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Resolution 11

That this Conference recognises with thankfulness the revival alike of brotherhoods and

sisterhoods and of the office of deaconess in our branch of the Church, and commends to the

attention of the Church the Report of the Committee appointed to consider the Relation of

Religious Communities to the Episcopate.
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Resolution 46

The Position of Women in the Councils and Ministrations of the Church

Women should be admitted to those councils of the Church to which laymen are admitted, and on

equal terms. Diocesan, provincial, or national synods may decide when or how this principle is to

be brought into effect.
Resolution 47

The Position of Women in the Councils and Ministrations of the Church

The time has come when, in the interests of the Church at large, and in particular of the

development of the ministry of women, the diaconate of women should be restored formally and

canonically, and should be recognised throughout the Anglican Communion.
Resolution 48

The Position of Women in the Councils and Ministrations of the Church

The order of deaconesses is for women the one and only order of the ministry which has the

stamp of apostolic approval, and is for women the only order of the ministry which we can

recommend that our branch of the Catholic Church should recognise and use.
Resolution 49

The Position of Women in the Councils and Ministrations of the Church

The office of deaconess is primarily a ministry of succour, bodily and spiritual, especially to

women, and should follow the lines of the primitive rather than of the modern diaconate of men. It

should be understood that the deaconess dedicates herself to a life-long service, but that no vow

or implied promise of celibacy should be required as necessary for admission to the order.
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Nevertheless, deaconesses who desire to do so may legitimately pledge themselves either as

members of a community, or as individuals, to a celibate life.
Resolution 50

The Position of Women in the Councils and Ministrations of the Church

In every branch of the Anglican Communion there should be adopted a Form and Manner of

Making of Deaconesses such as might fitly find a place in the Book of Common Prayer, containing

in all cases provision for:

1. prayer by the bishop and the laying-on of his hands;

2. a formula giving authority to execute the office of a deaconess in the Church of God;

3. the delivery of the New Testament by the bishop to each candidate.
Resolution 51

The Position of Women in the Councils and Ministrations of the Church

The Forms for the Making and Ordering of Deaconesses should be of the same general character,

and as far as possible similar in their most significant parts, though varying in less important details

in accordance with local needs.
Resolution 52

The Position of Women in the Councils and Ministrations of the Church

The following functions may be entrusted to the deaconess, in addition to the ordinary duties which

would normally fall to her:

1. to prepare candidates for baptism and confirmation;

2. to assist at the administration of Holy Baptism; and to be the administrant in cases of

necessity in virtue of her office;

3. to pray with and give counsel to such women as desire help in difficulties and perplexities;

4. with the approval of the bishop and of the parish priest, and under such conditions as shall

from time to time be laid down by the bishop:

i. in church to read Morning and Evening Prayer and the Litany, except such

portions as are assigned to the priest only;

ii. in church also to lead in prayer and, under licence of the bishop, to instruct and

exhort the congregation.

Voting on Clause d(ii): For 117; Against 81.
Resolution 53

The Position of Women in the Councils and Ministrations of the Church

Opportunity should be given to women as to men (duly qualified and approved by the bishop) to

speak in consecrated or unconsecrated buildings, and to lead in prayer, at other than the regular

and appointed services of the Church. Such diocesan arrangements, both for men and for women,

should wherever possible be subject to provincial control and co-ordination.
Resolution 54

The Position of Women in the Councils and Ministrations of the Church

The Conference recommends that careful inquiry should be made in the several branches of the

Anglican Communion as to the position and recognition of women workers in the Church, the

conditions of their employment, and the remuneration of those who receive salaries.
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Resolution 24

The Life and Witness of the Christian Community - Race

The Conference would insist that the maintenance of the Christian obligation on the part of men to

respect and honour womanhood, involving the equally chivalrous treatment of the women of all

races, is fundamental; and conversely, the Christian obligation on the part of women to maintain a

high standard of morals and conduct, especially in their relations with men of a different colour is

equally fundamental.
Resolution 66

The Ministry of the Church - The Ministry of Women

The Conference wishes to insist on the great importance of offering to women of ability and

education, who have received adequate special training, posts which provide full scope for their

powers and bring to them real partnership with those who direct the work of the Church, and

genuine responsibility for their share of it, whether in parish or diocese; so that such women may

find in the Church's service a sphere for the exercise of their capacity.
Resolution 67

The Ministry of the Church - The Ministry of Women

The order of deaconess is for women the one and only order of the ministry which we can

recommend our branch of the Catholic Church to recognise and use.
Resolution 68

The Ministry of the Church - The Ministry of Women

The ordination of a deaconess should everywhere include prayer by the bishop and the laying-on

of hands, the delivery of the New Testament to the candidate, and a formula giving authority to

execute the office of a deaconess in the Church of God. Such ordination need not be at the Ember

seasons, and should not be combined with an ordination or priests or deacons, but should always

be held in the face of the Church.
Resolution 69

The Ministry of the Church - The Ministry of Women

The Conference re-asserts the words in Resolution 49 of the Lambeth Conference of 1920, viz.

