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Resolution 58

This Conference reaffirms the Resolution of the Conference of 1897 that "every opportunity should

be taken to emphasise the divine purpose of visible unity amongst Christians as a fact of

revelation." It desires further to affirm that in all partial projects of reunion and intercommunion the

final attainment of the divine purpose should be kept in view as our object; and that care should be

taken to do what will advance the reunion of the whole of Christendom, and to abstain from doing

anything that will retard or prevent it.

Resolution 70

For the sake of unity, and as a particular expression of brotherly affection, we recommend that any

official request of the Unitas Fratrum for the participation of Anglican bishops in the consecration of

bishops of the Unitas should be accepted, provided that:

1. such Anglican bishops should not be less than three in number, and should participate

both the saying of the prayers of consecration and in the laying-on of hands, and that

the rite itself is judged to be sufficient by the bishops of the Church of our Communion to

which the invited bishops belong;

2. the synods of the Unitas

a. are able to give sufficient assurance of doctrinal agreement with ourselves in all

essentials (as we believe that they will be willing and able to do); and

b. are willing to explain its position as that of a religious community or missionary

body in close alliance with the Anglican Communion; and

c. are willing to accord a due recognition to the position of our bishops within

Anglican dioceses and jurisdictions; and

d. are willing to adopt a rule as to the administration of confirmation more akin to our

own.

Resolution 71

After the conditions prescribed in the preceding Resolution have been complied with, and a bishop

has been consecrated in accordance with them, corresponding invitations from any bishop of the

Unitas Fratrum to an Anglican bishop and his presbyters to participate in the ordination of a

Moravian presbyter should be accepted, provided that the Anglican bishop should participate both

in the saying of the prayers of ordination and in the laying-on of hands, and that the rite itself is

judged to be sufficient by the bishops of the Church of our Communion to which the invited bishop

belongs.

Resolution 72

Any bishop or presbyter so consecrated or ordained should be free to minister in the Anglican

Communion with due episcopal licence; and, in the and acted upon by the synods of the Unitas,

during the period of transition some permission to preach in our churches might on special

occasions be extended to Moravian ministers by bishops of our Communion.

*[Conference Resolutions 70 and 71; the numbers in the text of Resolution 72 refer to the draft

Resolutions as proposed by the Committee concerned.]

Resolution 73

We recommend that the Archbishop of Canterbury be respectfully requested to name a committee

to communicate, as need arises, with representatives of the Unitas, and also to direct that the

decisions of the present Conference be communicated to the Secretarius Unitatis.

Resolution 75

The Conference receives with thankfulness and hope the Report of its Committee on Reunion and

Intercommunion, and is of opinion that, in the welcome event of any project of reunion between

any Church of the Anglican Communion and any Presbyterian or other non-episcopal Church,

which, while preserving the faith in its integrity and purity, has also exhibited care as to the form

and intention of ordination to the ministry, reaching the stage of responsible official negotiation, it

might be possible to make an approach to reunion on the basis of consecrations to the episcopate

on lines suggested by such precedents as those of 1610.* Further, in the opinion of the

Conference, it might be possible to authorise arrangements (for the period of transition towards full

union on the basis of episcopal ordination) which would respect the convictions of those who had

not received episcopal orders, without involving any surrender on our part of the principles of

Church order laid down in the Preface to the Ordinal attached to the Book of Common Prayer.

*When the episcopate was restored temporarily in the Church of Scotland through the agency of

three bishops consecrated in England.
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Resolution 9

Reunion of Christendom

The Conference adopts and sends forth the following Appeal to all Christian people:

An Appeal To All Christian People from the Bishops Assembled in the Lambeth Conference of

1920 We, Archbishops, Bishops Metropolitan, and other Bishops of the Holy Catholic Church in full

communion with the Church of England, in Conference assembled, realising the responsibility

which rests upon us at this time, and sensible of the sympathy and the prayers of many, both

within and without our own Communion, make this appeal to all Christian people.

We acknowledge all those who believe in our Lord Jesus Christ, and have been baptized into the

name of the Holy Trinity, as sharing with us membership in the universal Church of Christ which is

his Body. We believe that the Holy Spirit has called us in a very solemn and special manner to

associate ourselves in penitence and prayer with all those who deplore the divisions of Christian

people, and are inspired by the vision and hope of a visible unity of the whole Church.

I. We believe that God wills fellowship. By God's own act this fellowship was made in and through

Jesus Christ, and its life is in his Spirit. We believe that it is God's purpose to manifest this

fellowship, so far as this world is concerned, in an outward, visible, and united society, holding one

faith, having its own recognized officers, using God-given means of grace, and inspiring all its

members to the world-wide service of the Kingdom of God. This is what we mean by the Catholic

Church.

II. This united fellowship is not visible in the world today. On the one hand there are other ancient

episcopal Communions in East and West, to whom ours is bound by many ties of common faith

and tradition. On the other hand there are the great non-episcopal Communions, standing for rich

elements of truth, liberty and life which might otherwise have been obscured or neglected. With

them we are closely linked by many affinities, racial, historical and spiritual. We cherish the earnest

hope that all these Communions, and our own, may be led by the Spirit into the unity of the faith

and of the knowledge of the Son of God. But in fact we are all organized in different groups, each

one keeping to itself gifts that rightly belong to the whole fellowship, and tending to live its own life

apart from the rest.

III. The causes of division lie deep in the past, and are by no means simple or wholly blameworthy.

Yet none can doubt that self-will, ambition, and lack of charity among Christians have been

principal factors in the mingled process, and that these, together with blindness to the sin of

disunion, are still mainly responsible for the breaches of Christendom. We acknowledge this

condition of broken fellowship to be contrary to God's will, and we desire frankly to confess our

share in the guilt of thus crippling the Body of Christ and hindering the activity of his Spirit.

IV. The times call us to new outlook and new measures. The faith cannot be adequately

apprehended and the battle of the Kingdom cannot be worthily fought while the body is divided,

and is thus unable to grow up into the fullness of the life of Christ. The time has come, we believe,

for all the separated groups of Christians to agree in forgetting the things which are behind and

reaching out towards the goal of a reunited Catholic Church. The removal of the barriers which

have arisen between them will only be brought about by a new comradeship of those whose faces

are definitely set this way.

The vision which rises before us is that of a Church, genuinely Catholic, loyal to all truth, and

gathering into its fellowship all "who profess and call themselves Christians," within whose visible

unity all the treasures of faith and order, bequeathed as a heritage by the past to the present, shall

be possessed in common, and made serviceable to the whole Body of Christ. Within this unity

Christian Communions now separated from one another would retain much that has long been

distinctive in their methods of worship and service. It is through a rich diversity of life and devotion

that the unity of the whole fellowship will be fulfilled.

