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Resolution 2

That the bishops assembled in this Conference declare that the use of unfermented juice of the

grape, or any liquid other than true wine diluted or undiluted, as the element in the administration

of the cup in Holy Communion, is unwarranted by the example of our Lord, and is an unauthorised

departure from the custom of the Catholic Church.
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Resolution 48

That in the opinion of this Conference it is of much importance that in all cases of infant baptism

the clergyman should take all possible care to see that provision is made for the Christian training

of the child, but that, unless in cases of grave and exceptional difficulty, the baptism should not be

deferred.
Resolution 49

That the baptismal promises of repentance, faith and obedience should be made either privately or

publicly by those who, having been baptized without those promises, are brought by our clergy to

confirmation by the bishop.
Resolution 50

Where difficulties arise in regard to the administration of Holy Communion to the sick, we

recommend that these difficulties should be left to be dealt with by the bishop of each diocese in

accordance with the direction contained in the preface to the Prayer Book of the Church of

England "Concerning the Service of the Church"; And forasmuch as nothing can be so plainly set

forth, but doubts may arise in the use and practice of the same; to appease all such diversity (if

any arise) and for the resolution of all doubts, concerning the manner how to understand, do, and

execute the things contained in this Book; the parties that so doubt, or diversely take any thing,

shall always resort to the Bishop of the Diocese, who by his discretion shall take order for the

quieting and appeasing of the same; so that the same order be not contrary to any thing contained

in this Book. And if the Bishop of the Diocese be in doubt, then he may send for the resolution

thereof to the Archbishop.
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Resolution 31

For reasons given in the Report on the Administration of Holy Communion, as well as for other

reasons, the Conference is convinced that it is not desirable to make, on the ground of alarm as to

the possible risk of infection, any change in the manner of administering the Holy Communion.

Special cases involving exceptional risk should be referred to the bishop and dealt with according

to his direction.
Resolution 32

The Conference declares that the only elements which the Church can sanction for use in the

administration of the Holy Communion are bread and wine, according to the institution of our Lord.

While declaring this, the Conference does not pronounce judgement upon such a course as in

cases of absolute necessity may be in particular regions adopted by those bishops on whom falls

the responsibility of dealing with an imperative need. But it would insist that any such divergence

from the practice of the Church, if it is to be justified by actual necessity, ought to cease as soon as

the conditions of necessity are over.
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Resolution 101

Baptism and Confirmation

Believing that one and the same Spirit sustains and orders the life of the Church, the Conference

emphasises the essential unity and interdependence of the ministry of the word and the ministry of

the sacraments.
Resolution 103

Baptism and Confirmation

Recognising that in its ministration of the sacramental rites of initiation the Anglican Communion

preserves the essential factors of Christian tradition with a proper emphasis upon their moral and

rational requirements, the Conference considers that it is not desirable to change the present

sequence of Baptism, Confirmation, and admission to Holy Communion.
Resolution 104

Baptism and Confirmation

While deprecating the hasty adoption of any policy which would lead to the widespread exclusion

of infants from baptism, the Conference affirms that the service of Infant Baptism presupposes that

the infant will be brought up in the faith and practice of the Church, and reminds parents and

guardians that they cannot be exempted from a major share in the responsibility for the Christian

nurture and education of their children, and it therefore urges the clergy to put them in mind of this

duty before there children are baptized and at other times as opportunity may be made.
Resolution 105

Baptism and Confirmation

The Conference calls attention to the rubric of the Prayer Book of 1662 that Baptism should

normally be administered "when the most number of people come together" and after due notice,

and recommends that the sacrament should be administered more frequently in the regular

services of the Church and that notice should be required.
Resolution 106

Baptism and Confirmation

Seeing that the local congregation shares in the responsibility for bringing a new member, whether

infant or adult, into the full fellowship of the Church, the Conference regards it as desirable:

(a) that no unbaptized person should act as godparent;