"The office of a deaconess is primarily a ministry of succour, bodily and spiritual, especially to

women, and should follow the lines of the primitive rather than of the modern diaconate of men." It

should be understood that the deaconess dedicates herself to a life-long service, but no vow or

implied promise of celibacy should be required as necessary for admission to the order.
Resolution 70

The Ministry of the Church - The Ministry of Women

Under the sanction of the province, the bishop may, on the request of the parish priest, entrust the

following functions to the ordained deaconess:

a. to assist the minister in the preparation of candidates for baptism and for confirmation;

b. to assist at the administration of Holy Baptism by virtue of her office;

c. to baptize in church, and to officiate at the Churching of Women;

d. in church to read Morning and Evening Prayer and the Litany, except such portions as are

reserved to the priest, and to lead in prayer; with the license of the bishop, to instruct and

preach, except in the service of Holy Communion.
Resolution 71

The Ministry of the Church - The Ministry of Women

The Conference recommends that bishops give commissions to women of special qualifications to

speak at other than the regular services, or to conduct retreats, or to give spiritual counsel.
Resolution 72

The Ministry of the Church - The Ministry of Women

Every stipendiary woman worker, whether parochial or other, should receive formal recognition

from the bishop, who should satisfy himself not only of her general fitness, but also that an

adequate stipend is secured to her with provision for a pension, and that she works under a

definite form of agreement.
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Resolution 48

The Church and the Modern World - The Christian Way of Life

The Conference, recognising that marriage and motherhood remain the normal vocation of

women, urges the importance of fostering in girls the sense of the dignity of this calling and the

need to prepare for it. At the same time it welcomes the great contributions now being made by

women in many walks of life, and urges that girls and young women be given the fullest possible

opportunities for vocational training.
Resolution 113

Proposed Chinese Canon

The General Synod of the Church in China having brought before the Lambeth Conference a

proposal received from the Diocese of South China that for an experimental period of twenty years

a deaconess might (subject to certain conditions) be ordained to the priesthood, and the General

Synod having referred to the Conference the question "whether or not such liberty to experiment

within the framework of the Anglican Communion would be in accordance with Anglican tradition

and order," the Conference feels bound to reply that in its opinion such an experiment would be

against the tradition and order and would gravely affect the internal and external relations of the

Anglican Communion.

Women in the Anglican Communion Li, Florence Tim Oi, 1907-1992 Hall, Ronald Owen, 1895-

1975 Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui
Resolution 114

Proposed Chinese Canon

The Conference reaffirms Resolution 67 of the Conference of 1930 that "the order of deaconess is

for women the one and only order of the ministry which we can recommend our branch of the

Catholic Church to recognise and use." It also approves the resolution adopted in 1939-1941 in

both Houses of the Convocations of Canterbury and York "that the order of deaconesses is the

one existing ordained ministry for women in the sense of being the only order of ministry in the

Anglican Communion to which women are admitted by episcopal imposition of hands."
Resolution 115

Proposed Chinese Canon

The Conference is aware that in some quarters there is a desire that the question of ordination of

women to the priesthood should be reconsidered. The Conference, recalling that the question was

examined in England by the Archbishops' Commission on the Ministry of Women whose Report

was published in 1935, is of opinion that the time has not come for its further formal consideration.
Resolution 116

Proposed Chinese Canon

The Conference desires to draw attention again to the wide and important range of work which

may be entrusted to deaconesses by the constituted authorities of any province of the Anglican

Communion; and recommends that in all parts of the Anglican Communion the work of

deaconesses should be encouraged and their status and function defined.
Resolutions Archive from 1958

1958.pdf

Resolution 93

Ministries and Manpower - The Contribution of Women

The Conference thankfully recognises the particular contribution of women to the mission of the

Church; and urges that fuller use should be made of trained and qualified women, and that

spheres of progressive responsibility and greater security should be planned for them.
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Resolution 30

The Ministry - Fellowships for Church Women

The Conference welcomes the appearance of fellowships for Church women in various parts of the

Anglican Communion and commends the development and extension of these associations for an

increase of devotion and neighbourliness and for witness to the faith of Jesus Christ.
Resolution 32

The Ministry - The Diaconate

The Conference recommends:

(a) That the diaconate, combining service of others with liturgical functions, be open to

(i) men and women remaining in secular occupations,

(ii) full-time church workers,

(iii) those selected for priesthood.

(b) That Ordinals should, where necessary, be revised:

(i) to take account of the new role envisaged for the diaconate;

(ii) by the removal of reference to the diaconate as "an inferior office";
(iii) by emphasis upon the continuing element of "diakonia" in the ministry of bishops and

priests.

(a) That those made deaconesses by laying-on of hands with appropriate prayers be

declared to be within the diaconate.

(b) That appropriate canonical legislation be enacted by provinces and regional Churches to

provide for those already ordained deaconesses.
Resolution 34

The Ministry - Ordination of Women to the Priesthood

The Conference affirms its opinion that the theological arguments as at present presented for and

against the ordination of women to the priesthood are inconclusive.
Resolution 35

The Ministry - Ordination of Women to the Priesthood

The Conference requests every national and regional Church or province to give careful study to

the question of the ordination of women to the priesthood and to report its findings to the Anglican

Consultative Council (or Lambeth Consultative Body) which will make them generally available to

the Anglican Communion.
Resolution 36

The Ministry - Ordination of Women to the Priesthood

The Conference requests the Anglican Consultative Council (or Lambeth Consultative Body)

(a) to initiate consultations with other Churches which have women in their ordained ministry and

with those which have not;

(b) to distribute this information thus secured throughout the Anglican Communion.
Resolution 37

The Ministry - Ordination of Women to the Priesthood

The Conference recommends that, before any national or regional Church or province makes a

final decision to ordain women to the priesthood, the advice of the Anglican Consultative Council

(or Lambeth Consultative Body) be sought and carefully considered.
Resolution 69

The Role of the Anglican Communion - Anglican Consultative Council

The Conference accepts and endorses the appended proposals concerning the Anglican

Consultative Council and its Constitution and submits them to the member Churches of the

Anglican Communion for approval. Approval shall be by a two-thirds majority of the member

Churches and shall be signified to the Secretary of the Lambeth Consultative Body not later than

31 October 1969.

Anglican Consultative Council ANGLICAN CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL Functions 1. To share

information about developments in one or more provinces with the other parts of the Communion

and to serve as needed as an instrument of common action.