V. This means an adventure of goodwill and still more of faith, for nothing less is required than a

new discovery of the creative resources of God. To this adventure we are convinced that God is

now calling all the members of his Church.

VI. We believe that the visible unity of the Church will be found to involve the wholehearted

acceptance of:

The Holy Scriptures, as the record of God's revelation of himself to man, and as being the rule and

ultimate standard of faith; and the Creed commonly called Nicene, as the sufficient statement of

the Christian faith, and either it or the Apostles' Creed as the baptismal confession of belief; the

divinely instituted sacraments of Baptism and the Holy Communion, as expressing for all the

corporate life of the whole fellowship in and with Christ; a ministry acknowledged by every part of

the Church as possessing not only the inward call of the Spirit, but also the commission of Christ

and the authority of the whole body.

VII. May we not reasonably claim that the episcopate is the one means of providing such a

ministry? It is not that we call in question for a moment the spiritual reality of the ministries of those

Communions which do not possess the episcopate. On the contrary we thankfully acknowledge

that these ministries have been manifestly blessed and owned by the Holy Spirit as effective

means of grace. But we submit that considerations alike of history and of present experience

justify the claim which we make on behalf of the episcopate. Moreover, we would urge that it is

now and will prove to be in the future the best instrument for maintaining the unity and continuity of

the Church. But we greatly desire that the office of a bishop should be everywhere exercised in a

representative and constitutional manner, and more truly express all that ought to be involved for

the life of the Christian family in the title of Father-in-God. Nay more, we eagerly look forward to

the day when through its acceptance in a united Church we may all share in that grace which is

pledged to the members of the whole body in the apostolic rite of the laying-on of hands, and in the

joy and fellowship of a eucharist in which as one family we may together, without any doubtfulness

of mind, offer to the one Lord our worship and service.

VIII. We believe that for all, the truly equitable approach to union is by way of mutual deference to

one another's consciences. To this end, we who send forth this appeal would say that if the

authorities of other Communions should so desire, we are persuaded that, terms of union having

been otherwise satisfactorily adjusted, bishops and clergy of our Communion would willingly

accept from these authorities a form of commission or recognition which would commend our

ministry to their congregations, as having its place in the one family life. It is not in our power to

know how far this suggestion may be acceptable to those to whom we offer it. We can only say

that we offer it in all sincerity as a token of our longing that all ministries of grace, theirs and ours,

shall be available for the service of our Lord in a united church.

It is our hope that the same motive would lead ministers who have not received it to accept a

commission through episcopal ordination, as obtaining for them a ministry throughout the whole

fellowship.

In so acting no one of us could possibly be taken to repudiate his past ministry. God forbid that any

man should repudiate a past experience rich in spiritual blessings for himself and others. Nor

would any of us be dishonouring the Holy Spirit of God, whose call led us all to our several

ministries, and whose power enabled us to perform them. We shall be publicly and formally

seeking additional recognition of a new call to wider service in a reunited Church, and imploring for

ourselves God's grace and strength to fulfil the same.

IX. The spiritual leadership of the Catholic Church in days to come, for which the world is

manifestly waiting, depends upon the readiness with which each group is prepared to make

sacrifices for the sake of a common fellowship, a common ministry, and a common service to the

world.

We place this ideal first and foremost before ourselves and our own people. We call upon them to

make the effort to meet the demands of a new age with a new outlook. To all other Christian

people whom our words may reach we make the same appeal. We do not ask that any one

Communion should consent to be absorbed into another. We do ask that all should unite in a new

and great endeavour to recover and to manifest to the world the unity of the Body of Christ for

which he prayed.

Resolution 10

Reunion of Christendom

The Conference recommends to the authorities of the Churches of the Anglican Communion that

they should, in such ways and at such times as they think best, formally invite the authorities of

other Churches within their areas to confer with them concerning the possibility of taking definite

steps to co-operate in a common endeavour, on the lines set forth in the above Appeal [Resolution

9], to restore the unity of the Church of Christ.
Resolution 11

Reunion of Christendom

The Conference recognizes that the task of effecting union with other Christian Communions must

be undertaken by the various national, regional, or provincial authorities of the Churches within the

Anglican Communion, and confidently commits to them the carrying out of this task on lines that

are in general harmony with the principles underlying its Appeal and Resolutions.
Resolution 12

Reunion of Christendom

The Conference approves the following statements as representing the counsel which it is

prepared to give to the bishops, clergy and other members of our own Communion on various

subjects which bear upon the problems of reunion, provided that such counsel is not to be

regarded as calling in question any canons or official declarations of any synod or House of

Bishops of a national, regional, or provincial Church which has already dealt with these matters.

A. In view of prospects and projects of reunion:

i. A bishop is justified in giving occasional authorisation to ministers, not episcopally

ordained, who in his judgement are working towards an ideal of union such as is

described in our Appeal, to preach in churches within his diocese, and to clergy of

the diocese to preach in the churches of such ministers.

ii. The bishops of the Anglican Communion will not question the action of any

bishop who, in the few years between the initiation and the completion of a

definite scheme of union, shall countenance the irregularity of admitting to

Communion the baptized but unconfirmed communicants of the non-episcopal

congregations concerned in the scheme.

iii. The Conference gives its general approval to the suggestions contained in the

Report of the Sub-Committee on Reunion with Non-Episcopal Churches in

reference to the status and work of ministers who may remain after union without

episcopal ordination.

B. Believing, however, that certain lines of action might imperil both the attainment of its ideal

and the unity of its own Communion, the Conference declares that:

i. It cannot approve of general schemes of intercommunion or exchange of pulpits.

ii. In accordance with the principle of Church order set forth in the Preface to the

Ordinal attached to the Book of Common Prayer, it cannot approve the

celebration in Anglican churches of the Holy Communion for members of the

Anglican Church by ministers who have not been episcopally ordained; and that it

should be regarded as the general rule of the Church that Anglican

communicants should receive Holy Communion only at the hands of ministers of

their own Church, or of Churches in communion therewith.

C. In view of doubts and varieties of practice which have caused difficulties in the past, the

Conference declares that:

1. Nothing in these Resolutions is intended to indicate that the rule of confirmation

as conditioning admission to Holy Communion must necessarily apply to the case

of baptized persons who seek Communion under conditions which in the bishop's

judgement justify their admission thereto.

2. In cases in which it is impossible for the bishop's judgement to be obtained

beforehand the priest should remember that he has no canonical authority to

refuse Communion to any baptized person kneeling before the Lord's Table

(unless he be excommunicate by name, or, in the canonical sense of the term, a

cause of scandal to the faithful); and that, if a question may properly be raised as

to the future admission of any such person to Holy Communion, either because

he has not been confirmed or for other reasons, the priest should refer the matter

to the bishop for counsel. or direction.

