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Resolution 7

That this Conference receives the Report drawn up by the Committee on the subject of Socialism,

and submits it to the consideration of the Churches of the Anglican Communion.
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Resolution 77

Social and Industrial Questions

Members of the Church are bound to take an active part, by public action and by personal service,

in removing those abuses which depress and impoverish human life. In company with other

citizens and organisations they should work for reform, and particularly for such measures as will

secure the better care of children, including real opportunity for an adequate education; protection

of the workers against unemployment; and the provision of healthy homes.
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Resolution 45

The Church and the Modern World - The Christian Way of Life

The Conference stresses the urgency of providing that every family should have a home of its own

which provides for fellowship and privacy.
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Resolution 105

The Reconciling of Conflicts Between and Within Nations - Sharing Material Resources

The Conference draws attention to the widespread poverty in many parts of the world; it notes with

thankfulness the measures taken to help under-developed countries to become self-supporting,

and calls upon Christians in more favoured lands to use their influence to encourage their

governments in the task of relieving poverty by a generous sharing of their material and technical

resources with those in need.
Resolutions Archive from 1968

1968.pdf

Resolution 21

Developing Countries

The Conference welcomes the deep concern about the economic and social frustration of

developing countries expressed by the World Council of Churches at its recent Assembly in

Uppsala. To produce decisive and wise action in this serious situation it recommends to the

provinces of the Anglican Communion:

(a) The careful study of the issues of development including the new economic and political

structures which it demands; and effective dissemination of knowledge about the issues to

the Churches and to the public.

(b) That the efforts of the United Nations agencies to bring about world economic justice

receive the active support and prayers of all the Churches.

(c) That they endorse the appeal of the World Council of Churches at Uppsala that the

Churches should do their utmost to influence the governments of industrialised countries

(i) to increase annually the percentage of Gross National Product officially transferred as

financial resources, exclusive of private investment, to developing countries, with the

minimum net amount of one percent to be reached by 1971;

(ii) to conclude agreements stabilising and supporting at an acceptable level the prices of

vulnerable primary products and providing preferential access to developed markets for

the manufactured products of developing countries.

(d) That they should urge their members to support more actively existing funds, and

particularly the Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service, to help meet

some of the present emergencies in world poverty and hunger.
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Resolution 1

Today's World

The Conference approves the following statement as expressing some of the concerns of the

bishops about today's world in which today's Church must proclaim a total Gospel. It is printed

here for study, and action wherever possible, by the member Churches.

We, the bishops of the Anglican Communion gathered from many parts of the world, having

experienced a deep unity in the conviction of our faith and in our calling as bishops, wish to share

with all people some matters of universal concern.

On earlier occasions we have appealed not only to Anglicans but to all Christian people. Today

because we have discovered a new dimension of unity in our intense concern for the future

wellbeing of all mankind in the new era of history which we are now entering we dare to appeal

also to governments, world leaders, and people, without distinction, because all countries,

however nationalistic in sentiment, are now interdependent. No nation is an island unto itself.

The choices before us are real, and so are the consequences of them. On the one hand there are

great potentialities for advance in human wellbeing but there are also real possibilities of

catastrophic disaster if present attitudes and the expectations of individuals do not swiftly change

and if vital problems of society are not confronted and resolved by governments and through

international co-operation.

We draw attention to the following areas where there is need for a change in attitude and practice:

1. We need to see the necessary exchange of commodities in the market place as an area where

human values can be affirmed and not ignored; to seek to ensure that those involved are not

treated merely as functional units but as being worthy of and able to enter into relations of

friendship.

2. We need to challenge the assumptions that "more is better" and "having is being" which add fuel

to the fire of human greed.

3. We need to stress that the wellbeing of the whole human family is more important that egoistic

self-interest.

4. We need to change the focus on technology and see it not as the master with an insidious

fascination of its own but as the servant of the world and its people, beginning with those in need.

We must face the threat of science and technology as well as their promise.

5. We need to be diverting our planning and action to the development of a new kind of society.

Much time is still spent in overtaking problems. We must direct our efforts to the achievement of a

kind of society where the economy is not based on waste, but on stewardship, not on

consumerism but on conservation, one concerned not only with work but with the right use of

leisure. We may need to contemplate a paradox: an increasing use of appropriate technology,

while returning, where possible, to many of the values of pre-industrial society. In some places this

can include home industries, the local market, the fishing village, and the small farm.

6. We need to recognise that at present all over the world there tends to be a growing

urbanisation. Many cities are in crisis due to the growing number of people with little hope of

freedom of choice. The gap between the rich and the poor, between the powerful and the

powerless, continues to grow.

7. We need to recognise that some earlier evaluations of the place of work in human life are

becoming dangerously obsolete. In many societies more goods are produced, but there is less

employment. We need to orientate education so as to help people develop new attitudes both to

work and leisure.