2. To advise on inter-Anglican, provincial, and diocesan relationships, including the division of

provinces, the formation of new provinces and of regional councils, and the problems of extraprovincial

dioceses.

3. To develop as far as possible agreed Anglican policies in the world mission of the Church and to

encourage national and regional Churches to engage together in developing and implementing

such policies by sharing their resources of manpower, money, and experience to the best

advantage of all.

4. To keep before national and regional Churches the importance of the fullest possible Anglican

collaboration with other Christian Churches.

5. To encourage and guide Anglican participation in the ecumenical movement and the ecumenical

organisations; to co-operate with the World Council of Churches and the world confessional bodies

on behalf of the Anglican Communion; and to make arrangements for the conduct of pan-Anglican

conversations with the Roman Catholic Church, the Orthodox Churches, and other Churches.
6. To advise on matters arising out of national or regional Church union negotiations or

conversations and on subsequent relations with united Churches.

7. To advise on problems on inter-Anglican communication and to help in the dissemination of

Anglican and ecumenical information.

8. To keep in review the needs that may arise for further study and, where necessary, to promote

inquiry and research.

Constitution Membership

1. The Council shall be constituted initially with a membership according to the Schedule below.

With the assent of two-thirds of the metropolitans, it shall have power to make alterations in the

Schedule as changing circumstances may require.

2. Members shall be chosen as provincial, national, or regional machinery provides. Alternates

shall be named by each Church and shall be invited to attend if a Church would otherwise be

unrepresented for a whole session of the Council.

3. The Council shall have power to co-opt as set out in the Schedule of Membership.

4. The term of office for members appointed according to the Schedule, and for co-opted

members, shall be six years. Except as provided in the recommendation below for the initial

period, members shall be ineligible for immediate re-election. Bishops and other clerical members

shall cease to be members on retirement from ecclesiastical office, and all members shall similarly

cease to be members on moving to another regional Church or province of the Anglican

Communion. Casual vacancies shall be filled by the appointing bodies, and persons thus

appointed shall serve for the unexpired term.

5. The Council shall have the right to call in advisers, Anglicans or others, at its discretion.

6.Officers.

(a) The Archbishop of Canterbury shall be President of the Council and, when present, shall

preside at the inaugural session of each meeting of the Council. He shall be ex officio a member of

its committees.

(b) The Council shall elect a Chairman and Vice-Chairman from its own number, who shall hold

office for six years.

(c) The Council shall appoint for a specified term a Secretary, who shall be known as the Secretary

General of the Council, and shall determine his duties.

7.Frequency of Meetings.

The Council shall meet every two years at the call of the Chairman in consultation with the

President and the Secretary General.

8.Standing Committee

The Council shall appoint a Standing Committee of nine members, which shall include the

Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Council. The Secretary General shall be its Secretary. The

Standing Committee shall meet annually. It shall have the right to call advisers.

9.Locality of Meetings.

As far as possible, the Council and its Standing Committee shall meet in various parts of the world.

10.Budget

The Council shall produce an annual budget, including the stipend and expenses of the Secretary

General, his staff, and office, and this shall be apportioned among the member Churches of the

Anglican Communion.

Amendment of the Constitution 11. Amendments to this Constitution shall be submitted by the

Council to the constitutional bodies of the member Churches and must be ratified by two-thirds of

such bodies.
membership, at the beginning one-third of the delegates shall be appointed as elected for a twoyear

period, one-third for a four-year period, and the remaining third for a single period of six

years. Those elected for a two-year or four-year period shall be eligible for appointment for one

further period of six years. Thereafter all appointments or elections shall be for six years.

Schedule of Membership The membership of the Council shall be as follows:

(a) The Archbishop of Canterbury (b) Three from each of the following, consisting of a bishop, a

priest or deacon, and a lay person: The Church of England; The Episcopal Church of the United

States of America; The Church of India, Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon; The Anglican Church of

Canada; The Church of England in Australia.

(c) Two from each of the following, consisting of a bishop, and a priest, deacon, or lay person: The

Church in Wales; The Church in Ireland; The Episcopal Church in Scotland; The Church of the

Province of South Africa; The Church of the Province of West Africa; The Church of the Province

of Central Africa; The Church of the Province of East Africa; The Church of the Province of

Uganda, Rwanda, and Burundi; The Church of the Province of New Zealand; The Church of the

Province of the West Indies; Nippon Sei Ko Ki; The Archbishopric in Jerusalem; The Council of the

Church of South-East Asia; The South Pacific Anglican Council; Latin America; any province of the

Anglican Communion not at present represented.

(d) Co-opted members: The Council shall have power to co-opt up to six additional members, of

whom at least two shall be women and two lay persons not over 28 years of age at the time of

appointment.
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Resolution 20

Women in the Diaconate

The Conference recommends, in accordance with Resolution 32(c) of the Lambeth Conference of

1968, those member Churches which do not at present ordain women as deacons now to consider

making the necessary legal and liturgical changes to enable them to do so, instead of admitting

them to a separate order of deaconesses.
Resolution 21

Women in the Priesthood

1. The Conference notes that since the last Lambeth Conference in 1968, the Diocese of Hong

Kong, the Anglican Church of Canada, the Episcopal Church in the United States of America, and

the Church of the Province of New Zealand have admitted women to the presbyterate, and that

eight other member Churches of the Anglican Communion have now either agreed or approved in

principle or stated that there are either no fundamental or no theological objections to the

ordination of women to the historic threefold ministry of the Church.