Resolution 13

Reunion of Christendom

The Conference recommends that, wherever it has not already been done, councils representing

all Christian Communions should be formed within such areas as may be deemed most

convenient, as centres of united effort to promote the physical, moral, and social welfare of the

people, and the extension of the rule of Christ among all nations and over every region of human

life.
Resolution 14

Reunion of Christendom

It is important to the cause of reunion that every branch of the Anglican Communion should

develop the constitutional government of the Church and should make a fuller use of the capacities

of its members for service.
Resolution 15

Reunion of Christendom

The Conference urges on every branch of the Anglican Communion that it should prepare its

members for taking their part in the universal fellowship of the reunited Church, by setting before

them the loyalty which they owe to the universal Church, and the charity and understanding which

are required of the members of so inclusive a society.
Resolution 16

Reunion of Christendom

We desire to express our profound thankfulness for the important movements towards unity which,

during the last twelve years, have taken place in many parts of the world, and for the earnest

desire for reunion which has been manifested both in our own Communion and among the

Churches now separated from us. In particular, the Conference has heard with sympathetic and

hopeful interest of the preliminary meeting of the proposed World Conference on Faith and Order

about to be held at Geneva, and earnestly prays that its deliberations may tend towards the

reunion of the Christian Church.
Resolution 17

Reunion of Christendom

We desire to express our deep sympathy with the Church of Russia in the terrible persecution

which it has in many places suffered. We earnestly trust that in the providence of God its

difficulties may speedily be removed, and that it may be enabled in renewed life and strength so to

carry on its work unhindered as to further, in the life of the Russian people, whatsoever things are

true and just, whatsoever things are lovely and of good report.
Resolution 18

Reunion of Christendom

The Conference heartily thanks the Oecumenical Patriarchate for the mission of the Metropolitan

of Demotica and others to confer with its members on questions concerning the relations between

the Anglican and Eastern Churches, and expresses its grateful appreciation of the great help given

to its Committee by the delegation.
Resolution 19

Reunion of Christendom

The Conference welcomes the appointment by the Archbishop of Canterbury of an "Eastern

Churches Committee" on a permanent basis, in pursuance of Resolution 61 of the Conference of

1908; and looks forward hopefully to the work of that Committee, in conjunction with similar

committees appointed in Constantinople and Athens, as helping greatly to forward the cause of

reunion with the Orthodox Church.
Resolution 20

Reunion of Christendom

The Conference expresses its heartfelt sympathy with the Armenian, Assyrian, and Syrian

Jacobite Christians in the persecutions which they have been called upon to endure, deploring with

indignation the terrible massacres that have taken place among them both before and during the

Great War; and earnestly prays that in the rearrangement of the political affairs of the East they

may be granted a righteous government and freedom from oppression in the future.
Resolution 21

Reunion of Christendom

The Conference has received with satisfaction its Committee's report of the investigations that

have been made during the last twelve years with regard to the present doctrinal position of the

Separated Churches of the East; and, without expressing an opinion as to the past, believes that

these investigations have gone far towards showing that any errors as to the incarnation of our

Lord, which may at some period of their history have been attributed to them, have at any rate now

passed away.
Resolution 22

Reunion of Christendom

The Conference repeats the proposal made by the Conference of 1908 that, when any of the

Separated Churches of the East desire closer relations with us, and wish for the establishment of

occasional inter-communion, and give satisfactory assurances as to their faith, such relations

should at once be established.
Resolution 23

Reunion of Christendom

The Conference respectfully requests the Archbishop of Canterbury to take advantage of any

opportunity that may arise to enter into friendly relations with these Churches, and to inform the

authorities of the Orthodox Eastern Church of any steps that may be taken in the direction of

intercommunion with them. Similar action should be taken with regard to informing the

metropolitans of our own Communion.
Resolution 24

Reunion of Christendom

The Conference welcomes the Report of the Commission appointed after the last Conference

entitled "The Church of England and the Church of Sweden," and, accepting the conclusions there

maintained on the succession of bishops of the Church of Sweden and the conception of the

priesthood set forth in its standards, recommends that members of that Church, qualified to

receive the sacrament in their own Church, should be admitted to Holy Communion in ours. It also

recommends that on suitable occasions permission should be given to Swedish ecclesiastics to

give addresses in our churches.

If the authorities of any province of the Anglican Communion find local irregularities in the order or

practice of the Church of Sweden outside that country, they may legitimately, within their own

region, postpone any such action as is recommended in this Resolution until they are satisfied that

these irregularities have been removed.
Resolution 25

Reunion of Christendom

We recommend further that in the event of an invitation being extended to an Anglican bishop or

bishops to take part in the consecration of a Swedish bishop, the invitation should, if possible, be

accepted, subject to the approval of the metropolitan. We also recommend that, in the first

instance, as an evident token of the restoration of closer relations between the two Churches, if

possible more than one of our bishops should take part in the consecration.
Resolution 26

Reunion of Christendom

The Conference thanks the Old Catholic bishops for their explanation, in response to the letter of

the Archbishop of Canterbury, of their action in consecrating the Revd A.H. Mathew to the

episcopate in 1908, and repeats the desire expressed at previous Conferences to maintain and

strengthen the friendly relations which exist between the Churches of the Anglican Communion

and the ancient Church of Holland and the Old Catholic Churches, especially in Germany,

Switzerland and Austria.
Resolution 27

Reunion of Christendom

We regret that on a review of all the facts we are unable to regard the so-called Old Catholic

Church in Great Britain (under the late Bishop Mathew and his successors), and its extensions

overseas, as a properly constituted Church, or to recognise the orders of its ministers, and we

recommend that, in the event of any of its ministers desiring to join our Communion, who are in

other respects duly qualified, they should be ordained sub conditione in accordance with the

provisions suggested in the Report of our Committee.
Resolution 28

Reunion of Christendom

The Conference recommends that the same course be followed, as occasion may require, in the

case of persons claiming to have received consecration or ordination from any "episcopi

vagantes," whose claims we are unable to recognise.
Resolution 29

Reunion of Christendom

The Conference, while welcoming the Report of the Committee appointed by the Conference of

1908 on the Unitas Fratum or Moravians, regrets that it is unable to recommend any such action

being taken as is suggested in Resolutions 70-72 of that Conference so long as the Unitas retains

its practice of the administration of confirmation and the celebration of Holy Communion by

deacons, but hopes that, in the event of the Unitas changing its rules in these matters, negotiations

with individual provinces of the Unitas may be resumed, and believes that in this case there would

be good prospect of such negotiations being brought to a satisfactory conclusion.
Resolution 30