(b) that at least one godparent should be a practising communicant of the Anglican Communion;

(c) that, seeing that parents or guardians are sometimes unable or unwilling to invite active Church

people to act as godparents, Church people should be encouraged to offer themselves, whether

as members of a sponsors' guild or in some other way, for definite service as godparent in suitable

cases;

(d) that one or both of the parents of an infant should be permitted to act as godparent if otherwise

eligible.
Resolution 107

Baptism and Confirmation

The Conference calls the attention of all who undertake the responsibility of godparent to the

seriousness of the promises which they make on behalf of the child, both in the sight of God and of

his Church. It counsels them to continue diligently in prayer for their godchildren throughout their

lives.
Resolution 108

Baptism and Confirmation

The Conference recommends that a minister, baptizing the child of persons not resident in his

parish or on his Membership Roll, should consult the minister of the parish in which the parents of

the child reside, in order that the child and the family concerned may be the more surely linked up

with the life of that congregation.
Resolution 109

Baptism and Confirmation

The Conference recommends to the clergy the system of the "Baptismal Roll."
Resolution 110

Baptism and Confirmation

The Conference recommends that care should be taken to see that before confirmation all

candidates are given definite instruction about repentance and about the means provided by God

in his Church by which troubled consciences can obtain the assurance of his mercy and

forgiveness, as set forth in the Exhortation in the Order of Holy Communion.
Resolution 111

Baptism and Confirmation

The Conference recommends that those who have been confirmed should from time to time be

given opportunity, after due preparation, for the reaffirmation of vows and rededication.
Resolution 112

Baptism and Confirmation

The Conference acknowledges the faithful work which is done by the clergy generally in the

preparation of candidates for confirmation and recommends that the preparation of candidates for

confirmation should include, from their early years:

(a) participation, with their family, in regular worship in church and at home;

(b) group instruction in the Church's faith and practice;

(c) training in fellowship and service through membership of a parochial society or group.

They should be led on to accept a rule of life comprising daily prayer and Bible reading, regular

worship, and self-discipline, including alms-giving and personal service.
Resolution 117

Administration of Holy Communion

The Conference affirms that the giving of Communion in both kinds is according to the example

and precept of our Lord, was the practice of the whole Catholic Church for twelve centuries, has

remained the practice of the Orthodox Churches, and has been universally upheld by the teaching

and practice of the Anglican Communion since the Reformation.
Resolution 118

Administration of Holy Communion

The Conference holds that administration from a common chalice, being scriptural and having a

spiritual meaning of great value, should continue to be the normal method of administration in the

Anglican Communion; but is of opinion that there is no objection to administration of both kinds by

the method of intinction where conditions require it, and that any part of the Anglican Communion

by provincial regulation according to its own constitutional procedure has liberty to sanction

administration by intinction as an optional alternative to the traditional method, and that the

methods of intinction to be adopted or permitted should not be left to the discretion of individual

priests.
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Resolution 6

The Bible

The Conference recognises with gratitude the dominant place which the Anglican Communion has

always given to the Holy Scriptures in all its public worship. It welcomes in the contemporary

liturgical revival the growing realisation of the close relation of word and sacrament.
Resolution 76

The Book of Common Prayer - The Holy Communion Service

The Conference requests the Archbishop of Canterbury, in co-operation with the Consultative

Body, to appoint an advisory committee to prepare recommendations for the structure of the Holy

Communion service which could be taken into consideration by any Church or Province revising its

eucharistic rite, and which would both conserve the doctrinal balance of the Anglican tradition and

take account of present liturgical knowledge.
Resolution 100

The Reconciling of Conflicts Between and Within Nations - The Church's Work of

Reconciliation

The Conference is convinced that the Church's work of reconciliation must be powerfully

expressed within the parish or local congregation. Consequently here it would lay emphasis upon

the following points:

(a) There is a need for Christians to understand more deeply the meaning of God's providence in

history and the ground of Christian hope, as distinct from a belief in automatic social progress. This

needs to be emphasised in preaching and teaching.