We also note that other of its member Churches have not yet made a decision on the matter.

Others again have clearly stated that they do hold fundamental objections to the ordination of

women to the historic threefold ministry of the Church.

2. The Conference acknowledges that both the debate about the ordination of women as well as

the ordinations themselves have, in some Churches, caused distress and pain to many on both

sides. To heal these and to maintain and strengthen fellowship is a primary pastoral responsibility

of all, and especially of the bishops.

3. The Conference also recognises

(a) the autonomy of each of its member Churches, acknowledging the legal right of each

Church to make its own decision about the appropriateness of admitting women to Holy

Orders;

(b) that such provincial action in this matter has consequences of the utmost significance for

the Anglican Communion as a whole.

4. The Conference affirms its commitment to the preservation of unity within and between all

member Churches of the Anglican Communion.

5. The Conference therefore

(a) encourages all member Churches of the Anglican Communion to continue in communion

with one another, notwithstanding the admission of women (whether at present or in the

future) to the ordained ministry of some member Churches;

(b) in circumstances in which the issue of the ordination of women has caused, or may cause,

problems of conscience, urges that every action possible be taken to ensure that all

baptized members of the Church continue to be in communion with their bishop and that

every opportunity be given for all members to work together in the mission of the Church

irrespective of their convictions regarding this issue;

(c) requests the Anglican Consultative Council

(i) to use its good offices to promote dialogue between those member Churches

which ordain women and those which do not, with a view to exploring ways in

which the fullest use can be made of women's gifts within the total ministry of

the Church in our Communion; and

(ii) to maintain, and wherever possible extend, the present dialogue with

Churches outside the Anglican family.

6. Consistent with the foregoing, this Conference

(a) declares its acceptance of those member Churches which now ordain women, and urges

that they respect the convictions of those provinces and dioceses which do not;

(b) declares its acceptance of those member Churches which do not ordain women, and

urges that they respect the convictions of those provinces and dioceses which do.

(c) With regard to women who have been ordained in the Anglican Communion being

authorised to exercise their ministry in provinces which have not ordained women, we

recommend that, should synodical authority be given to enable them to exercise it, it be

exercised only

(i) where pastoral need warrants and

(ii) where such a ministry is agreeable to the bishop, clergy, and people where the

ministry is to be exercised and where it is approved by the legally responsible

body of the parish, area, or institution where such a ministry is to be exercised.

7. We recognise that our accepting this variety of doctrine and practice in the Anglican Communion

may disappoint the Roman Catholic, Orthodox, and Old Catholic Churches, but we wish to make it

clear

(a) that the holding together of diversity within a unity of faith and worship is part

of the Anglican heritage;

(b) that those who have taken part in ordinations of women to the priesthood

believe that these ordinations have been into [sic.] the historic ministry of the

Church as the Anglican Communion has received it; and

(c) that we hope the dialogue between these other Churches and the member

Churches of our Communion will continue because we believe that we still

have understanding of the truth of God and his will to learn from them as

together we all move towards a fuller catholicity and a deeper fellowship in

the Holy Spirit.

8. This Conference urges that further discussions about the ordination of women be held within a

wider consideration of theological issues of ministry and priesthood.

Voting: For 316; Against 37; Abstentions 17.
Resolution 22

Women in the Episcopate

While recognising that a member Church of the Anglican Communion may wish to consecrate a

women to the episcopate, and accepting that such member Church must act in accordance with its

own constitution, the Conference recommends that no decision to consecrate be taken without

consultation with the episcopate through the primates and overwhelming support in any member

Church and in the diocese concerned, lest the bishop's office should become a cause of disunity

instead of a focus of unity.
Resolutions Archive from 1988

1988.pdf

Resolution 1

The ordination or consecration of women to the episcopate

This Conference resolves:

1 That each province respect the decision and attitudes of other provinces in the ordination or

consecration of women to the episcopate, without such respect necessarily indicating acceptance

of the principles involved, maintaining the highest possible degree of communion with the

provinces which differ.

2 That bishops exercise courtesy and maintain communications with bishops who may differ, and

with any woman bishop, ensuring an open dialogue in the Church to whatever extent communion

is impaired.

3 That the Archbishop of Canterbury, in consultation with the primates, appoints a commission:

a) to provide for an examination of the relationships between provinces of the Anglican

Communion and ensure that the process of reception includes continuing consultation with other

Churches as well; b) to monitor and encourage the process of consultation within the Communion

and to offer further pastoral guidelines.

4 That in any province where reconciliation on these issues is necessary, any diocesan bishop

facing this problem be encouraged to seek continuing dialogue with, and make pastoral provision

for, those clergy and congregations whose opinions differ from those of the bishop, in order to

maintain the unity of the diocese.

5 Recognises the serious hurt which would result from the questioning by some of the validity of

the episcopal acts of a woman bishop, and likewise the hurt experienced by those whose

conscience would be offended by the ordination of a woman to the episcopate. The Church needs

to exercise sensitivity, patience and pastoral care towards all concerned.

