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Resolution 33

With regard to ministries of healing, this Conference, confident that God has infinite blessings and

powers in store for those who seek them by prayer, communion, and strong endeavour, and

conscious that the clergy and laity of the Church have too often failed to turn to God with such

complete trust as will draw those powers into full service, desires solemnly to affirm that the

strongest and most immediate call to the Church is to the deepening and renewal of her spiritual

life; and to urge upon the clergy of the Church so to set forth to the people Christ, the incarnate

Son of God, and the truth of his abiding presence in the Church and in Christian souls by the Holy

Spirit, that all may realise and lay hold of the power of the indwelling Spirit to sanctify both soul and

body, and thus, through a harmony of man's will with God's will, to gain a fuller control over

temptation, pain, and disease, whether for themselves or others, with a firmer serenity and a more

confident hope.
Resolution 34

With a view to resisting dangerous tendencies in contemporary thought, the Conference urges the

clergy in their dealings with the sick to teach as clearly as possible the privilege of those who are

called, through sickness and pain, to enter especially into the fellowship of Christ's sufferings and

to follow the example of his patience.
Resolution 35

The Conference recommends the provision for use in pastoral visitation of some additional prayers

for the restoration of health more hopeful and direct than those contained in the present Office for

the Visitation of the Sick, and refers this recommendation to the committee to be appointed by the

President under the Resolution on the subject of Prayer Book enrichment.
Resolution 36

The Conference, having regard to the uncertainty which exists as to the permanence of the

practice commended by St. James (5.14), and having regard to the history of the practice which

professes to be based upon that commendation, does not recommend the sanctioning of the

anointing of the sick as a rite of the Church.

It does not, however, advise the prohibition of all anointing, if anointing be earnestly desired by the

sick person. In all such cases the parish priest should seek the counsel of the bishop of the

diocese. Care must be taken that no return be made to the later custom of anointing as a

preparation for death.
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Resolution 63

Spiritualism, Christian Science, Theosophy

For the general guidance of the Church the Conference requests the Archbishop of Canterbury to

appoint a committee to consider and report as early as possible upon the use with prayer of the

laying-on of hands, of the unction of the sick and other spiritual means of healing, the findings of

such a committee to be reported forthwith to the authorities of the national, provincial, and regional

Churches of the Anglican Communion.
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Resolution 73

The Ministry of the Church - The Ministry of Healing

a. The Conference commends to the Church "The Ministry of Healing" (SPCK, 1924), being

the Report of a Committee set up in accordance with Resolution 63 of the Lambeth

Conference of 1920.

b. Methods of spiritual healing, such as unction or the laying-on of hands, should be used

only in close conjunction with prayer and spiritual preparation.

c. There is urgent need for co-operation between clergy and doctors since spiritual and

physical treatment are complementary and equally necessary for true wellbeing.

d. Seeing that the ministry of the Church is a ministry for the whole man, it is of the utmost

importance that the clergy should equip themselves for a fuller understanding of the

intimate connection between moral and spiritual disorders and mental and physical ills.
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Resolution 41

The Church and the Modern World - The Christian Way of Life

The Conference believes that the unity in Christ which exists between Church people ought to find

more definite expression outside the church building, and we urge the members of every

congregation to seek for opportunities of expressing their unity by the undertaking of common

tasks.
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Resolution 7

The Holy Spirit and the Church

1. The Conference rejoices at the abundant evidence from many parts of the world that there is

renewed awareness of the power and gifts of God's Holy Spirit to cleanse, sustain, empower, and

build up the Body of Christ.

2. We have seen increased instances of parish life being renewed, of individual ministries

becoming effective agencies of God's power to heal and reconcile, of witness to the faith and

proclamation of the Gospel with converting power, and of a deeper involvement in the sacramental

life of the Church.

3. We rejoice at the prompting of God's Spirit within the many expressions of ecumenity among

Christians, for the new forms of Christian communal life springing up and for Christian witness on

behalf of world peace and the affirmation of freedom and human dignity.

4. The Conference, therefore, recalls the entire Anglican Communion to a new openness to the

power of the Holy Spirit; and offers the following guidance to the Church, in the light of the several

ways this Spirit-filled activity may be best understood and represented in the life of the parish.

(a) We all should share fully and faithfully in the balanced corporate and sacramental life of the

local parish church. Informal services of prayer and praise need this enrichment in the same way

as the sacramental life needs the enrichment of informal prayer and praise.

(b) We all should ensure that reading and meditation of the Bible be part of the normal life of the

parish and be accompanied by appropriate study of scholarly background material so that the

Scripture is understood in its proper context. Those who search to understand the scholarly

background material in their reading of the Bible should ensure that they do so under the guidance

of the Holy Spirit, so that the Scripture is understood in its proper context.
(c) We all should search out ways to identify with those who suffer and are poor, and be involved

personally in efforts to bring them justice, liberation, healing, and new life in Christ.

(d) We should remember always that the power of the Spirit is not to be presented as either an

exemption from suffering or a guarantee of success in this life. The road from Palm Sunday to

Pentecost must pass through Good Friday and Easter. It is at the cross that new life through the

Holy Spirit is found, and in the shadow of the cross that Christians must pray "Come, Holy Spirit."
Resolution 8

The Church's Ministry of Healing

The Conference praises God for the renewal of the ministry of healing within the Churches in

recent times and reaffirms:

1. that the healing of the sick in his name is as much a part of the proclamation of the Kingdom as

the preaching of the good news of Jesus Christ;

2. that to neglect this aspect of ministry is to diminish our part in Christ's total redemptive activity;

3. that the ministry to the sick should be an essential element in any revision of the liturgy (see the

Report of the Lambeth Conference of 1958, p.2.92).
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