Reunion of Christendom

We recommend with a view to this end that the Archbishop of Canterbury be respectfully

requested to reappoint with additional members the Committee appointed at the last Conference;

and we hope that, in the event of all the remaining difficulties being removed to his satisfaction,

with the concurrence of the Central Consultative Body of the Lambeth Conference, the action

suggested in the Resolutions of the Conference of 1908 may take place without further delay.
Resolution 31

Reunion of Christendom

The Conference regrets that it is unable to recommend the acceptance of the proposals of the

"Southern Synod" of the "Reformed Episcopal Church" in England for reunion with the Church of

England, and, while unable to advise the acceptance of other proposals for corporate union with

the Reformed Episcopal Church, recommends that, if applications for admission into the English

Church are made by individual ministers of that Communion, such applications should be

sympathetically received, and the ministers, if in all respects equal to the standard and

requirements of the Church of England, be ordained sub conditione.
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Resolution 40

The Unity of the Church - South India

a. The Conference has heard with the deepest interest of the proposals for

Church union in South India now under consideration between the Church of India, Burma

and Ceylon, the South India United Church and the Wesleyan Methodist Church of South

India, and expresses its high appreciation of the spirit in which the representatives of

these Churches have pursued the long and careful negotiations.

b. The Conference notes with warm sympathy that the project embodied in

the Proposed Scheme for Church Union in South India is not the formation of any fresh

Church or province of the Anglican Communion under new conditions, but seeks to bring

together the distinctive elements of different Christian Communions, on a basis of sound

doctrine and episcopal order, in a distinctive province of the Universal Church, in such a

way as to give the Indian expression of the spirit, the thought and the life of the Church

Universal.

c. We observe further, as a novel feature in the South Indian scheme, that

a complete agreement between the uniting Churches on certain points of doctrine and

practice is not expected to be reached before the inauguration of the union; but the

promoters of the scheme believe that unity will be reached gradually and more securely

by the interaction of the different elements of the united Church upon one another. It is

only when the unification resulting from that interaction is complete that a final judgement

can be pronounced on the effect of the present proposals. Without attempting, therefore,

to pronounce such judgement now, we express to our brethren in India our strong desire

that, as soon as the negotiations are successfully completed, the venture should be made

and the union inaugurated. We hope that it will lead to the emergence of a part of the

Body of Christ which will possess a new combination of the riches that are his. In this

hope we ask the Churches of our Communion to stand by our brethren in India, while they

make this experiment, with generous goodwill.

d. The Conference thinks it wise to point out that, after the union in

South India has been inaugurated, both ministers and lay people of the united Church,

when they are outside the jurisdiction of that Church, will be amenable to the regulations

of the province and diocese in which they desire to officiate or to worship, and it must be

assumed that those regulations will be applied to individuals in the same manner as they

would now be applied to similarly circumstanced individuals, unless any province takes

formal action to change its regulations.

e. The Conference, fully assured in the light of the Resolutions of the
General Council of the Church of India, Burma and Ceylon adopted in February 1930 that

nothing will be done to break the fellowship of the Churches of the Anglican Communion,

confidently leaves in the hands of the bishops of that Church the task of working out in

detail the principles which are embodied in the Proposed Scheme.

f. The Conference gives its general approval to the suggestions contained

in the Report of its Committee with regard to the Proposed Scheme for Church Union in

South India, and commends the Report to the attention of the Episcopal Synod and

General Council of the Church of India, Burma and Ceylon.

Resolution 45

The Unity of the Church - Schemes of Reunion

In view of the various schemes of reunion and other projects and advances towards union and

intercommunion which have been the subject of discussion or negotiation, the Conference reminds

the Church that it is a paramount duty to seek unity among Christians in every direction, and

assures all who are working for this end of its cordial support in their endeavours; it also reminds

the Church that until full and final schemes are set out and terms of intercommunion are definitely

arranged, the expression of final judgements on individual schemes is premature.
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Resolution 52

The Unity of the Church - The Church of South India

We

(a) endorse generally the paragraphs in the Report of our Committee on Unity which refer to South

India;

(b) give thanks to God for the measure of unity locally achieved by the inauguration of the Church

of South India, and we pledge ourselves to pray and work for its development into an ever more

perfect fulfilment of the will of God for his Church; and we

(c) look forward hopefully and with longing to the day when there shall be full communion between

the Church of South India and the Churches of the Anglican Communion.
Resolution 53

The Unity of the Church - Suggestions Relating to the Constitution of the Church of South

India

The Conference expresses the hope that, so soon as it may appear to the authorities of the

Church of South India to be expedient to take up the matter, such provisions of the Constitution of

that Church and such statements contained therein as are known to have given rise either to

uncertainty or to grave anxiety in the minds of many, may be reconsidered with a view to their

amendment. The Conference would call special attention to the six points specified in the Report

of its Committee on Unity.
Resolution 54

The Unity of the Church - The Anglican Communion and the Church of South India

In the sphere of immediate and practical action, the Conference recommends:

(a) That former Anglicans, clerical or lay, who are now members of the Church of South India, and

also Anglicans who hereafter join should be accepted and allowed full privileges of ministry and

communion in any Church, province, or diocese or the Anglican Communion, subject to the

regulations of the responsible authorities in the area concerned.

(b) That members, whether clerical or lay, of the Churches of the Anglican Communion, who may

go to South India, should not be subject to censure if they join the Church of South India or take

work of any kind in it.

(c) That clerical or lay members of the Churches of the Anglican Communion visiting the territory of

the Church of South India should not be subject to censure if they accept the hospitality of that

Church for the performance of priestly functions or the receiving of Holy Communion, subject to

the regulations of the Churches, provinces, or dioceses to which they belong.

(d) That ministers of the Church of South India who have not been episcopally ordained should not

be regarded as having acquired any new rights or status in relation to the Anglican Communion as

a whole solely by reason of the fact that they are ministers of that Church.

(e) In regard to the bishops, presbyters, and deacons consecrated or ordained in the Church of

South India at or after the inauguration of that Church, the Conference is unable to make one

recommendation agreed to by all. It therefore records the two following views:

(i) one view (held by a majority) that such bishops, presbyters, and deacons should be

acknowledged as true bishops, presbyters, and deacons in the Church of Christ and should be

accepted as such in every part of the Anglican Communion, subject only to such regulations as are

normally made in all such cases by the responsible authorities in each area; (ii) another view (held

by a substantial minority) that it is not yet possible to pass any definite judgement upon the precise
status of such bishops, presbyters, and deacons in the Church of Christ or to recommend that they

be accepted in the Anglican Communion as bishops, presbyters, or deacons.

The Conference records the fact that no member of the Conference desires to condemn outright or

to declare invalid the episcopally consecrated and ordained ministry of the Church of South India.