Voting: For 423; Against 28; Abstentions 19.
Resolution 3

"Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry": Report of the Faith and Order Commission of the World

Council of Churches

This Conference:

1. Welcomes the text "Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry" (BEM) as a contribution of great

significance in the search for the visible unity of the Church and notes that the ecumenical climate

has already been much improved by it in many places. It recognizes this text to be one part of a

wider agenda in which the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches is

engaged. It values the consonance between BEM and the bilateral and other multilateral dialogues

in which Anglicans are engaged and the fact that BEM enables us to see a convergence towards

substantial agreement in faith and practice between many Communions.

2. Endorses the view of the provincial responses that Anglicans can recognize to a large extent in

the text of "Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry" 'the faith of the Church through the ages.' 3.

Considers that Anglicans can draw important consequences from "Baptism, Eucharist and

Ministry" for their relations with other Churches, particularly with those Churches which also

recognize the text as an expression of the apostolic faith.

4. Recommends that provinces take guidance from the text for their worship, educational, ethical

and spiritual life and witness.

5. Encourages the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches to pursue its

work to develop the convergences of "Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry" and the study on "Towards

Common Expression of the Apostolic Faith Today" within the context of the study on "Unity and

Renewal." Anglicans urge the Faith and Order Commission to resume its work on structures of

authority and decision-making in order that the work of the bilateral dialogues may be seen in a

broader context.

6. Recommends that formal response be sought from those provinces that have not yet replied to

the World Council of Churches; asks the Anglican Consultative Council to find ways of promoting a

continuing reception of the BEM text in all provinces of the Anglican Communion; and hopes that

sufficient finances and personal resources will be set aside for this to be carried out effectively.

Baptism and Christian union World Council of Churches. Commission on Faith and Order The

Four BEM Questions The Faith and Order Commission of the WCC asked the Churches to

prepare an official response to BEM at the highest appropriate level of authority. Four questions

were to be answered:

1. the extent to which your Church can recognize in this text the faith of the Church through the

ages.

In the light of the provincial responses it is clear that Anglicans can recognise to an impressive

degree the faith of the Church through the ages.

BEM is found to be a positive document, balanced and comprehensive, in the subjects it treats. In

each of the three areas of baptism, eucharist and ministry we look forward to an even greater

development of the convergence.

In the area of baptism more work needs to be done on the inter-relationship of the various parts of

the initiation process and the strengthening of the theme of covenant in relation to baptism. In the

area of eucharist we should like to ensure that the anamnesis of the mighty acts of God in Christ

remains focused upon his saving death and resurrection, and that while at every eucharist the true

president is Christ, an ordained priest ought to preside. In the area of ministry we look for a fuller

treatment of the ministries of all the baptized and clarification of the nature of priesthood and the

respective roles of bishops, presbyters and deacons. In particular we think it important to develop

work on the personal, collegial and communal forms of ministry exercised at every point in the

Church's corporate life. It would be helpful to Anglicans if work on the ordination of women to the

priesthood was developed in the context of the multilateral dialogue.

The responses from the provinces detect three underlying issues of a more general nature that

need continuing exploration: the relation between Scripture, Tradition and traditions; the nature of

the sacraments, their efficacy and their relation to the word; the ecclesiology implicit in the text of

BEM.

2. the consequences your Church can draw from this text for its relations and dialogues with other

Churches, particularly with those Churches who also recognize the text as an expression of the

apostolic faith.

We should like to develop the ecumenical consequences of the fact that our common baptism is a

basic bond of unity. The responses of the provinces to BEM encourage us to take up specific

matters with particular partners in dialogue: the theology and practice of baptism with those who

practice only "believers" baptism; the question of eucharistic hospitality with Churches with whom

we have no eucharistic fellowship; the mutual recognition of ministries, and particularly the role of

the episcopate as a sign of unity and continuity.

3. the guidance your Church can take from this text for its worship, educational, ethical, and

spiritual life and witness.

We recognize that BEM brings to expression the fruits of recent liturgical revision in our

Communion and in others. The text challenges Anglicans to reform their own lives and practice in

the areas of: preparation for baptism, and the continuing nurture of the baptized; the eucharist as

the centre from which Christians go out to work as reconcilers in a broken world; the theology and

practice of the diaconate, the complementarity of women and men in ministry, and the exercise of

episcopacy.

4. the suggestions your Church can make for the ongoing work of Faith and Order as it relates the

material of this text on "Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry" to its long-range research project,

"Towards the Common Expression of the Apostolic Faith Today."

We look forward to the developing study on "Towards the Common Expression of the Apostolic

Faith Today." In light of the work of the bilateral dialogues on authority, Anglicans encourage the

Faith and Order Commission to resume as soon as possible the earlier study "How does the

Church Teach Authoritatively Today?" The study on the 'Unity of the Church and the Renewal of

Human Community' will help to locate the search for the visible unity of the Church in the proper

context of God's mission to the world for the sake of the Kingdom.
Resolution 8

Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission (ARCIC)

This Conference:

1. Recognises the Agreed Statements of ARCIC I on "Eucharistic Doctrine, Ministry and

Ordination," and their Elucidations, as consonant in substance with the faith of Anglicans and

believes that this agreement offers a sufficient basis for taking the next step forward towards the

reconciliation of our Churches grounded in agreement in faith.

2. Welcomes the assurance that, within an understanding of the Church as communion, ARCIC II

is to explore further the particular issues of the reconciliation of ministries; the ordination of

women; moral questions; and continuing questions of authority, including the relation of Scripture

to the Church's developing tradition and the role of the laity in decision-making within the Church.