8. We need to help people in the parts of the world classed as economically underdeveloped not to

mirror industrialised societies, but to retain or shape a style of life which affirms both the dignity of

the person and the value of close human community.
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9. We need to help the developed industrial nations and the people who live in them to face the

necessity of a redistribution of wealth and trading opportunities. Such a redistribution could place

the major burden on those groups within such societies which are already most vulnerable. We

need, therefore, to urge such nations to face the challenge to work for much greater internal

justice.

10. We need to recognise that expenditure on armaments is disproportionate to sums spent on

such essentials as health and education and constitutes a vast misdirection of limited resources

that are badly needed for human welfare, especially for the eradication of poverty. The escalation

of weapons systems with their ever-increasingly technological complexity diverts attention from the

real needs of mankind. We call all people to protest, in whatever ways possible, at the escalation

of the commerce in armaments of war and to support with every effort all international proposals

and conferences designed to achieve progressive world disarmament is a way that recognises the

need for power balances. New initiatives are urgently required for mutual co-existence and

toleration which are essential if real justice and peace are to be established.

11. The resources of our planet are limited; delicate ecological balances can be disturbed by

modern technology, or threatened by the toxic effects of human ingenuity. Ways must be found to

stop waste, to recycle resources and to monitor and control the manufacture of substances

dangerous to life and health. The use of nuclear fuel must be subject to the safe and permanent

disposal of its toxic by-products. Alternative sources of energy must be harnessed for use.

Such changes will not be easy to make and will require wise leadership from both secular and

religious sources. Creative solutions will require both technical knowledge and moral insights.

Decisions will be not only difficult but unpopular.

We recognise and acknowledge with gratitude the many people and agencies who have pioneered

in thinking and acting towards the future wellbeing of the human family. We confess that the

Churches to which we belong have shared in attitudes and acquiesced in structures which have

been hurtful to the true welfare of the peoples of the world.

We do not pretend to a knowledge of the practical solutions for these problems. But we do affirm

that God intends all of us to enjoy this planet and not to ruin it; he intends all of us, as his children,

to live together peaceably and creatively; to use our skills and knowledge not to destroy but to fulfil

human potentialities.

We believe that time is running out. Beneath all the choices lies the ultimate choice of life or death.

We join with all men of goodwill in appealing that we shall choose life. We know that tasks and

situations which to human view seem hopeless can, with the boundless resources of God's grace,

be transfered.

See also "Resolution 2 : A response" [and clarification] of this resolution.
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Resolution 36

Poverty and Debt

This Conference:

1. Calls attention to the life-and-death urgency of the problems of world poverty.

2. Salutes the courage and solidarity of poor people who, at great personal cost, are struggling to

achieve their own liberation from poverty and oppression.

3. Calls for an international, co-operating settlement, negotiated by both industrial and developing

countries, that will establish policies to reduce interest charges and the level of indebtedness,
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based on shared responsibility for the world debt and in accordance with Christian and

humanitarian principles of economic justice and social and ecological interdependence.

4. Calls on national governments, transnational corporations, the International Monetary Fund and

the World Bank together, to re-examine all principles governing trade relationships, the transfer of

technology and resources and all loan and aid policies in order to improve the economic viability

and local autonomy of developing countries.

5. Requests these bodies to consider these and other creative ways of involving the global

economy over time by:

(a)(i) correcting demand imbalances; (ii) reducing protectionism; (iii) stabilising exchange rates; (iv)

increasing resource transfers; (b) offering relief from debt incurred with commercial banks in ways

that will not leave debtor economies vulnerable to foreign manipulation, by (i) lending directly to

developing countries at reduced and subsidised interest rates; (ii) improved rescheduling of

existing debt repayments; (iii) debt conversion arrangements; (iv) establishing a multilateral body

to co-ordinate debt relief; (c) offering relief from official debts incurred with the World Bank and the

International Monetary Fund through (i) improved rescheduling of existing debt repayment; (ii)

lending on conditions oriented to development objectives; (iii) refraining from making demands on

debtor countries which would endanger the fabric of their national life or cause further dislocation

to their essential human services.
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Resolution I.15

International Debt and Economic Justice

Recognising the importance and urgency of issues of international debt and economic justice, this

Conference adopts the following statement:

(a) We see the issues of international debt and economic justice in the light of our belief in

creation: God has created a world in which we are bound together in a common humanity in which

each person has equal dignity and value. God has generously given to the nations immense

resources which are to be held in trust and used for the wellbeing of all and also offered us in

Christ Jesus liberation from all that which destroys healthy human life - a pattern of giving which

God desires all to follow. The healthy pattern for relationships is of mutual giving and receiving of

God's gifts. Borrowing has its place only in as much as it releases growth for human well being.

When we ignore this pattern, money becomes a force that destroys human community and God's

creation. The vast expansion in the power and quantity of money in recent decades, the huge

increase in borrowing among rich and poor alike, the damaging material and spiritual

consequences to many, bear testimony to this destructive force.

