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Resolution 62

Spiritualism, Christian Science, Theosophy - Christian Science

We declare our thankfulness for the devoted labours of those engaged in scientific research and

for the progress made in medicine, surgery, nursing, hygiene and sanitation. Believing that all

these means of healing and preventing disease and relieving suffering are gifts that come from

God, we acknowledge our duty to use them faithfully for the welfare of mankind.
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Resolution 3

The Christian Doctrine of God

We affirm the supreme and unshaken authority of the Holy Scriptures as presenting the truth

concerning God and the spiritual life in its historical setting and in its progressive revelation, both

throughout the Old Testament and in the New. It is no part of the purpose of the Scriptures to give

information on those themes which are the proper subject matter of scientific enquiry, nor is the

Bible a collection of separate oracles, each containing a final declaration of truth. The doctrine of

God is the centre of its teaching, set forth in its books "by divers portions and in divers manners."

As Jesus Christ is the crown, so also is he the criterion of all revelation. We would impress upon

Christian people the necessity of banishing from their minds the ideas concerning the character of

God which are inconsistent with the character of Jesus Christ. We believe that the work of our Lord

Jesus Christ is continued by the Holy Spirit, who not only interpreted him to the Apostles, but has

in every generation inspired and guided those who seek truth.
Resolution 5

The Christian Doctrine of God

We recognize in the modern discoveries of science - whereby the boundaries of knowledge are

extended, the needs of men are satisfied and their sufferings alleviated - veritable gifts of God, to

be used with thankfulness to him, and with that sense of responsibility which such thankfulness

must create.
Resolution 7

The Christian Doctrine of God

We welcome an increased readiness in many educational authorities to accept the influence and

assistance of the Church in its teaching capacity, and we urge that every effort should be made

throughout the Church to seek such opportunities and to use them with sympathy and discretion.

As the intellectual meaning and content of the Christian doctrine of God cannot be fully

apprehended without the aid of the highest human knowledge, it is essential that Christian

theology should be studied and taught in universities in contact with philosophy, science and

criticism, and to that end that faculties of theology should be established in universities wherever

possible.
Resolution 29

The Life and Witness of the Christian Community - Peace and War

Believing that peace within the nation and among the nations is bound up with the acceptance of

Christian principles in the ordering of social and industrial life, the Conference reaffirms the

Resolutions (73-80) of the Lambeth Conference of 1920, which deal with that subject. While there

is in many countries an increasing desire for justice and therefore a growing will to peace, the

world is still faced with grave social and economic evils which are an offence to the Christian

conscience, and a menance to peace. All these evils call for the best scientific treatment on

international lines, and also for a practical application of the principle of united service and selfsacrifice

on the part of all Christian people.
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Resolution 3

The Christian Doctrine of Man

The Conference welcomes the great advance in scientific discovery characteristic of our age, and

repudiates the suggestion that any check should be placed upon it. But we insist that the

consequent growth of man's knowledge increases his moral responsibility for the use he makes of

it.
Resolution 4

The Christian Doctrine of Man

We fully share man's aspiration for fellowship in an ordered society and for freedom of individual

achievement, but we assert that no view of man can be satisfactory which confines his interests

and hopes to this world and this life alone; such views belittle man and blind him to the greatness

of his destiny.
Resolution 23

The Church and the Modern World - The Church and the Modern State

Since the state, industry, and community services are offering an increasing number of posts

which may be made spheres of Christian influence, the Conference calls upon Church members to

bring to such posts not only professional training and a sense of vocation but also a sound

knowledge of the Christian doctrine of God and man.
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Resolution 8

The Bible

The Conference acknowledges gratefully the work of scientists in increasing man's knowledge of

the universe, wherein is seen the majesty of God in his creative activity. It therefore calls upon

Christian people both to learn reverently from every new disclosure of truth, and at the same time

to bear witness to the biblical message of a God and Saviour apart from whom no gift can be

rightly used.
Resolution 9

The Bible

In view of the lack of understanding which can develop in consequence of the different thought and

language of the Bible and the modern world, the Conference urges Christian scholars and leaders

to co-operate with men of science and other kinds of modern learning in the study of their

respective modes of thought and speech.
Resolution 107

The Reconciling of Conflicts Between and Within Nations - Modern Warfare and Christian