3. Welcomes "Authority in the Church " (I and II), together with the Elucidation, as a firm basis for

the direction and agenda of the continuing dialogue on authority and wishes to encourage ARCIC

II to continue to explore the basis in Scripture and tradition of the concept of a universal primacy, in

conjunction with collegiality, as an instrument of unity, the character of such a primacy in practice,

and to draw upon the experience of other Christian Churches in exercising primacy, collegiality

and conciliarity.

4. In welcoming the fact that the ordination of women is to form part of the agenda of ARCIC II,

recognises the serious responsibility this places upon us to weigh the possible implications of

action on this matter for the unity of the Anglican Communion and for the universal Church.

5. Warmly welcomes the first Report of ARCIC II, "Salvation and the Church" (1987), as a timely

and significant contribution to the understanding of the Churches' doctrine of salvation and

commends this Agreed Statement about the heart of Christian faith to the provinces for study and

reflection.

Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission (ARCIC I) Anglican-Roman Catholic

International Commission (ARCIC II) This Conference has received the official responses to the

"Final Report" of the Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission (ARCIC I) from the

member provinces of the Anglican Communion. We note the considerable measure of consensus

and convergence the Agreed Statements represent. We wish to record our grateful thanks to

Almighty God for the very significant advances in understanding and unity thereby expressed.

In considering the "Final Report" the Conference bore two questions in mind:

(i) Are the Agreed Statements consonant with Anglican faith? (ii) If so, do they enable us to take

further steps forward? Eucharistic Doctrine The provinces gave a clear "yes" to the Statement on

"Eucharistic Doctrine."

Comments have been made that the style and the language used in the Statement are

inappropriate for certain cultures. Some provinces asked for clarification about the meaning of

anamnesis and bread and wine "becoming" the body and blood of Christ. But no province rejected

the Statement and many were extremely positive.

While we recognise that there are hurts to be healed and doubts to be overcome, we encourage

Anglicans to look forward with the new hope which the Holy Spirit is giving to the Church as we

move away from past mistrust, division and polarisation.

While we respect continuing anxieties of some Anglicans in the areas of "sacrifice" and

"presence", they do not appear to reflect the common mind of the provincial responses, in which it

was generally felt that the Elucidation of "Eucharistic Doctrine" was a helpful clarification and

reassurance. Both are areas of "mystery" which ultimately defy definition.

But the Agreed Statement on the Eucharist sufficiently expresses Anglican understanding.

Ministry and Ordination Again, the provinces gave a clear "yes" to the Statement on "Ministry and

Ordination."
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The language and style have, however, been a difficulty for some provinces, especially in the Far

East. Wider representation has also been called for from Africa. Though this has now been

partially remedied in ARCIC II, there is still currently no representation from Latin America, a

subcontinent with very large Roman Catholic populations.

An ambivalent reply came from one province which has traditionally experienced a difficult

relationship with the Roman Catholic Church. This seems to reflect the need for developing deeper

links of trust and friendship as ecumenical dialogue goes forward.

While some provinces asked for a clarification of "priesthood" the majority other's ministries and

thus to further the reconciliation of ministries and growth towards full communion.

Authority in the Church The responses from the provinces to the two Statements on "Authority in

the Church" were generally positive.

Questions were, however, raised about a number of matters, especially primacy, jurisdiction and

infallibility, collegiality, and the role of the laity. Nevertheless, it was generally felt that "Authority in

the Church" (I and II), together with the Elucidation, give us real grounds for believing that fuller

agreement can be reached, and that they set out helpfully the direction and agenda of the way

forward.
Resolution 18

The Anglican Communion: Identity and Authority

This Conference:

1. Resolves that the new Inter-Anglican Theological and Doctrinal Commission (or a specially

appointed inter-Anglican commission) be asked to undertake as a matter of urgency a further

exploration of the meaning and nature of communion; with particular reference to the doctrine of

the Trinity, the unity and order of the Church, and the unity and community of humanity.
2.(a) Urges that encouragement be given to a developing collegial role for the Primates Meeting

under the presidency of the Archbishop of Canterbury, so that the Primates Meeting is able to

exercise an enhanced responsibility in offering guidance on doctrinal, moral and pastoral matters.

(b) Recommends that in the appointment of any future Archbishop of Canterbury, the Crown

Appointments Commission be asked to bring the Primates of the Communion into the process of

consultation.

3. Resolves that the Lambeth Conference as a conference of bishops of the Anglican Communion

should continue in the future, at appropriate intervals.

4. Recommends that regional conferences of the Anglican Communion should meet between

Lambeth Conferences as and when the region concerned believes it to be appropriate; and in the

event of these regional conferences being called, it should be open to the region concerned to

make them representative of clergy and laity as well as bishops.

5. Recommends that the ACC continue to fulfil the functions defined in its Constitution (developed

as a consequence of Resolution 69 of the 1968 Lambeth Conference) and affirmed by the

evaluation process reported to ACC-6 (see "Bonds of Affection," pp 23-27); in particular to

continue its consultative, advisory, liaison and communication roles within the Communion (and to

do so in close co-operation with the Primates Meeting).