It recognizes that there will be differences in the attitude of Churches, provinces, or dioceses

regarding the status of the bishops, presbyters, and deacons of the Church of South India, but it

expresses the unanimous hope that such differences may never in any part of the Anglican

Communion be made a ground for condemnation of action taken by any Church, province, or

diocese.

(f) That lay communicants who in the Church of South India have received episcopal confirmation

should, in Churches of the Anglican Communion, be received as communicants, subject to the

approval of responsible authority, but should not thereby acquire any new status or rights in

relation to the Anglican Communion as a whole; and (g) that other recognised communicants of

the Church of South India should, in Churches of the Anglican Communion, subject to the approval

of responsible authority and to any such regulations as may locally obtain, be admissable to

communion by an exercise of the principle of "economy."
Resolution 55

The Unity of the Church - The Anglican Communion and the Church of South India

The Conference expresses its concurrence with the recommendations contained in the Report of

its Committee on Unity with reference to the Nandyal area in South India.
Resolution 56

The Unity of the Church - Further Approaches to Reunion

The Conference calls upon all the Churches of the Anglican Communion to seek earnestly by

prayer and by conference the fulfilment of the vision `of a Church, genuinely Catholic, loyal to all

truth, and gathering into its fellowship "all who profess and call themselves Christians," within

whose visible unity all the treasures of faith and order, bequeathed as a heritage by the past to the

present, shall be possessed in common and made serviceable to the whole Body of Christ.' It

recognises that `within this unity Christian Communions now separated from one another would

retain much that has long been distinctive in their methods of worship and service.' In the hope of

setting forward the fulfilment of this vision, the Conference recalls the principles set forth in the

"Appeal to All Christian People" and the relevant Resolutions of the Lambeth Conference of 1920

on the reunion of Christendom, and records certain counsels and considerations which it believes

should guide the Churches of our Communion in future approaches to reunion:

(a) The theological issues, especially those concerning the Church and the ministry, should be

faced at the outset, and to this end the negotiating Churches should obtain the help of theologians

in framing schemes for reunion or intercommunion.

(b) The unification of the ministry in a form satisfactory to all the bodies concerned, either at the

inauguration of the union or as soon as possible thereafter, is likely to be a prerequisite to success

in all future proposals for the reunion of the Churches.

(c) The integral connection between the Church and the ministry should be safeguarded in all

proposals for the achievement of intercommunion through the creation of a mutually recognised

ministry.

(d) The goal in any step towards a united Church within a given area should always be a Church

with which the Anglican Churches could eventually be in full communion.
(e) Because the Anglican Communion is itself a treasured unity with a special vocation, a part of

our Communion contemplating a step which would involve its withdrawral from the Anglican family

of Churches should consult the Lambeth Conference or the provinces and member Churches of

this family of Churches before final commitment to such a course.
Resolution 57

The Unity of the Church - Schemes for Organic Union

The Conference has heard with satisfaction and hope of proposals for organic union in various

areas, and, while calling the attention of those concerned in such schemes to the warnings

contained in the Report of the Committee on Unity, believes that schemes of this type have

undoubted advantages.
Resolution 58

The Unity of the Church - Schemes for the Provision of a Mutually Recognised Ministry

The Conference has heard with interest and sympathy of proposals for the provision of a mutually

recognised ministry in advance of any explicit plans for organic union. In spite of the

disadvantages attaching to such schemes, which are noted in the Report of the Committe on

Unity, the Conference is not prepared to discourage further explorations along this line, if they are

linked with provisions for the growing together of the Churches concerned and with the definite

acceptance of organic union as their final goal.
Resolution 59

The Unity of the Church - Faith and Order Statement

The Conference agrees that the Statement on Faith and Order prepared by the Joint Commission

on Approaches to Unity of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America is in

entire harmony with the Lambeth Quadrilateral, and may be used in negotiations of the Protestant

Episcopal Church with any interested Christian body.
Resolution 62

The Unity of the Church - Ceylon

The Conference has learned with deep interest of the proposed scheme for Church union in

Ceylon, regards it as being, in many respects, among the most promising of the various schemes

of its type in different parts of the world, and expresses the hope that, subject to the assent of the

Church of India, Burma, and Ceylon, the projected union may, under the blessing of God, in due

course be carried into effect.
Resolution 63

The Unity of the Church - North India

The Conference welcomes generally the negotiations informally begun in North India with a view to

union, desires to encourage the authorities of the Church of India, Burma, and Ceylon to go

forward, and expresses the hope that in the working out of the proposed scheme account may be

taken both of the lessons to be derived from South India and of the proposals made in Ceylon.
Resolution 64

The Unity of the Church - Iran

The Conference expresses its deep sympathy with the Bishop and Church in Iran in the difficulties,

arising largely from relative isolation and from the small scale of the Church in that country, by

which they are confronted. It endorses generally the advice given in the section of the Report of its

Committee on Unity which relates to Iran, believes that the negotiations directed towards the

attainment of local Church unity in Iran should be continued, and concurs in the view that the

assistance of theologians should be made available to the Bishop in Iran and to those taking part

with him in the negotiations.
Resolution 65

The Unity of the Church - Nigeria

The Conference, having heard with sincere thankfulness of the progress made towards union in

Nigeria and of the recent setting-up of a Joint Union Committee for the whole of Nigeria so that

proposals may cover a sufficiently wide area, recommends that the Union Committee pursue its

efforts, especially bearing in mind:

(a) such advice as may be given by theologians;

(b) the provisions and progress of other schemes such as that of Ceylon;

(c) the future relationship of any united Church to the proposed province of West Africa and to the

whole Anglican Communion.
Resolution 74

The Unity of the Church - A Larger Episcopal Unity

The Conference, welcoming the fact that some of the Churches of the Anglican Communion are

already in intercommunion with the Old Catholic Churches, looking forward to the time when they

will enter into communion with other parts of the Catholic Church not definable as Anglican, and

desiring that Churches thus linked together should express their common relationship in common

counsel and mutual aid, recommends that bishops of the Anglican Communion and bishops of

other Churches which are, or may be, in communion with them should meet together from time to

time as an episcopal conference, advisory in character, for brotherly counsel and encouragement.
Resolution 89

The Anglican Communion - The Status of Certain Japanese Bishops

The Conference approves and welcomes the expressed intention of the Nippon Sei Ko Kwai to

receive back the six bishops as bishops of the Nippon Sei Ko Kwai without jurisdiction.
Resolution 90

The Anglican Communion - The Status of Certain Japanese Bishops

The Conference also desires to make clear that in its opinion it is open at any time to the Nippon

Sei Ko Kwai in its discretion to entrust the six bishops thus recognised with episcopal functions or

jurisdiction, to be exercised in accordance with the canonical and disciplinary requirements of the