(b) There is need for persistent intercessory prayer, not only in general terms but specifically and

by name for those in positions of great responsibility. Such prayers should be offered for those in

nations which oppose us as well as those friendly to us.

(c) There is need to emphasise the disasterous effect on the common life of those who come to

the Lord's Table unreconciled to their neighbours and with bitterness towards them in their hearts.
We would recall that the Invitation to the Holy Communion is addressed to those who are "in love

and charity with their neighbours."

(d) Where there are divisions in the local community, the Christian congregation in that place

should face them fearlessly and, by the action of its members, should serve as an agent of

reconciliation.

(e) While there are many elements in the reconciling of conflicts, none are more important than the

character and conduct of individual people. Success or failure in any particular instance may in the

end depend on the individual: not only on his knowledge, his judgement, and his zeal, but also on

the spirit of Christ mirrored in a life which bears the marks of the cross and the fruits of the Spirit.
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Resolution 25

The Ministry - The Laity

The Conference recommends that each province or regional Church be asked to explore the

theology of baptism and confirmation in relation to the need to commission the laity for their task in

the world, and to experiment in this regard.
Resolution 45

Relations with Other Churches - Admission of Non-Anglicans

To Holy Communion The Conference recommends that, in order to meet special pastoral needs of

God's people, under the direction of the bishop Christians duly baptized in the name of the Holy

Trinity and qualified to receive Holy Communion in their own Churches may be welcomed at the

Lord's Table in the Anglican Communion.
Resolution 46

Relations with Other Churches - Anglicans Communicating in

other than Anglican Churches The Conference recommends that, while it is the general practice of

the Church that Anglican communicants receive the Holy Communion at the hands of ordained

ministers of their own Church or of Churches in communion therewith, nevertheless under the

general direction of the bishop, to meet special pastoral need, such communicants be free to

attend the Eucharist in other Churches holding the apostolic faith as contained in the Scriptures

and summarised in the Apostles' and Nicene Creeds, and as conscience dictates to receive the

sacrament, when they know they are welcome to do so.

Voting: For 351; Against 75.
Resolution 47

Relations with Other Churches - Reciprocal Acts of

Intercommunion The Conference recommends that, where there is agreement between an

Anglican Church and some other Church or Churches to seek unity in a way which includes

agreement on apostolic faith and order, and where that agreement to seek unity has found

expression, whether in a covenant to unite or in some other appropriate form, a Church of the

Anglican Communion should be free to allow reciprocal acts of intercommunion under the general

direction of the bishop; each province concerned to determine when the negotiations for union in

which it is engaged have reached the stage which allows this intercommunion.

Voting: For 341; Against 87.
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Resolution 7

The Holy Spirit and the Church

1. The Conference rejoices at the abundant evidence from many parts of the world that there is

renewed awareness of the power and gifts of God's Holy Spirit to cleanse, sustain, empower, and

build up the Body of Christ.

2. We have seen increased instances of parish life being renewed, of individual ministries

becoming effective agencies of God's power to heal and reconcile, of witness to the faith and

proclamation of the Gospel with converting power, and of a deeper involvement in the sacramental

life of the Church.

3. We rejoice at the prompting of God's Spirit within the many expressions of ecumenity among

Christians, for the new forms of Christian communal life springing up and for Christian witness on

behalf of world peace and the affirmation of freedom and human dignity.

4. The Conference, therefore, recalls the entire Anglican Communion to a new openness to the

power of the Holy Spirit; and offers the following guidance to the Church, in the light of the several

ways this Spirit-filled activity may be best understood and represented in the life of the parish.

(a) We all should share fully and faithfully in the balanced corporate and sacramental life of the

local parish church. Informal services of prayer and praise need this enrichment in the same way

as the sacramental life needs the enrichment of informal prayer and praise.