6. Requests the Archbishop of Canterbury, with all the Primates of the Anglican Communion, to

appoint an advisory body on Prayer Books of the Anglican Communion. The body should be

entrusted with the task of offering encouragement, support and advice to Churches of the

Communion in their work of liturgical revision as well as facilitating mutual consultation concerning,

and review of, their Prayer Books as they are developed with a view to ensuring:

(a) the public reading of the Scriptures in a language understood by the people and instruction of

the whole people of God in the scriptural faith by means of sermons and catechisms; (b) the use of

the two sacraments ordained by Christ, Baptism with water in the threefold name, and Holy

Communion with bread and wine and explicit intention to obey our Lord's command; (c) the use of

forms of episcopal ordination to each of the three orders by prayer with the laying-on of hands; (d)

the public recitation and teaching of the Apostles' and Nicene Creeds; and (e) the use of other

liturgical expressions of unity in faith and life by which the whole people of God is nurtured and

upheld, with continuing awareness of ecumenical liturgical developments.

Primates' Meeting Anglican Consultative Council On 1 above: If there is the possibility of ordination

of women bishops in some provinces, it will throw into sharper focus the present impaired nature of

communion. It is a matter of urgency that we have a further theological enquiry into and reflection

on the meaning of communion in a trinitarian context for the Anglican Communion. Such an

enquiry should relate to ecumenical discussions exploring similar issues. This, more than

structures, will provide a theological framework in which differences can be handled.

On 2 above: We see an enhanced role for the Primates as a key to growth of inter-dependence

within the Communion. We do not see any inter-Anglican jurisdiction as possible or desirable; an

inter-Anglican synodical structure would be virtually unworkable and highly expensive. A collegial

role for the Primates by contrast could easily be developed, and their collective judgement and

advice would carry considerable weight.

If this is so, it is neither improper nor out of place to suggest that part of the consultative process

prior to the appointment of a future Archbishop of Canterbury should be in consultation with the

Primates.

On 3 above: We are convinced that there is considerable value in the bishops of the Anglican

Communion meeting as bishops, both in terms of mutual understanding and as an effective agent

of interdependence.

On 4 above: Regional issues need regional solutions. Regional conferences can also provide for

wider representation.

On 5 above: We value the present work of the ACC. We do not see, however, that it ought to move

beyond its present advisory role.

On 6 above: Concern for how the Church celebrates the sacraments of unity and with what

consequences is a central expression of episcopal care and pastoral oversight in the Church of

God. As bishops of the Anglican Communion we have a particular responsibility for securing those

elements in worship which nurture our identity and unity in Christ and which therefore have an

authority for us as Anglicans. (A parallel but significantly different resolution has been proposed by

the Anglican Consultative Council: Resolution 12 of ACC-7.) (See further paras 113-152 of the

Report on "Dogmatic and Pastoral Concerns.")
Resolution 34

Marriage and Family

This Conference:

1. Reaffirming the 1978 Lambeth statement on marriage and the family, calls the Churches of the

Anglican Communion to ministries that prepare couples for marriage, sustain them throughout their

lives together with the spiritual, pastoral, and community life of the Church and, in the face of

increasing stresses, encourage and support them with the resources of the Church as an extended

family.

2. Recognises that the same range of pressures no less affect clergy marriages and families and

recommends that each diocese identify some means of providing confidential counselling and

support services for clergy families; 3. Noting the gap between traditional Christian teaching on
pre-marital sex, and the life-styles being adopted by many people today, both within and outside

the Church:

(a) calls on provinces and dioceses to adopt a caring and pastoral attitude to such people; (b)

reaffirms the traditional biblical teaching that sexual intercourse is an act of total commitment

which belongs properly within a permanent married relationship; (c) in response to the

International Conference of Young Anglicans in Belfast, urges provinces and dioceses to plan with

young people programmes to explore issues such as pre-marital sex in the light of traditional

Christian values.

4. Recognising the political, economic and social pressures on family life: (a) affirms the family in

its various forms, as the fundamental institution of human community; (b) calls our Churches to the

development of support systems for families at every level within the Church and to the advocacy

of public policies supportive of family life; (c) commends in particular the developing Family

Network inaugurated by the Anglican Consultative Council and encourages participation in the

continuing educational and pastoral work of the Network; (d) recognises that these pressures

serve to diminish the economic wellbeing and status of women, welcomes the World Council of

Churches "Decade for Solidarity with Women," and encourages dioceses to consider how they

might through their theological, structural and pastoral approaches help to achieve a fuller

recognition of the contribution and status of women in the Church and society.

5. Affirms that effective ministries to families and to individuals, who are thereby enabled to

experience the Church as an extended family, are signs of life and hope and are central to

evangelism that proclaims and models the oneness that Christ wills for all people.
Resolution 45

Mission and Ministry of the Whole Church

This Conference:

1. acknowledging that God through the Holy Spirit is bringing about a revolution in terms of the

total ministry of all the baptized, thus enriching the Church and making Christ known to men and

women as the hope of the world;

2. urges each bishop with his diocese to take the necessary steps to provide opportunities, training

and support to ensure that this shared style of ministry becomes a reality.
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Resolution I.3

Justice for Women and Children

This Conference resolves that each member Church represented make an intentional effort to:

(a) discover the ways in which women and children are affected and victimised by the political,

economic, educational, cultural or religious systems in which they live;

(b) discover the ways in which criminal elements of our societies victimise and exploit women and

children;

(c) praise the level of public (local, national and international) awareness about such abuses; and

(d) work toward eliminating abuses through co-operation with existing groups such as ECPAT

(End Child Prostitution in Asian Tourism) and the monitoring agencies of the United Nations and