Nippon Sei Ko Kwai.
Resolution 91

The Anglican Communion - The Status of Certain Japanese Bishops

The Conference recommends the Nippon Sei Ko Kwai formally to communicate its action with

regard to these bishops to all metropolitans for information.
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Resolution 14

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Full Communion and Intercommunion

The Conference endorses the paragraph in the Report of the Committee on Church Unity and the

Church Universal which refers to the use of the terms "full communion" and "intercommunion," and

recommends accordingly that where between two Churches, not of the same denominational or

confessional family, there is unrestricted "communio in sacris" including mutual recognition and

acceptance of ministries, the appropriate term to use is "full communion," and that where varying

degrees of relation other than "full communion" are established by agreement between two such

Churches the appropriate term is "intercommunion."
Resolution 16

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Wider Episcopal Fellowship

The Conference reaffirms Resolution 74, passed by the Lambeth Conference 1948, regarding "A

Larger Episcopal Unity," and strongly recommends that within the next five years the Archbishop of

Canterbury should invite to a conference representative bishops from each province of the

Anglican Communion, together with representative bishops from each Church possessing the

historic episcopate with which Churches and provinces of the Anglican Communion are in full

communion or in a relation of intercommunion.
Resolution 17

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Wider Episcopal Fellowship

The Conference notes the recommendation of the Committee on Church Unity and the Church

Universal concerning future Lambeth Conferences, and commends it to the attention of the

President and the Consultative Body for consideration before the next Lambeth Conference.
Resolution 18

Church Unity and the Church Universal - The Church of South India

The Conference welcomes and endorses the Report of the Committee on Church Unity and the

Church Universal concerning the Church of South India.

Resolution 19

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Nandyal

The Conference is agreed that, notwithstanding the recommendations of the Lambeth

Conferences of 1930 and 1948 that no province of the Anglican Communion should set up

dioceses or congregations in the area of the Church of South India, the Church of India, Pakistan,

Burma, and Ceylon should be left free to make the arrangements which seem best to that Church

for the spiritual oversight of Christians in the Nandyal area, after consulting the Church of South

India and with the goodwill of that Church, bearing in mind that the union of Christians in that area

is the ultimate aim.
Resolution 20

Church Unity and the Church Universal - The Scheme of

Church Union in Ceylon and the Plan of Church Union in North India and Pakistan The Conference

endorses generally the paragraphs of the Committee on Church Unity and the Church Universal

which refer to the Scheme of Church Union in Ceylon and the Plan of Church Union in North India

and Pakistan, and gives thanks to God for manifest signs of the work of the Holy Spirit in the

negotiations which have brought the Scheme and Plan to this stage.
Resolution 21

Church Unity and the Church Universal - The Scheme of

Church Union in Ceylon and the Plan of Church Union in North India and Pakistan The Conference

advises that when Churches have united in such a way that the whole ministry of the United

Church has been episcopally united, permission to visiting ministers, not episcopally ordained, of

Churches in communion with the United Churches at the time of the union, to celebrate the Holy

Communion occasionally when visiting a United Church, be not regarded as a bar to relations of

full communion between the United Church and the Churches and provinces of the Anglican

Communion; provided that due constitutional provisions are made to safeguard the conscience of

worshippers.
Resolution 22

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Ceylon

The Conference calls attention to the recommendation of the Committee on Church Unity and the

Church Universal concerning the unification of the ministry in the Scheme of Church Union in

Ceylon, and advises the Church of India, Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon to recommend to the

Negotiating Committee the suggested amendments to the Scheme.
Resolution 23

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Ceylon

The Conference advises the Churches and the provinces of the Anglican Communion that they

should be willing to enter into full communion with the resulting Church of Lanka on its

inauguration.
Resolution 24

Church Unity and the Church Universal - The Church of North India and the Church of

Pakistan

(a) The Conference wholeheartedly desires that the Plan for reunion in North India and Pakistan

may go forward, and that the intention of the Plan may be secured, that the ministry of the United

Church shall be "fully accredited in the eyes of all its members, and so far as may be of the Church

throughout the world."

(b) The Conference wholly shares the desire of the Church of India, Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon

that the Anglican Communion should be able to enter into full communion with the United Church;

it believes that the Churches and provinces of the Anglican Communion could enter into full

communion if the recommendations concerning the service for the unification of the ministry could

be accepted.

(c) Should further explanation and discussion concerning the recommendations be desired, the

Conference requests the President to appoint a small commission of bishops to be immediately

available for consultation with the Church of India, Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon.
Resolution 31

Church Unity and the Church Universal - West Africa

The Conference expresses its sincere thankfulness at the growing interest within the Province of

West Africa in conversations on reunion, having had before it the proposed Scheme of Union for

Nigeria and the Cameroons which is at present receiving the prayerful consideration of the

dioceses of the Province of West Africa and of the Methodist and Presbyterian Churches in Nigeria

and the Cameroons.
Resolution 32

Church Unity and the Church Universal - West Africa

The Conference, while recognising the weight to be attached to arguments in favour of retaining

the model of the Church of South India and the policy of gradualness therein expressed, but aware

also of the desire within the Province that from the outset full communion should be maintained

between Churches of the Anglican Communion and any united Church which might be formed,

strongly recommends to the Province of West Africa further consideration of the Ceylon scheme as

a model, since only so does it seem likely that the desired result will be achieved.
Resolution 33

Church Unity and the Church Universal - West Africa

The Conference recommends that in any reunion scheme the Ceylon or North India/Pakistan

statement as to the faith of the Church should be followed.
Resolution 34

Church Unity and the Church Universal - West Africa

The Conference further recommends that should any far-reaching decision be reached by the

dioceses of the Province, the advice of the Lambeth Consultative Body should be sought.
Resolution 36

Church Unity and the Church Universal - The Jerusalem Archbishopric

The Conference commends to the bishoprics concerned the Ceylon scheme for Church union as a

model for any further discussions which it is hoped will take place.
Resolution 44

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Other Eastern Churches

The Conference notes with interest the discussions now in progress between the Church of India,

Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon and the Mar Thoma Church. It recommends that, before these

discussions are brought to a conclusion, other Churches, provinces, and dioceses of the Anglican

Communion which are concerned with relations with Mar Thoma Christians should be taken into

consultation so that if possible a common agreement may be reached by all the authorities

concerned.
Resolution 45

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Other Eastern Churches

The Conference hopes that in all such negotiations any steps taken should be such as to

encourage the recovery of unity among Syrian Christians.
Resolution 51

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church and

Lusitanian Church

The Conference, being entirely satisfied with reports received on the present doctrine and

discipline of the Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church and the Lusitanian Church, welcomes the

news of the consecration of Bishop Molina in Spain and of Bishop Fiandor in Portugal by bishops

of the Episcopal Church of the United States and of the Church of Ireland, and prays that these