(b) We all should ensure that reading and meditation of the Bible be part of the normal life of the

parish and be accompanied by appropriate study of scholarly background material so that the

Scripture is understood in its proper context. Those who search to understand the scholarly

background material in their reading of the Bible should ensure that they do so under the guidance

of the Holy Spirit, so that the Scripture is understood in its proper context.
(c) We all should search out ways to identify with those who suffer and are poor, and be involved

personally in efforts to bring them justice, liberation, healing, and new life in Christ.

(d) We should remember always that the power of the Spirit is not to be presented as either an

exemption from suffering or a guarantee of success in this life. The road from Palm Sunday to

Pentecost must pass through Good Friday and Easter. It is at the cross that new life through the

Holy Spirit is found, and in the shadow of the cross that Christians must pray "Come, Holy Spirit."
Resolution 23

Liturgical Information

The Conference welcomes and commends the adoption of a common structure for the Eucharist

as an important unifying factor in our Communion and ecumenically. We ask provincial liturgical

committees to continue to keep in touch with one another by circulating work in progress to the

chairmen of the other liturgical committees through the good offices of the Secretary General of

the Anglican Consultative Council.
Resolution 24

A Common Lectionary

The Conference recommends a common lectionary for the Eucharist and the Offices as a unifying

factor within our Communion and ecumenically; and draws attention to the experience of those

provinces which have adopted the three-year eucharistic lectionary of the Roman Catholic Church.
Resolution 25

An Anglican Doctrinal Commission

The Conference endorses the proposal suggested in Resolution 8 of the third (Trinidad, 1976)

meeting of the Anglican Consultative Council, to set up an inter-Anglican theological and doctrinal

advisory commission, and asks the Standing Committee of the ACC to establish the commission

with the advice of the primates, and the primates and provinces, by whatever means they feel

best, to review its work after a period of not more than five years.
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Resolution 3

"Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry": Report of the Faith and Order Commission of the World

Council of Churches

This Conference:

1. Welcomes the text "Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry" (BEM) as a contribution of great

significance in the search for the visible unity of the Church and notes that the ecumenical climate

has already been much improved by it in many places. It recognizes this text to be one part of a

wider agenda in which the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches is

engaged. It values the consonance between BEM and the bilateral and other multilateral dialogues

in which Anglicans are engaged and the fact that BEM enables us to see a convergence towards

substantial agreement in faith and practice between many Communions.

2. Endorses the view of the provincial responses that Anglicans can recognize to a large extent in

the text of "Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry" 'the faith of the Church through the ages.' 3.

Considers that Anglicans can draw important consequences from "Baptism, Eucharist and

Ministry" for their relations with other Churches, particularly with those Churches which also

recognize the text as an expression of the apostolic faith.

4. Recommends that provinces take guidance from the text for their worship, educational, ethical

and spiritual life and witness.

5. Encourages the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches to pursue its

work to develop the convergences of "Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry" and the study on "Towards

Common Expression of the Apostolic Faith Today" within the context of the study on "Unity and

Renewal." Anglicans urge the Faith and Order Commission to resume its work on structures of

authority and decision-making in order that the work of the bilateral dialogues may be seen in a

broader context.

6. Recommends that formal response be sought from those provinces that have not yet replied to

the World Council of Churches; asks the Anglican Consultative Council to find ways of promoting a

continuing reception of the BEM text in all provinces of the Anglican Communion; and hopes that

sufficient finances and personal resources will be set aside for this to be carried out effectively.

Baptism and Christian union World Council of Churches. Commission on Faith and Order The

Four BEM Questions The Faith and Order Commission of the WCC asked the Churches to

prepare an official response to BEM at the highest appropriate level of authority. Four questions

were to be answered:

1. the extent to which your Church can recognize in this text the faith of the Church through the

ages.

