to recognize the right of Palestinians, Christians and

Muslims alike to build their own homes and establish their own institutions in Jerusalem;

d. sends a message of love, hope and support to our fellow Christians in Israel and

Palestine;

e. encourages our own congregations in greater dialogue, understanding and fellowship with

their brothers and sisters in that land;

f. urges our political leaders to take every opportunity to encourage the Israeli Government

and Palestinian Authority to work urgently for a just and lasting peace settlement, to

include fair and proper provision for the right of return to the land of those Palestinians

dispossessed by the conflicts of the past fifty years;

g. urges the United Nations, and the governments of the United States and the European

Community to use diplomatic and economic influence in support of the above and to

demonstrate as firm a commitment to justice for Palestinians as they do for the security of

the State of Israel;

h. continues to uphold all those, in any nation, who have committed themselves to working

for the cause of peace, praying that they may have wisdom and courage to bring this

process to a just conclusion; and
i. resolves to send copies of this resolution to the respective parties mentioned above as

well as to the Prime Minister of Israel and the President of the Palestinian Authority.
Resolution V.22

Iraq and Libya

This Conference:

a. aware of the serious effects of economic sanctions on two of the major countries of the

Province of Jerusalem and the Middle East (i.e. Iraq and Libya);

b. concerned about the plight of the civilian populations of these countries, particularly those

who are vulnerable because basic medicines and food are lacking; calls upon the Security

Council of the United Nations urgently to review the situation.
Resolution V.30

St. Helenians' citizenship in the United Kingdom

This Conference:

i. supports the members of the government of the United Kingdom who are urging that full

British Citizenship be granted to the citizens of all the British Overseas Territories, and

ii. respectfully draws their attention to the islanders of St Helena and the specially strong

reasons for full British Citizenship to be restored to them.
Resolution V.31

Apartheid

This Conference:

a. gives thanks to God for the end of apartheid rule and of centuries of colonial oppression in

South Africa; and

b. welcomes the first democratically elected government under President Mandela and

sends greetings and good wishes to him and to all the people of South Africa.
Resolution V.32

Namibia

This Conference:

a. gives thanks to God for the successful decolonisation process that led to the attainment of

freedom and independence in Namibia; and

b. sends a message of good wishes to the President of Namibia, Dr Samuel Shafiishuna

Nujoma and the people of Namibia, assuring them of our prayers for lasting peace,

stability and prosperity.
Resolution V.34

Christian - Muslim relations

This Conference:

a. noting that -

i. to the Muslim community, a secular state is a state of hostility to religion;

ii. to the Christian community, a secular state is the separation of church and state

and a guarantee of freedom of religion; and

iii. the experience of Christian - Muslim relations calls attention to the issue of the

appropriate relationship between politics and religion,

b. supports the idea of a national state in which all religions are free to establish and

propagate themselves without the state and religion becoming either interchangeable or

mutually hostile.