Churches may be blessed by God in the service of his Kingdom. The Conference hopes that the

desire of these Churches for the same relationship with Churches of the Anglican Communion as

have the Old Catholic Churches will soon be fulfilled.
Resolution 52

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church and

Lusitanian Church

The Conference suggests that the bishops of these two Churches be invited to any conference

arranged in accordance with the recommendation of Resolution 74 - "A Larger Episcopal Unity" -

of the Lambeth Conference of 1948.
Resolution 53

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Philippine Independent Church (Aglipayan)

The Conference records its pleasure at the vigorous growth of the Philippine Independent Church

and welcomes the progress being made in the relations between this Church and the Protestant

Episcopal Church in the United States of America since the consecration of three bishops of the

Philippine Independent Church by bishops of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States

of America in 1948. The Conference is gratified to learn that priests of the Philippine Independent

Church are receiving their theological training at St Andrew's Theological Seminary in Manila.
Resolutions Archive from 1968

1968.pdf

Resolution 47

Relations with Other Churches - Reciprocal Acts of

Intercommunion The Conference recommends that, where there is agreement between an

Anglican Church and some other Church or Churches to seek unity in a way which includes

agreement on apostolic faith and order, and where that agreement to seek unity has found

expression, whether in a covenant to unite or in some other appropriate form, a Church of the

Anglican Communion should be free to allow reciprocal acts of intercommunion under the general

direction of the bishop; each province concerned to determine when the negotiations for union in

which it is engaged have reached the stage which allows this intercommunion.

Voting: For 341; Against 87.

Resolution 48

Relations with Other Churches - The Church in South India

The Conference recommends:

(a) That when a bishop or episcopally ordained minister of the Church of South India visits a

diocese of the Anglican Communion and exercises his ministry in Anglican churches there should

now be no restriction on the exercise of his ministry in other Churches with which the Church of

South India is in communion.

(b) That Churches and provinces of the Anglican Communion re-examine their relation to the

Church of South India with a view to entering into full communion with that Church.
Resolution 49

Relations with Other Churches - The Churches of North India

and Pakistan The Conference recommends that Churches and provinces of the Anglican

communion should enter into full communion with the Churches of North India and Pakistan upon

their inauguration and should foster the relations of fellowship which this involves.
Resolution 50

Relations with Other Churches - The Church of Lanka

The Conference recommends that Churches and provinces of the Anglican Communion should

enter into full communion with the Church of Lanka upon its inauguration and should foster the

relations of fellowship which this involves.
Resolution 51

Relations with Other Churches - Anglican-Methodist Unity in Great Britain

The Conference welcomes the proposals for Anglican-Methodist unity in Great Britain and notes

with satisfaction the view expressed in the Report of Section III that the proposed Service of

Reconciliation is theologically adequate to achieve its declared intentions of reconciling the two

Churches and integrating their ministries.
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Resolution 14

The Wider Episcopal Fellowship

The Conference requests the Archbishop of Canterbury: 1. in consultation with the Primates, to

convene a meeting of Anglican bishops with bishops of Churches in which Anglicans have united

with other Christians, and bishops from those Churches which are in full communion with Anglican

Churches; and to discuss with them how bishops from these Churches could best play their part in

future Lambeth Conferences; 2. to recognise the deep conviction of this Lambeth Conference that

the expressed desire of both the Lusitanian and Spanish Reformed Churches to become fully

integrated members of the Anglican Communion should receive both a warm and a positive

response.
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Resolution 12

United Churches in full communion

This Conference:

1. Expresses its gratitude for the presence of bishops from the Church of South India, the Church

of North India, the Church of Bangladesh and the Church of Pakistan, acknowledging that their

presence reminds us that our commitment as Anglicans is to the wider unity of the Church.

2. Affirms the request of ACC-7 (Resolution 17) that all United Churches with which the Churches

of the Anglican Communion are in full communion be invited to accept full membership in the

Lambeth Conference and the Primates Meeting (as is already the case with the Anglican

Consultative Council).

3. Welcomes the proposals entitled "Ministry in a Uniting Church" of the Covenanted Churches in

Wales, and insofar as the Welsh proposals are similar to the North India and Pakistan Scheme,

sees no difficulties in relation to the question of full communion if such proposals are brought to

fruition.

4. Encourages the development of similar proposals in other parts of the world.

Church of Bangladesh Church of North India Church of Pakistan Church of South India The term

"united Churches in full communion" is used of those Churches where Anglicans have entered into

union with Christians of other traditions. These Churches are in full communion with the Churches

of the Anglican Communion.
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Resolution IV.1

Commitment to full, visible unity

This Conference:

a. reaffirms the Anglican commitment to the full, visible unity of the Church as the goal of the

Ecumenical Movement;

b. encourages the further explication of the characteristics which belong to the full, visible

unity of the Church (described variously as the goal, the marks, or the portrait of visible

unity); and

c. recognises that the process of moving towards full, visible unity may entail temporary

anomalies, and believes that some anomalies may be bearable when there is an agreed

goal of visible unity, but that there should always be an impetus towards their resolution

and, thus, towards the removal of the principal anomaly of disunity.
Resolution IV.2

The Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral

This Conference:

a. reaffirms the Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral (1888) as a basis on which Anglicans seek

the full, visible unity of the Church, and also recognises it as a statement of Anglican unity

and identity;

b. acknowledges that ecumenical dialogues and experience have led to a developing

understanding of each of the elements of the Quadrilateral, including the significance of

apostolicity, pastoral oversight (episcope), the office of bishop and the historic episcopate;

and

c. commends continuing reflection upon the Quadrilateral's contribution to the search for the

full, visible unity of the Church, and in particular the role within visible unity of a common

ministry of oversight exercised in personal, collegial and communal ways at every level.
Resolution IV.6

Churches in Communion

This Conference:

a. recommends that the proposed Inter-Anglican Standing Commission on Ecumenical

Relations reflect upon the implications of being in communion with the See of Canterbury

with particular reference to the United Churches and Churches in Communion;

b. welcomes the fact that the International Bishops' Conference of the Union of Utrecht and

the ACC have agreed to the establishment of an Anglican-Old Catholic International Coordinating

Council;

c. recommends that consideration be given to ways of deepening our communion with the

Old Catholic Churches beyond the Bonn Agreement, including means of taking counsel

and making decisions together; the anomaly of overlapping jurisdictions; the implications

of wider ecumenical relationships, particularly with the Roman Catholic, Orthodox and

Lutheran Churches; and the importance of work together on issues of mission and

common witness;

d. welcomes the adoption by both churches of the Concordat between the Episcopal Church

in the Philippines and the Philippine Independent Church (1997), which establishes a

relationship of full communion;

e. welcomes the relationship of communion established in Northern Europe between six