In the light of the provincial responses it is clear that Anglicans can recognise to an impressive

degree the faith of the Church through the ages.

BEM is found to be a positive document, balanced and comprehensive, in the subjects it treats. In

each of the three areas of baptism, eucharist and ministry we look forward to an even greater

development of the convergence.

In the area of baptism more work needs to be done on the inter-relationship of the various parts of

the initiation process and the strengthening of the theme of covenant in relation to baptism. In the

area of eucharist we should like to ensure that the anamnesis of the mighty acts of God in Christ

remains focused upon his saving death and resurrection, and that while at every eucharist the true

president is Christ, an ordained priest ought to preside. In the area of ministry we look for a fuller

treatment of the ministries of all the baptized and clarification of the nature of priesthood and the

respective roles of bishops, presbyters and deacons. In particular we think it important to develop

work on the personal, collegial and communal forms of ministry exercised at every point in the

Church's corporate life. It would be helpful to Anglicans if work on the ordination of women to the

priesthood was developed in the context of the multilateral dialogue.

The responses from the provinces detect three underlying issues of a more general nature that

need continuing exploration: the relation between Scripture, Tradition and traditions; the nature of

the sacraments, their efficacy and their relation to the word; the ecclesiology implicit in the text of

BEM.

2. the consequences your Church can draw from this text for its relations and dialogues with other

Churches, particularly with those Churches who also recognize the text as an expression of the

apostolic faith.

We should like to develop the ecumenical consequences of the fact that our common baptism is a

basic bond of unity. The responses of the provinces to BEM encourage us to take up specific

matters with particular partners in dialogue: the theology and practice of baptism with those who

practice only "believers" baptism; the question of eucharistic hospitality with Churches with whom

we have no eucharistic fellowship; the mutual recognition of ministries, and particularly the role of

the episcopate as a sign of unity and continuity.

3. the guidance your Church can take from this text for its worship, educational, ethical, and

spiritual life and witness.

We recognize that BEM brings to expression the fruits of recent liturgical revision in our

Communion and in others. The text challenges Anglicans to reform their own lives and practice in

the areas of: preparation for baptism, and the continuing nurture of the baptized; the eucharist as

the centre from which Christians go out to work as reconcilers in a broken world; the theology and

practice of the diaconate, the complementarity of women and men in ministry, and the exercise of

episcopacy.

4. the suggestions your Church can make for the ongoing work of Faith and Order as it relates the

material of this text on "Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry" to its long-range research project,

"Towards the Common Expression of the Apostolic Faith Today."

We look forward to the developing study on "Towards the Common Expression of the Apostolic

Faith Today." In light of the work of the bilateral dialogues on authority, Anglicans encourage the

Faith and Order Commission to resume as soon as possible the earlier study "How does the

Church Teach Authoritatively Today?" The study on the 'Unity of the Church and the Renewal of

Human Community' will help to locate the search for the visible unity of the Church in the proper

context of God's mission to the world for the sake of the Kingdom.
Resolution 18

The Anglican Communion: Identity and Authority

This Conference:

1. Resolves that the new Inter-Anglican Theological and Doctrinal Commission (or a specially

appointed inter-Anglican commission) be asked to undertake as a matter of urgency a further

exploration of the meaning and nature of communion; with particular reference to the doctrine of

the Trinity, the unity and order of the Church, and the unity and community of humanity.
2.(a) Urges that encouragement be given to a developing collegial role for the Primates Meeting

under the presidency of the Archbishop of Canterbury, so that the Primates Meeting is able to

exercise an enhanced responsibility in offering guidance on doctrinal, moral and pastoral matters.

(b) Recommends that in the appointment of any future Archbishop of Canterbury, the Crown

Appointments Commission be asked to bring the Primates of the Communion into the process of

consultation.

3. Resolves that the Lambeth Conference as a conference of bishops of the Anglican Communion

should continue in the future, at appropriate intervals.