Responsibility

The Conference calls Christians to subject to intense prayer and study their attitudes to the issues

involved in modern warfare, and urges the Church to continue to consult regularly with scientists

and political leaders about the many problems of ethics and conscience which arise from

advances in nuclear research.
Resolution 131

The Family in Contemporary Society - The Mutual Exchange of Information

The Conference, believing that a need exists within the Anglican Communion for a far greater

sharing of study, and that, especially in areas where research is advancing rapidly, and where

social and political changes are pressing, the usefulness of the Anglican Communion, under God,

depends upon the maintenance of the closest possible relations between the provinces and their

various activities of exploration and investigation, and recommends that His Grace the President

and the Consultative Body consider and adopt appropriate means of establishing and maintaining

such common conversations and mutual exchange.
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Resolution 2

Faith in the Living God

The Conference, having considered and welcomed

(a) the increasing extent of human knowledge,

(b) the prospect of human control of the natural environment,

(c) the searching enquiries of the theologians, calls the Church to a faith in the living

God which is adventurous, expectant, calm, and confident, and to faith in the

standards of Christ, who was, and is, and is to come, as the criterion of what is to

be welcomed and what is to be resisted in contemporary society.
Resolution 3

Faith in the Living God

The Conference recommends that theologians be encouraged to continue to explore fresh ways of

understanding God's revelation of himself in Christ, expressed in language that makes sense in

our time. It believes that this requires of the theologian respect for tradition and, of the Church,

respect for freedom of inquiry.
Resolution 6

Man's Stewardship of Nature

The Conference urges all Christians, in obedience to the doctrine of creation, to take all possible

action to ensure man's responsible stewardship over nature; in particular in his relationship with

animals, and with regard to the conservation of the soil, and the prevention of the pollution of air,

soil, and ocean.
Resolution 19

The Study of Social and Political Change

The Conference recommends:

(a) That, recognising that for the foreseeable future the greater part of the earth will retain agrarian

forms of society, the provinces of the Anglican Communion co-operate with the World Council of

Churches and other agencies to carry out the regional surveys necessary to determine specific

technological and other development needs in both agrarian and industrial areas; and further, that

the local Church in agrarian communities be urged to promote or co-operate in appropriate

political, economic, and social development projects as its witness to the Gospel of the incarnate

Lord; and that in both agrarian and industrial areas the structures of the Church, devised for static

and pre-industrial societies, be renewed for more effective impact on rapidly changing societies.

(b) That the normal pattern for the missionary structure of the Church be that of ecumenical action

and that every use be made of consultants from the social sciences and related fields.

(c) That the Church increasingly call on the skills of full-time professionals in such fields as social

work, community organisation, education, recreational activities, and the mass media, and that

they be regarded as members of the integral staff of the Church.

(d) That the Church increasingly work for social goals which really benefit human beings, eg. in

housing, education, health, and adequate wages, using both secular agencies and, where

appropriate, its own social agencies.

(e) That the Church increasingly give itself seriously to the redeployment of resources of men and

money so as to take the initiatives that effective mission requires both at home and abroad.

(f) That, in consequence of the last recommendation, a serious study be made of existing buildings

and the planning of new ones.
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Resolution 29

Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS)

This Conference, recognising (a) that the disease AIDS poses a catastrophic threat to every part of

the world, and (b) that unless preventative measures are taken, the disease can spread rapidly

(though the long latency period may mask its presence, thus giving a false sense of security), asks

bishops to accept their responsibility to witness to Christ's compassion and care, in response to

this crisis, by giving a lead in:

1. The promotion of, and co-operation with, educational programmes both of Church and state

concerned with the cause and prevention of the disease, in a loving and non-judgemental spirit

towards those who suffer.

2. The development of diocesan strategies: (a) to train and support pastoral helpers; (b) to give

direct personal support to those living with AIDS; (c) to identify and try to resolve the social

problems leading to and arising from the disease; (d) to reaffirm the traditional biblical teaching

that sexual intercourse is an act of total commitment which belongs properly within a permanent

married relationship.