Lutheran churches (Estonia, Finland, Iceland, Lithuania, Norway and Sweden) and four

Anglican churches (England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales) by the signing of the Porvoo

Declaration in 1996, and recognises the enrichment brought through the presence of

Finnish, Norwegian and Swedish bishops at this Conference as bishops in communion;

and
f. welcomes the decision by the Porvoo Church Leaders Meeting in 1998 that the Lusitanian

Catholic Apostolic Evangelical Church of Portugal and the Spanish Episcopal Reformed

Church should be regarded as being covered by the Preamble to the Porvoo Declaration

subject to their Synods' approval of the Declaration.
Resolution IV.3

An Inter-Anglican Standing Commission on Ecumenical Relations

This Conference:

a. (a) while noting that expense will be involved, endorses the proposal of the Ecumenical

Advisory Group, endorsed by the ACC-10 in Panama (Resolution 16), that the EAG be

replaced by an Inter-Anglican Standing Commission on Ecumenical Relations; and

b. proposes that the tasks of this Commission should be:

i. to monitor and enable Anglican participation in multilateral and bilateral

dialogues, both regional and international;

ii. to monitor and encourage the process of response, decision and reception;

iii. to ensure theological consistency in dialogues and conversations by reviewing

regional and provincial proposals with ecumenical partners and, when an

agreement affects the life of the Communion as a whole, after consultation with
the ACC, to refer the matter to the Primates' Meeting, and only if that Meeting so

determines, to the Lambeth Conference, before the Province enters the new

relationship;

iv. to give particular attention to anomalies which arise in the context of ecumenical

proposals with a view to discerning those anomalies which may be bearable in

the light of progress towards an agreed goal of visible unity, and to suggest ways

for resolving them;

v. to consider, when appropriate, if and how an agreement made in one region or

Province can be adopted in other regions or Provinces;

vi. to address issues of terminology;

vii. to facilitate the circulation of documents and ecumenical resources throughout

the Communion, as far as possible in the languages of the Communion.
Resolution IV.5

Ecclesiology and Ethics

This Conference:

a. recognising the centrality of ethical obedience and witness to life in Christ and hence to

the visible unity of the Church, welcomes the ecumenical work done since the last

Lambeth Conference on ecclesiology and ethics (Life in Christ [ARCIC, 1994], Church and

World (1990), Costly Unity (1993), Costly Obedience (1996), and Costly Commitment

(1995) [WCC]) and encourages the continuation of this work in the multilateral and

bilateral dialogue;

b. rejoices at the emerging consensus that racism, inequality between men and women,

global economic injustice and the degradation of the earth's ecology are incompatible with

the Christian faith; and
c. calls for continuing work to identify, study and come to a common mind concerning ethical

issues where contention threatens to divide the Anglican Communion and create new

division amongst the churches.
Resolution IV.8

A Common Date for Easter

This Conference:

a. welcomes the work of the WCC on a common date for Easter, recognising that in the year

2001, according to calculations by both the Eastern and Western Churches, the date of

the Easter/Pascha observance will coincide; and

b. recommends:

i. that the following procedures for achieving a commonly recognised date for the

annual celebration of Easter, as the day of resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ,

should be agreed upon by all Christian Churches:

i. maintain the Nicene norms (that Easter fall on the Sunday following the

first vernal new moon);

ii. calculate the date of the vernal equinox from the data provided by the

most accurate scientific and astronomical methods;

iii. use as the basis of reckoning the meridian of Jerusalem, the place of

Christ's death and resurrection.

ii. that each province of the Anglican Communion be invited to endorse the above

resolutions and to report its endorsement to the Secretary of the Anglican

Consultative Council by the Feast of the Nativity, AD 2000 and that these

responses be reported to the WCC.
Resolution IV.11

'Continuing' Churches

This Conference:

a. believes that important questions are posed by the emergence of groups who call

themselves 'continuing Anglican Churches' which have separated from the Anglican

Communion in recent years; and

b. asks the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Primates' Meeting to consider how best to

initiate and maintain dialogue with such groups with a view to the reconciliation of all who

own the Anglican tradition.
Resolution IV.13

Unity within Provinces of the Anglican Communion

This Conference:

a. notes with gratitude the ministry of support which the Archbishop of Canterbury has been

able to give in Sudan and Rwanda, and recognises that he is called upon to render

assistance from time to time in a variety of situations;

b. in view of the very grave difficulties encountered in the internal affairs of some Provinces

of the Communion, invites the Archbishop of Canterbury to appoint a Commission to

make recommendations to the Primates and the Anglican Consultative Council, as to the

exceptional circumstances and conditions under which, and the means by which, it would

be appropriate for him to exercise an extra-ordinary ministry of episcope (pastoral

oversight), support and reconciliation with regard to the internal affairs of a Province other

than his own for the sake of maintaining communion within the said Province and between

the said Province and the rest of the Anglican Communion.
Resolution IV.16

The Lutheran Churches

This Conference:

a. welcomes the remarkable progress in Anglican-Lutheran relationships during the last

decade in many parts of the world;

b. commends for study the report of the Anglican-Lutheran International Commission, The

Diaconate as Ecumenical Opportunity (1996);

c. noting the approval by the Episcopal Church in the United States of America of the

Concordat of Agreement with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the narrow

vote against the Concordat by the ELCA, hopes that the draft revision of the Concordat,

currently being undertaken by the ELCA in consultation with representatives from ECUSA,

will provide a firm basis for the two churches to move to full communion;

d. commends the progress toward full communion between the Anglican Church of Canada

and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada as set forth in the Waterloo Declaration

(1997) for consideration by both churches in 2001;

e. encourages the continuation of close relations with the Lutheran Churches of Denmark

and Latvia, which participated fully in the Porvoo Conversations but have not so far

become signatories;

f. welcomes the development of dialogue in Australia, and of dialogue and collaboration in

the search for justice and human rights and the joint pastoral care of scattered Christian

communities in Africa;

g. affirms the growing fellowship between churches of the Anglican and Lutheran

Communions in other regions of the world, and encourages further steps toward

agreement in faith, eucharistic sharing and common mission on the way to the goal of full,

visible unity;
h. rejoices not only in the Porvoo Common Statement between the Anglican Churches of

Britain and Ireland and the Lutheran Churches of the Nordic and Baltic region, but also in

the Meissen Common Statement with the Evangelical Church in Germany, which includes

Lutheran, Reformed and United Churches, and looks forward to the proposed agreement

between the Anglican churches of Britain and Ireland and the French Lutheran and

Reformed churches; and
i. recommends consultation with the Lutheran World Federation about the continuation of

the work of the Anglican-Lutheran International Commission.