4. Recommends that regional conferences of the Anglican Communion should meet between

Lambeth Conferences as and when the region concerned believes it to be appropriate; and in the

event of these regional conferences being called, it should be open to the region concerned to

make them representative of clergy and laity as well as bishops.

5. Recommends that the ACC continue to fulfil the functions defined in its Constitution (developed

as a consequence of Resolution 69 of the 1968 Lambeth Conference) and affirmed by the

evaluation process reported to ACC-6 (see "Bonds of Affection," pp 23-27); in particular to

continue its consultative, advisory, liaison and communication roles within the Communion (and to

do so in close co-operation with the Primates Meeting).

6. Requests the Archbishop of Canterbury, with all the Primates of the Anglican Communion, to

appoint an advisory body on Prayer Books of the Anglican Communion. The body should be

entrusted with the task of offering encouragement, support and advice to Churches of the

Communion in their work of liturgical revision as well as facilitating mutual consultation concerning,

and review of, their Prayer Books as they are developed with a view to ensuring:

(a) the public reading of the Scriptures in a language understood by the people and instruction of

the whole people of God in the scriptural faith by means of sermons and catechisms; (b) the use of

the two sacraments ordained by Christ, Baptism with water in the threefold name, and Holy

Communion with bread and wine and explicit intention to obey our Lord's command; (c) the use of

forms of episcopal ordination to each of the three orders by prayer with the laying-on of hands; (d)

the public recitation and teaching of the Apostles' and Nicene Creeds; and (e) the use of other

liturgical expressions of unity in faith and life by which the whole people of God is nurtured and

upheld, with continuing awareness of ecumenical liturgical developments.

Primates' Meeting Anglican Consultative Council On 1 above: If there is the possibility of ordination

of women bishops in some provinces, it will throw into sharper focus the present impaired nature of

communion. It is a matter of urgency that we have a further theological enquiry into and reflection

on the meaning of communion in a trinitarian context for the Anglican Communion. Such an

enquiry should relate to ecumenical discussions exploring similar issues. This, more than

structures, will provide a theological framework in which differences can be handled.

On 2 above: We see an enhanced role for the Primates as a key to growth of inter-dependence

within the Communion. We do not see any inter-Anglican jurisdiction as possible or desirable; an

inter-Anglican synodical structure would be virtually unworkable and highly expensive. A collegial

role for the Primates by contrast could easily be developed, and their collective judgement and

advice would carry considerable weight.

If this is so, it is neither improper nor out of place to suggest that part of the consultative process

prior to the appointment of a future Archbishop of Canterbury should be in consultation with the

Primates.

On 3 above: We are convinced that there is considerable value in the bishops of the Anglican

Communion meeting as bishops, both in terms of mutual understanding and as an effective agent

of interdependence.

On 4 above: Regional issues need regional solutions. Regional conferences can also provide for

wider representation.

On 5 above: We value the present work of the ACC. We do not see, however, that it ought to move

beyond its present advisory role.

On 6 above: Concern for how the Church celebrates the sacraments of unity and with what

consequences is a central expression of episcopal care and pastoral oversight in the Church of

God. As bishops of the Anglican Communion we have a particular responsibility for securing those

elements in worship which nurture our identity and unity in Christ and which therefore have an

authority for us as Anglicans. (A parallel but significantly different resolution has been proposed by

the Anglican Consultative Council: Resolution 12 of ACC-7.) (See further paras 113-152 of the

Report on "Dogmatic and Pastoral Concerns.")
Resolution 69

Admission to Communion

This Conference requests all provinces to consider the theological and pastoral issues involved in

the admission of those baptized but unconfirmed to communion (as set out in the Report of ACC-

7), and to report their findings to the ACC.

This Resolution does what ACC-7 expected to be done, and is in line with a draft statement from

"Mission and Ministry." Whilst it comes as a private member's Resolution, it comes with the

goodwill of the "Mission and Ministry" Section.
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