3. The need to work together: (a) to encourage global co-operation between Churches,

governments and non-government agencies in the fight against the disease; (b) to develop ways in

which the Churches can share information and resources; (c) to press where necessary for

political action; (d) to promote prayer for all concerned, not forgetting those active in research to

discover a cure.
Resolution 64

Human Rights for Those of Homosexual Orientation

This Conference:

1. Reaffirms the statement of the Lambeth Conference of 1978 on homosexuality, recognising the

continuing need in the next decade for "deep and dispassionate study of the question of

homosexuality, which would take seriously both the teaching of Scripture and the results of

scientific and medical research."

2. Urges such study and reflection to take account of biological, genetic and psychological

research being undertaken by other agencies, and the socio-cultural factors that lead to the

different attitudes in the provinces of our Communion.

3. Calls each province to reassess, in the light of such study and because of our concern for

human rights, its care for and attitude towards persons of homosexual orientation.
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Resolution I.11

Nuclear Weapons

This Conference resolves to call upon our respective governments and through our governments,

the United Nations and other instruments:

(a) to urge all nations to agree by treaty to stop the production, testing, stock-piling and usage of

nuclear weapons; and

(b) to press for an international mandate for all member states to prohibit nuclear warfare.
Resolution IV.8

A Common Date for Easter

This Conference:

a. welcomes the work of the WCC on a common date for Easter, recognising that in the year

2001, according to calculations by both the Eastern and Western Churches, the date of

the Easter/Pascha observance will coincide; and

b. recommends:

i. that the following procedures for achieving a commonly recognised date for the

annual celebration of Easter, as the day of resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ,

should be agreed upon by all Christian Churches:

i. maintain the Nicene norms (that Easter fall on the Sunday following the

first vernal new moon);

ii. calculate the date of the vernal equinox from the data provided by the

most accurate scientific and astronomical methods;

iii. use as the basis of reckoning the meridian of Jerusalem, the place of

Christ's death and resurrection.

ii. that each province of the Anglican Communion be invited to endorse the above

resolutions and to report its endorsement to the Secretary of the Anglican

Consultative Council by the Feast of the Nativity, AD 2000 and that these

responses be reported to the WCC.
Resolution V.14

On Social Justice issues in the Oceania region

This Conference, noting that in the Churches of Oceania (Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia,

Australia, Melanesia and Papua New Guinea) there continues to be much concern about a variety

of social justice issues affecting island nations, indigenous peoples and rural communities:

a. reaffirms the recommendations of the 1988 Lambeth Conference Resolution 35

(Concerns of South Pacific Islands) on the right of indigenous peoples to self

determination, that they "be in control of their own affairs and especially of the use of the

vital resources of their lands and seas", the development of a truly nuclear- free Pacific,

the cessation of unjust exploitation of the region's natural resources and the need for

international advocacy on these issues;
b. affirms its support for the recognition of indigenous land title;

c. expresses its concern that where existing indigenous land title is under threat whether

through domestic legislation, globalisation, structural adjustment programmes and debt

rescheduling, resulting in increased foreign ownership and control of indigenous land and

resources;

d. recognises the effect of unpayable international debt on island nations and calls for

immediate relief as outlined by the Jubilee 2000 campaign;

e. encourages the nations of Oceania to address corruption in government and business and

to participate in the establishment of an international code of practice for financial

management;

f. supports the actions of churches, governments and other organisations to challenge those

aspects of globalisation which are having a negative impact upon agriculture, forestry and

fishing throughout Oceania;

g.

i. stands in solidarity with Pacific island nations facing disaster because of global

warming and rising sea levels;

ii. encourages a broad range of research, education and action on global warming

and its effects;

iii. requests churches to urge their governments to fund this research, education and

action;
h. requests churches in Australia, Aotearoa/New Zealand, East Asia and other countries

engaged in trade and economic activities in Oceania,

i. to become more aware of these activities by their governments and multi-national

corporations in the region;

ii. where these activities are unjust and exploitative, to become strong advocates of

social justice to eliminate this exploitation.