World Council of Churches.
Resolution III.2

The unity of the Anglican Communion

This Conference, committed to maintaining the overall unity of the Anglican Communion, including

the unity of each diocese under the jurisdiction of the diocesan bishop,

a. believes such unity is essential to the overall effectiveness of the Church's mission to

bring the Gospel of Christ to all people;

b. for the purpose of maintaining this unity, calls upon the provinces of the Communion to

uphold the principle of 'Open Reception' as it relates to the ordination of women to the

priesthood as indicated by the Eames Commission; noting that "reception is a long and

spiritual process." (Grindrod Report);

c. in particular calls upon the provinces of the Communion to affirm that those who dissent

from, as well as those who assent to, the ordination of women to the priesthood and

eiscopate are both loyal Anglicans;

d. therefore calls upon the Provinces of the Communion to make such provision, including

appropriate episcopal ministry, as will enable them to live in the highest degree of

Communion possible, recognising that there is and should be no compulsion on any

bishop in matters concerning ordination or licensing;

e. also affirms that "although some of the means by which communion is expressed may be

strained or broken, there is a need for courtesy, tolerance, mutual respect, and prayer for

one another, and we confirm that our desire to know or be with one another, remains

binding on us as Christians". (Eames, p.119).
Resolution III.4

Eames Commission

Noting that Resolution 1 of the 1988 Lambeth Conference (The ordination or consecration of

women to the episcopate) recommended that the Archbishop of Canterbury, in consultation with

the Primates appoint a commission

a. to provide for an examination of the relationships between the provinces of the Anglican

Communion and ensure that the process of reception includes continuing consultation

with other Churches as well;

b. to monitor and enumerate the process of consultation within the Communion and to offer

further pastoral guidelines; and noting that the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Primates

having now received the completed work of the commission chaired by the Most Revd

Robin Eames: this Conference

i. accepts and endorses the report and thanks the members of the Commission;

ii. recognises the ongoing, open process of reception within the Communion;

iii. recommends the guidelines to every Province; and

iv. urges continuing monitoring within the Communion with regular reporting to the

Primates' Meeting.

Note: This Resolution was conflated with Resolution IV.10.
Resolution III.18

The Mothers' Union

This Conference

a. expresses its gratitude to the Mothers' Union and related organizations, for all their work

in supporting families and family life throughout the world;

b. it is grateful for the many initiatives they have taken to address the needs of the

disadvantaged in society; and

c. encourages the Mothers' Union and the related organisations in the many ways that they

are planning for further development of all this work in the next Millennium.
Resolution IV.5

Ecclesiology and Ethics

This Conference:

a. recognising the centrality of ethical obedience and witness to life in Christ and hence to

the visible unity of the Church, welcomes the ecumenical work done since the last

Lambeth Conference on ecclesiology and ethics (Life in Christ [ARCIC, 1994], Church and

World (1990), Costly Unity (1993), Costly Obedience (1996), and Costly Commitment

(1995) [WCC]) and encourages the continuation of this work in the multilateral and

bilateral dialogue;

b. rejoices at the emerging consensus that racism, inequality between men and women,

global economic injustice and the degradation of the earth's ecology are incompatible with

the Christian faith; and
c. calls for continuing work to identify, study and come to a common mind concerning ethical

issues where contention threatens to divide the Anglican Communion and create new

division amongst the churches.
Resolution IV.7

World Council of Churches

This Conference:

a. greets the 8th Assembly of the World Council of Churches in Harare and congratulates

the Council as it celebrates its Fiftieth Anniversary in 1998;

b. expresses its gratitude to the WCC, which has enriched the Anglican Communion not

least through the work of the Faith and Order Commission;

c. commends the achievements and insights of the Ecumenical Decade of Churches in

Solidarity with Women;

d. affirms the importance of the study Towards a Common Understanding and Vision of the

WCC as a first step in the renewal of the Council's life and work;

e. recommends that the Assembly mandate the incoming Central Committee to undertake

more focused work on:
i. the vision of unity the Council should seek to nurture, building on the Canberra

Statement adopted by the Seventh Assembly;

ii. renewed structures of the Council which would most effectively promote that

vision;

iii. a radical reassessment of the basis and categories of membership in the WCC

and what changes in the WCC would be required to make it possible for the

Roman Catholic Church to be a full member;

iv. the nature of the fellowship shared by members of the Council;

f. invites the Joint Working Group between the WCC and the Roman Catholic Church to

consider what changes in the WCC would be required to make it possible for the Roman

Catholic Church to be a full member; and

g. requests that the Harare Assembly makes provision for a consideration of the concerns of

the Orthodox Churches, expressed at the meeting at Thessaloniki (May 1998).
Resolution IV.20

The Orthodox Churches

This Conference:

a. invites the bishops of the Anglican Communion to study and respond to the Interim

Agreed Statements of the International Commission of the Anglican-Orthodox Theological

Dialogue, June 1998, and to forward these responses to the Anglican co-chair of the

International Dialogue by 31 December 1999, namely The Trinity and the Church; Christ,

the Spirit and the Church; and Christ, Humanity and the Church;

b. notes that there is a continuing concern on the part of the Orthodox Churches in dialogue

with the Anglican Communion about the issue of the ordination of women to the

presbyterate and episcopate;

c. requests that the Dublin Agreed Statement 1984 be circulated to all provinces of the

Anglican Communion for study as requested by resolution 6.3 of Lambeth 1988 and that

responses be sent to the proposed Inter-Anglican Standing Commission for Ecumenical

Affairs for collation and for forwarding to the Primates' Meeting and the ACC; and

d. welcomes the emerging Christological agreement between the Orthodox and Oriental

Orthodox Churches and requests that the provinces study this potentially major

Christological agreement.