(b) Mindful of the work done by the political leaders, finance ministers, church leaders and people

of creditor nations, we welcome the framework provided by the historic Heavily Indebted Poor

Country Initiative (HIPC) of 1996. We particularly welcome the approach of bringing all creditors

together to agree upon debt relief, and the emphasis on debtor participation. We welcome

unilateral initiatives taken by governments to write off loans owed to Overseas Development

Departments; and initiatives by governments and international financial institutions to strengthen

the capacity of debtor nations to manage debt portfolios, and to co-operate together. We welcome

the commitment by leaders of the eight most powerful economies (the G8) in Birmingham May

1998; to consider withholding future taxpayer-subsidised loans intended for arms sales and other

unproductive purposes .

(c) While recognising these achievements, we wish to assert that these measures do not as yet

provide sufficient release for the hundreds of millions of people whose governments are diverting

scarce resources away from health, education, sanitation and clean water.

(d) We have heard and understood the point of view that poverty reduction is more important than

debt cancellation. Nevertheless we conclude that substantial debt relief, including cancellation of

unpayable debts of the poorest nations under an independent, fair and transparent process, is a

necessary, while not sufficient precondition for freeing these nations, and their people, from the

hopeless downward spiral of poverty. Because indebted nations lose their autonomy to

international creditors, debt cancellation is also a necessary step if these governments are to be

given the dignity, autonomy and independence essential to the growth and development of

democracy. We believe it vital that all of God's people should participate, on the basis of equal

dignity, in the fruits of our interdependent world.

(e) The need for debt relief for the poorest nations is urgent. Children are dying, and societies are

unravelling under the burden of debt. We call for negotiations to be speeded up so that the poorest

nations may benefit from such cancellation by the birth of the new millennium. The imagination of

many, rich and poor alike, has already been gripped by the stark simplicity of this call. This

response can be harnessed for the cause of development.
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(f) We call on the political, corporate and church leaders and people of creditor nations:

to accept equal dignity for debtor nations in negotiations over loan agreements and debt relief;

to ensure that the legislatures of lending nations are given the power to scrutinise taxpayersubsidised

loans; and to devise methods of regular legislative scrutiny that hold to account

government-financed creditors, including the multilateral financial institutions, for lending decisions;

to introduce into the design of international financial systems mechanisms that will impose

discipline on lenders, introduce accountability for bad lending, and challenge corruption effectively,

thus preventing future recurrence of debt crises;

to introduce measures that will enable debtor nations to trade fairly with creditor nations. Fair trade

will allow debtor nations to develop their domestic economies. This in turn will allow them to pay

those debts which remain and to take their rightful place in the community of nations;

to ensure that each of the OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)

nations honour their commitment to set aside 0.7% of their GNP for international development.

(g) We call on political leaders, finance ministers, corporate executives traditional rulers, religious

leaders and the people of debtor nation:

to accept independent, fair and transparent procedures for agreeing debt relief;

to adopt much greater transparency and accountability in the process of accepting and agreeing

new loans, particularly as the burden of repayment of these loans will fall largely on the poorest;

ensuring proper scrutiny by legislative bodies of each loan contract signed by government

ministers;

to adopt measures for disciplining elected and paid government officials who corruptly divert public

funds and also to provide for sanctions against private sector persons and bodies who act

corruptly;

to adopt measures for ensuring that additional resources generated from debt relief are allocated

to projects that genuinely benefit the poorest sections of society.

(h) We call on political leaders and finance ministers in both creditor and debtor nations to develop,

in a spirit of partnership, a new, independent, open and transparent forum for the negotiation and

agreement of debt relief for highly indebted nations. In particular, we call on them to co-operate

with the United Nations in the establishment of a Mediation Council whose purpose would be:

to respond to appeals from debtor nations unable to service their debts, except at great human

cost;

to identify those debts that are odious, and therefore not to be considered as debts.

to assess, independently and fairly, the assets and liabilities of indebted nations;

to determine that debt repayments are set at levels which prioritise basic human development

needs over the demands of creditors;

to hold to account those in authority in borrowing countries for the way in which loans have been

spent;

to hold to account those in authority in lending nations for the nature of their lending decisions;

to demand repayment of public funds corruptly diverted to private accounts;

to consult widely over local development needs and the country's capacity to pay; and

to ensure, through public monitoring and evaluation, that any additional resources made available

from debt relief are allocated to projects that genuinely benefit the poor.

(i) We commit ourselves to supporting the objectives outlined above, in the countries in which we

live, whether they are debtor nations or creditor nations. We will seek also to highlight the moral

and theological implications. Mindful of the wisdom held within other faith traditions we shall work

with them, as we are able, to examine the issues of credit and debit and the nature of the

economy.

(j) Furthermore we call upon members of the Communion to co-operate with other people of faith

in programmes of education and advocacy within our dioceses, so that we may help to raise public

awareness of these vital economic issues that impact so deeply on the daily lives of the poor.
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(k) Finally, we call on all Primates to challenge their dioceses to fund international development

programmes, recognised by provinces, at a level of at least 0.7% of annual total diocesan income.
